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CANTO II. 

BlandaiDooT winnes false Florimell ; 

Paridell for her strives: 
They are accorded ^ : Agap^ 

Doth lengthen her Sonnes lives. 

Firebrand of heii fct tjmda in PWegetoQ 

By thousand Furies, and from thence out-throwen 

Into this world to worke confusion 

And set it all on fire by force unknowen. 

Is wicked Discord ; whose small sparkes once blowen 

None but a god or godlike man can slake: 

^ Aeeordedf made to agree. ' 7V"^i kindled. 
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Such as was Orpheus, that, when strife was growea 
Amongst those fiunous ympes ^ of (Sreece, did take 

His sSver harpe in hand and shortly fiiends them make: 

n. 
Or such as that ^efesdall Psahaist was. 
That, when the wicked feend his lord tormented, 
With heavenly notes, that did all other pas,^ 
The outrage of his fiirious fit relented. 
Such muacke is wise words with time concented,' 
To moderate sti^ mindes disposd to strive : 
Such as that prudent Romane well mvented ; 
What time his people into partes did rive,^ 

Them reooncyld agame, and to their homes did drive. 

m. 
Such us'd wise Glauce to that wrathfull Knight, 
To calme the tempest of his troubled thought: 
Yet Blandamour, with termes of foule despight, 
And ParideU her scomd, and set at nought. 
As old and crooked and not good for ought. 
Both they unwise, and warelesse ^ of the evill 
That by themselves unto themselves is wrought. 
Through that fidse Witch, and that foule aged Drevill ' ; 

The one a feend, the other an incarnate devill. 

^ Ywpesj joaths. ^ IZtee, diTide. 

* Pas J rarpaM. * Wartlttte, unawares. 

' OmcadMdf nmde hamumions. * DremU^ dhTeller, fooL 



I. 7. — Such as was Orpheus, &c.] ** ApollonioB Rhodius and Var 
leriiu Flaccufl mention some qoarrels that arose amongst the Argo- 
nants ; and the fonner introdnces Orphens, pacifying them, playing on 
his harp." — Jobtih. 

II.2— Htflord.] Sanl. 

II. 7. — JIuU prudent EonunuJ] Menenius Agrippa, who bionght 
back the Roman populace, who had seceded to Mous Sscer, by telling 
them the fable of the belly and memben. 
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IV. 

YHA whom as they thus rode BccamfMoie, 
They were eDooontred of ^ a lustie Knight 
That had a goodly liaAe by his side. 
To whom he made great dalliance and delight : 
It was to weet the bold Sir Ferraugh hight,^ 
He that from Braggadoccbio wlulome^ reft^ 
The snowy Florimell, whose beautie bright 
Made Inm seeme happie fer so glorious theft ; 

Yet was it in due triall but a wandring weft«^ 
V. 
Which whenas Blandamour, whose fimcie light 
Was alwaies flitting as the wavering wind 
After each Beautie that appeard in sight, 
Beheld ; eftsoones^ it prickt hb wanton mmd 
With sting of lust that reasons eye did blind. 
Thai to Sir P^dell these words he seot^ ; 
" Sir Knight, why ride ye dumpish '' thus behind, 
Since sa good fi)rtune doth to you present 

So &yre a spoyle, to make you icqrous meriment ? ^* 
VI. 
But Paridell, that had too late ^ a tryall 
Of the bad issue of his counsel! vame, 

1 Enemmtrid ^, met by. * tiftaotmes^ immediataly. 

* Hight, called. * SeiU, uttered. 

' Whilome^ formerly. '' DumpUh, heayy. 

* E^, took. * LaU, recent 



IV. 6.— H« thtdfrmm Braggadocehio, &c.] See book III. canto 
VIII. stanza XV. 

IV. 9. — /n due triall.] When duly tried , or expooed to a proper 
teat 

IV. 9. ^* Wandring iDeft.] W^^ or loatf, is a thing to which no one 
aaaerta a claim of property ; and it means, here, a thing of no value. 
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list not to beaike, but made thb faire denyall ; 
'^ Last turae was mine, weQ proved to my paine; 
Thb now be yours ; God send you better gaine 1 " 
Whose scoffed words be taking balfe in scomoj 
Fiercely forth prickt bis steed as in disdaine 
Against that Knight, ere be him well could tome ; 

By meanes whereof be bath him lightly ^ overborne. 
VII. 
Who, with the sudden stroke astonisht sore, 
Upon the groimd awhile in slomber lay ; 
The whiles his Love away the other bore. 
And, shewing her, did Paridell upbray,^ 
'^ Lo ! sluggish Knight, the victors happie pray ! 
So fortune friends ^ the bold." Whom Paridell 
Seeing so fiure mdeede, as be did say, 
His hart with secret envie gan to swell. 

And inly grudge at him that he bad sped so well. 
Vlil. 
Nathlesse proud man bimseUe the other deemed, 
Having so peerlesse paragon ^ ygot : 
For sure the fayrest Florimell him seemed 
To him was fallen for his happie lot. 
Whose like alive on earth be weened not : 
Therefore he her did court, did serve, did wooe. 
With humblest suit that be imagine mot,' 
And all things did devise, and all things dooe. 

That might her love prepare, and likmg win theretoo. 

' lAgkdy^ easilj. ^ Paragon, companion. 

* Vphray, upbraid. * Mat, might 

' fWcmff, befriendi. 



VI. 8. — Could tome.'] Ere he could turn his horn lo as to ran a 
course. See book III. canto VIII. stanza XVIII. 
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IX. 

She, m regard thereof, him recompenst 

With golden words and goodly countenance, 

And such ibnd favours sparingly dispenst : 

Sometimes him blessmg with a light eye-glance, 

And coy lookes tempring with loose dalliance; 

Sometimes estranging him in sterner wise ; 

That, having cast him in a foolish trance, 

He seemed brought to hed m Paradise, 
And prov'd himselfe most foole in what he seem'd most wise. 

X. 

So great a mistresse of her art she was. 

And perfecdy practiz'd in womans craft. 

That though therein himselfe he thought to pos,^ 

And by his fiilse allurements wylie draft 

Had thousand women of their love berafi,* 

Tet now he was surpriz'd : for that &lse Spright, 

Which that same Witch had m this fonne engraft,' 

Was so expert m every subdle slight. 
That it could overreach the wisest earthly wight. 

XI. 

Tet he to her did dayly service more. 

And dayly more deceived was thereby ; 

Tet Paridell him enined therefore. 

As seeming plast in sole feUcity : 

So blind is lust false colours to desciy. 

But Ate soone discovering his desire. 

And finding now fit opportunity 

^ Patf snrpMt. * Bcraft, bexeft. ' Engnfi, monlded. 



IX. 8. — He Memed hnmghi to hed in ParadUe.'] A fonn of ezpief- 
■cm denoting thai he was greaUj enraptured. 

X. 4. — Wytie dnfi.} Treacherous attraction. 
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To sture up strife twixt love and spight and itBi 

Did privily put coles unto hb secret fire. 

XII. 
By sundry meanes thereto she prickt him forth ; 
Now with remembrance of those spightfull speeches, 
Now with opinion of his owne more worth. 
Now with recounting of like foimer breaches 
Made in their fiiendship, as that Hag him teaches : 
And ever, when his passion is allayd. 
She it revives, and new occasion reaches : 
That, on a time as they together way'd,^ 

He made him open cbalenge^ and thus boldly sayd ; 

XIIL 
" Too boastiiill Blandamour ! too long I beare 
The open wrong? thou doest me day by day : 
Well know'st thou, when we fiiendship first did sweaie, 
The covenant was, that every spoyle or pray 
Should equally be shard betwixt us tway : 
Where is my part then of the Ladie bright, 
Whom to thyselfe thou takest quite away ? 
Render therefore therem to me my right, 

Or answere for thy wrong as shall fall out in fight" 

XIV. 
Exceeding wroth thereat was Blandamour, 
And gan this bitter answere to him make ; 
<' Too foolish Paridell ! that fayrest floure 
Wouldst gather faine, and yet no paines wouldst take: 
But not so easie will I her fivsake ; 
This hand her wonne, this hand shall her defend." 
With that they gan their shivering^ speares U> shake> 

^ Way'd^ went * Sh i we rin gf qniYering. 
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And deadly points at rithers breast to bend^ 
Forgetfiill eich to have bene ever others iraid. 

XV. 
Their fine steedes with so untamed fi»se 
Did beare them both to fell avenges end, 
That both their speares with pitilesse remorse 
Through shield and mayle and haberieon ^ did wend,^ 
And in their flesh a griesly passage rend, 
That with the fiuie of their owne affiet^ 
Each other horse and man to ground did send ; 
Where, lywg still awhile, both did ibi^t 
The perilous present stownd^ in which their lives were set. 

XVI. 
As when two warlike brigandines^ at sea, 
With murdrous weapcxis arm'd to cruell fight. 
Do meete together on the watry lea, 
They stemme* ech other with so fell despight. 
That with the shocke of their owne heedlesse might 
Their wooden ribs are shaken nigh asonder ; 
They which fit)m shore behold the dreadiiill sight 
Of flashing fire, and heare the ordenance thonder. 
Do greatly stand amaz'd at such unwonted wonder, 
xvn. 
At length they both upstarted in amaze. 
As men awaked rashly out of dreme. 
And round about themselves a while did gaze ; 
Till seebg her, that Florimell did seme, 

^ Haberimtnf umer eoyefing the neck and breast. 

' Wendf go. ' Affret^ encounter. ^ Stowndy danger. 

* Brigand m Uy a light veaael. ' Summe^ run againat 



XV. 2. — FbU avenges end.] The object or purpoae of their fell 
rerenge. 

VOL. lU. 2 
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In doubt to whom she victorie should deeme,^ 
Therewith their dulled sprights they edgd anew, 
Andy drawing both th^ swords with rage extreme, 
Like two mad masti£fes each on other flew, [hew. 

And shields did share,' and mailes did rash,' and helmes did 
XVIII. 
So fiiriously each other did assayle, 
As if their Soules they would attonce have rent 
Out of their brests, that streames of bloud did rayle^ 
Adowne, as if their springs of life were spent ; 
That all the ground with purple bloud was sprent,^ 
And all their armours staynd with bloudie gate ; 
Tet scarcely once to breath would they relent,^ 
So mortall was their malice and so sore 

Become, of &yned fiiendship which they vow'd afore. 

XIX. 
And that which is for Ladies most besitting,^ 
To stint all strife, and foster fiiendly peace, 
Was from those Dames so farre and so unfitting, 
As that, instead of praying them surcease,^ 
They did much more their cruelty encrease ; 
Bidding them fight for honour of their love. 
And rather die then ^ Ladies cause release ^^ : 
With which vaine tennes so much they did them move. 

That both resolvM the last extremities to prove. 

XX. 
There they, I weene, would fight untill this day, 

* Dume, adjudge. ' RdetUf relax. 

' Share, shear, cut. "* BegUHng, becoming. 

* RoMhf hack. * SurceoM, entirely 
« RayU, flow. • Then, than. 

* ^aUf aprinUed. ^ Release, give up. 
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Had not a Squire, even he the Squire of Dames, 
By great adventure ^ travelled that way ; 
Who seeing both bent to so bloudy games, 
And both of old well knowing by their names, 
Drew nigh, to weete^ the cause of their debate : 
And first laide on those Ladies thousand blames. 
That did not seeke t' appease their deadly hate, 

But gazed on their harmes, not pittymg their estate: 

XXI. 
And then those Knights he humbly did beseech 
To stay their hands, till he awhile had spoken : 
Who lookt a little up at that his speech, 
Yet would not let their battell so be broken, 
Both greedie fiers on other to be wroken.^ 
Yet he to them so earnestly did call, 
And them coniur'd by some well knowen token. 
That they at last their wrothfull hands let fall. 

Content to heare him speake, and glad to rest withall. 
XXII. 
First he desir'd their cause of strife to see : 
They sayd, it was for love of Florimell. 
^^ Ah ! gentle Knights," quoth he, " how may that bee, 
And she so farre astray, as none can tell ? " 
" Fond * Squire," fall angry then sayd Paridell, 
" Seest not the Ladie there before diy face ? " 
He looked backe, and, her avisbg ^ well, 

^ Adztsnturey chance. ^ Fondy foolish. 

* WeeU^ learn. * Avisvngy regarding. 

' Wrokaif avenged. 



XX. 2. — The Squire of Dames.'] He is the person who was rescued 
hj Sir Satyrane, book III. canto VII., and who afterwards went with 
him to the residence of Malbecco. 
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Weend, fts he said, by that her outward grace 
That iayrest FloEimell was present there m pbceb 

xxni. 
Glad man was he to see that ioyoas sight, 
For none alive but loy'd m Florimell, 
And bwly to her lowdng^ thus behight'; 
^^ Fayrest of fidre, that fairenesse doest excel!, 
This happie day I have to greete you well, 
In which you safe I see, whom thousand late 
Misdoubted lost thiough mischiefe that beM ; 
Long may you live in health and happie state * " 
She lide answer'd him, but lightly did aggrate.^ 

xxnr. 
Then, tummg to those Knights, he gan anew ; 
^* And you, Sir Blandamour, and Paridell, 
That for this Ladie present m your vew 
Have rays'd this crudl wane and outrage M, 
C^rtes,^ me seemes, bene not advised wdl ; 
But rather ought in friendship for her sake 
To ioyne your force, their ibices to repell 
That seeke perfoice her from you both to take. 
And of your gotten spoyle their owne triumph to make." 

XXV. 
Thereat Sir Blandamour, with countenance stane 
All fiiU of wrath, thus fiercely him bespake; 
" Aread,^ thou Squire, that I the man may leame, 
That dare fio me thmke Florimell to take ! " 
^* Not one,'' quoth he, '^ but many doe partake 
Herein ; as thus : It lately so befell, 

* LautUg, bowing. ^ CerUs, etrtutdj 

* Bekight, nddiemed. * Aread, declare. 
' 4?^^ ^<^t politely. 
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That Satyran a girdle did uptake 
Well knowne to appertaine to Florimell, 
Which for her sake he wore, as him beseemed wdl. 
XXVI. 

^< But, whenas she herselfe was lost and gone. 
Full many Knights, that loved her like deare, 
Thereat did greatly grudge, that he alone 
That lost faire Ladies ornament should weare. 
And gan therefore close spight to him to beare ; 
Which he to shun, and stop vile envies sting. 
Hath lately caus'd to be proclaimed each where 
A solemne feast, with publike tumeying, 

To which all Knights with them their Ladies are to bring: 
XXVII. 
'- And of them all she, that is fayrest Ibund, 
Shall have that golden Girdle for reward ; 
And of those Knights, who is most stout on ground, 
Shall to that fairest Ladie be prefard.^ 
Since therefore she herselfe is now your ward. 
To you that ornament of hers pertaines. 
Against all those that chalenge ^ it, to gard. 
And save her honour with your ventrous ^ paines ; 

That shall you win more glory than ye here find gaines." 

xxvin. 
"When they the reason of his words had hard, 

' Prefarij preferred, given in preference. 
' Ckalaige, la/ claim to. ' VentrouSf yentorovs. 

XXV. 7.— j9 Girdle did uptake.] In book HI. canto VIII. stanza 
II., we are told Uiat the beast, which the witch had sent after Florimel, 
retamed with her girdle ; and we are not informed how it came into 
the possession of Sir Satjrane. The account given in the text, how- 
ever, agrees with that contained in book III. canto VIII. stania XLIX. 

2* 
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They gan abate the laDcour of their rage, 
And with their honours and their lo^es regard 
The fiirious flames of malice to asswage. 
Tho ^ each to other did his faith engage. 
Like faithfull friends thenceforth to ioyne m one 
With all their force, and battell strong to wage 
Gainst all those Knights, as their professed fone,^ 

That cbaleng'd ought in Floiimell, sa^e they alone. 
XXIX. 
So, well accorded,' forth they rode together 
In friendly sort, that lasted but a while ; 
And of all old dislikes they made faire weather: 
Tet all was foig'd and spred with golden foyle, 
That under it hidde hate and hollow guyle. 
Ne certes ^ can that friendship long endure, 
However gay and goodly be the style. 
That doth ill cause or evill end enure ^: 

Fot vertue b the band that bmdeth harts most sure. 
XXX. 
Thus as they marched all in close disguise 
Of fa}nied love, they chaunst to overtake 
Two Knights that lincked rode in lovely ^ wise, 
As if they secret counseb did partake ; 
And each not farre behinde him had his Make,'' 
To weete, two Ladies of most goodly hew. 
That twixt themselves did gende purpose^ make, 

' 7%o^ then. * fnacre, practise, use. 

• Fane, foes. • Lovdy, loving. 

' Accorded^ made to agree. ' Make, companion. 

^ Certes, certainly. * Purpose, discourse. 



XXIX. 4.^ Spred with golden foyle,] Base metal thinly gilded, 
and not the pore gold of true friendship. 
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UnmindiUll both of that discordfuU crew, 
The which with speedie pace did after them pursew. 
XXXI. 
Who, as they now approched nigh at hand, 
Deeming them doughtie ^ as they did appeare. 
They sent that Squire afore, to understand 
What mote they be : who, viewing them more neaie, 
Returned readie newes, that those same weare 
Two of the prowest ^ Knights in Faery Lond ; 
And those two Ladies their two lovers deare ; 
Couragious Cambell, and stout Triamond, 
With Canacee and Cambine linckt in lovely bond. 
XXXII. 
Whylome,^ as antique stories tellen us, 
Tliose two were foes the fellonest^ on ground. 
And battell made the dreddest^ daungerous 
That ever shrilling trumpet did resound ; 
Though now their acts be no where to be found, 
As that renowmed Poet them compyled 
With warlike numbers and heroicke sound, 

^ Jknightie, valiant. « FeUonest, fellest. 

' Prowestj bravest. ' Dreddest, most dread. 

* Whylonu^ formerly. 



XXXII. 1 . — WhylovM, as antique stories tellen us."] AUoaion is here 
made to the Squire's tale in Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, in which the 
king of Arabia sends to Cambuscan, king of Sarra, a brazen horse and 
a sword of rare quality, and to his daughter, Canacee, a glass and a 
ring, by means of which she understands the language of birds. Much 
of this tale was either lost, or else it was never completed by Chaucer. 
In this tale, we are informed that Cambello fought in lists with 
two brethren, and won Canacee to wife. Spenser here undertakes 
to complete a part of Chaucer*s poem. He makes Canacee the sister 
of Cambello. 
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Dan Chaueer> Well of English undefylod, 
On Fames eternal! beadroll^ worthie to be fylecL 
xxxra. 
But wkked Time, that all good thoughts doth waste, 
And workes of noblest wits to nought outwears. 
That &nious moniment hath quite defaste, 
And lobd the woild of threasure endleese deare, 
The which mote have enriched all us heare. 

cursed Eld,' the canker-woime of writs! 
How may these rimes, so rude as doth appeaie, 
Hope to endure, sith ^ worices of heavenly wits 

Are quite devourd, and brought to nought by litde bits I 
XXXIV. 
Then pardon, O roost sacred happie Spirit, 
That I thy labours lost may thus revive. 
And Steele from thee the roeede of thy due merit, 
That none durst ever whilest thou wast alive, 
And, being dead, m vaine yet many strive : 
Ne dare I like ; but, through mfuskm sweete 
Of thine owne spirit which doth m me survive, 

1 follow here the footmg of thy feete. 

That with thy meaning so I may die rather meete 
XXXV. 
Cambelloes sister was fayre Canacee, 
That was the leamedst Ladie in her dayes. 
Well scene ^ m everie science that mote bee. 
And everie secret worice of nature's wayes ; 

« BeadroO^ list « SUk, nnoe. 

' £M, antiquitj. * Seene^ skilled. 



XXXn. 8.-^I>a» Ckmueer. dec.] ZVm is oontiaeted flom tlis Latin 

doWUMMSt, 
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In wittie riddles ; and in wbe sootbsayM ; 

In powtt of beibei ; and tunes of hetiM and bufdi ; 

And| tbat augmented all faer other prajrse, 

She modest was in all her deedes and wordi, 

And wondibus cfaast of life, yet lov'd of Enigbtfl add Lcttds. 
XXXVl. 
Full many Lords and many Knigbta her loved, 
Tet she to none of them her ISdng lent, 
Ne ever was with bad affection moved, 
But rul'd her thoughts with goodly government^ 
For dread of blame and honouis blemishment ; 
And eke onto her lookes a law she made, 
That none of tbem once oat of order went. 
But, like to wane centooels ^ well stayd. 

Still waicht on every side, of secret faee afrayd. 
XXXVII. 
So imch the more a$ she refused to love. 
So much the more she loved was and sought, 
That oftentimea unquiet strife did move 
Amongst ber loveis, and great quarrels wrooght ; 
That oft for her in bbu<fie armes they fought. 
Which whenas Cambell, that was stout and wise, 
Peiceiv'd would breede great mischiefe, he bethought 
How to prevent the periU that mote rise, 

And tume both him and her to honour in this wise^ 
XXXVIII. 
Obe day, when all that troupe of wailSce wooe» 
Assembled were, to weet^ whose she should bee, 
All mightie men and dreadfuS deirbg doer^^^ 
(The harder it to make them well agree,) 

> C^MM«ef>, sentinels. * WeH, \&tutk. 



SS THE FAERIS ^^UEENE^ • ' * ' '* ' B. IT. 

Amongst them all this end he did decree; 

That, of them all which love to her did mi^ikl^ , '' . 

They by consent should chose the stoutest tbr^. 

That with himselfe should combat for her sake, • 
And of them all the victour should his Sister take. 
XXXIX. 

Bold was the chalenge, as himselfe was bold, 

And courage full of haughtie haidiment/ 

Approved oft in perils manifold, 

Which he atcbiev'd to his great ornament : 

But yet his Sisters skill unto him lent 

Most confidence and hope of happie speed, 

Conceived by a Ring which she him sent, 

That, mongst the manie vertues which we reed, 
Had power to $taunch al wounds that mortally did ble^ 
XL. 

Well was that Rings great vertue knowen to all ; 

That dread thereof, and his redoubted might, 

Did all that youthly rout so much appall, \ v^-l'. 

That none of them durst undertake the. fight: .* f. * 

More wise they weend to make of love delight . ^ . V> 

Then ^ life to hazard for faire Ladies looke ; ' ;' ^ * 

And yet uncertaine by such outward sight, v J; * 

Though for her sake they all that perill tooke, j^^ Z \ 

Wbedier she would them love, or m her likmg brooke.' 
XU. 

Amongst those Knights there were three Brethren bdd. 

Three bolder brethren never were ybome, 

Bome of one mother m one happie mold. 

Borne at one burden in one happie mome ; 

> HardimentfhnYery, * 7%cii,tliBn. 

* Brooke, endure, tolente. 
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Thiise happie mother, and thiise happie morne, 
That bore three such, three such not to be ibnd ! 
Her name was Agape, whose children weme ^ 
All three as one ; the first hight' Priamond, 

The second Dyamond, the youngest Tiiamond. 
XLII. 
Stout Priamond, but not so strong to strike ; 
Strong Diamond, but not so stout a Knight ; 
But Triamond was stout and strong alike : 
On horsebacke used Triamond to fight, 
And Priamond on foote had more delight ; 
But horse and foote knew Diamond to wield : 
With curtaxe ^ used Diamond to smite. 
And Triamond to handle speare and shield, 

But speare and curtaxe^ both usd Priamond m field. 
XUII. 
These three did love each pther dearely weD, 
And with so firme affection were allyde, 
As if but one soule in tliem all did dwell, 
Which did her powre mto three parts divyde ; 
Like three faire branches budding farre and wide, 
That from one roote derived their vitall sap: 
And, like that rcx)te that doth her life divide, 
Their mother was ; and had full blessed hap 

These three so noble babes to bring forth at one clap. 

1 Weme, were. * Highly caUed. 

' Curtaxe, cuUass, a short, cutting sword. 



XLII. 1. — Stout Priamondy &c.] The diatinctiozi between jfoitf 
and Strang, 1 take to bo this : Strong refen to strength of body, and 
Mtomt to knightly prowess and valor. 

XLIIt. 9. "At one dap.] At once. Thos in King Lear—** What, 
fifty of my followers at a clap f " Act I. sc. 4. 
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XUV. 

Their mother was a Fay, and had the skill 
Of secret things, and all the powres of nature, 
Which she by art could use unto her will. 
And to her service bind each living creature, 
Through secret understanding of their feature.^ 
Thereto she was right faire, whenso her &oe 
She list discover, and of goodly stature ; 
But she, as Fayes are wont, in privie place 

Did spend her dayes, and lov'd in forests wyld to space.* 

XLV. 
There on a day a noble youthly Knight, 
Seeking adventures in the salvage wood, 
Did by great fortune get of her the sight. 
As she sate carelesse by a cristall flood 
Combing her golden lockes, as seemd her good ; 
And unawares upon her laying hold, 
That strove in vaine him long to have withstood, 
Oppressed her, and there (as it is told) [bold : 

Got these three lovely babes, that prov'd three champions 
XLVI. 
Which she with her long fostred in that wood. 
Till that to ripenesse of mans state they grew : 
Then, shewing forth signes of their fathers blood. 
They loved armes, and knighthood did ensew,^ 
Seeking adventures where they anie knew. 
Which when their mother saw, she gan to dout ^ 
Their safetie ; least by searching daungers new. 
And rash provoking perils all about. 

Their days mote be abridged through their corage stout. 

> Fcoficre, make, ohftracter. * fiuew, foUow. 

* Spaee^ roam. ^ Dtmtf fear. 
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XLvn. 
Therefore deoioaa tb' end of all their dayes 
To know, and tbein t' enlarge with long extent, 
By wondrous skill and many hidden wayes 
To the Three Fatall Sisters House she went. 
Farre under ground from tract of living went, 
Downe m the bottome of the deepe Ahysse, 
Where Demogorgon m dull darimesse pent 
Farre from the view of gods and heavens bliss 

The hideous Chaos keepes, their dreadfull dwelling is. 
XLVIII. 
There she them found all sitting round about 
The direfuU Distaffe standing m the mid. 
And with unwearied fingers drawing out 
The lines of life, from living knowledge hid. 
Sad Clotho held the rocke,^ the whiles the thrid 
By griesly Lachesis was spun with paine, 
That crueU Atropoe eflsoones^ undid, 
With cursed knife cutting the twist in twaine : 

Most wretched men, whose dayes depend on thiids so vaine^ ! 
XLIX. 
She, them salutmg there, by them sate still 
Beholding hew the thrids of life they span : 
And when at last she had beheld her fill, 
Trembling in heart, and looking pale and wan, 
Her cause of comming she to tell began. 
To whom fierce Atropos ; '< Bold Fay, that durst 
Come see the secret of the life of man, 

1 Koeke, diitafi: > Ifiso<m$M^ immediaicly. > Vams, ML 



XLVn. 5.— TVod ^f Uvmg loenl.] Way or path of any liTing 
penon. 
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Well worthie thou to be of love accurst. 
And eke thy childrens thnds to be asunder burst ! " 

L. 
Whereat she sore affiayd yet her besought 
To grauDt her boone, and rigour to abate, 
That she might see her childrens thrids forth biougbt, 
And know the measure of their utmost date 
To them ordained by ctemall Fate : 
Which Clotho graunUng shewed her the same. 
That when she saw, it did her much amate ^ 
To see their thrids so thm, as spiders frame. 
And eke so short, that seemd th&i ends out shortly came. 

LI. 
She then began them humbly to intreate 
To draw them longer out, and better twine. 
That so their lives might be prolonged late : 
But Lachesis thereat gan to repine, 
And sayd ; " Fond ^ dame ! that deem'st of things divine 
As of humane, that they may altred bee. 
And chaung'd at pleasure for those impes ^ of thine : 
Not so ; for what the Fates do once decree. 
Not all the gods can chaunge, nor love himselfe can free! " 

LU. 
" Then since," quoth she, " the terme of each mans life 
For nought may lessened nor enlarged bee; 
Graunt this ; that when ye shred with fatall knife 
His line, which is the eldest of the three. 
Which is of them the shortest, as I see, 
Eftsoones ^ his life may passe into the next ; 
And, when the next shall likewise ended bee, 

^ JhnaiB^ orercome. ' impef , Knui 

' Fondj fooliflh. ^ IjfUooiur, iminediatelj. 
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That both their lives may likewise be annezt 
Unto the third, that his may be so trebly wext.^ " 
Ull. 
They graunted it ; and then that carefull Fay 
Departed thence with full contented mynd ; 
And, comming home, in warlike (resh aray 
Them Ibund all three according to their kjmd ' ; 
But unto them what destinie was assynd, 
Or how their lives were eekt,^ she did not tell ; 
But evennore, when she fit time could fynd, 
She warned them to tend their safedes well, 
And love each other deare, whatever them befell. 
LIV. 
So did they surely during all their dayes. 
And never discord did amongst them fall ; 
Which much augmented all their other praise: 
And now, t' increase affection naturall. 
In love of Canacee they ioyned all : 
Upon which ground this same great Battell grew, 
(Great matter growing of begmning small,) 
The which, for length, 1 wiU not here pursew, 
But rather will reserve it for a Canto new« 

^ Wext, incretsed. > ^yn^ nature. ' EdO^ incieaaed. 
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CANTO IIL 

The Battell twixt three Bivthren with 

CambcU for Canocee: 
Cambina with true friendships bond 

Doth their long strife agre& 

I. 
O ! WHT doe wretched men so much desire 
To draw their dayes unto the utmost daLte^ 
And doe not rather wish them soone expire ; 
Knowbg the miserie of their estate, 
And thousand perills which them still awate, 
Tossing them Cke a boate amid the majne, 
That every houre they knocke at Deathes gate! 
And he that happie seemes and least in payne, 
Tet is as nigh his end as he that most doth pbyne.^ 

n. 

Therefore diis Fay I hold but fond ^ and vame, 
The which, in seeking for her children three 
Long life, thereby did more prolong their paine : 
Yet whilest they lived none did ever see 
More happie creatures than they seem'd to bee ; 
Nor more ennobled for their courtesie, 
That made them dearely lov'd of each degree ; 
Ne more renowmed for their chevalrie, 
That made them dreaded much of all men farre and nie. 

1 P2ayiM, complain, lament * Fondj foolish. 
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III. 

These three that bardie ^ chalenge tooke in hand, 
For Canacee with Cambell for to fight : 
The day was set, that all might understand, 
And pledges pawnd the same to keepe aright : 
That day, (the dreddest day that living wight 
Did ever see upon this world to shine,) 
So soone as heavens window shewed light. 
These wailike Champions, all in armour shine,* 

Assembled w«re in field the chalenge to define.' 

IV. 
The field with listes was all about enclos'd, 
To bane the prease ^ of people farre away ; 
And at th' one side rixe iudges were disposed. 
To view and deeme the deedes of annes that day ; 
And on the other side in fiesh aray 
Fayre Canacee upon a stately stage 
Was set, to see the fortune of that fi^ay 
And to be scene, as his roost worthy wage' 

That could her purchase with his live's adventur'd gage. 

V. 
Then entred Cambell first into the list. 
With stately steps and fearelesse countenance, 
As if the conquest his he surely wist.' 
Soone after did the Brethren three advance 
In brave aray and goodly amenance,'' 
With scutchins ' ^It and banners broad displayd ; 
And| marching thrise in warlike ordinance, 

> Hordit, bold. * Wage^ rewud. 

' Shmt, iheen, flhining. ' WiHy knew. 

'D<^» decide. ' ^meiMaea, carriage. 

^ Prtase^ press. ' ScyUkuu^ ihielde. 

3« 
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Thrise lowted ^ lowly to the noble Mayd ; 
The whiles shiil trompets and loud clarions sweetly playd. 

VI. 

Which doen, the doughty Chalenger came forth. 

All arm'd to point, his chalenge to abet* : 

Gainst whom Sir Priamond, with equal! worth 

And cquall armes, himselfe did forward set. 

A trompet blew ; they both together met 

With dreadfiiU force and furious intent, 

Carelesse of perill in their fiers afltet,^ 

As if that life to losse they had forelent,^ 
And cared not to spare that should be shortly spent. 

VII. 
Right practicke ^ was Sir Priamond in fight, 
And throughly skild in use of shield and speare ; 
Ne lesse approved was Cambelloes might, 
Ne lesse his skill in weapons did appeare ; 
That hard it was to weene whkh harder were. 
Full many mightie strokes on either side 
Were sent, that seemed death in them to beare ; 
But they were both so watchfull and well eyde, 
That they avoyded were, and vainely by did slyde. 

Vlll. 
Yet one, of many, was so strongly bent ® 
By Priamond, that with unluckie glaunce 
Through Cambels shoulder it unwarely went, 

^ Lowted, bowed. * Fordent, lent, or giyen beforehand. 

' Ma, maintain. * Praetieke, practised. 

' 4Jfretf onset * Bent, directed, applied. 

Vm. 3.— Utnoardy.] Unwarily; that is, on the part of Cambel, 
who was not aware of it, so as to ward it off. 
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That forced him his shield to disadvaunce ^ : 

Much was he grieved widi that gracelesse chaunce ; 

Yet fix>in the wound do drop of bloud there fell. 

But wondrous paine that did the more enhaunce 

His haughtie courage to avengement fell : [swell. 

Smart daunts not mightie harts, but makes them more to 

IX. 
With that, his pojmant^ speare he fierce aventred^ 
With doubled force, close underneath his shield, 
That through the mayles ^ into his thigh it entred. 
And, there atrestmg,^ readie way did yield 
For bloud to gush forth on the grassie field ; 
That he for paine himselfe n'ot® right upreare, 
But to and fix> in great amazement reel'd ; 
like an old oke, whose pith and sap is seare, 

At pufik of every storme doth stagger here and theare. 

X. 
Whom so dismayd when Cambell had espide, 
Againe he drove at him with double might, 
That nought mote stay the Steele, tiU in bis side 
The mortall point most cruelly empight ^ ; 
Where fast infixed, whitest he sought by slight ^ 
It forth to wrest, the stafle asunder brake, 
And left the head behinde : with which despight 
He all enrag'd his shivering ^ speare did shake. 

And chargbg him afresh thus felly him bespake ; 

XI. 
'' I^ ! iaitour,^^ there thy meede unto thee take, 

' Duadvauneef decline, lower. ' J^Totf could not 

' PoynatUf piercuig. ^ Empightj was fixed. 

* Aventrtd, thrust forward. * Slight^ sleight, effort of dexterity. 
^ Mayletf armor. ' Shivering , quiyering. 

* Sfreatingy stopping. ^ Faitawr^ villain. 
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The meede of thy mischalenge and abet : 
Not ibr thine owne, but for thy Sisteis sake, 
Have I thus long thy Ufe unto thee let : 
But to ibrbeare doth not forgive the det." 
The wicked weapon heard his wrathfiill vow ; 
And, passing forth with furious affiet,^ 
Pierst through his bever quite into his brow, 

That with the force it backward forced him to bow. 
XII. 
Therewith asunder m the midst it brast,' 
And in his hand nought but the troncheon left ; 
The other balfe behind yet sticking iast 
Out of his bead-peece Cambell fiercely reft,' 
And with such furie backe at him it heft,^ 
That, making way unto his dearest life, 
His weasand-pipe it through his gorget^ cleft: 
Thence streames of purple bloud issuing rife ^ 

Let forth his wearie ghost, and made an end of strife. 
XIII. 
His wearie ghost assoyld'^ fix>m fleshly band 
Did not, as others wont, directly fly 
Unto her rest in Plutoes griesly land ; 
Ne into a3rre did vanish presently ; 
Ne chaunged was into a starre in sky ; 
But through traduc^n ^ was eftsoones ^ derived,^^ 
like as his mother prayd the Destinie, 

^ Ajfrtij violence. ' Rift, abundantly. 

* Brasty bant ' Assoyld^ freed. 

* Uefi, took. " TradtieUon, transfer. 

* Heftf threw. " Eftsootus, immediately. 

* Gorget, armor for the neck. ^ Derived, communicated, puMd. 



XI. 9.~ Tky ndsekaUngB €md abet.] Thy evil challenge, and thy 
abetting or maintaining it 
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Into his other Brethren that simdved, 
In whom he liv'd anew, of former life deprived. 

XIV. 
Whom when on ground his Brother next beheld, 
Though sad and sorrie for so heavy sight, 
Tet leave unto his sorrow did not yeeld ; 
But rather stir'd to vengeance and despight, 
Through secret feeling of his generous spright, 
Rusht fiercely forth, the battell to renew, 
As in reversion of his Brothers right ; 
And chalenging the Virgin as his dew. 
Hjs foe ^'as soone addrest ' : the trompets iireshly blew. 

XV. 
With that they both together fiercely met. 
As if that each ment other to devoure ; 
And with their axes both so sorely bet. 
That nether plate nor mayle, whereas ^ their powre 
They felt, could once sustaine the hideous stowre,^ 
But rived were, like rotten wood, asunder ; 
Whilest through their rifts ^ the ruddie bloud did showre, 
And firo did flash, like lightning after thunder. 
That fild the lookers on attonce with ruth ^ and wonder. 

XVI. 
As when two tygers prickt with hungers rage 
Have by good fortune found some beasts fi-esh spoyle. 
On which they weene their famine to asswage. 
And gaine a feastfuU guerdon ® of their toyle ; 
Both falling out doe stirre up strifefuU broyle, 

> Addrutf ready. * R^fts^ gapa. 

* WkereaSf whereyer. * Ruth, pity. 

' SUnortj usault. * Gutrdanj reward. 



XIV. 1. — HtM Brother next.] His lecond brother Diunond. 
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And cruell battell twixt theinselT«8 doe make. 
Whiles ndther lets the other touch the soyle/ 
But either sdeigns ^ with other to partake : 

So cruelly those Knights strove for that Ladies sake. 

XVII. 
Full many strokes, that mortally were ment, 
The whiles were mteichaunged twixt them two ; 
Tet they were all with so good wariment 
Or warded, or avoyded and let goe, 
That still the Life stood fearelesse of her Foe ; 
Till Diamond, disd^gning long delay 
Of doubtfull fortune wavering to and fro, 
Resolv'd to end it one or other way ; 

And heav'd hb murdrous axe at him with mighty sway. 
XVIII. 
The dreadfull stroke, m case it had arrived 
Where it was ment, (so deadly it was ment,) 
The soule had sure out of hb body rived, 
And stinted ' all the strife mcontinent ^ ; 
But Cambeb fate that fortune did prevent : 
For, seeing it at hand, he swarv'd asyde. 
And so gave way unto hb fell mtent ; 
Who, mis^ng of the marke which he had eyde, 

Was with the fiuce nigh feld whilst hb right foot did slyde. 

XIX. 
As when a vulture greedie of hb pray. 
Through hunger long that hart^ to him doth lend, 
Strikes at an heron with all hb bodies sway. 
That bom hb force seemes nought may it defend ; 
The warie fowle, that spies him toward bend 

* SoyU, prey. * Sdeigns^ difldains. > Stinted, ended. 

* IneomUnaU, tminediately. * Art, heart, boldnen. 
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His dreadfull souse,^ avoydes it, shunning light, 
And maketh him his wing in vame to spend ; 
That with the weight of his owne weeldlesse^ might 

He Meth nigh to ground, and scarse recovereth flight. 
XX. 
Which faire adventure when Cambello spide, 
Full lightly, ere himselfe he could recower^ 
From daungers dread to ward his naked side, 
He can ^ let drive at him with all his power, 
And with his axe him smote in evill hower, 
That fiom his shoulders quite his head he reft ^ : 
The headlesse tronke, as heedlesse of that stower,^ 
Stood still awhile, and his fast footing kept ; 

Till, feeling life to fiiyle, it fell, and deadly slept. 
XXI. 
They, which that piteous spectacle beheld, 
Were much amaz'd the headlesse tronke to see 
Stand up so long and weapon vaine to weld, 
Unweeting'^ of the Fates divine decree 
For lifes succession in tliose Brethren three. 
For notwithstanding that one soule was reft. 
Yet had the bodie not dismembred bee,^ 
It would have lived, and revived eft ;® 

But, finding no fit seat, the lifelesse corse it left. 
XXII. 
It left ; but that same soule, which therem dwelt, 
Streight entring into Triamond him fild 
With double life and griefe; wliich when he felt, 

1 Souse, attack. * Reft, cut off. 

* Weeldlesse, unwieldy, * Stoieer, aasault 

not manageable. ^ Unweeting, unkaomng. 

■ Reepwer, recover. • Bee, been. 

^ Con, began. ' Eft, immediately. 
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As one whose imier parts had bene ythrild^ 
With point of Steele that close his hartbloud spild, 
He lightly lept out of his place of rest, 
And, rushing forth into the emptie field, 
Against Cambello fiercely him addrest ^ ; 

Who, him affionting ^ soone, to fight was readie prest.^ 
xxm. 
Well mote ye wonder how that noble Knight, 
After he had so often wounded beene, 
Could stand on foot now to renew the fight : 
But had ye then him forth advauncing scene, 
Some newbome wight ye would him surely weene ; 
So fiesh he seemed and so fierce in sight ; 
like as a snake, whom wearie winters teene 
Hath wome to nought, now feeling sommers might 

Casts oflfhis ragged skin and fi:eshly doth him dight.^ 
XXIV. 
All was, through vertue of the Ring he wore ; 
The which not onely did not fix)m him let 
One drop of bloud to fall, but did restore 
His weakned powers, and dulled spirits whet. 
Through working of the stone therein yset. 
Else how could one of equall might with most, 
Against so many no lesse mightie met, 

> Ythrildf pierced. ^ Presty (prest, or pret Fr.,) prepared. 

' AddreHj directed himielf. * Dight^ adorn. 
' Affronting f opposing. 



XXIII. 7.^ Winters teene.] Winter*8 cold; literal! j, trouble or 
sorrow. 

XXIV. l. — Ring he wore.] See the thirty-ninth stanza of the 
preceding canto. 

XXIV. 6. — Of equaU might with most.] Of no more than average 
strength. 



C. m. THE FAERIE ^TIEENE. 37 

Once thmke to match three such on equall cost, 
Three such as able were to match a puissant host ? 
XXV. 
Tet nought thereof was Triamond adredde,^ 
Ne desperate* of glorious victorie ; 
But sharpely him assayld, and sore bestedde^ 
With heapes of strokes, which he at him let flie 
As thicke as hayle forth poured from the skie : 
He stroke, he soust,^ he foynd,^ he hewd, he lasht. 
And did his yron brond so fast applie. 
That fioin the same the fierie sparkles flasht, 
As &st as water-sprinkles gainst a rocke are dasht 
XXVI. 
Much was Carabello daunted with his blowes ; 
So thicke they M, and forcibly were sent, 
That he was forst fix)m daunger of the throwes* 
Backe to retire, and somewhat to relent,^ 
Till th' heat of his fierce furie he had spent : 
Which when for want of breath gan to abate, 
He then afi'esh with new encouragement 
Did him assayle, and mightily amate,^ 
As fast, as forward erst,^ now backward to retrate. 
XXVII. 
Like as the tide, that comes firo th' ocean mayne, 
Flowes up the Shenan with contrarie forse, 

^ AdreddBy terrified; * Throwes, attacks. 

' Desperate^ despairing. ^ Rdent, give way. 

' Bestedde, beset. * Amale^ compel. 

« Sovst^ struck. * JEJrif, before. 
* Foyndy thrust. 



XXIV. 8. — On eqvaU cost.} On equal coast or terms. 
XXVII. 2.— 7%e Shenan.] The Shannon. 
TOL. III. 4 
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Andy oTeiHTuling him in his owne rayne,^ 
Drives backe the current of his kindly ^ couise. 
And makes it seeme to have some other sourse; 
But when the floud is spent, then backe agame. 
His bonowed waters foist to re-disbouise,' 
He sends the sea his owne with double gaine. 

And tribute eke withall, as to his soveraine. 
XXVUI. 
Thus did the battell vane to and fro, 
With diverse fortune doubtfiiU to be deemed : 
Now this the better had, now had his fo ; 
Then he iialfe vanquisht, then the other seemed ; 
Yet victors both themselves alwayes esteemed : 
And all the while the disentrayled^ blood 
Adowne their sides like lide rivers stremed, 
That with the wasting of his vitall flood 

Sir TriamonJ at last fiill faint and feeble stood. 
XXIX. 
But Cambell still more strong and greater grew, 
Ne felt his blood to wast, ne powres emperisht, 
Through that Rings vertue, that with vigour new, 
Still whenas he enfeebled was, him cherisht, 
And all his wounds and all his bruises guarisht ^ : 
Like as a withered tree, through husbands ^ toyle. 
Is often seene full freshly to have florisht. 
And fruitftiU apples to have borne awhile. 

As fresh as when it first was planted in the soyle. 
XXX. 
Through which advantage, b his strength he rose 

' Rayne, reign, realm. * Disentrayledj let out. 

' Kindiy^ natural. ' GttarUhtf healed. 

' IU^isbours€f repay. Hutbands^ husbandman*!. 
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And smote the other with so wondrous might, 

That through the seame which did his hauberk ^ close 

Into his throate and life it pierced quight, 

That downe he fell as dead in all mens sight : 

Tet dead he was not ; yet he sure did die. 

As all men do that lose the living spright : 

So did one soule out of his bodie J9ie 

Unto her native home fioro mortall miserie. 
XXXI. 
But nathelesse whilst all the lookeis-on 
Him dead behight,^ as he to all appeard, 
All unawares he started up anon, 
As one that had out of a dreame bene reard, 
And fresh assayld his foe ; who halfe affeard 
Of th' uncouth^ sight, as he some ghost had scene, 
Stood still amaz'd, holding his idle sweard ^ ; 
Till, having often by him stricken beene, 

He forced was to strike and save himselfe from teene.^ 
XXXII. 
Yet from thenceforth more warily he fought, 
As one in feare the Stygian gods t' offend, 
Ne Mowd on so fast, but rather sought 
ffimselfe to save, and daunger to defend,' 
Then ^ life and labour both in vaine to spend. 
Which Triamond perceiving, weened sure 
He gan to fiunt toward the battels end, 
And that he should not long on foote endure ; 

A signe winch did to him the victorie assure. 

1 Hauberky anno? for the neck * Sweard, sword. 

and breast. * Teene, sorrow, trouble 

* Bekighif supposed. ' Defend, keep off. 

' Uncouth, ttlnnge. ^ 7%en, than. 
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XXXIII. 
Whereof full blith eftsoones ^ his mightie hand 
He heavM oa high, in mind with that same blow 
To make an end of all that did withstand: 
Which Cambell seeing come was nothing slow 
Himselfe to save from that so deadly throw ^ ; 
And at that instant reaching forth his sweard ^ 
Close underneath his shield, that scarce did show, 
Stroke him, as he hb hand to strike upreard, [peard. 

In th' arm-pit full, that through both sides the wound ap- 
XXXIV. 
Yet still that direfuU stroke kept on his way. 
And, ialUng heavie on Cambelloes crest, 
Strooke him so hugely that in swowne he lay, 
And m his head an hideous wound imprest : 
And sure, had it not happily found rest 
Upon the brim of hb brode-platod shield. 
It would have cleft his braine downe to hb brest : 
So both at once fell dead upon the field, 

And each to other seemd the victorie to yield. 
XXXV. 
Which whenas all the lookers-on beheld. 
They weened sure the warre was at an end ; 
And iudges rose ; and marshab of the field 
Broke up the Ibtes, their annes away to rend ^ ; 
And Canacee gan wayle her dearest frend. 
All suddenly they both upstarted light. 
The one out of the swownd which him did blend,^ 

* Eftsoonesj immediately. ' IJiroWf aannlt. ' Sweard^ iword. 
« Rend, take. » Blend, blind. 



XXXIV. G. — Brode-plated shield.] His shield coyered with broad 
plates. 
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The other bnathing now another sprig^t ; 
And fiercely each assayling gan afresh to fight 
XXXVI. 

Long wh3e they then contbued in that wizoi 

As if but then the battell had begonne: 

Strokes, wounds, wards, weapons, all they did despise; 

Ne either car'd to ward, or peiill shonne, 

Desirous both to have the battell donne ; 

Ne either cared life to save or sjhII, 

Ne which of them did winne, ne which were wonne; 

So wearie both of fighting had their fill, 
That life itselfe seemd loathsome, and long safetie ilL 
XXXVII. 

Whilst thus the case in doubtiull ballance hong, 

Unsure to whether side it would incline, 

And all mens eyes and hearts, which there among 

Stood gazing, filled were with rufull tme ^ 

And secret feare, to see their &tall fine' ; 

All suddenly they heard a troublous noyes,' 

That seemd some perilous tumult to desme,^ 

Confiis'd with womens cries and shouts of boyes, 
Such as the troubled theatres ofttimes annoyes. 
XXXVIII. 

Thereat the Champions both stood still a space. 

To weeten ^ what that sudden clamour ment : 

Lo ! where they spyde with speedie whirling pace 

One in a charet of straunge fumiment^ 

> Rufidl tincj pitiful Borrow. ** Desime^ denote. 

* Fatalljine^ destined deaUi. * IVeetenj learn. 

' JCoyeSf noiae. ' Fumiment, furnishing. 



XXXVI. 3.^ Wards, weapont.] Church oonjectoies that the poet 

wrote * eworda ' instead of ' wards.' 

4* 
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Towards them driving like a stonne out sent 
The charet decked was m woodnxis wize 
With gold and many a gorgeous ornament, 
After the Persian monaiks antique guize. 

Such as the maker selfe could best by art devise. 
XXXIX. 
And drawne it was (that wonder is to tell) 
Of two grim lyons, taken firom the wood 
In wliich their powre all others did excell, 
Now made foiget their former ciuell mood, 
T* o>y their riders best,* as seemed good : 
And therem sate a Lady pasang fiiire 
And bright, that seemed home of angeb brood ; 
Andy with her beautie, bountie' did compare, 

Whether of them in her should have the greater share. 
XL. 
Thereto^ she learned was in magicke leare,^ 
And all the artes that subtill wits discover, 
Having therein bene tramed many a yeare. 
And weQ instructed by the Fay her mother. 
That in the same she farre exceld all other: 
Who, understanding by her mightie art 
Of th' evill plight m which her dearest Brother 
Now stood, came forth b hast to take hb part. 

And pacifie the strife which causd so deadly smart. 
XLI. 
And, as she passed through th' unruly preace^ 
Of people thronging thicke her to behold, 
Her angrie teame breaking their bonds of peace 
Great heapes of them, like sheepe m narrow fiJd, 

Best, command. ' Bovntie^ goodness. ' Tkereio, dio. 
* Lcare, lore. * PreaeCf press. 
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For hast did over*runne in dust eniould ; 

That, thorough ^ rude confusbn of the rout, 

Some fearing shriekt, some being haimed hould,' 

Some laught Car sport, some did for wonder shout. 
And some, that would seeme wise, their wonder tumd to dout 

XLII. 

In her right hand a rod of peace shee bore. 

About the which two serpoits weren ^ wound, 

Entrayled * mutually in lovely lore,* 

And by the tailes together 6nneiy bound. 

And both were with one oUve garland crownd; 

(Like to the rod which Maias sonne doth wieid. 

Wherewith the heUbh fiends he doth confound ;) 

And in her other hand a cup she hild,' 
The which was with Nepenthe to the brim upfild* 

XLIII. 

Nepenthe is a drinck of soverayne grace, 

Devized by the gods for to asswage 

Harts grief, and bitter gall away to chace 

Which stirs up anguish and contentious rage : 

Instead thereof sweet peace and quiet age 

It doth establish in the troubled mynd. 

Few men, but such as sober are and sage. 

Are by the gods to drinck thereof assynd ; 
But such as drinck, etemall happmesse do fynd. 

' T%anmghf through. * EntrayUdf entwined. 

* Hmdd, howled. * Lovely lorty loring faihion. 

s Weren, were. • HUd, held. 



XLII . 6. — Maias aonnt.'] Mercury. 

XLII. 9. — J{epentke.1 This is compounded of two Greek words, 
and means that which assuages grief. 

XLIII. 5. — QuMf age.^ Some of the editon would tnbititnte 
ptUtage, quiet or repose, for ^uiet age. 
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XLIV. 

Such famous meoy such worthies of the earth, 

As love will have advaunced to the skie, 

And there made gods, though home of mortall both, 

For their high merits and great dignitie, 

Are wont, before they may to heaven flie, 

To drincke hereof; whereby all cares finepast^ 

Are washt away quite from their memorie: 

So did those olde heroes hereof taste, 

Befiire that they in blisse amongst the gods were plaste. 
XLV. 
Much more of price and of more gratious powre 
Is tliis, then ^ that same water of Ardenne, 
The which Rinaldo drunck in happie howre, 
Described by that fiunous Tuscane penne : 
For that had might to change the hearts of men 
Fro love to hate, a change of evill cboise : 
But this doth hatred make in love to breone,^ 
And heavy heart with comibrt doth rejoyce. 

Who would not to this vertue rather yeeld his voice ! 
XLVL 
At last arriving by the listes ade 
Shee with her rod did softly smite the raile, 

> ForepoMtf gone by. ' 7%ai, than. ' Brciuie, bom. 



XLV. 2. — Thai tame water cfArdauu^ &c.] " Rinaldo, in pnrsait 
of the fair Angelica, came to the forest of Ardenne, where he foond 
the enchanted fountain, made by the magical art of Merlin for Sir 
Triatiam de Leonnois, who was in love with Isotta. If Sir Tristram 
had drank of this fountain, says the poet, he had been cured of his 
love; but the Fates ordained it otherwise The fountain, however, 
stUl preserved its virtues; for whoever drank of it, his love was turned 
into aversion. See Boiordo, or Bemi, Orlando Innamorato, book I. 
eanto lU. stania XXXVI., book U. canto XV. stanza XX VIII.**— 
Urroii. 
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Which straight flew ope and gave her way to ride. 
Eftsoones^ out of her coch she gan availe,^ 
And pacing fairely forth did bid all haile 
First to her Brother whom she loved deare, 
That so to see him made her heart to quaile ; 
And next to Cambell, whose sad ruefull cneare^ 

Made her to change her hew, and hidden love t' appeare. 
XL VII. 
They lightly her requit,* (for small delight 
They had as then her long to entertaine,) 
And eft ^ them turned both a<mine to fisht : 
Which when she saw, downe on the bloudy plame 
Herselfe she threw, and teares gan shed amaine ; 
Amongst her teares immixing prayers meeke, 
And with her prayers reasons, to restraine 
From blouddy strife ; and, blessed peace to seeke, 

By all that unto them was deare did them beseeke.^ 
XLVin. 
But whenas all might nought with them prevaile, 
She smote them lightly with her powrefiiU wand : 
Then suddenly, as if their hearts did faile, 
Their wrathfuli blades downe fell out of their hand, 
And they, like men astonbht, still did stand. 
Thus whilest their minds were doubtiiilly distraught,'^ 
And mighty spirites bound with mightier band. 
Her golden cup to them for drinke she raught,® 

Whereof, full glad for thirst, ech drunk an harty draught: 

* Eftsoones, immediately. * Eftf quickly. 

' JivaHCf descend. ' Beseeke, beseech. 

' Cheare^ appearance. ' Distraught^ distracted. 

* Requit, requited, returned * Bought, xeached. 

her salutation. 
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XLIX. 
Of which so soone as they once tasted had, 
Wond^ it is that suddon change to see : 
Instead of strokes, each other kissed glad, 
And lovely ^ haulst,^ from feare of treason &ee, 
And plighted hands, for ever friends to be. 
When all men saw this sudden change of thmg9. 
So mortall foes so friendly to agree, 
For passmg ioy, which so great marvaile brings, 

They all gan shout aloud, that all the heaven rings. 
L. 
All which when gentle Canacee beheld. 
In hast she from her lofty chaire descended. 
To weet^ what sudden tidings was befeld * : 
Where when she saw that cruell war so ended. 
And deadly foes so fidthftilly affi^nded,^ 
In lovely wise she gan that Lady greet. 
Which had so great dismay so well amended; 
And, entertaining her with curtesies meet, 

Profest to her true friendship and affection sweeL 
LI. 
Thus when they all accorded^ goodly were. 
The tiumpets sounded, and they all arose. 
Thence to depart with glee and gladsome cheie. 
Those wariike Champbns both together chose 
Homeward to march, themselves there to repose : 
And wise Cambina, taking by her side 
Faire Canacee as fresh as morning rose. 
Unto her coch remounting, home did ride, 

Admir'd of all the people and much glorifide. 

1 Lovdy, loTinglj. * Befefd^ befallen. 

* Hambtf clung roond the neck. * Ajfrendedf made friends. 

* Wut^ learn. ' Jkeorded^ leconeUed. 
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L.II. 
Where making ioyous feast their daies they spent 
In perfect love, devoide of hatefull strife, 
Allide with bands of mutuall couplement ; 
For Triamond had Canacee to wife, 
With whom he ledd a long and happie life ; 
And Cambel tooke Cambina to his fere,^ 
The which as life were each to other liefe.' 
So all alike did love, and loved were. 
That ^nce their days such lovers were not ibund elsweie. 

* F(nv, oompanioii. * Ii^e,dear. 
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CANl'O IV. 

Satynne makes a Turneyment 

For love of Florimell : 
firitomart wiimcs the prize from all, 

And Artegall doth quelL 

I. 
It often fals ^ (as here it earst^ befell,) 
That mortall foes doe tiume to faithfull frends, 
And iiiends profest are chaungd to foeroen fell : 
The cause of botli of^ both their minds depends; 
And th' end of both likewise of^ both their ends: 
For enmitie, that of no ill proceeds 
But of occasicxiy with th' occasion ends ; 
And iijendship, which a faint affection breeds 
Without regard of good, dyes like ill-grounded seeds. 
II. 
That well (me seemes) appeares by that of late 
Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell ; 
As als^ by this ; that now a new debate 
Stird up twixt Blandamour and Paridell, 
The which by course beials me here to tell : 

> Fals, befalls. > Of, upon. 

* Eargty formerly. * Als, aim. 



11.2.— Twixt Cambdl and Sir Tnamond, &4i.] Cambell and Sir 
Triamond were instances of ** enmitie that of no ill proceeds ;" Blanda- 
monr and Paridell, of*' friendship which a faint afiection breeds.** 

II. 5. — The wkickf &c.] The story b now resumed fix>m canto IL 
stanza XXXI. 
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Who, baying those two other Knights espide 

Maichbg afore,^ as ye remember well, 

Sent forth their Squire to have them both descride, 

And eke those masked Ladies riding them beside. 
III. 
Who backe retumbg told, as be had seene, 
That they were doughtie Knights of dreaded name ; 
And those two Ladies their two loves unseene ^ ; 
And therefore wisht them without blot or blame 
To let them passe at will, for dread of shame. 
But Blandamour full of vain-glorious spright. 
And rather surd by his discordfiiU Dame, 
Upon them gladly would have proved his might, 

But that he yet was sore of his late lucklesse fight. 
IV. 
Yet nigh apprcx^hing he them fowle bespake. 
Disgracing them, himselfe thereby to grace, 
As was hb wont ; so weening way to make 
To Ladies love, whereso he came in place, 
And with lewd termes their lovers to deface. 
Whose sharpe provokement them bcenst so sore, 
That both were bent t' avenge hb usage base. 
And gan their shields addresse themselves afore ^ : 

For evill deedes may better then ^ bad words be bore. 

V. 
But iaire Cambma with perswasions myld 
Did mitigate the fiercenesse of their mode. 
That for the present they were reconcyl'd, 
And gan to treate of deeds of armes abiode, 
And strange adventures, all the way they rode : 

* Afort,, before. ' Unstent^ unknown. ' Tktn^ than. 



II. 9. — Masked LadieMJ] Canacee and Cambina. 
VOL. UI. 5 
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Amongst the which they told, as then befd, 
Of .that great Tumey which was blazed brode/ 
F<N- that rich Girdle of faire Floriinell, 

The prize of her which did in beauty most excdl. 
VI. 
To which folkennote ^ they all with one consent^ 
Sith ^ each of them his Ladie had him by, 
Whose beautie each of them thought excellent, 
Agreed to travell, and their fortunes try. 
So as they passed forth, they did espy 
One in bright annes widi ready speare in rest, 
That toward them his course seem'd to apply ; 
Gainst whom Sir Paridell himselfe addrest, 

Him weening, ere he nigh approcht, to have repiest. 
VIL 
Which th' other seebg gan his course relent,^ 
And vaunted ^ speare eftsoones ^ to disadvaunce,'' 
As if he naught but peace and pleasure roent, 
Now &lne into their fellowship by chance ; 
Whereat they shewed curteous countenaunce. 
So as he rode with them accompanide, 
His roving eie did on the Lady glaunce 
Which Blandamour had riding by his side : 

Whom sure he weend that he somewhere tolbre ^ had eide. 
VIII. 
It was to weete that snowy Florimell, 
Which Ferrau late fix>m Braggadochio wonne ; 

> BrodBf abroad. * VaunUd^ held thieateninglj. 

* Foike^mote^ meeting of people. ' Eftsoones, im me diat e ly. 
' Sith, Bince. "* IHsadvaunee, lower, 

* RdaUy slacken. " Tofore, before. 



Vm. 2.-^ Which Ferrau lale, &c.] See book III. canto Vm. 
■tanza XIX., and book IV. canto III. stanza IV. 
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Whom he now sedng, her remembred well. 
How having reft^ her fix>in the Witches sonne, 
He sQone her lost : Wherefore he now begunne 
To challenge her anew, as his owne prize, 
Whom formerly he had in battell wonne, 
And proffer made by force her to reprize^ : 

Which scomefiill offer Blandamour gan soone despize ; 
IX. 
And said ; '' Sir Knight, sith ^ ye thb Lady clame, 
Whom he that hath were loth to lose so light,^ 
(For so to lose a Lady were great shame,) 
Yee shall her winne, as I have done, in fight : 
And lo ! shee shall be placed here in sight 
Together with this Hag beside her set, 
That whoso winnes her may her have by right ; 
But he shall have the Hag that is ybet,^ 

And with her alwaies ride, till he anotlier get." 
X. 
That offer pleased all the company : 
So Florimell with Ate forth was brought, 
At which they all gan laugh full merrily : 
But Braggadochio said, he never thought 
For such an Hag, that seemed worst then^ nought, 
Ks person to emperill ^ so in fight : 
But if to match that Lady they had sought 
Another like, that were like faire and bright, 

Hb life he then would spend to iustifie his right. 
XI. 
At which his vaine excuse they all gan smile, 

1 R^, taken. • Yba, beaten. 

* Reprize, retake. ■ Theuj than. 

' Sith, aince. ^ EmperiU, endanger. 

* Light, easily. 
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As seaming his unmanly cowaidize : 

And Flcvimell him fowty gan revile, 

That ibr her sake reiiis'd to enterprize 

The battell, offied in so knighdy wize ; 

And Ate eke provokt him privily 

With love of her, and shame of such mesprize.^ 

But naught he car'd for friend or enemy ; 

For in base mmd nor friendship dweb nor enmity. 
XII. 
But Cambell thus did shut up aD in iest ; 
** Brave Knights and Ladies, certes^ ye doe wrong 
To stirre up strife, when most us needeth rest, 
That we may us reserve both fresh and strong 
Against the Tumeiment which is not long,^ 
When whoso list to fight may fight his fill : 
Till then your challenges ye may prolong^ , 
And then it shall be tried, if ye will. 

Whether shall have the Hag, or hold the Lady still." 
xin. 
They all agreed ; so, turning all to game 
And pleasaunt bord,^ they past forth on their way ; 
And all that while, whereso they rode or came, 
That masked Mock-Knight was their sport and play. 
Till that at length upon th' appointed day 
Unto the place of Tumejrment they came; 
Where they before them found b fiesh aray 
Manie a brave Knight and manie a daintie Dame 

Assembled for to get the honour of that game. 

> Mesprizef contempt ' CerteSf certainly. ' I^ong, distant. 
* Proltmgf postpone. * Bord, jeii. 



XUl. 4. ^ Mask^.] Not masked, literally, but wearing a character 
not belonging to him. 
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XIV. 

There this &ire crew airiving did divide 
Themselves asunder : Blandamour with those 
Of bis on th' one, the rest on th' other side. 
But boastfiil Braggadocchio rather chose. 
For glorie vaine, their fellowship to lose, 
That men on him the more might gaze alone. 
The rest themselves in troupes did else dispose, 
like as it seemed best to every one ; 

The Knights in couples maicht with Ladies linckt attooe.^ 

XV. 
Then first of all forth came Sir Satyrane, 
Bearing that jM^ecious relicke in an arke^ 
Of gold, that bad eyes might it not prophane ; 
Which drawing softly forth out of the darke, 
He open shewd, that all men it mote marke ; 
A gorgeous Girdle, curiously embost^ 
With pearie and precious stone, worth many a matke^ ; 
Yet did the worionanship fane passe^ the cost: 

It was the same which lately FlcNnmel had lost.' 

XVL 
JThe same aloft he hung in open vew, 
To be the prize of beautie and of might ; 
The which, eftsoones ^ discovered, to it drew 
The eyes of all, allur'd with close delight, 
And hearts quite robbed with so glonous »ght, 
That all men threw out vowes and wi^es vaine. 
Thrise happie Ladie, and thrise happie Knight, 
Them seemd that could so goodly riches gaine. 

So worthie of the perill, worthy of the paine. 

' AUmu^ at once. ' ^ke, box, or chest. ' Emb^sl, ornamented. 

^ Marke^ a piece of money worth thirteen thillings and six pence. 

* Passe, surpass. ' Eftsoones^ immediately. 

5» 
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XVII. 

Then tooke the bold Sir Satyrane in hand 
An huge great speare, such as he wont to wield, 
And, vauncing ^ ibrtli fixxn all the other band 
Of Knights, addrest his maiden-headed shield, 
Shewing hiinselfe all ready for the field : 
Gainst whom there smgled firom the other side 
A Painim Knight that well in armes was skil'd, 
And had in many a battell oft bene tride, 

Hight^ Bruncheval the bold, who fiersly forth did ride. 
XVIII. 
So furiously they both together met. 
That neither could the others force sustaine : 
As two fierce buls, that strive the rule to get 
Of all the heard, meete with so hideous maine,^ 
That both rebutted * tumble on the plaine ; 
So these two Champions to the ground were feld ; 
Where in a maze they both did long remaine, 
And in their hands their idle troncheons held. 

Which neither able were to wag,* or once to weld.' 
XIX. 
Which when the noble Ferramont espide. 
He pricked forth in ayd of Satyran ; 
And him against Sir Blandamour did ride 
With all the strength and stiffiiesse that he can : 
But the more strong and stiffely that he ran. 
So much more sorely to the ground he fell, 

^ Vauncing, adyancin^. ^ RebuUedj driyen back. 

• Hightf named. * Wa^, move. 

> Maine, force. • Weld, wield. 



XVII. i. — Maiden^headed'i In book III. canto VII. stania XXX., 
we are told that the deyice on the shield of Sir Satyrane was a Satyr*8 
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That on an heape were tumbled horse and man : 
Unto whose rescue forth rode Paridell ; 

But him likewise with that same speare he eke did quell. 
XX. 
Which Braggadocchio seeing had no will 
To hasten gready to his pardes ayd, 
Albee ^ lus tume were next ; but stood there still. 
As one that seemed doubtfuU or dismayd : 
But Triamond, halfe wroth to see him staid, 
Stemly stept forth and raught^ away bis speare, 
With which so sore he Ferramont assaid, 
That horse and man to ground he quite did beare, 

That neither could m hast themselves again upreare. 
XXI. 
Which to avenge Sir Devon him did dight,^ 
But with no better fortune then * the rest ; 
For him likewise he quickly downe did smight: 
And after him Sir Douglas him addrest ; 
And after him Sir Palimord forth prest ; 
But none of them against his strokes could stand ; 
But, all the more, the more his praise merest : 
F(Mr either they were left upon the land, 

Or went away sore wounded of his haplesse hand. 
XXII. 
And now by this Sir Satyrane abraid * 
Out of the swowne, in which too long be lay ; 
And looking round about, like one dismaid, 
Whenas he saw the mercilesse afliay 
Which doughty Triamond had wrought that day 

' Jlbee^ although. * Raught, reached, took. ' I>ight, prepare. 
* Then, than. * Abraid^ awoke. 



XXI. 7. — AUthe more.'l The more of them there were. 
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Unto the ooble Knights of Maidenhead, 
His mighty heart did akoost rend in tway 
For very gall, that rather wholly dead 

Himselfe he wisht have beene then ^ in so bad a stead.* 
XXIll. 
Efisoones ^ he gan to gather up around 
Hb weapons which lay scattered all abrode, 
And, as it fell/ his steed he ready fixind : 
On whom remountmg fiercely forth he rode, 
like sparke of fire that fix>m the andvile glode,^ 
There where he saw the valiant Triamond 
Chasing, and laying on them heavy lode,^ 
That none his force were able to withstond ; 

So dreadful! were his strokes, so deadly was his bond 
XXIV. 
With that, at him his beamlike speare he aimed, 
And thereto all his power and might applide : 
The wicked Steele for mischiefe first ordained. 
And having now Misfortune got for guide. 
Staid not till it arrived in his side. 
And therein made a very griesly wound. 
That streames of blood his armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with that direiiill stownd,'' 

That scarse he him upheld fix>m Ming in a sound.^ 
XXV. 
Yet, as he might, himselfe he soft withdrew 
Out of the field, that none perceived it plaine : 
Then gan the Part^ of Chalengeis anew 

> Then, than. ' LiMUf weight of blows. 

* Staady utoation. ^ Stownd, aasaolt 
' EftsoaneSf immediately. ' SouiuL, swoon. 

* FeU, bcfeU. • Part, par^. 

* GiM2«, glided, went 
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To range the field, and yictorlike to raine,^ 
That none against them battell dunt maintains. 
By that the gloomy evening on them fell, 
That fixoed them fiom fighting to refirabe. 
And trumpets sound to cease did them compell : 

So Satyrane that day was iudg'd to beaie the bell. 
XXVI. 
The morrow next the Tumey gan anew ; 
And with the first the hardy Satyrane 
Appeared in place, with all his noble crew: 
On di' other side full many a warlike swaine 
Assembled were, that glorious prize to gaine. 
But mongst them all was not Sir Triamond ; 
Unable he new battell to dairaine,^ 
Through grieyaunce of his late received wound, 

That doubly did him grieve when ao himselfe he found. 
XXVII. 
Which Cambell sedng, though he could not salve,^ 
Ne done undoe, yet, ibr to salve his name 
And purchase honour m his friends behalve. 
This goodly counterfesaunce ^ he did frame : 
The shield and armes, well knowne to be the same 
Which Triamond had wome, unwares^ to wight 
And to his friend unwist,^ for doubt^ of blame 
If he misdid,^ he on himselfe did dight,^ 

That none could him diaceme ; and so went forth to fight. 

^ Banu, reign. ' Unwist^ unknown. 

* DarraifUf engage in. ^ Doubly fear. 

' Salve, remedy. " Miadid, faUed, did wrong. 

* Cbmrfer/t—imce, ooanteiftit. * J>igkt^ pat. 

* C%toaret, unknown. 



XXV. 9. ~ To hmn tks 6eU.] To have the sapeiioiity. 
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XXVIIl. 

There Satyrane lord of the 6eld he fi)imd, 

Triumphing in great ioy and iolity ; 

Gainst whom none able was to stand on ground : 

That much he gan his glorie to env^. 

And east t' avenge his fiiends indignity: 

A mightie speare eftsoones^ at him he bent; 

Who^ seeing him come on so fiiriously, 

Met him mid-way with equall hardiment,^ 
That forcibly to ground they both together went. 
XXIX. 

They up againe thanselves gan lightly reare. 

And to their tryed swords themselves betake ; 

With which they wrought such wondrous marvels there. 

That all the rest it &d amazed make, 

Ne any dar'd their perill to partake ; 

Now cufl^ig^ close, now chacing to and fio, 

Now hurtlmg ^ round advantage for to take : 

As two wild boares together grapling go, 
Chaufing, and fommg choler each against his fi>. 

XXX. 

So as they courst, and tumeyd here and theare, 

It chaunst Sir Satyrane his steed at last, 

Whether through foundring ^ or through soddn feare. 

To stumble, that his rider nigh he cast ; 

Which vauntage Cambell did pursue so &st, 

That, ere himselfe he had recovered well, 

So sore he sowst ^ him on the compast creast, 

> Eftsoones, immediately. * Hurtling^ moving. 

* Hardhnent, counge. * Foundring, tripping, ftDhig. 

' Cvging, striking. ' Sotcst, ttnick. 



XXX. S. ~ Sir Satyrane his.} Sir Satyrane's. 

XXX. 7.— 7%c eonipcMt cretut,] The round part of hia helmet 
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That foiced him to leave his loftie seQ/ 
And rudely tumbling downe under his horse-feete feD. 
XXXI. 
lighdy Cambello leapt downe fiom his steed 
For to have rent his shield and annes away, 
That whyl(Hne ^ wont to be the victors meed ; 
When all unwares he felt an hideous sway 
Of many swords that lode ^ on him did lay : 
An hundred Knights had him enclosed round. 
To rescue Satyrane out of his pray ; 
All which at once huge strokes on him did pound, 
In hope to take him prisoner, where he stood on ground. 
XXXII. 
He with their multitude was nought dismayd. 
But with stout courage tumd upon them all, 
And with his brond-iron round about him layd ; 
Of which he dealt large almes, as did befaU : 
like as a lion, that by chaunce doth fall 
Into the hunters toile, doth rage and rore. 
In royall heart disdaining to be thrall : 
But all in vaine : for what might one do more ? 
They have him taken captive though it grieve him sore. 
XXXIII. 
Whereof when newes to Triamond was brought 
Thereas he lay, his wound he soone forgot, 
And startmg up straight for his armour sought: 
In vaine he sought ; for there he found it not ; 
Cambello it away before had got : 

* SeU, nddle. * IFAyiome, formerly. > Lode, weight of blowi. 



XXXII. 4. — Large almes.'] Large allowance of blows. Todd cites 
a nmjlar expression from Milton's Samson Agonistes — 

" He now be dealing dole among his foes." 
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Cambelloes amies therefore be on him threw. 
And lightly tssewd forth to take his lot. 
There he in troupe found all that warlike crew 
T leading his friend away, fiill s(Mie to his vew. 

XXXIV. 
Into the thickest of that knightly preasse ^ 
He thrust, and smote downe all that was betweene. 
Caned with fervent zeale ; ne did he ceasse. 
Till that he came where he had Cambell scene 
like captive thral two other Knights atweene : 
There he amongst them cruell havocke makes. 
That they, which lead him, soone enforced beene 
To let him loose to save their proper stakes ; 
Who, being freed, from one a weapon fiercely takes : 

XXXV. 
With that he drives at them with dreadfull might, 
Both in remembrance of his friends late harme, 
And in revengement of his owne despight : 
So both together give a new allarme, 
As if but now the battell wezed warme. 
As when two greedy wdves doe breake by force 
Into an heard, feire frtxn the husband fiume^ 
They spoile and ravine without all remorse : 
So did these two through all the field th^ foes enfcnce. 

XXXVl. 
Fiercely they Mowd on their bolde emprize, 
Till trumpets sound did wame them all to rest : 
Then all with one consent did yeeld the prize 
To Triamond and Cambell as the best : 

^ PreoMc, preis. 



XXXIV. 8. — TKdr proper JtoAet .] Their own livea. 
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But Triamond to Cambell it lelest,^ 
And Cambell it to Triamond transferd ; 
Each labouring t' advance the others gest,^ 
And make his praise before his owne preferd : 

So that the docnne' was to another day differd. 
XXXVII. 
The last day came ; when all those Knightes agame 
Assembled were their deedes of armes to shew. 
Full many deedes that day were shewed pldne : 
But Satyrane, hove all the other crew, 
His wondrous worth declard in all mens view ; 
For fix)m the first he to the last endured : 
And though some while Fortune fixxn him withdrew, 
Yet evermore his honour he recured,* 

And with unwearied powre his party still assured. 
XXXVIII. 
Ne was there Knight that ever thought of armes, 
But that his utmost prowesse there made knowen : 
That, by their many wounds and carelesse ^ harmes. 
By shivered speares and swords all under strowen. 
By scattered shields, was easie to be showen. 
There might ye see loose steeds at randon ronne, 
Whose lucklesse riders late were overthiowen ; 
And Squiers make hast to helpe their luords fordonne ^ : 

But still the Knights of Maidenhead the better wonne. 
XXXIX. 
Till that there entred on the other side 
A straunger Knight, from whence no man could reed,'' 
In quyent® disguise, full hard to be descride : 

> Relest, released. * CareUsse^ not cared for. 

* Gestf achievement. ' Ford&mUf undone, defeated. 

* Doonu, decision. ' Reed, tell. 

^ Reaared, recovered. ' Q^V^t^t quaint, singnlar. 

VOL. III. 6 
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For all his armour was like salvage weed ^ 
With woody mosse bedight,^ and all hb steed 
With oaken leaves attrapt, that seemed fit 
For salvage wight^ and thereto^ well agreed 
HQs word/ which on his ragged shield was writ, 

Salvagesse samfinuse^ shewmg secret wit. 
XL. 
He, at his first incomming, charg'd his spere 
At him that first appeared m his sight ; 
That was to weet the stout Sir Sangliere, 
Who well was knowen to be a valiant Km^t, 
Approved oft in many a perlous ^ fight : 
Him at the first encounter downe he smote. 
And over-bore beyond his crouper quight ; 
And after him another Knight, that bote ^ 

Su" Brianor, so sore, that none him life behote.^ 
XLI. 
Then, ere his hand he reard, he overthrew 
Seven Knights one after other as they came : 
And, when his speare was bnist,^ his sword he drew, 
The instrument of wrath, and with the same 
Far'd ® like a lyon in his bloodie game, 
Hewing and slashing shields and helmets bright. 
And beating downe whatever nigh him came. 
That every one gan shun his dreadfull sight 

No lesse then ^^ death itselfe, in daungerous affiight. 

> Sahagt toeedf sayage or wild dress. < Hote^ was named. 

* Bedight, adorned. ^ Behote^ assured, promised. 

* Thereto^ besides. * Brust, broken. 

* Word, motto. * Fwd, acted. 

* Pedous, perilous. ^ Then, than. 



XXXIX. 6.— IFic4 oakm Uaoeg aUrapt.] His trappings were of 
oak leaves. 
XXXIX. 9. — Sahag€9se mnsfauMse.] Wildness without art 
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XLIl. 

Much wondred all men what or whence he came, 
That did amongst the troupes so tyrannize ; 
And each of other gan inquire his name : 
But, when they could not leame it by no wize, 
Most answerable to his wyld disguize 
It seemed, him to tenne the Salvage Knight: 
But certes ^ his right name was otherwize, 
Though knowne to few that Arthegall he hight,^ 

The doughtiest Knight that liv'd that day, and most of might 
XLIII. 
Thus was Sir Satyrane with aU his band 
By his sole manhood and atchievement stout 
Dismay'd,^ that none of them in field durst stand, 
But beaten were and chased aU about. 
So he continued all that day throughout, 
Till evening that the sunne gan downward bend : 
Th^ nished forth out of the thickest rout 
A stranger Knight, that did his glorie shend * : 

So nought may be esteemed happie till the end ! 
XLIV. 
He at his entrance charged his powrefiill speare 
At Arthegall, m middest ^ of his pryde. 
And therewith smote him on his umbriere^ 
So sore, t&at tombling backe he downe did slyde 
Over his horses taile above a stryde ^ ; 
Whence little lust® he had to rise agame. 
Which Cambell seeing, much the same env^de,' 

> CerteSf certainly. ' Umbriere, Tisor of the helmet 

* Bight, wu called. '' Stryde, itep, pace. 

* DinMyd, aabdoed. * Liut, wish. 

* Skmdf ahame. * Envyde, was indignant 
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And ran at him with all his might and mame ; 

But shortly was like^pnse seene lying on the plame. 
XLV. 
Whereat full bly wioth was Triamond, 
And cast ^ t* avenge the shame doen to his Aeead : 
But by his iriend himseire eke soone he fond ^ 
In no lesse neede of helpe then ^ him he weend. 
All which when Blandamour from end to eaad 
Beheld, he woxe therewith displeased sore, 
And diought in mind it shortly to amend : 
His speare he feutred,^ and at him it bore ; 

But with no better fortune then ^ the rest afore.^ 
XL VI. 
Full many others at him likewise ran ; 
But all of them like^rae dismounted were : 
Ne certes ^ wonder ; for no powre of man 
Could bide^ the force of that enchaunted speare, 
The which this famous Britomart did beare ; 
With which she wondrous deeds of arms atchieved. 
And ov^threw whatever came her neare; 
That all those stranger Knights fiill sore agrieved, 

And that late weaker band of Chalengers relieved. 
XLVII. 
Like as in sommers day when raging heat 
Doth bume the earth and boyled rivers drie, 
That all brute beasts forst to refraine fro meat 
Doe hunt for shade where shrowded they may lie, 

' Catif purposed, resolved. * Jiforej before. 

* Fondf found. ' Certes, certainly. 
' Tken^ than. ^ Bids, sustain. 

* FaUredy pat in the rest 



XLV. 4. — Him he tpeend.'] Expected ; that is, to avenge. 
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And, missing it, faine ^ from themselves to ffie ; 
All travellers tormented are with paine : 
A watry cloud doth overcast the skie, 
And poureth forth a sudden shoure of raine, 

That all the wretched world recomforteth againe : 
XLVIII. 
So did the warlike Britomart restore 
The prize to Knights of Maydenhead that day, 
Which else was like to have bene lost, and bore 
The prayse of prowesse from them all away. 
Then shrilling trompets loudly gan to bray, 
And bad them leave their labours and long toyle 
To ioyous feast and other gentle play. 
Where beauties prize sliould win that pretious spoyle: 

Where I with sound of trompe will also rest awhyle. 

^ Fatrntf deiire. 
6« 
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CANTO V. 

The Ladies for the Girdle stExre 

Of famous Florimell : 
Scudamour, comming to Cares Houses 

Doth sleepe from him ^ ezpelL 

I. 
It hath bene thnnigh all ages ever seone, 
That with the praise of armes and chevalrie 
The prize of beautie still hath ioyned beene ; 
And that for reasons speciall privitee^ ; 
For dther doth on other much relie : 
For He me seemes most fit the Faire to serve, 
That can her best defend from villenie ; 
And She most fit his service doth deserve, 

That fairest is, and fiom her faith will never swerve. 
XL 
So fitly now here commeth next m place, 
After the proofe of Prowesse ended well, 
The controverse ^ of Beauties soveraine grace ; 
In which, to her that doth the most excell, 
Shall faU the Girdle of faiie Florimell : 
That many wish to win fcnr glorie vaine. 
And not for vertuous use, which some doe tell 
That glorious Belt did m itselfe containe. 

Which Ladies ought to love, and seeke for to obtabe. 

^ Him^ hinuelf * SpedaU priviUe, peculiar connection, or relationship. 
' Controverse, debate, contention. 
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m. 
That Girdle gave the vertue of chast love 
And wivehood true to all that did it beaie ; 
But whosoever contrarie doth prove, 
Might not the same about her middle weare, 
But it would loose, or else asunder teare. 
Whilome ^ it was (as Faeries wont report) 
Dame Venus girdle, by her 'steemed deare 
What time she usd to live m wively sort. 
But layd aside whenso she usd^ her looser sport 

IV. 
Her husband Vulcan whyloroe ^ for her sake. 
When first he loved her with heart entire. 
This pretious ornament, they say, did make, 
And wrought in Liemnos with unquenched fire: 
And afterwards did for her loves first hire 
Give it to her, for ever to remame. 
Therewith to bmd lascivious desire. 
And loose affections streightly ' to restrame ; 
Which vertue it for ever after did retabe. 

1 inbtZoaM, formerly. * Usd^ pnctmed. > StragMy^Mc^. 



m. 4. — Might not the game, &c.] In the romanlio literature of 
chiTalry, migic tests of the fidelity of ladies are frequenUy introduced. 
Sometimes the test is a manUe, as in the ballad of the Boy and Mantle, 
in Percy's Reliqnes; sometimes a cup with wine as in the 'Morto 
d'Aithor/ 

III. 7. — Dame Vemus girdle.} The cestns of Venus is renowned in 
classic poetry, and is merely a type of those charms of manner, yoice, 
deportment, and expression, which are such powerful auxiliaries to 
beauty, and are even able to supply its place. In the description of 
the girdle of Florimel, Spenser has infused a moral element, not 
belonging to the cestus of Venus, which had the quality of inspiring 
lore, without distinction as to the character of the passion. 
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V. 

The same one day, whea she herselfe disposd 
To viate her beloved paranxnire. 
The god of Wane, she from her nuddle loosd, 
And left behind her in her secret bowre 
On Acidalian mount, where many an howie 
She with the pleasant Graces wont to play. 
There Florimell m her first ages flowre 
Was fostered by those Graces, (as they say,) 

And brought with her fiom thence that goodly Belt away. 

VI. 
That goodly Belt was Cestus bight ^ by name. 
And as her life by her esteemed deaie : 
No wonder then, if that to winne the same 
So many Ladies sought, as shall appeare ; 
For pearelesse she was thought that did it beare. 
And now by this their feast all being ended, 
The iudges, which thereto selected were. 
Into the Martian field adowne descended 

To deeme^ this doutftill case, for which they all contended. 

vn. 
But first was question made, which of those Knights 
That lately turoeyd had the wager wonne : 
There was it iudged, by those worthie wights, 
That Satyiane the first day best had dixme : 

' IRghlf called. * Deenu^ judge. 



V. 5. — Acidalian minnU,'\ There was a fountain caUed Acidalia in 
ficBotia, which was a fayorite resort of the Graces, and this is probably 
some neighboring mountain. 

VI. 8. — Martian fidd.] *« Should it not be * martial field ? ' Or does 
the poet keep Martian, and allude to the Camptts Martina, a field lyin^ 
near the Tiber, and consecrated to Mars ? " — Upton. 
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For he last ended, having first begonne. 
The second was to Triamond behight,^ 
For that he saved the victour fix>m fordonne ^ : 
For Cambell victour was, in all mens sight, 

Till by mishap he in his foemens hand did light. 

VIII. 
The third dayes prize unto that straunger IQiigbt, 
Whom all men tenn'd Knight of the Hebene* Speare, 
To Britomart was given by good right ; 
For that with puissant stroke she downe did beare 
The Salvage Knight that victour was whileare/ 
And all the rest which had the best afore,^ 
And, to the last, unconquer'd did appeare ; 
For last is deemed best: To her therefore 

The fayrest Ladie was adiudged for Paramore. 

IX. 
But thereat gready gnidged Arthegall, 
And much repynd, that both of victors meede 
And eke of honour she did him forestall : 
Yet mote he not withstand what was decreede ; 
But inly thought of diat despightfoll deede 
Fit time t' awaite avenged for to bee. 
This being ended thus, and all agreed, 
Then next ensew'd ^ the paragon ^ to see 

Of beaudes praise, and yeeld the Fayrest her due fee.® 

X. 
Then first Cambello brought into their view 
HQs faire Cambina covered with a veale ^ ; 

1 Behtgkty adjudged. ' Enstw'dy followed. 

* Fordomu^ being vnnqnwhfd. ^ Pam^oii, eontest 

* HekeiUf ebony. ' Fee, property, rewaid. 

* fFkUtare, hefore. • Veale, red. 

* 4^brey before. 
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Which, bemg once withdiawne, most perfect hew 

And passing beautie did eftsoones ^ reveale, 

That able was weake harts away to steale. 

Next did Sir Triamond unto their sight 

The face of his deare Canacee unhealed ; 

Whose beauties beame eftsoones ^ did shme so bright, 

That daz'd ^ the eyes of all, as with exceeding light. 

XI. 
And after her did Paridell produce 
His false Duessa, that she might be scene ; 
Who with her forged beautie did seduce 
The hearts of some that fairest her did weene ; 
As diverse wits afl^ted divers beene. 
Then did Sir Ferramont unto them shew 
I£s Lucida, that was full faire and sheene^ : 
And after these an hundred Ladies moe ^ 

Appear'd m place, the which each other did outgoe.* 

XII. 
All which whoso dare thinke for to enchace,^ 
Him needeth sure a golden pen I weene 
To tell the feature of each goodly face. 
For, since the day that they created beene, 
So many heavenly faces were not scene 
Assembled in one place : ne he that thought 
For Chian fblke to pourtraict Beauties queene, 

* Eftso&ruSj immediately. * Jfoa, more. 

* UnheaU, uncover. * OutgoCf rarpaas. 

' Daz'd, dazzled. ' EnehaeSf describe. 

^ Skeene, hfighi. 



XII. 7.^ For Chian folke, &c.] This alludes to Apelles, who ia 
said to haye combined in his picture of Venus (painted for the inhabit- 
ants of the island of Cos) the charms of the most beautiful women in 
the island, who had sat to him as models. 
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By view of all the fairest to him brought, 
So many faire did see, as here he might have sought. 
XIU. 
At last, the most redoubted Britonesse 
Her lovely Amoret did open shew ; 
Whose face, discovered, plainely did expresse 
The heavenly pourtraict of bright angels hew. 
Well weened all, which her that time did vew. 
That she should surely beare the bell away ; 
Till Blandamour, who thought he had the trew 
And veiy Florimell, did her display : 
The sight of whom once scene did all the rest dismay.^ 
XIV. 
For all afore ^ that seemed &yre and bright, 
Now base and c6ntemptible did appeare. 
Compared to her that shone as Phebes Ught 
Amongst the lesser starres in evening cleare. 
All that her saw with wonder ravisht weare. 
And weend no mortall creature she should bee. 
But some celestiall shape that flesh did beare: 
Yet all were glad there Florimell to see ; 
Yet thought that Florimell was not so faire as shee. 
XV. 
As guilefull goldismith that by secret stdU 
With golden foyle doth finely over-spred 
Some baser metall, which commend he will 
Unto the vulgar for good gold insted. 
He much more goodly glosse thereon doth shed 
To hide his falshood, then ^ if it were trew : 
So hard this Idole^ was to be ared,^ 

1 Dismay f subdue, oyerpower. ' 4f0re, before. ' I%m, than. 
* IdoUf image. * Jired, detected. 
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That Florimell heiseUe m all meos vew 
She seem'd to passe ^ : So Sargod things do ftirest shew. 

XVL 

Then was that golden Belt by doome of all 

Graunted to her, as to the Fayrest Dame. 

Which being bnxi^t, about her middle small 

They thought to gird, as best it her became ; 

But by no meanes they could it thereto frame: 

For, ever as they fastned it, it loos'd 

And fell away, as feeling secret blame. 

Full oft about her wast she it enclos'd ; 
And it as oft was fiom about her wast disclos'd* : 
XVII. 

That all men wondred at the (mcouth ' si^it, 

And each one thought, as to their fimcies came: 

But she herselfe did thbke it doen tat spigfat. 

And touched was with secret wrath and shame 

Therewith, as thbg deviz'd her to defiune. 

Then many oth^ Ladies likewise tride 

About their tender loynes to knit the same ; 

But it would not on none of them abide, 
But when they thought it fast, efisoooes ^ it was untide. 
xvra. 

Which when that scomefiill Squire of Dames did 

He lowdly gan to laugh, and thus to iest ; 

'^ Alas for pittie that so faire a crew. 

As like cannot be seene fiom east to west. 

Cannot find one this Girdle to invest ^ ! 

Fie on the man that did it first inyent,^ 



* Pagsej sarptas. * EftmnmeSf uninedjalelf. 

' DiaeUu'd, diaengaged. * tnc^tt, put on. 

> Umanaky atnnge. * /nvent, find. 
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To shame us all with this, Dhgiri unbkstl 

Let never Ladie to his love asseDt, 
That hath this day so many so unmanly shent^ " 

XIX. 

Thereat all Knights gan laugh, and Ladies lowre^: 

Till that at last the gentle Amoret 

Likewise assayd to prove that Girdles powie ; 

And, having it about her middle set. 

Did 6nd it fit withouten breach or let 3; 

Whereat the rest gan greatly to envie : 

But Florimell exceedingly did fret, 

And, snatching from her hand halfe angrily 
The Belt againe, about her bodie gan it tie : 

XX. 

Yet nathemore ^ would it her bodie fit ; 

Yet nathelesse to her, as her dew right. 

It yielded was by them that iudged it ; 

And she herselfe adiudged to the Knight 

That bore the hebene ^ speare, as wonne in fight. 

But Britomart would not thereto assent, 

Ne her owne Amoret forgoe so light ^ 

For that strange Dame, whose beauties wondennent 
She lesse esteemM then ^ th' others vertuous govenunent^ 

XXL 

Whom when the rest did see her to refuse. 

They were full glad, in hope themselves to get her: 

Yet at her choice they all did greatiy muse.^ 

1 Sheni, disgraced. * Ltght, rradtlj. 

■ Lnere, lower, frown. ^ Tkmf than. 

* Letf obitraction. * Ocvemmeiit, goTenunent of 
« Jfathemore, none the more. henelf, eondnet 

* JBe&MM, ebony. * Mum, wonder. 
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But, after that, the iudges did airet ^ her 
Unto the second best that lov'd her better ; 
That was the Salvage Kni^t : but he was gone 
In great displeasure, that he could not get her. 
Then was she iudged Tiiamond his one ; 

But Tiiamond lov'd Canacee and other none. 

XXII. 
Tho^ unto Satyran she was adiudged, 
Who was right glad to gaine so goodly meed : 
But Blandamour thereat fuU greatly grudged, 
And little prays'd his labours evill speed, 
That for to winne the saddle lost the steed. 
Ne lesse thereat did Paridell complaine. 
And thought t' appeale, fixxm that which was decreed, 
To sbgle combat with Sir Satyrane : 

Thereto him Ate stird, new discord to maintaine. 
XXIII. 
And eke, with these, fiill many other Knights 
She through her wicked working did incense 
Her to demaund and chalenge ^ as their rights, 
Deserved for their perils recompense. 
Amongst the rest, with boastfiill vaine pretense 
Stept Braggadochio forth, and as his thrall 
Her claym'd, by him in battell wonne long sens * : 

^ Arretf adjudge, assign. ' Chalenge, claim. 

' ThOf then. ^ Sens, since. 



XXI. 8. — Trianumd his one."] Triamond*s one; belonging to Tri- 
amond. Hughes reads '* own " for " one." 

XXII. A.^EviU speed.] . lU saccess. 

XXII. 5. — That far to winne the saddle lost the steed,] Blandamour, 
it will be recollected, had won the false Florimell (canto II. stania VII.) 
and he had risked her for the chance of winning the girdle. 
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Whereto herselfe he did to witnesse call ; 
Who, bemg askt, acoNtliDgly coofessed all. 

XXIV. 

Thereat exceeding wroth was Satyran ; 

And wroth with Satyran was Blandamour ; 

And wroth with Blandamour was Erivan ; 

And at them both Sir Paiidell did loure.^ 

So all together stird up strifull stoure,^ 

And readie were new battell to darraine ^ : 

Each one profest to be her paramoure, 

And vow'd with speare and shield it to mamtaine ; 

Ne iudges powre, ne reasons rule, mote them restraine. 
XXV. 
Which troublous stinre when Satyrane aviz'd,^ 
He gan to cast^ how to appease the same, 
And, to accord ^ them all, this meanes deviz'd : 
First in the midst to set that fayrest Dame, 
To whom each one his chalenge should disclame. 
And he himselfe his right would eke releasse : 
Then, looke to whom she voluntarie came, 
He should without disturbance her possesse : 

Sweete is the love that comes alone with tviUingnesse. 
XXVI. 
They all agreed ; and then that snowy Mayd 
Was in the middest plast among them all : 
All on her gazmg wisht, and vowd, and prayd. 
And to the queene of Beautie close did call, 

' Loure, lower. * Aviz*d, perceiyed. 

' Staurty tamult, paMion. * Cast, reflect. 

* DarraitUf prepare. * Accord, reconcile. 



XXV. 9. — Alone.'] Church explains this to mean *< without eoin* 
pulsion." It occurs in the same sense in the next stanza. 

XXVI. 4. — Clage did caU.] Secretly did pray. 
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That she unto their portiOQ might be&ll* 
Then when she long had lookt upon each one, 
As though she wished to have pleasd them all, 
At last to Braggadochio selfe alone 

She came of her accord, in spight of all his fbne.^ 
xxvn. 
Which when they all beheld, they chaft, and rag'dy 
And woxe nigh mad for very harts despight, 
That fifom revenge their willes they scarse asswag'd^ : 
Some thought from him her to have reft^ by might ; 
Some fxotEer made with him for her to fight : 
But he nought car'd for all that they could say ; 
For he their words as wind esteemed light : 
Yet not fit place he thought it there to stay, 

But secredy fiom thence that night her bore away, 
xxvni. 
They which remaynd, so soone as they perceiv'd 
That she was gone, departed thence with speed, 
And foUow'd them, in mind her to have reav'd^ 
From wight unworthie of so noble meed. 
In which poursuit how each one did succeede, 
Sliall else be told in order, as it fell.^ 
But now of Britomart it here doth neede 
The hard adventures and strange haps to tell ; 

Since with the rest she went not aiier FlorimelL 
XXIX. 
For soone as she them saw to disccml set. 
Her list no longer in that place abide ; 
But, taking with her lovely Amoret, 
Upon her 6rst adventure forth did ride, 

1 FoiUy foei. « Rea9% taken. 

* Jhtwag'd^ restnined. • FeBL, be&U. 

s JZeyt, tdwn. 
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To sedce her lov'd, making blind Love ber guide. 
Unluckie Mayd, to seeke her enemie I 
Unluckie Mayd, to seeke him fimre and wide. 
Whom, when he was unto herselfe most nie, 

She thzough his late disguizement could him not descrie ! 
XXX. 
So much the more her griefe, the more her toyle : 
Tet neither toyle nor griefe she once did spare, 
In sedcing him that should her paine assoyle^ ; 
Whereto great comfort in her sad mis&re^ 
Was Amoret, companion of her care : 
Who likewise sought her lover long miswent,' 
The gentle Scudamour, whose heart whileaie^ 
That stiyfiill^ Hag with gealous discontent 

Had 61d, that he to fell reveng was fiiUy bent ; 
XXXI. 
Bent to revenge on blamelesse Britomart 
The crime whbh cursed At^ kindled eaist,* 
The which like thomes did pricke his gealous hart, 
And through his soule like poysned arrow perst, 
That hj no reason it might be reverst,^ 
For ought that Glauce could or doe or say : 
For, aye the more that she the same reherst, 
The more it gauld and griev'd him night and day, 

Tliat nou^t but dire revenge his anger mote defray.^ 
XXXII. 
So as they travelled, the droupmg Nigh 

* ^MMoyUf remove. * SiryfiiUf itrifefhl, contentious. 

' Mtwfkrej trial, miifbitane. * Earsi, before. 

' Minomt, wandered. ^ Reverstf drawn ont 

^ WkiUaref before. * Defrayy appease, satisfy. 

XXIX. 6. — 7b Mdks her Um'd.] Her beloved ; i. e. Aithegall. 
XXX.8.— Aik/WUHs^.] Atd. 
7* 
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Covered with cloudie stonne and bitter showrei 
That dreadfijll seem'd to every living wi^t, 
Upon them fell, before her dmely howre ; 
That forced them to seeke some covert bowre. 
Where they might hide their heads in quiet rest. 
And shrowd their persons finom that stormie stowie.^ 
Not farre away, not meete for any guest, 

They spide a litde cottage, like some poore mans nest 
XXXIII. 
Under a steepe hilles side it placed was, 
There where the mouldred eartli had cav'd ^ the banke ; 
And fast beside a little brooke did pas 
Of muddie water, that like puddle stanke, 
By which few crooked saUowes ^ grew in ranke ^ : 
Whereto approaching nigh, they heard the sound 
Of many yron hammers beating ranke,^ 
And answering their wearie tumes around, 

That seemed some blacksmith dwelt in that desert ground. 
XXXIV. 
There entring in, they found the goodman selfe 
Full busily unto his worice ybent ; 
Who was to weet a wretched wearish ^ elfe, 
With hollow eyes and rawbone cheekes forspent,^ 
As if he had in prison long bene pent : 
Full blacke and griesly did his face appeare, 
Besmeard with smoke that nigh his eye^ht blent ^ ; 

* Stawre, attack. * Rankef fiercely. 

* Cav*df made hollow. * Wearish^ weak. 

' SaUoweSf willows. ' ForMpaU, mnch apent, 

* In ranluj in a row. * BUiUf blinded. 



XXXII. 4. — Thndy howre,] Uraal hoar. 

XXXIV. 1. — GoodmoM M//e.] The master of the home. 
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With rugged beard, and boarie shagged heaiBi 
Hie which he never wont to combe, or ccHndy sheaie.^ 
XXXV. 
Rude was his gannent, and to rags all rent, 
Ne better had he, ne for better cared : 
With blistred hands emongst the cinders brent,^ 
And fingers filthie with long nayles unpared. 
Right fit to rend the food on which he &red. 
His name was Care ; a Blacksmith hj his trade. 
That neither day nor night fixxm woricing spared. 
But to small purpose yron wedges made ; 
Those be Unquiet Thoughts that carefull mmds invade. 
XXXVI. 
In which his worice he had sixe servants prest,' 
About the andvile standing evermore 
With huge great hammers, that did never rest 
From heaping stroakes which thereon soused^ sore: 
All sixe strong groomes, but one then ^ other more ; 
For by degrees they all were disagreed ; 
So likewise did the hammers which they bore 
like belles in greatnesse orderly succeed, 
That he, which was the last, the fiirst did fimre exceede. 
XXXVII. 
He like a monstrous gyant seem'd in sight. 
Fane passing® Bronteus or Pyracmon great. 

' Skmre, cat. ^ Soused, were stnick. 

■ BraU, bnmed. * 7%en, than. 

' FreHf ready at hand. * Patting, aorpaanng. 

XXXV.8.— *BMtto«iiMUpKf70M.] The «< yron wedges" are nnqoiet 
thoughts, which are always indulged to little purpose. 

XXXVI. 6. — For hy degrees, dtc.] They difiered in strength, each 
firom the other, by similar degrees. 

XXXVII. ^.--Branteut or Pyracmon.] These were the names of 
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The which m Lipari doe day and night 
Frame thunderbolts for loves avengefull threate. 
So dreadfiilly he did the andvile beat. 
That seem'd to dust he shortly would it drive : 
So huge his hammer, and so fierce hb beat, 
That seem'd a rocke of diamond it could rive 

And rend asunder quite, if he thereto list strive. 
XXXVIII. 
Sir Scudamour there entiing much admired ^ 
The manner of their worke and woarie paine; 
And, having long beheld, at last enquired 
The cause and end thereof; but all in vune ; 
For they for nought would from their worice refiraine, 
Ne let his speeches come unto their eare. 
And eke the breathfiill bellowes blew amame,* 
Like to the northern winde, that none could heare ; 

Those Pensifenesse did move ; and Sighes the bellows weare. 
XXXIX. 
Which when that Warriour saw, he said no more, 
But in his armour layd him downe to rest: 
To rest he layd him downe upon the floie, 
( Whylome ^ for ventrous Knights the beddbg best,) 
And thought his wearie limbs to have redrest.^ 
And that old aged Dame, his faithfiiU Squire, 
Her feeble bynts layd eke adowne to rest ; 

> Jidwdndy wondered at. ' Whylome^ fonneriy. 

' Amfttinef Tidentlj. * Redntif relieved. 



two of Vulcan's workmen. Lipari, or Lipara, was a ? olcanic ialand on 
the coast of Sicily, (now Lipari,) where Vulcan was supposed to have 
a forge. 

XXXVIII. 8. — That none eauld heare.} The heUows made so much 
noise that none could hear any thing. 
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That Deeded much her weake age to desirey 
After 90 loDg a travell which them both did tire* 
XL. 
There lay Sir Scudamour long while expecting 
When gende sleepe his heavie eyes would close ; 
Oft chaunging sides, and oft new place electing, 
Where better seem'd he mote himselfe repose ; 
And oft in wrath he thence againe uprose ; 
And oft in wrath he layd him downe againe. 
But, wheresoere he did himselfe dbpose, 
He by no meanes could wished ease obtaine : 
So every place seem'd pameftill, and ech changing Taine. 
XLI. 
And evermore, when he to sleepe did thinke. 
The hammers sound his senses did molest ; 
And evermore, when he began to winke. 
The bdlowes noyse disturb'd hb quiet rest, 
Ne suffired sleepe to settle m his bresU 
And all the night the dogs did barke and howle 
About the house, at sent ^ of stranger guest : 
And now the crowing cocke, and new the owle 
Lowde shriking, him afflicted to the very sowle. 
XLIL 
And, if by fortune any litle nap 
Upon his heavie eye-lids chaunst to fall, 
Eftsoones^ one of those villeins him did rap 
Upon his head-peece with his yron malP; 
That he was soone awaked therewithal. 
And lightly started up as one afBrayd, 
Or as if one him suddenly did call : 

> Sent, Ment * Eftsoones, immediately. * MaU^ mallet 
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So oftentimes he out of sleepe abrayd,' 
And then lay musing long on that^ him ill apayd.' 
xun. 
So long he muzed, and so long he lay, 
That at the last his wearie sprite opprest 
With fleshly weaknesses which no creature may 
Long time resist, gave place to kindly rest. 
That all his senses did full soone arrest : 
Yet, m his soundest sleepe, his dayly feare 
His ydle braine gan busily molest, 
And made him dreame those two disloyall were : 
The things, that day most minds, at night doe most appeare. 
XLIV. 
With that the wicked Carle, the Maister smith, 
A paire of red-whot yion tongs did take 
Out of the bummg cbders, and therewith 
Under his side him nipt ; that, forst to wake, 
He felt his hart for veiy paine to quake, 
And started up avenged for to be 
On him the which his quiet slomber brake : 
Yet, looking nxyid about him, none could see ; 
Yet did the smart remaine, though he himselfe did flee. 
XLV. 
In such disquiet and hart-iretting payne 
He all that night, that too long night, did passe. 
And now the day out of the ocean mayne 
Began to peepe above this earthly masse, 

1 Jikraydj was awakened. * That^ that which. 

' m apaydf dinatiafied, or disturbed. 



XLin. 6. — His dayly feare.'] His waking fear. 
XLIII. 6. — Those tieo."] Britomart and Amoret 
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With pearly dew sprinkling the morning grasse : 
Then up he rose like heavie lumpe of lead. 
That m his face, as in a lookmg glasse, 
The signes of anguish one mote plainely read, 

And ghesse the man to be dismayd ^ with gealous dread, 
XLVI. 
Unto his lofty steede he clombe * anone, 
And forth upon his former voiage fared, 
And with him eke that aged Squire attone ^ ; 
Who, whatsoever perill was prepared. 
Both equall paines and equall periU shared : 
The end whereof and daungerous event 
Shall Jbr another Canticle be spared : 
But here my wearie teeme, nigh over-spent, 

Shall breath itselfe awhile after so long a went.^ 

* JHtmaydf afflicted. ' Mone^ together. 

' CZon^ mounted. ^ IFcn/, journey. 
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CANTO VI. 

Both ScndamooT and Aithegall 

Doe fight with Britomart: 
He sees her fkce ; doth faU in love, 

And Kxme hom her depart 

I. 
What equaU tomneot to the griefe of mmd 
And pyning anguish hid in gentle hart, 
That inly feeds itselfe with thoughts unkind. 
And nounsbeth her owne consuming smart ! 
What medicine can any leaches art 
Yeeld such a sore, that doth her grievance hide, 
And will to none her maladie impart ! 
Such was the wound that Scudamour did gride ^ : 
For which Dan Phebus selfe cannot a salve provide. 
II. 
Who havmg left that restlesse House of Care, 
The next day, as he on his way did ride. 
Full of melancholie and sad misfare ^ 
Through misconceipt,^ all unawares * espide 
An armed Knight under a forrest side 
Sitdng in shade beside his grazing steede ; 
Who, soone as them approaching he descride, 

* OridSf pierce. ' Mirfare, ill sUte, anh^pinea. 

' Miseonceqttj mietake, onhappiness. 
* Unawares^ suddenly, unexpectedly. 



1. 1. — What equall torment^ &c.] What torment is equaL 
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Gan towards them to pricke witb eger speede, 
That seem'd he was full bent to some nmchi^vood deede. 

III. 
Which Scudamour pereeiving fbitb issewed 
To hai^e rencountred bini in equall race ; 
But, soone ad th' other nigh approaching tewed 
The annes he bore, his speare he gan abase ^ 
And Toide his course ; at which so suddam case 
He wondred nnich : but tb' other thus can say ; 
" Ah ! gende Scudamour, unto your grace 
I roe submit, and you of pardon pray, 
That ahnost had against you trespassed this day.'' 

IV. 
Whereto thus Scudamour; " Small hanne it were 
For any Knight upon a yentrous Knight 
Without displeasance ' for to prove his spere. 
But reade^ you, Sir, sith^ ye my name have bight,* 
What is your owne, that I mote you requite ? ** 
" Certes,* " sayd he, "ye mote as now excuse 
Me from discovering you my name aright : 
For time yet serves that I the same refuse ; 
But call ye me the Salvage Knight, as others use.'' 

V. 
"Then this. Sir Salvage Knight,*' quoth he, ** areede^; 
Or doe you here within this forrest wonne,^ 
That seemeth well to answere to your weede,' 

1 JiboMf lower, * CerteSf vunlj. 

* DispUoMnce, displeunre. ^ Jiresde^ declare. 
' Reade, declare. * WowMf dwell. 

^ SUhy since. ' Wude^ dress. 

• Eighty called. 



in. 5. — Voide his eouT8€.'\ Turn his horse ande. 
VOL. lU. 8 
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Or hare 7c it lor some occasion donne ? 

That rather seemes, silh ^ knowen arroes je shoone." 

"Thb o'^ier day," sayd he, " a stranger Knight 

Shame and dishonour hath unto me donne ; 

On whom I waite to wreake that foule despight, 

Whenever he this way shall passe by day or night." 

VI. 
" Shame be his meede," quoth he, '^ that meaneth shame 1 
But what is he by whom ye shamed were ? " 
^* A stranger Knight," sayd he, '^ unknowne by name, 
But knowne by fame, and by an hebene' speare 
With which he all that met him downe did beare. 
He, in an open tumey lately held, 
Fro me the honour of that game did reare' ; 
And having me, all weaiie earst,^ downe feld. 

The fayrest Ladie reft, and ever since withheld." 

VII. 
When Scudamour heard mention of that speaie, 
He wist^ right well that it was Britomart, 
The which ijx>m him his fairest Love did beare. 
Tho ^ gan he swell in every inner part 
For fell despight, and gnaw his gealous hart. 
That thus he sharply sayd ; " Now by ray head. 
Yet b not this the first unknightly part, 
Which that same Knight, whom by hb launce I read,^ 

Hath doen to noble Knights, that many makes him dread: 

> Sith, since. ' Hebetu, ebony. ' Rearer take. * Earst, before. 
* Wist, knew. * Tko, then. ^ Read, know. 



V. 4. — Or have ye it. Sue.] Or have jou taken up this place of 
residence for some especial purpose f which seems probable, since 70a 
shunned an encounter with one whose arms you recognized. 

VII. 9. — TIUU many makes him dreadJ] Which causes many to ' 

fear him. 

I 

I 
I 
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VIII. 
" For lately he my Love hath fio me reft, 
And eke deGled with fijule villanie 
The sacred pledge which in his faith was left, 
In shame of knighthood and fidelitie ; 
The which ere long full deare he shall abie ^ : 
And if to that avenge * by you decreed ^ 
This hand may helpe, or succour ought supplie. 
It shall not fayle whenso ye shall it need." 

So both to wreake thdr wrathes on Britomart agreed. 

IX. 
Whiles thus they communed, lo ! iarre away 
A Knight soft ^ ryding towards them they spyde, 
Attyr'd in forraine annes and straunge aray : 
Whom when they nigh approcht, they plaine descryde 
To be the same for whom they did abyde. 
Sayd then Sir Scudamour, ^' Sir Salvage Knight, 
Let me this crave, sith ^ first I was defyde, 
That first I may that wrong to him requite : 

And, if I hap to fayle, you shall recure ^ my right." 

X. 
Which bdng yeelded, he his threatftiU speare 
Gan fewter,'' and against her fiercely ran. 
Who soone as she him saw approching neare 
With so fell rage, herselfe she lightly gan 
To dight,® to welcome him well as she can ; 
But entertabd' him in so rude a wise, 
That to the ground she smote both horse and man ; 

> JiHe, abide, pay. * lUeurB, reeorer, regtin. 

* Avenge^ revenge. ' Fewter, put in rest. 
' Decreedf determined. * Dightf prepare. 

* 'S^y gently. * Entertamdf received. 

* Sith, aince. 
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Whence nnther greatly hasted to arise, 
But on their cominoa harmes together did devise. 

XI. 
But Artegall, beholdmg his mischaunce. 
New matter added to his former fire ; 
And, eft ^ aveotring' hb steele-beaded launce, 
Against her rode, iiiU of despiteous ire, 
That nought but spoyle and vengeance did require: 
But to himselfe his felonous intent 
Returning disapp(unted his desire, 
Wiiiles unawares ^ his saddle he forwent,^ 
And found himselfe on ground b great amazement. 

XII. 
Lightly he started up out of that stound,^ 
And snatchmg forth hb direfull deadly blade 
Did leape to her, as doth an eger hound 
Thrust to^ an hynd withm some covert glade^ 
Whom without perill he cannot invade : 
With such fell greedines he her assayled, 
That though she mounted were, yet he her made 
To g^ve him ground, (so much hb force prevayled,) 
And shun hb mightie strokes, gainst which no aimes avayled. 

XIII. 
So, as they coursed here and there, it chaunst 
That, in her wheeling round, behbd h^ crest 
So sorely he her strooke, that thence it glaunst 
Adowne her backe, the which it fiurely blest ^ 

> Eft, quickly. * Stound, amazement 

' Ateniring, pushing forward. * Tkmst to, rush upon. 

> UmtLwarts, unexpectedly. ^ BUsty preserTed. 
* Forwaa, left. 



XI. 6. — Bui to himsdfe, &c.] But his felonous or mischieTous 
intenti returning to, or recoiling upon himself, disappointed his desire. 
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From ibale miscbance ; ne did it ever rest, 
Till on her horses bbder parts it fell ; 
Where bytmg deepe so deadly it impresti 
That quite it chynd^ bis backe behind the sdl,' 

And tD alight on fix>te her algates^ did compell : 
XIV. 
Like as the lightning-brond fitxn riven side, 
Throwne out by angry love m his vengeance. 
With dreadfull farce &lles on some steeple hie ; 
Which battring downe, it on the church doth glance, 
And teares it all with teirible mischance. 
Yet she no whit dismayd her steed forsooke ; 
And, casting from her that oicbaunted lance. 
Unto her sword and shield her soone betooke ; 

And tberewithall at him right furiously she strooke. 
XV. 
So furiously die strooke in her first heat. 
Whiles with long fight on foot he breatUesse was, 
That she him forced backward to retreat. 
And yeeld unto her weapon way to pas : 
Whose raging rigour^ neither stede nor bras 
Could stay, but to the tender flesh it went. 
And pour'd the purple bloud forth on the gras ; 
That all hb mayle yriv'd,^ and {dates yrent, 

Shew'd all bis bodie bare unto the cruell dent*^ 
XVI. 
At length, whenas he saw her hastie heat 
Abate, and panting breath begin to fayle. 
He through long sufferance growing now more great, 
Rose in hb strength, and gan her firesh assayle, 

^ Ckynd, cut, diTided. ^ Rfgmirf hardneu. 

> ScU, saddle. • yrtv'd, cloven. 

' Algaiet^ at all CTents, * Deni^ dint, Uow. 

8* 
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Heaping huge strokes as thicke as showre of hayle, 
And lashing dreadfully at every part, 
As if he thought her soule to disentrayle.^ 
Ah ! cruell hand, and thrise more craell hart, 

That woikst such wrecke on Her to whom thou dearest artl 
XVII. 
What yron courage^ ever could endure 
To woriie such outrage on so iaire a creature ! 
And in his madnesse thinke with hands impure 
To spoyle so goodly woikmanship of nature, 
The Maker selfe resembling in her feature ! 
Certes ^ some hellish furie or some feend 
This mischiefe firamd, for their first loves defeature,^ 
To bath their hands in bloud of dearest freend, 

Thereby to make their loves beginning their lives end. 
XVIII. 
Thus long they trac'd and traverst to and firo. 
Sometimes pursewing, and sometimes pursewed, 
Still as advantage they espyde thereto : 
But toward th' end Sir Arthegall renewed 
His strength still more, but she still more decrewed.^ 
At last his lucklesse hand he heav'd on hie, 
Having his forces all in one accrewed,^ 
And therewith stroke at her so hideouslie. 

That seemed nought but death mote be her destinie. 

XIX. 
The wicked stroke upon her heknet chaunst, 
And with the force, which in itselfe it bore, 
Her ventayle'' shard ^ away, and thence forth glaunst 

> Diaenirayle, draw forth, dislodge. ' Coura^Bf heart 

* Certes, sorelj. * Defeaturef defeat. 

* Deerewed, decreased. * Acerewed^ inereaaed, united. 

7 Veniayle, the front part of the helmet ^ Shard^ cut 
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Adowne in vaine,^ ne hami'd her any more. 
With that, her angels face, unseene afore, 
Like to the ruddie mome appeard in sight, 
Deawed with silver drops through sweatmg sore ; 
But somewhat redder then ^ beseem'd aright, 

Through toylesome heate and labour of her weary fight : 

XX. 
And round about the same her yellow heare. 
Having through stirring loosd their wonted band, 
Like to a golden border did appeare. 
Framed in goldsmithes forge with cunnmg hand : 
Yet goldsmithes cunnmg could not understand 
To firame such subtile wire, so shinie cleare ; 
For it did glister like the golden sand. 
The which Pactolus with his waters shere ^ 

Throwes forth upon the rivage ^ round about him nere. 

XXI. 
And as his hand he up agame did reare. 
Thinking to woriie on her his utmost wracke,^ 
His powrelesse arme benumbd with secret feare 
From his revengefull purpose shronke abacke, 
And cruell sword out of his fingers slacke ^ 
Fell downe to ground, as if the Steele had sence ^ 
And felt some ruth,® or sence hb hand did lacke. 
Or both of them did thmke obedience 

To doe to so divine a Beauties excellence. 
XXII. 
And he himselfe, long gazing thereupon. 
At last fell humbly downe upon hb knee, 

> In vainef without effect. * Wraekef wreck, destrnetion. 

* Then, than. • Slaeke, loose. 
' Shere, clear. ^ Senee, feeling. 

* Rivage, banks. ' Ruth^ pit/. 
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And of his wooder made telij^y 

Weening some hetveoly goddease he did see, 

Or else unweedog ^ wliat it else might bee ; 

And pardon her besought his enour firayle. 

That had done outnge m so high d^;ree : 

Whitest tremUbg honour did his sense asnyle, 
And made ech member quake> and manly hart to quayle. 
xxin. 

Nathelease she^ full of wrath for that late stroke. 

All that long while upheld her wrathful! hand. 

With fe!l intent on him to bene ywroke^ ; 

And, looking steine, still over him did stand, 

Threatning to strike unlesse he would withstand ' ; 

And bad him rise, or surely he should die. 

But, die or live, for nought he would upstand ; 

But her ot pardon prayd more eamesthe. 
Or wreake on him her will for so great iniurie. 
XXIV. 

Which whenas Scudamour, who now abrayd,^ 

Beheld, whereas he stood not &rre a^de, 

He was therewith right wondrously dismayd ; 

And drawing nigh, whenas he plaine descride 

That peerelesse pateme of dame Natures pride 

And heavenly image of perfection, 

He blest himselfe as one sore terrifide ; 

And, turning feare to faint devotion, 
Did worship her as some celestiall vision. 
XXV. 

But Glauci, seeing all that chaunced there, 

> UmweeHngf waknowmg. * TFtCAjtoiul, retiit, continue tbs fight 
' Ywroke, aTenged. « Abrayd, awaken. 



XXII. 3. -^ J9nd of hit wotuUr^ &c.] Hie astoniehment was changed 
into adoration. 
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Weil weedng ^ how tfaeir erroiir to aasoyle,' 
Full glad of so .good end, to tbem drew nere, 
And her salewd ^ with seemely L^-^ccoyle,^ 
loyous to see her safe after long toyle : 
Then her besought, as she to her was deare. 
To graunt unto those warriours truce awhyle ; 
Which yeelded, they their bevers up did reare, 

And shew'd themselves to her such as indeed they were. 
XXVI. 
When Britomart with sharp avizefiill ^ eye 
Beheld the lovely face of ArtegaU 
Tempred with stemesse and stout maiestie, 
She gan eftsoones ^ it to her mind to call 
To be the same which, in her fathers hall 
Long smce in that enchaunted glasse she saw : 
Therewith her wrathfull courage gan appall, 
And haughtie spirits meekely to adaw,'' 

That her enhaunced® hand she downe can soft withdraw. 

XXVII. 
Tet she it fatst to have againe upheld. 
As fayning choler which was tum'd to cold : 
But ever, when his visage she beheld, 
Her hand fell downe, and would no longer hold 
The wrathfull weapon gainst his countnance bold : 
But, when in vaine to fight she oft assayd, 

^ WteUng, knowing. ' Astayte^ remove. * Salewd, saluted. 

* Bd-aeeoyle, {bd-aceuUj Fr.,) kind salutation or reception. 

* AvizefuUj observing. * Eftsoones, immediately. 

' AdaWf abate. > Enhauneed, lifted up. 



XXVI. 6. — In that mduuuUed glasse she sato.J In the aeoond canto 
of the third book. 

XXVII. 9.^^ fmpdng theiUty dec.] Pretending to feel an indig- 
nation which was reaUy extinguished. 
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She arm'd her tongue, and thought at him to scold : 
Nathlesse her toogue not to her will obayd, [missayd.^ 

But brought finrth speeches myld when she would have 
XXVIU. 
But Scudamour now woxen inly glad 
That all his gealjus feare he false had ibund. 
And how that Hag hb Love abused had 
With breach of fidtb and loyaltie unsound, 
The which long time his grieved hart did wound. 
He thus bespake ; " Certes,^ Sir Artegall, 
I ioy to see you lout ^ so low on ground. 
And now become to live a Ladies thrall. 

That whylome ^ in your minde wont to despise them all'' 
XXIX. 
Soone as she heard the name of Artegall, 
Her hart did leape, and all her heart-strings tremble, 
For sudden ioy and secret feare withall ; 
And all her vitall powres, with modon nimble 
To succour it, themselves gan there assemble ; 
That by the swift recourse ^ of flushing blood 
Right plaine appeard, though she it would dissemble, 
And fiiyned still her former angry mood, 

Thinkmg to hide the depth by troubUng of the flood. 
XXX. 
When Glauce thus gan wisely all upknit ; 
" Ye gentle Knights, whom fortune here hath brought 
To be spectators of this uncouth fit,^ 



> MisMyd, spoken ill of . * WkyUmu, formerly. 

' Certes, sarelj. * Recourse, freqaent punge. 

' Loutf bow, bend. * XJnanUkfity stfange emotios. 



XXVin. 3.— Tkai Hag kis Lne abused had.l See canto I. ftaaa 
XLVII. 



C. ▼!• THE FAERIE qUEENE. 95 

Which secret fate hath in this Ladie wrought 
Against the course of kmd/ ne mervaile^ nought; 
Ne thenceforth feare the thing that hethertoo 
Hath troubled both your mindes with idle thought, 
Fearing least she your Loves away should woo ; 

Feared in vaine, sith ^ meanes ye see there wants theretoo. 
XXXI. 
" And you, Sir ArtegaD, the Salvage Knight, 
Henceforth may not disdaine that womans hand 
Hath conquered you anew in second fight : 
For whylome ^ they have conquered sea, and land, 
And heaven itselfe, that nought may them withstand * 
Ne henceforth be rebellious unto love, 
That is the crowne of Knighthood and the band 
Of noble minds derived from above, 

Which, bemg knit with vertue, never will remove. 
XXXII. 
'' And you, faire Ladie Knight, my dearest Dame; 
Relent the rigour of your wrathfull will. 
Whose fire were better tum'd to other flame ; 
And, wiping out remembrance of all ill, 
Graunt him your grace ; but so that he fulfill 
The penance which ye shall to him empart ^ ; 
For lovers heaven must passe by sorrowes hell." 
Thereat full inly blushed Britomart ; 

But Artegall close-^myling® ioy'd m secret hart. 
XXXIII. 
Yet durst he not make love so suddenly, 



* ir»u2, nature. ^ Wki^ome, fonnerlj. 

' MervaUe, marrel. * JEinparf, aasign. 

' SUkf since. * Chs&-^mt^ng, seeietlj nnilmg 



XXXI. 3. — In second Jight.] See canto IV. itania XLIY. 
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Ne thinke th' affictxHi of her halt to dnw 

From one to other so quite cootraty : 

Besides her modest countenance he saw 

So goodly grave, and fiill of princely aW| 

That it his ranging faneie did refiaine, 

And looser thoughts to lawiuU bounds withdraw; 

Whereby the passion grew more fierce and iaine,^ 

like to a stubbome steede whom strong hand would lestraine. 
XXXIV. 
But Scudamour, whose hart twixt doubtfiiU feare 
And feeble hope hung all this while suspence, 
Desiring of his Amoret to heare 
Some gladfiiU newes and sure mteUigence, 
Her thus bespake ; '^ But, Sir, without offence 
Mote I request you tydings of my Love, 
My Amorety sith^ you her freed fit) thence 
Where she, captived long, great woes did prove' ; 

That where ye left I may her seeke, as doth behove." 
XXXV. 
To whom thus Britomart ; ^^ Certes,^ Sir Knight, 
What is of her become, or whether reft, 
I cannot unto you aread ^ arighu 
For from that time I from enchannters theft 
Her freed, m which ye her all hopelesse left, 
I her preserved from perill and from feare, 
And evermore from villenie her kept : 
Ne ever was there wight to me more deare 

Then ^ she, ne unto whom I more true love did beare : 

> Faine, eager. ' Prave^ suffer. * Aread, infofm. 

' SUhj since. * CerteSy sorely. * 7%m, than. 



XXXIII. 3. — From one to other, &c.] That is, from the paasion of 
•iiger, she so lately felt, to the opposite one of lore. 
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XXXVI. 
** Till on a day, as through a desert wyld 
We travelled, both wearie of tlie way 
We did alight, and sate in shadow myld ; 
Where fearelesse I to sleepe me downe did lay : 
But, whenas I did out of sleepe abray,^ 
I found her not where I her left whyleare,' 
But thought she wandred was, or gone astray : 
I cal'd her loud, I sought her fane and neare ; 

But no where could her 6nd, nor tydings of her heare." 
XXXVII. 
When Scudamour those heavie tydings heard, 
His hart was thrild ' with point of deadly feare, 
Ne in his face or bloud or life appeard ; 
But senselesse stood, like to a mazed steare 
That yet of mortall stroke the stound ^ doth bears : 
Till Glauce thus ; '^ Faire Sir, be nought dismayd 
With needlesse dread, till certaintie ye heare ; 
For yet she may be safe though somewhat strayd : 

Its best to hope the best, though of the worst affiayd.*' 
XXXVIII. 
Nathelesse he hardly of her chearefull speech 
Did comfort take, or in his troubled sight 
Shew'd change of better cheare ; so sore a breach 
That sudden newes had made into his spright ; 
Till Britomart him fairely thus behight ^ ; 
" Great cause of sorrow certes,® Sir, ye have ; 
But comfort take ; for, by this heavens light, 



> Jibrayf awake. ^ Stowul, itunnuig inflneiiee* 

' Why'eare, a little before. * Bekightf promised. 



* 7%riU, pierced. * Certes, vaiely 

VOL. in. 9 
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I VOW you dead or livmg not to leave, 

1111 1 her fisd, and wreake ^ on him that did her reave.*" 
XXXIX. 
Therewith he rested, and well pleased was. 
So, peace being confimi'd amongst them all, 
They tooke their steeds, and forward thence did pas 
Unto some resting place, which mote befall ; 
All being guided by Sir Artegall : 
Where goodly solace was unto, them made, 
And dayly feastmg both m bowre and hall, 
Untill that they their wounds well healed had, 

And wearie limmes recur'd ^ after late usage bad. 

XL. 
In all which time Sir Artegall made way 
Unto the love of noble Britomart, 
And with meeke service and much suit did lay 
Continuall siege unto her gentle hart ; 
Which, being whylome^ launcht with lovely dart,^ 
More eath ^ was new impression to receive ; 
However she her paynd with womanish art 
To hide her wound, that none might it perceive : 

Yaine is the art that seekes itselfe for to dec^ve. 

XLI. 
So well he woo'd her, and so well he wrought her, 
With faire entreatie and sweet blandishment. 
That at the length unto a bay he brought her. 
So as she to his speeches was content 
To lend an eare, and softly to relent. 



> Wreake^ take Tengeance. * ffk^tmu, fonnerly. 

' Rtave, take. * Lovely dart, dart of love 

' Reeur^df recoTered, refreshed. * Eatkf easj. 
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At last, through many vowes which forth he pour'd 
And many othes, she yeelded her consent 
To be his Love, and take him for her Lord, 

Till they with marriage meet might finish that accord.^ 
XLII. 
Tho,^ when they had long time there taken rest, 
Sir ArtegaU, who all this while was bound 
Upon an hard adventure yet in quest,^ 
Fit time for him thence to depart it found, 
To follow that which he did long propound ; 
And unto her his congee^ came to take : 
But her therewith full sore displeasd he found, 
And loth to leave her late betrothed Make ' ; 

Her dearest Love full loth so shordy to forsake. 
XLllI. 
Tet he with strong perswasions her asswaged. 
And wonne her will to sufifer him depart ; 
For which his iaith with her he iast engaged, 
And thousand vowes from bottome of his hart. 
That, all so soone as he by wit or art 
Could that atchieve whereto he did aspire. 
He unto her would speedily revert ® : 
No longer space thereto he did desire. 

But till the homed moone three courses did expire. 
XLIV. 
With which she for the present was appeased. 
And yeelded leave, however malcontent 

> Aeeordy agreement. ^ Congee^ ftrewell. 

' ThOf then. * Makej mate. 

' In quests in pursuit, unfinished. * Rnerty return. 



XLII. 3. — Upon an hard adoenhwe.] This forms the subject of the 
fifth book. 



100 THE FAERIE qUEENE. B. IT* 

She mly w^e and in ber mind displeased. 

So, eady on die monow next, be went 

Forth on his way to which he was ybent; 

Ne wight him to attend, or way to guide^ 

As whylome ^ was the custome ancient 

Mongst Knights when on adventures they did tide, 

Save that she algates ^ him a while accompanide. 
XLV. 
And by the way she sundry purpose found 
Of this or that, the time for to delay, 
And of the perib whereto he was bound, 
The feare whereof seem'd much her to affiay : 
But all she did was but to weare out day. 
Full oftenUmes she leave of him did take ; 
And eft ^ agame deviz'd somewhat to say, 
Which she forgot, whereby excuse to make : 

So loth she was his companie for to foisake. 
XLVI. 
At last when all her speeches she had spent, 
And new occasion &yld her more to find. 
She left bun to his fortunes govenmient, 
And backe returned with right heavie mind 
To Scudamour, whom she had left behmd ; 
With whom she went to seeke faire Amoret, 
Her second care, though m another kind : 
For veitues onely sake, which doth beget 

True love and faithfiall fiiend^p, she by her did set.^ 

^ Whylome, foimerly. ' AlgateSf at all eventa, by all meanf. 
■ Eft, quickly. * Set by, esteem, value. 



XLV. 1 . — Sundry purpose /oim^.] Engaged in yariotn diieoone. 
XLVI. 7. — Her second care, d&c.] Amoret was next to AitegaU i 
her affections, but regarded with a difibrent feeling. 

XLVI. 8. — For vertues onely sake.'\ Only for Tiitoe** take. 
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xLvn. 
Backe to that desert fonest they retjrredy 
Where sorie Britomart had lost her late : 
There they her sought, and every where mquired 
Where they might tydings get of her estate ^ ; 
Tet ibuDd they none. But, by what haplesse fate 
Or hard misfortune she was thence convayd, 
And stolne away from her beloved mate, 
Were long to tell ; therefore I here will stay 
Untill another tyde, that I it finish may. 

9« 
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CANTO VII. 

Amoret n^ by greedie Lost 

Belphebe saves from dread : 
The Squire her loves ; and, being blam'dy 

His daies in dole * doth lead. 

I. 
Great god of Love, that with thy cniell daits 
Doest conquer greatest conquerors on ground. 
And setst thy kingdome in the captive harts 
Of Kings and Keasars to thy service bound ; 
What glorie or v^hat guerdon hast thou found 
In feeble Ladies tyranning^ so sore, 
And addmg anguish to the bitter wound 
With which their lives thou lanchedst long afore,' 

By heaping stormes of trouble on them daily nxxe ! 
II. 
So whylome^ didst thou to faire Florimell ; 
And so and so to noble Britomart : 
So doest thou now to her of whom I tell. 
The lovely Amoret, whose gentle hart 
Thou martyrest ' with sorrow and with smart, 
In salvage fonests and in deserts wide 
With beares and tygers takmg heavie part, 
Withouten comfort and withouten guide ; 

That pittie is to heare the perils which she tride.* 

^ Dole, sorrow. * Wkt^onu, formerij, 

* Tynatning, acting like a tyrant * Martyrest^ dost afflict. 
■ Afore, before. • Tride, experienced. 
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III. 

So soone as she with that brave Britonesse 
Had left that Turneyment for beauties prise, 
They trayel'd long ; that now for wearinesse, 
Both of the way and warlike exercise, 
Both through a forest ryding did devise 
T' alight, and rest th^ wearie limbs a while. 
There heavie sleepe the eye-lids did surprise 
Of Britomart after long tedious toyle, 

That did her passed paines in quiet rest assoyle.^ 

IV. 
The whiles &ire Amoret, of nought affeard, 
Walkt through the wood, for pleasure or for need, 
When suddenly behind her backe she heard 
One rushmg forth out of the thickest weed. 
That, ere she backe could tume to taken heed. 
Had unawares her snatched up from ground : 
Feebly she shiiekt, but so feebly indeed 
That Britomart heard not the shrillmg sound. 

There where through weary travel she lay sleepmg sound. 

V. 
It was to weet a wilde and salvage man ; 
Tet was no man, but onely like in shape. 
And eke in stature higher by a span ; 
All overgrowne with haire, that could awhape^ 
An hardy hart ; and his wide mouth did gape 
With huge great teeth, like to a tusked bore : 
Far he liv'd all on ravin ^ and on rape 

> At$oyUf remoTe. ' Awkape^ terrify. ' Ravin, plunder. 



m. 2.^ Had mt that Tumeyment.] See canto V. stanu XXIX. 
IV. 4. — Tie tkkkui weed,] The thickest part of the bnihet. 
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Of men and beasts ; and fed on fleshly gorB, 
The signe whereof yet stain'd his bloudy lips BSan^ 
VI. 
His neather lip was not like man nor beast. 
But like a wide deepe poke^ downe hangmg low, 
In which he wont the relickes of his feast 
And cniell spoyle, which he had spard to stow: 
And oyer it his huge great nose did grow, 
Full dreadfully empurpled all with bk)ud ; 
And downe both sides two wide long eares did glow, 
And raught^ downe to his waste when up he stood. 
More great then^ th' eares of elephants by Indus flood, 
vii. 
His wast^ was with a wreath of yvie greene 
Engirt about, ne other garment wore ; 
For all his haire was like a garment scene ; 
And m liis hand a tall young oake he bore, 
Whose knottie snags were sbarpned all afore,^ 
And bcath'd ® in fire for Steele to be in sted. 
But whence he was, or of what wombe ybore,^ 
Of beasts, or of the earth, I have not red ; 
But certes ^ was with milke of wolves and tygres fed. 
VIII. 
This ugly creature in his armes her snatcht. 
And through the forrest bore her quite away 
With briers and bushes all to * rent and scratcht ; 
Ne care he had, ne pittie of the pray, 

1 Afore, before. * Beaih'd, bathed. 

• Poks, poach. ^ Vftore, bom. 

' Raugkt, reached. " Certes, surely. 

« 7)b<n,than. * j9tfio,alto^tfaer,etttizely. 

« IF«jf, waist 
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Wluch many a Kjiight had sought so many a day: 
He stayed not, but in his annes her bearing 
Ran, till he came to th' end of all his way, 
Unto his caye farre fixmi all peoples hearing, 

And there he threw her in, nought feding, ne nought fearing. 

IX. 
For she (deare Ladie) all the way was dead, 
Whilest he m armes her bore ; but, wh^i she felt 
Herselfe downe soust,^ she waked out of dread 
Str^gbt mto griefe, that her deare hart nigh swdt,^ 
And eft ' gan into tender teares to melt. 
Then when she lookt about, and nothmg found 
But darknesse and dread honour where she dwdt, 
She almost fell againe into a swound ^ ; 

Ne wist ^ whether abore she were or under ground. 

X. 
With that she heard some one close by her side 
Sighing and sobbing sore, as if the paine 
Her tender hart m peeces would divide : 
Which she long listning, softly askt againe 
What mister wight ^ it was that so did plaine ? 
To whom thus aunswer^d was ; " Ah ! wretched wight, 
That seekes to know anothers griefe in vaine, 
Unweeting'' of thine owne like haplesse plight: 

Selfe to forget to mind another is ore-sight ^ ! " 

XI. 
" Aye me ! " said she, " where am I, or with whom ? 
Emong the living, or eraong the dead ? 
What shall of me unhappy Maid become ? 

> Soust, ihiown. • Wist, imew. 

' Swelt, swooned. ' Mister tnght, pertoD. 

* Eft^ quickly. ^ Unweetingy unknowing. 

^ Swoundf Bwoon. * Ort-sighty OTeraight 
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Shall death be th' end, or ought else worse, aiead.^ " 
^' Unhappy Mayd," then answered she, " whose dread 
Untride is lesse then^ when thou shalt it try : 
Death is to him, that wretched life doth lead, 
Both grace and gaine ; but he m hell doth lie. 

That lives a loathed life, and wishmg cannot die. 
XII. 
" This dismall day hath thee a caytiye^ made, 
And vassall to the vilest wretch alive ; 
Whose cursed usage and ungodly trade 
The heavens abhorre, and into darkenesse drive : 
For on the spoile of women he doth live. 
Whose bodies chast, whenever in his powre 
He may them catch unable to gamestrive^^ 
He with his shamefull lust doth first deflowre. 

And afterwardes themselves doth cruelly devoure. 
XIII. 
" Now twenty daies, by which the sonnes of men 
Divide their worics, have past through heven sheene,^ 
Since I was brought into this dolefiiU den ; 
During which space these sory eies have seen 
Seaven women by him slaine and eaten clone ^ : 
And now no more for him but I alone, 
And this old woman, here remaining beene, 
Till thou cam'st hither to augment our mone'^; 

And of us three to morrow he will sure eate one." 



1 Aready declare. * Shune, bright. 

' Thetty than. * CUne, entirelj. 

' Caytive, captiTe. ^ Mone, moan, Borrow. 
^ Qainettrwe, resist 



XII. 4. — And into darkaM9Be drive,'] And therefore drive into 
dariuoeM, or conceal from the light of day. 
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XIV. 

<< Ah ! dreadfull tidmgs which thou doest declare/' 

Quoth she, " of all that ever hath beene knoweo ! 

FuU many great calamities and laie 

This feeble brest endured hath, but none 

Equall to this, whereever I have gone. 

But what are you, whcxn like unlucky lot 

Hath Imckt with me in the same chaine attone ^ ? " 

*' To tell," quoth she, ^^ that which ye see, needs not ; 
A wofiiU wretched maid, of (rod and man f<»got ! 

XV. 

^^ But what I was, it irkes me to reherse ; 

Daughter unto a Lord of high degree ; 

That k)yd m happy peace, till Fates perverse 

With guilefiill Love did secretly agree 

To overthrow my state and dignitie. 

It was my lot to love a gentle swame, 

Tet was he but a Squire of low degree ; 

Tet was he meet, unless mbe eye did &ine,' 
By any Ladies side for leman to have laine. 

XVI. 

'' But, fi»r his meannesse ' and disparagement, 

My sire, who me too dearely well did love, 

Unto my choise by no meanes would assent. 

But often did my folly fowle reprove : 

Yet nothmg could my fixed mind remove, 

But, whether will'd or nilled^ iBiend or foe, 

I me resolv'd the utmost end to prove ; 

And, rather then ^ my love abandon so, 
Both are and friends and all for ever to forgo. 

' Mone, together. ' Fotne, deceive. * Meannesse^ humble birth. 
« JfOUd, not willed. * Then, than. 
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XVU. 

*' Thenceforth I §ought by secret meanes to woike 
Time to my will, and from bis wnthfiill dght 
To hide th' mtent whicb in my heart did luike, 
Till I thereto had all things ready dighu^ 
So on a day, unweetmg^ unto wight, 
I with that Squire agreede away to flit, 
And m a privy place, betwixt us bight,' 
Within a grove appointed him to roeete ; 

To which I boldly came upon my feeble fe^e. 
XVin. 
'^ But ah ! unhappy houre me thither brought : 
For in that place where I him thought to 6nd, 
There was I feund, contrary to my thought, 
Of this accursed Caile of hellish kind, 
The shame of men, and plague of womankind ; 
Who trussing^ me, as eagle doth his pray, 
Me hether brought with him as swift as wind> 
Where yet untouched till this present day, 

I rest his wretched thrall, the sad i£raylia," 

XIX. 
" Ah ! sad .Sknylia," then sayd Amoret, 
" Thy ruefull plight I pitty as mine owne ! 
But read ^ to me, by what devise or wit 
Hast thou in all this time from him unknowne 
Thine honour sav'd, tliough into thraldome throwne?'' 
'' Through belpe/' quoth she, " of this old woman here 
I have so done, as she to me hath showne : 
For, ever when he burnt in lustiiill fire. 

She in my stead supplide his bestiall desire." 

> Dight^ prepared. ' Vnweetmg^ unknowing. 
' Might, agreed apon. ^ Trussing , snatching. * Bmd^ declare. 
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XX. 

Thus of their evik as they did discouise. 
And each did other much bewaile and mone ; 
Loe ! where the Villaine selfe, their sonowes Bourse, 
Came to the cave ; and rolling thence the stone, 
Which wont to stop the mouth thereof that none 
Might issue forth, came rudely rushmg in, 
Andy spredding ovw all the flore alone, 
Gan dight ^ hiraselfe unto his wonted sinne ; 

IVbich ended, then his bloudy banket should beginne. 

XXI. 
Which whenas feareflill Amoret perceived. 
She staid not th' utmost end thereof to tiy. 
But, like a ghastly gelt whose wits are reared,^ 
Ran forth in hast with hideous outcry, 
For honour of his shamefull villany : 
But B&et her foil lighdy he uprose. 
And her putsu'd as fast as she did flie: 
Full fast she flies, and farre afore ^ him goes, 

Ne feeles the thorns and thickets pticke her tender toes. 
XXII. 
Nor hedge, nor ditch, -nor hill, nor dale she staies,^ 
But over4eapes them all, like roehucke light. 
And through the thickest makes her nighest waies ; 
And evermore, when with regardfoll sight 
She looking backe espies that griesly wight 

* Dight, prepared. ■ 4f^^> before. 

' Reaved, taken, gone. * Sutus, stays for, stops at 



XXI. 3.«— GWC.] Todd defines this word to mean gdding; but this 
ngnification is not consistent with the context. May it not be derived 
fiom the nine woord as gwU, and mean a wretch, a gnil^ person, a 
eriminal? 

VOL, ni. 10 
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Approching nigh, she g^ns to mend her pace. 
And makes her feare a spur to hast her flight ; 
More swift than Myirii' or Daphne m her race, 

Or any of the Thracian Nimphes b salvage chace. 
XXIII. 
Long so she fled, and so he follow'd long ; 
Ne livmg aide for her on earth appeares. 
But if ^ the heavens Ivslpe to redresse h^ wnmg. 
Moved with pity of her plenteous teares. 
It fortuned Belphebe with her peares 
The woody Nimphs, and with that lovely Boy, 
Was hunting then the libbards^ and the beares 
In these wild woods, as was her wonted ioy. 

To banish sloth that oft doth noble mindes annoy. 
XXIV. 
It so befell, as oft it &ls in chace. 
That each of them from oth^ sundred were ; 
And that same gende Squire arriv'd in place 
Where this same cursed Caytive did appeare 
Pursuing that faire Lady fiiU of feare : 
And now he her quite overtaken had ; 
And now he her away with him did beare 
Under his arme, as seeming wondrous glad. 

That by his grenning^ laughter mote fane off be rad.^ 
XXV. 
Which drery sight the gentle Squire espymg 
Doth hast to crosse him by the nearest way. 
Led with that wofiill Ladies piteous ciying, 

* But if, unleBfl. ' Grenning, grinning. 

' IMards, leopards. ^ Rod, read, perceived. 



XXIII. 6. -"That lovely Boy.] This it probably TinuM, who if 
mentioned in the next stanza. 
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And hSm assaHes with all the might he may ; 
Tet will not he the lovely spoile downe lay. 
But with his craggy club in his right hand 
Defends hiroselfe, and saves his gotten pray : 
Yet had it bene right hard him to withstand. 

But that he was full light and nimble on the land. 
XXVI. 
Thereto ^ the Villaine used craft m fight : 
For, ever when the Squire his iavelin shooke. 
He held the Lady forth before him right, 
And with her body, as a buckler, broke 
The puissance of his intended stroke : 
And if it chaunst, (as needs it must in fight,) 
Whilest he on him was greedy to be wroke,^ 
That any litde blow on her did light, 

Then would he laugh aloud, and gather great delight 
XXVII. 
Which subtill sleight did him encumber much, 
And made him oft, when he would strike, forbeare ; 
For hardly could he come the Carle to touch. 
But that he her must hurt, or hazard neare : 
Tet he his hand so carefully did beare. 
That at the last he did himselfe attaine,^ 
And therem left the pike-head of his speare : 
A streame of coleblacke bloud thence gusht amaine. 

That all her silken gannents did with bloud bestaine. 
XXVIII. 
With that he threw her rudely on the flore. 
And, laying both his hands upon his glave,^ 

> TlurdOf also. ' AtUune^ reach. 

> Wr€ilUy avenged. ^ Gtave, weapon, clab. 



XXV. 9.— He.] The Squire. 
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With dreadfiill strokes let drive at him so sare. 
That forst him flie abacke, himselfe to save : 
Tet he therewith so felly still did rave. 
That scaise the Squire his haod could once upreare. 
But, for advantage, ground unto him gave. 
Tracing and traversing, now here, now there ; 

For bootlesse thmg it was to think such blowes to bears. 

XXIX. 
Whitest thus m battell they embusied were, 
Belphebe, raun^ng in her foirest wide, 
The hideous noise of their huge strokes did heare, 
And drew thereto, making h^ eare her guide : 
Whom when that Theefe approchmg nigh espide 
With bow m hand and arrowes ready bent, 
He by his former combate would not bide, 
But fled away with ghastly dreriment,^ 

Well knowing her to be his deaths sole instrument. 

XXX. 
Whom seeing flie, she speedily poursewed 
With wmged feete, as nimble as the winde. 
And ever m her bow she ready shewed 
The arrow to his deadly marke desynde': 
As when Latonaes daughter, cruell kynde, 
In vengement of her mothers great disgrace. 
With fell despight her cruell anowes tynde^ 
Gainst wofiiU Niobes unhappy race, 

That all the gods did mone her miserable case. 

> DrerimaU, terror. ' Desyndty directed. * TiptdSf aimed. 



XXIX. 9. — WtU knowing her, &c.] Belphcsbe u Chaititj, and the 
monster represents the opposite vice. 

XXX. 5. — CrtuU kynde.l Craelly kind. Her affection to her 
mother was shown bj crael^ to othera. 
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xxxt. 
So well ^shA sped ber and so far she vehtr^d,^ 
Thaty ere UDto his hellish den he raught,^ 
Even as he ready was there to havie entr^, 
Sbfe sent an arrow forth with mighty draught,* 
That in the very dore him overcaught/ 
And, in his hape amving, through it thrild ^ 
His greedy throte, therewith in two distraught,' 
That all his vitall spirites thereby spild, 

And all his hairy brest with gory bloud was fild.^ 
XXXII. 
Whom Whto on ground she groveling saw to Howie, 
She ran in hast his life to have bereft ; 
But, eire she could him reach, the sinilill sowle 
Havmg his carribn corse quite sencelesse left 
Was fled to hell, surcharg'd ^ with spoile and theft * 
Tet over him she there long gazing stood, 
And oft admir'd ^ his monstrous shape, and oft 
His mighty limbs, whilest all with filthy bloud 

The place there over-flowne seemd like a sodaine flood. 
XXXIII. 
Thenceforth she past into his dreadfiill den, 
Where nought but darkesome drennesse she found, 
Ne creature saw, but bearkned now and then 
Some lide whispering, and soft-groning sound; 
With that she askt, what ghosts there under ground 
Lay hid in horrour of etemall night ; 
And bad them, if so be they were not bound, 

* Ventred, Tentnred. * DUtraughtf seiMntod. 

* Rttught, reached. '' FUd^ defiled. 

s Draught, draft, force. ' Surcharg'd^ loaded. 

* Overcaughtf overtook. ' Admir'd^ wondered at. 

* TTbnifi, pierced. 

10 • 
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And tbiew away, with vow to use do ma^ 
Ne tbeocefbith ever strike in battell aHoke, 
Ne ever word to speake to woman more ; 
But m that wildeniesse, of men £)rk)ie^ 
And of the wicked worid forgotten quigbt, ' 
ICs bard mishap in dolor to depbre, 
And wast his wretched dates in woM plight: 

So on himseUe to wieake his lollies owne despig^ 
XL. 
And eke his garment, to be thereto meet, 
He wilfiilly did cut and shape anew ; 
And bis fiiire lockes, that wont with ointment sweet 
To be embaulm'd, and sweat out dainty dew, 
He let to grow and griesly to concrew,^ 
Uncomb'd, uncuil'd, and carelesly unshed^; 
That m short time his &ce they oyergrew> 
And over all Us shoulders did dispred, 

That who he whilome ^ was uneath ^ was to be red.' 
XLI. 
Tbeie he eontiqued m this carefull^ plight, 
Wretchedly wearing out his youthly yeares. 
Through wilful! penury ^ consumed quight> 
That like a pined ghost he soone appeares : 
For other ibod then ^ that wilde forrest beares, 
Ne other drinke there did he ever tast 
Then ^ running water tempred with his teares. 
The more his weakened body so to wast : 

That out of all mens knowledge he was wome at last 



^ Forlore, deserted, abandoned. ' Red, peiceived. 

' ConeraOf grow together. "^ CarefidL, onhappj. 

' Vnshedf carelessly shed, or flowing. " WUfuU, pemury^ Toliintary 

* WhiUnnef formerly. priyation. 

• Uiuath, hardly. * !Z%€s, than. 
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XLH. 

For on a day, by ibrtane as it feS, 

His own dleare Lord Piince Aithure came that 1^7, 

Seeking adventures where he mote heare tell ; 

And, as he through the wandring wood did stmy, 

Haring espide his cabin far away, 

He to it drew, to weet ^ who there did wonne* j 

Weening therein some holy hermit lay. 

That did resort of siniull people shonne ; 

Or else some woodman shrowded there fix)m scorching sanne. 
XLin. 
Airiving there he found this wretched man 
Spending his daies in dolour and despaire. 
And, through long fasting, woxen pale and wan, 
All over-growen with rude and rugged haire ; 
That albeit his owne dear Squire he were, 
Tet he him knew not, ne avi^'d ^ at all ; 
But like strange wight, whom he had seene no where, 
Saluting him gan mto speach to fall. 

And pitty much his plight, that liVd like outcast thrall. 
XUV. 
But to his speach he aunswered no whit. 
But stood still mute, as if he had beene dum, 
Ne signe of sence did shew, ne common wit, 
As one with grieie and anguishe over-cum ; 
And unto every thmg did aunswere mum : 
And ever, when the Prince unto him spake, 

> Weet, learn. ' Wome, dwell. ' Amz'd^ recognized. 



XLII. ^.^ Where he rnate heare tell.] Wherever he could hear 
tiding! of any. 

XLIV. 5. — Ammoere nium.] Mum w a word denoting a resolution 
not to apeak. 
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He louted ^ lowly, as did him becum, 
And humble homage did unto him make ; 

Midst sorrow shewing ioyous semblance for his sake. 
XLV. 
At which his uncouth^ guise and usage quamt' 
The Prince did wonder much, yet could not ghease 
The cause of that hb soirowiiill constraint ; 
Tet weend, hj secret signes of manlmesse 
Which close appeard in that rude brutishnesse, 
That he whilome ^ some gende swaine had beene, 
Traind up in feats of annes and knightlincsse ; 
Which he observ'd, by that he him had seene 

To weld his naked sword and try the edges keene ; 
XLVI. 
And eke by that he saw on every tree 
How he the name of One engraven had 
Which likly was his liefest * Love to be, 
From whom he now so sorely was bestad' ; 
Which was by him Belphebe righdy rad "^ : 
Tet who was that Belphebe he ne wist ^ ; 
Tet saw he often how he wexed glad 
When he it heard, and how the ground he lost 

Wherein it written was, and how himselfe he blisL' 
XLVll. 
Tho,^^ when he long had marked his demeanor, 
And saw that all he said and did was vame, 
Ne ought mote make him change his wonted tenor, 
Ne ought mote cease to mitigate his paine ; 

* Loutedj bowed. ' Bettadf sepanted. 
' Uncauthf itrange. ' Rod, read. 

' Usage quaintj odd behayior. * Wist^ knew. 

« WkUome^foTmsTlj. • BUsif hlemed. 

• Urfett, dearest. » Tho, then. 
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He left him there in languor to remame, 
Till time for him should remedy provide, 
And him restore to former grace p^gaine : 
Which, for it is too long here to abide, 
I will deferre the end untiU another tide* 
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CANTO VIII. 

The gentle Squire recoYen grace: 
Sclannder her guests doth staine: 

Corflambo chaseth Placidas, 
And is by Aithore alaine. 

I. 
Well said the Wiseman, now prov'd tnie by this 
Which to this gentle Squire did happen late, 
That the displeasure of the mighty is 
Then ^ death itselfe more dread and desperate ; 
For nought the same may calme, ne mitigate, 
Till time the tempest doe thereof delay' 
With sufieraunce soft, which rigour can abate, 
And have the steme remembrance wypt away 
Of bitter thoughts, which deepe ther^ infixed lay. 

II. 
Like as it fell to this unhappy Boy, 
Whose tender heart the &yre Belphebe had 
With one steme looke so daunted, that no ioy 
In all his life, which afterwards he lad,^ 
He ever tasted ; but with penaunce sad 
And pensive sorrow pind and wore away, 
Ne ever laught, ne once shew'd countenance glad ; 

^ Then, than. * Dday, temper. ' Lad^ led. 



1. 1.— Weil said the Wiseman, dus.] « The wrath of a king is as mes- 
sengen of death ; but a wise man will pacify it." — Prot. xyi 14. 
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But alwues wvfi and wailed iiii|;ht and day. 
As blasted bloosne^ thiougk keat dodi laaguiab and docay: 

m. 
mi on a day, a» » hb wonted wise 
His doole^ he made, there chaunst a turtle dove 
To come, where he his dolors^ did defise,^ 
That likewise late had lost her dearest bve. 
Which losse her made like passion ^ also prove *: 
Who, seeing his sad phghl, her tender heart 
With deare oompassion deeply did enunoye, 
That she gan mone his undeserved smart, 
And widi her doleiull acoeni beare with him a pari 

IV. 
Shee sittiBg by him^ as on ground he lay^ 
Her moumefull notes fiill fMteously did frame, 
And thereof made a kmentaUe lay, 
So sensibly compyld '' that in the same 
Him seemed oft he heard his owne right name* 
With that he forth would poure so plenteous, teares, 
And beat his breast unworthy of such blame, 
And knocke his head, and rend his rugged heares, 
TluLt could have peist the hearts of tigres and of beans 

V. 
Tkasy long this gentle bird to him did use 
Withouten dread of perill to repaire 
Unto his wonne,^ and with her moumefull muse 
Him to reoomfort in his greatest care,^ 
TluLt much did ease his mourning and misfare^^ : 

> Bloonuj bloMom. ' Praoe^ feeL 

' DooUf complaint ' Compyld, firamtd. 

' Dolars, griefs. ' Wonne, dwelling. 

* DevUe, brood oyer. ' Care^ affliction. 

* PassioHf fluffering. ^ Mufmr*, mishap, lonoir. 
VOL. ni. 1 1 
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And erery day, for guerdoa of her song, 
He part of his small feast to her would share; 
That, at the last, of all his woe and wrong 

Companion she became, and so continued long* 
VI. 
Upon a day, as she him sate beside, 
By chance he certaine miniments ^ forth drew, 
Which yet with him as relickes did abide 
Of all the bounty which Belphebe threw 
On him, whilst goodly grace she did him shew : 
Amongst the rest a iewell rich he found. 
That was a ruby of right perfect hew, 
Shap'd like a heart yet bleeding of the wound, 

And with a litle golden chame about it bound. 
VU. 
The same he tooke, and with a riband new, 
In which his Ladies colours were, did bmd 
About the turdes necke, that with the vew 
Did greatly solace his engrieved mind. 
All unawares the bird, when she did find 
Herselfe so deckt, her nimble wings displaid, 
And flew away as lighdy as the wind : 
Which sodaine accident him much dismaid ; 

And, looking after long, did marke which way she straid. 
VIII. 
But whenas long he looked had in vaine, 
Yet saw her forward still to make her flight, 
His weary eie returnd to him agame. 
Full of discomfort and disquiet plight. 
That both hb iuell he had lost so light. 
And eke his deare companion of his care. 

1 JIfiiiMMiiCr, tajn, triflei. 
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But that sweet bird depardng flew forthright, 
Through the wide repaa of the wastfiiU ^ aire, 

Undll she came where wonned' his Belphebe faire. 
IX. 
There fiwnd she her (as then it did betide) 
Sitting in covert shade of arbors sweet, 
After late wearie toile which she had tride 
In salvage chase, to rest as seem'd her meet. 
There she, alighting, fell before her feet. 
And gan to her her moumfiiU plamt to make, 
As was her wont, thinking to let her weet ' 
The great tormenting griefe that for her sake 

Her gentle Squire through her displeasure did pertake. 
X. 
She, her beholding with attentive eye. 
At length did marke about her purple brest 
That precious iuell, which she formerly 
Had knowne right well with colourd ribbands drest : 
Therewith she rose in hast, and her addrest 
With ready hand it to have reft away : 
But the swift bird obayd not her behest. 
But swarv'd aside, and there againe did stay ; 

She follow'd her, and thought againe it to assay. 
XL 
And ever, when she nigh approcht, the dove 
Would flit a little forward, and then stay 
Till she drew neare, and then againe remove: 
So tempting her still to pursue the pray, 
And still from her escaping soft away : 
T^l that at length into that forrest wide 

^ 9Fa«(^, deiert, vnoceiipied. * VFoniMtf, dwelled. 
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She drew her &r, and kd wilb dow delay: 
In tb' end she her mto thee piece did gmds^ 

Whereei Ibel w^dl man in languor did abide. 
XIZ. 
Eflsoonea^ she fiew unto his fearelease hand. 
And there a pkeous ditty new* devio'd. 
As if she would have made him understand 
His soirowes cause, ta be (^ her desfus'd : 
Wh(Hn when she saw in wretched weeds^ disginii'd, 
With hearj glib defonn'd, and mdger &ce, 
like ghost late risen frcMn his grave agryz'dy' 
She knew him not, but pittied much his case, 

And wiAt it were in her to doe Um any grace, 
xin. 
He, her beholding^ at her feet downe fell 
And kist die gioond on which her sole did tiead^. 
And washt the same with water which didwdl 
From his moist eies, and like two stieames peocead ; 
Tet spake no word, whereby she might aread*^ 
What mister wight ^ he was, or what he ment ;- 
But, as one daunted with her presence diead, 
Onely few ruefidl lookes unto her sent, 

As messengers of his true meaning and intent. 

^ EfUoomM, imniedittely. * Anadf leam. 

* Weeds^ dress. * Migter wight^ penKm. 

' Agryz*df disfijrnred. 



XII. 3.— J9im.] Chnroh tiniik* that this word shoald be<«lier," 
nwsning Belphoebe. 

XII. 6. — Glib.] This word is explained by Spenser himnnlf in 
*< View of the SUte of Ireland."— "The Irish have from the Scythiaaa 
mantles and long glibs, which is a thick, curled bosh of hair Kattginy 
down over their eyes, and monstrously disguising them." 

XII. 9. — In her,'] In her power. 
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XIV. 
Yet nathemore ^ his meanmg she ared,^ 
But wondred much at his so selcouth' case; 
And by his peisoDS secret seemlyhed^ 
Well weend that he had beene some man of placoi'^ 
Before misfortune did his hew deface ; 
That, bemg mov'd with nith,^ she thus bespake : 
'^ Ah ! wofiill man, what Heavens hard disgrace. 
Or wrath of cruell wight on thee ywrake, 
Or selfe-disliked life, doth thee thus wretched make ? 
XV. 
" If Heaven ; then ncme may it redresse or blame, 
Sith^ to His powre we all are subiect borne ! 
If wrathiiill wight ; then fowle rebuke and shame 
Be theirs that have so cruell thee forlorae ^ 1 
But, if through inward giiefe or wilfull sooroe 
Of life, it be ; then better doe advise^ ; 
For he, whose daies in wilfiiQ woe are wome. 
The grace of his Creator doth despise. 
That will not use his gifts for thanklesse nigardise.^^ " 

XVI. 
When so he heard her say, eftsoones ^^ he brake 
His sodaine silence which he long had pent. 
And, sighing inly deepe, her thus bespake ; 
<' Then have they all themselves against me bent ! 

' fTathenutref none the more. ' Sithj mace. 

* Aredf perceived. " Fortome^ abandoned, made 
' Sdeauihy itrenge. deaolate. 

* Seemiyhed, leemly appearance ' Adviae, consider. 

* Plaee^ rank. *® Nigardise, niggardliness. 
' BMiky pity. " Eftsoones^ immediatelj. 



XIV. 9. — Sdfi-disUked 2t/e.] Life disliked by you or yourself. 

XVI. 1. — HehrakB 

Hit sodaiTte nUnee."] He suddenly broke silence. 
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For Heaven, 6rst author of my languishmeQt, 
Eovying my too great felicitj, 
Did closely with a cniell One consent 
To cloud my daies in dolefull misery. 

And make me loath this life, still longing for to die. 

XVII. 
" Ne any but yoursdf, O dearest Dred,^ 
Hath done this wrong, to wreake on worthlesse wi^t 
Your high displesuie, through misdeeming^ I»ed: 
That, when your pleasure is to deeme aright, 
Ye may redresse, and me restore to light ! " 
Which sory words her mightie hart did mate' 
With mild regard to see his ruefull plight, 
That her inhuming wrath she gan abate, 

And him received agame to former favours state, 
xvin. 
In which he long time afterwards did lead 
An happie life with grace and good accord, 
Fearlesse of fortunes chaunge or envies dread, 
And eke all mindlesse^ of his owne deare Lord 
The noble Prince, who never heard one word 
Of tydings, what did unto him betide, 
Or what good fortune did to him aflbrd ; 
But through the endlesse world did wander wide, 

Him seeking evermore, yet no where him desciide : 

XIX. 
Till on a day, as through that wood he rode. 
He chaunst to come where those two Ladies late, 
.£mylia and Amoret, abode, 

1 Dredf object of reyerence. ' Male, amatei enbdoe. 

' Misdeeming^ mistake. * Mindlesse, nnmindfiil. 



XIX. 3.^jEmylia and Amoret.'] See the thirty-fifth and thixtf- 
■ixth stanzas of the preceding canto. 
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Both m full sad and sorrowiull estate ; 

The one right feeble through the evill rate ^ 

Of foody which in her duresse^ she had found; 

The other almost dead and desperate 

Through her late hurts, and through that haplesse wound 

With which the Squire, in her defence, her sore astound.^ 

XX. 
Whom when the Prince beheld, he gan to rew * 
The evill case in which those Ladies lay ; 
But most was moved at the piteous vew 
Of Amoret, so neare unto decay ,^ 
That her great daunger did him much dismay. 
Eftsoones® that predous liquor forth he drew. 
Which he in store about him kept alway. 
And with few drops thereof did softly dew 

Her wounds, that unto strength restor'd her soone anew. 

XXI. 
Tho,^ when they both recovered were right well. 
He gan of them inquire, what evill guide 
Them thether brought, and how their harmes befell : 
To whom they told all that did them betide. 
And how fiom thraldome vile they were untide,® 
Of that same wicked Carle, by Virgins bond ; 
Whose bloudie corse they shew'd him there beside. 
And eke his cave in which they both were bond ^ : 

At which he wondred much when aU those signes he fond. 

' Rate, allowance. ' EftsotmeSf immediately. 

' Ihtrt$$6f confinement ' 7%o, then. 

' Awtound^ wounded. " Uniide, delivered. 

* iZeio, pity. * Bond^ bound. 

* Dicay^ death. 



XX. S.-^PretUms Uquor.] See book I. canto IX. stanxa XIX. 
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XXII. 
And eTeimoie be greatly did desm 
To knoW) what Virgb did them thence unbiDd ; 
And oft of them did earoesdy inquire^ 
Where was her wod,^ and how he mote her find. 
But, whenas nought according to his mind 
He could out-leame, he them from ground did leaie^ 
(No service lothsome to a gentle kmd,^ ) 
And aa his warlike beast them both did beare, 

Himselfe by them on foot to succour them fiom fearer 
XXIII. 
So when that fonest they had passed well, 
A lide cotage &rre away they spide, 
To which th^ drew ere night upon them fell ; 
And, entring m, found none therein abide, 
But aae old woman sitting there beside 
Upon the ground m ragged rude attyre, 
With filthy lockes about her scattered wide. 
Gnawing her nayles for felnesse and for yre, 

And there out suckmg venime to her parts entyie.' 
XXIV. 
A foule and loathly creature sure in sight, 
And in conditions^ to be loath'd no lesse: 
For she was stuft with rancour and despight 
Up to the throat, that oft with bittemesse 
It forth would breake and gush m great excesse. 
Pouring out streames of poyson and of gall 
Gainst aU that truth or vertue doe professe ; 
Whom she with leasings * lewdly ® did miscall ' 

And wickedly backbite : Her name men Sclaunder caL 

1 Wlany dwelling. * ESnd, nature, disposition. ' Entyrtf mtenuL 

* CondUiontf qualities. " Leasings, fidsehoods. 

* Lewdly, wickedly. ' MiscaU, abase. 
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xx,y. 

Her nature is, aU goodnesse to abgse, 
And causeLess9 crimes continually to fiamoi 
With which she guiltlesse persons may accuse. 
And steale away the crowne of their good name ; 
Ne ever Knight so bold, ne ever Dame 
So chast and loyall liv'd, but she would strive 
With forged cau3e them falsely to defaipe ; 
Ne ever thing so well was doen alive, 

But she with blame would blot, and of due praise deprive. 
XXVI. 
Her words w^re not, as common words are ment, 
T' expresse the meanbg of the inward mind, 
But noysome breath, and poysnous spirit sent 
From inward parts, with cancred malice lind. 
And breathed forth with blast of bitter wind ; 
Which passbg through the eares would pierce tbe hart, 
And wound the soule itselfe with griefe unkind; 
For, like the stings of aspes that kill with smart, 

Her spightfull words did pricke and wound the mner part* 

X^VJI. 
Such was that Hag, unmeet to host ^ such guests, 
Whom greatest Princes Court would welcome bjne : 
But neede, that answers not to all requests, 
Bad them not looke for better entertayne^; 
And eke that age despysed nicenesse vaine, 
Enur'd to hardnesse and to homely fare. 
Which them to warlike discipline did trayne, 
And manly limbs endur'd ' with litle care 
Against all hard mishaps and fortunelesse misfaie.^ 

* Hostj entertain. ' Enteriayne, entertainment. 
* Endur*dj hardened. * FortuneUase mi^fare^ untoward miachaaoe. 
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XXVIU. 
Then aU that eyening, welcommed with cold 
And chearelesse hunger, they together spent ; 
Yet found no &ult, but that the Hag did scdd 
And rayle at them with grudgefuU discontent, 
For lodging there without her owne consent : 
Yet they endured all with patience milde. 
And unto rest themselves all onely lent, 
Regardlesse of that queane ^ so base and vilde 

To be uniustly blamd and bitterly revilde. 
XXIX. 
Here well I weene, whenas these rimes be red 
With misregard,^ that some rash-witted wight, 
Wbese looser thought will lighdy be misled, 
These gentle Ladies will misdeane too light 
For thus conversmg with this noble Knight ; 
Sith 3 now of dayes such temperance is rare 
And hard to 6nde, that heat of youthfiiU spright 
For ought will from his greedie pleasure spare : 

More hard for hungry steed t' abstaine &Dm pleasant laie.^ 

XXX. 
But andque Age, yet m the infancie 
Of dme, did live then, like an innocent, 
In simple truth and blamelesse chastitie ; 
Ne then of guile had made experiment ; 
But, voide of vile and treacherous mtent, 
Held Vertue, for itselfe, in soveraine awe : 
Then loyall Love had royall regiment,^ 

1 Quetau, worthleM woman. ' J^sregard, misoonstmotioii. 

' SUkf since. « Lare, lair, pasture. * RegimetU, goTemment 



XXVIII. 7. — Ondy lerU.] They did nothing but merely go to imL 
Tliey took no notice of her abuse. 
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And each unto his lust did make a lawe, 
From all IbibiddeD thmgs his likmg to withdraw. 
XXXI. 
The Ijoa there did with the lambe consort, 
And eke the dove sate by the faulcons sdde ; 
Ne each of other feared &aud or tort,^ 
But did in safe securitie abide, 
^thouten perill of the stronger piide : 
But when the world woxe old, it woxe warre old, 
(Whereof it hight,^) and, having shordy tride 
The traines ^ of wit, in wickednesse woxe bold, 
And dared of all sinnes the secrets to unfold. 
XXXU. 
Then Beautie, which was made to represent 
The great Creatours owne resemblance bright. 
Unto abuse of lawlesse lust was lent. 
And made the baite of bestiall delight : 
Then fiure grew finile, and foule grew fiuie m sight ; 
And that, which wont to vanquish Grod and man, 
Was made the vassall of the victors might ; 
Then did her glorious flowre wex dead and wan, 
Despisd and troden downe of all that over-ran : 
XXXIII. 
And now it is so utterly decayd. 
That any bud thereof doth scarse remaine. 
But if ^ few plants, preserv'd through heavenly ayd, 

* Tortf wrong. ' TVatne*, artfhl devices. 

* Hightf wu called. « Bvt if, unless. 



XXXI. 5. — The stranger pride.^ The pride or tyranny of the 
■tron^r. 

XXXI. 6. — Warre M,"] Literally, woree old^ tsarre meaning iootm. 
Hence (we are told in the next line) its name — warre M^ world. 
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In Princes Court doe hap to sprout againe, 
Dew'd with her drops of bountie soveraine, 
Which fiom that goodly glorious flowre proceed. 
Sprung of the auncient stocke of Princes straine^^ 
Now th' onely remnant of that Royall Breed, 

Whose noble kind at fiist was sure of heavenly seed. — 
XXXIV. 
Tho,' soone as day discovered heavens fiuse 
To anfull men with darknes overdight^^ 
This gentle orew gan fiom their eye-lids chace 
The drowzie humour of the dampish night. 
And did themselves unto their ioumey dight.^ 
So forth they yode,^ and forward softly paced, 
That them to view had bene an uncouth ^ sight ; 
How all the way the Prince on footpace traced J 

The Ladies both on horse together fast embraced. 
XXXV. 
Soone as they thence departed were afore. 
That shamefiill Hag, the slaunder of her sexe, 
Them foUow'd fast, and them reviled sore, 
Him calling theefe, them whores; that much did vexe 
His noble hart : thereto she did annexe . 
False crimes and facts, such as they never ment, 
That those two Ladies much asham'd did wexe : 
The more did she pursue her lewd® intent, 

And rayl'd and rag'd, till she had all her poyson spent 

> Siraine, nee, lineage. * Yode, went. 

' 7%o,tlien. ' UneoMtk^ wtnnge. 

* Overdighty covered over. '' Traced, walked. 

* Digkt, prepare. " Letod, eyil, wicked. 



XXXIII. 6. — Glorious jFTotore.] Gloriana, or Queen Elixabeth. 
XXXV. l.^Depmrted were itfore.'] Had departed and gone 00 be- 
fore. 
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XXXVI. 
At last, when they were passed out of sight, 
Yet she did not her spightiiiU speach ferbeaie, 
But after them did barke, and still backbite, 
Though there were none her hatefiill words to heaie ; 
Like as a curre doth felly bite and teare 
The stone, which passed straunger at him threw; 
So she, them seeing past the reach of eare, 
Agsunst the stones and trees did rayle anew. 

Till she had duld the sting, which in her tongs end grew. 
XXXVII. 
They passing forth kept on their readie way, 
With easie steps so soft ^ as fix)t could stryde,^ 
Both for great feeblesse which did oft assay 
Faire Amoret, that scarcely she could lyde. 
And eke through heavie armes which sore annoyd 
The Prince on foot, not wonted so to fare ; 
Whose steadie hand was faine his steede to guyde, 
And all the way fiom trotting hard to spare ; 

So was his toyle the more, the more that was his care. 
XXXVIII. 
At length they spide where towards them with speed 
A Squire came gallopping, as he would flie. 
Bearing a little Dwarfe before his steed. 
That aU the way fiill loud for aide did crie. 
That seem'd his shrikes would rend the brasen skie : 
Whom after did a mighty man pursew, 
Ryding upon a dromedare on hie. 
Of stature huge, and horrible of hew. 

That would have maz'd a man his dreadfull face to vew: 

^ 50^, ilow. ' Stryde, paoe. 

VOL. ni. 12 



184 THE FAERIE Q,17EENE. B. IT. 

XXXIX. 

For fixun his feaieM eyes two fi^e beames. 
More sharpe then ^ points of needles, did proceede, 
Shootmg forth fane away two flaming streames, 
Full of sad powie, that poysnous bale^ did bieede 
To all that on him lookt without good heed, 
And secredy his enemies did slay : 
like as the basiliske, of serpents seede, 
From powrefiill eyes close ^ venim doth convay 

Into the lookers hart, and killeth faire away. 

XL. 
He all die way did rage at diat same Squire, 
And after him full many threatnings direw, 
With curses vaine in his avengefull ire : 
But none of them (so fast away he flew) 
Him overtooke before he came in vew : 
Where when he saw the Prince m armour bright, 
He cald to him aloud his case to rew,^ 
And rescue him, through succour of his might, 

From that his cruell foe that him pursewd b sight 

XLI. 
Eftsoones ^ the Prince tooke downe those Ladies twame 
From loftie steede, and mounting in their stead 
Came to that Squire yet trembling every vaine ; 
Of whom he gan enquire his cause of dread : 
Who as he gan the same to him aread,^ 
Loe ! hard behind his backe his foe was prest,"^ 
With dreadfiill weapon aymed at his head, 

^ T%m, than. * Eftsoonea, immedialely. 

' Bale, miflchief. * Aready declare. 

' Clow, secret. ^ Prut^ ready. 
* RaOy pity. 
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That unto death had doen him uniedrest,^ 
Had not the noble Prince his leadie stroke xeprest : 
XLIl. 
Who, thrusting boldly twixt him and the blow. 
The burden of the deadly bnmt did beare 
Upon his shield, which lightly he did throw 
Over his head, before the harme came neare : 
Nathlesse it feU with so despiteous dreare^ 
And heavie sway, that hard unto his ciowne 
The shield it drove, and did the covering reare ^ : 
Therewitli both Squire and Dwarfe did tomble downe 
Unto the earth, and lay long while in senselesse swowne* 
XLIII. 
Whereat the Prince, full wrath, his strong right hand 
In iiill avengement heaved up on hie. 
And stroke the Pagan with his steely brand 
So sore, that to his saddle-bow thereby 
He bowed low, and so a while did lie : 
And sure, had not his massie yron mace 
Betwixt him and his hurt bene happily. 
It would have cleft him to the girding place ; 
Tet, as it was, it did astonish^ him long space. 
XLIV. 
But, when he to himselfe returnd againe. 
All full of rage he gan to curse and sweare, 
And vow by Mahoune * that he should be slame. 
With that his murdrous mace he up did reare, 
That seemed nought the souse ^ thereof could beare, 

^ Unredrestf without reseiie. * Asiamsk, ston. 

' DrtOTtj terror. * MakowM, Mahomet 

' Rutrt, lift up or off. ' Soum, downward iweep. 



XLII. 7. — Caverimg reare,] See book I. canto VII. atansa XXXIY 
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And therewith anote at him with all his might: 
But, ere that it to him approched neare, 
The royall Child ^ with readie quick foresight 

Did shun the pioofd tfaeieof and it avoyded li^oL 

XLV. 
But, ere his hand he could recure^ againe 
To ward his bodie fiom the balefiill stound,^ 
He smote at him with aU his might and maine 
So iiiiiously that, ere he wist,^ he fimnd 
I£s head before him tombling on the ground ; 
The whiles his babling tongue did yet blaspheme 
And curse his god that did him so confound ; 
The whiles his life ran foorth in bloudie streame, 

His soul deecended downe bto the Stygian reame.^ 
XL VI. 
Which when that Squire beheld, he woxe fiiU glad 
To see his foe breath out his spright in vaine : 
But that same Dwarfe right sorie seem'd and sad, 
And howld aloud to see his Lord there slaine, 
And rent his haire and scratcht his face for paine. 
Then gan the Prince at leasure to mquire 
Of all the accident there hapned plaine, 
And what he was whose eyes did flame with fibne : 

All which was thus to him declared by that Squite. 
XLVII. 
^^ This mightie man," quoth he, ^^ whcxn you have slaine. 
Of an huge Geauntesse whylome^ was bred; 
And by his strength nile to himselfe did gaine 
Of many nations into thrald(»ne led, 



^ CkUd^yonih, « ITut, knew. 

' Reaare, recover. * Reame, realm. 

* Sunmd, attack. * IVh^ame^ formerij. 
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And mightie kingdomes of bis foice adred ^ ; 
Whom yet he conquet^d not by bloudie fight, 
Ne hostes of men with banners brode dispred, 
But by the powie of hb infectious sight, 

With which he killed all that came within his might 
XLVIII. 
" Ne was he ever vanquished af<»e,* 
But ever vanquisht all with whom he fimght ; 
Ne was there man so strong, but he downe bore ; 
Ne woman yet so faire, but he her brought 
Unto his bay, and captived her thought : 
For most of strength and beautie his deare 
Was spoyle to make, and wast them unto nou^t, 
By casting secret flakes of lustfull fire 

From his false eyes mto Ham harts and parts entire.' 
XLIX. 
" Therefore Coiflambo was he cald aright, 
Though namelesse there his bodie now doth lie ; 
Yet hath he left one daughter that is bight ^ 
The frire Pieana ; who seemes outwardly 
So fidre as ever yet saw livmg eie ; 
And, were her vertue like her beautie bright, 
She were as fiure as any under skie : 
But ah ! she given is to vame delight. 

And eke too loose of life, and eke of love too light 



» Mred, terrified. ' Entire, intemal. 

* jffore, before. * Highly called. 



XLVIII. 4— butheherhrought 

Unto his bay.] Reduced her to robmit to his terms. 
XLIX. 1. — Corfiambo.] This word ii compounded of two words 
deriyed from the Latin, signifying tT^laming the heart. 
12» 
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L. 

** Soy as it fell, there was a gentle Squire 
That lov'd a Ladie of high parentage ; 
But, fi)r^ his meane degree might not aspire 
To match so high, her fiiends with counsell sage 
Dissuaded her from such a disparage ^ : 
But she, whose hart to love was wholly lent. 
Out of his hands could not redeeme her gage,^ 
But, firmely following her first mtent, 

Resolv'd with him to wend,^ gainst all her fiiends consent 

U. 
'^ So twixt themselves they pomted^ time and place: 
To which when he accordmg did repaire. 
An hard mishap and disaventrous ^ case 
Him chaunst ; instead of his ^mylia iaire. 
This Gyants sonne, that lies there on the Iaire ^ 
An headlesse heape, him imawares there caught ; 
And all dismayd through mercilesse despaire 
Him wretched thrall unto his dongeon brought. 

Where he remaines of all unsuccour'd and unsought 

LII. 
'< This Gyants daughter came upon a day 
Unto the prison, m her ioyous glee, 
To view the thrals which there in bondage lay : 
Amongst the rest she chaunced there to see 
This lovely swaine, the Squire of low degree ; 

' FoTy became. ^ Pointed, appointed. 

' Disparage, disparagement. * JHsanentraus, unh^ipy. 

' Gage, pledge. "* Lnre^ lair, plain. 
« Wend, go. 



LI. 7. — MereUegge despaire,'} Despair that had no hope of merej. 
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To whom she did her liking lighdy cast, 

And wooed him her paramour to bee : 

From day to day she woo'd and prayd him fiul, 

And for his love him promist Ubertie at last. 
Llll. 
^' He, though affide ^ unto a former Love, 
To whom his fiuth he firmely ment to hold, 
Tet seeing not how thence he mote remove. 
But by that meanes which fortune did unfold. 
Her graunted love, but with affection cold, 
To win her grace his libertie to get : 
Tet she him still detaines m captive hdd. 
Fearing, least if she should him fieely set. 

He would her shortly leave, and fonner love forget. 
LIV. 
*' Tet so much favour she to him hath hight' 
Above the rest, that he sometimes may space' 
And walke about her gardens of delight. 
Having a keeper still with him in place ; 
Which keeper is this Dwarfe, her deailing ^ base, 
To whom the keyes of every prison dore 
By her committed be, of speciall grace. 
And at his will may whom he list restore,^ 

And, whom he list, reserve to be afflicted more. 
LV. 
" Whereof when tydings came unto mine eare, 
Full inly sorie, for^ the fervent s^eale 
Which I to him as to my soule did beare, 
I thether went ; where I did long conceale 

> 4ffide, betrothed. « DearUng, darling. 
' Highly ihown. * Restore, set fiee. 

> 3pa€ef roam, step. ' For, through. 
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MyseUe, till that the Dwaife did me reYeale,^ 

And told his Dame her Squire of low degree 

Did secretly out of her prisoo steale ; 

For me he did mistake that Squire to bee ; 
For never two so like did living creature see. 

LVl. 

^' Then was I taken and before her brought ; 

Who, through the likenesse of my outward hew. 

Being likewise beguiled in her thought, 

Gan blame me much far being so untrew 

To seeke by flight hex fellowship t' eschew,^ 

That lov'd me deare, as dearest thmg alive. 

Thence she oxnmaunded me to prison new : 

Whereof I glad did not gaine-say nor strive. 
But sufiBred that same Dwarfe me to her dcmgeon drive. 

Lvn. 

^' There did I finde mine ooely faithfiill fraud 

In heavy plight and sad perplexitie : 

Whereof I sorie, yet myselfe did bend 

Him to recomfiut with my companie ; 

But him the more agreev^d I ibund thereby : 

For all his ioy, he said, m that distresse 

Was mbe and his JEmylias libertie. 

.£mylia well he lov'd, as I mote ghesse ; 
Tet greater love to me then ^ her he did professe. 
LVIII. 

^'But I with better reason him aviz'd,^ 

And shewed him how, through eirar and misthought' 

> Reoeale, diocover. * Amx'dL, advised. 

' Eschew f shun. ^ MisUumght, mistake. 

» 7%«n, than. 



LVII. 1. — Ondy.] Ondy here means abot€ aU oiker$. 
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Of our like persons eath ^ to be disguiz'd. 
Or his exchange or fieedom might be wrought 
Whereto M loth was he, ne would for ought 
Consent that I, who stood all feardlesse free, 
Should wilfully be into thraldome brought. 
Till fortune did perforce it so decree : 

Tet, over-ruld at last, he did to me agree. 
LIX. 
^* The morrow next, about the wonted howre, 
The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Amyas 
To come forthwith unto his Ladies bowre ' : 
Insteed of whom forth came I Placidas, 
And undiscemed forth with him did pas. 
There with great byance and with gladsome ^ee 
Of fiure Psana I received was, 
And oft imbrast,^ as if that I were hee, 

And with kind words accoyd,^ vowing great love to mee. 
LX. 
'^ Which I, that was not bent to form^ love 
As was my friend that had her long refiis'd, 
Did well accept, as well it did behove. 
And to the present neede it wisely usd. 
My fonner hardnesse ^ first I &ire excusd ; 
And, after, promist large amends to make. 
With such smooth termes her eiror I abusd 
To my friends good mote then ^ for mine owne sake, 

For whose sole Ubertie I love and life did stake. 



> Eaih, faj, * Aceoydf caieMed. 

' Bowr€f chamber. * HardnuUj rudeneM. 

' /m&rwl, embraoed. * Then, than. 



LX.9.— IWtoftAMMltUWtte.] For whoM liberty alonBu 
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LXI. 

'^ Thenceferth I found more fitvour at her hand ; 

That to her Dwaife, which had me m his chaige, 

She bad to lighten my too heavie band. 

And graunt more scope to me to walke at laige. 

So on a day, as by the flowrie marge 

Of a fresh streame I with that EHfe did play, 

Finding no meanes how I might us enlarge, 

But if ^ that Dwarfe I could with me convay, 

I lightly snatcht him up and with me bore away. 
LXII. 
" Thereat he shiiekt aloud, that with his cry 
The Tyrant selfe came forth with yellmg bray, 
And me purseVd ; but nathemore ^ would I 
Forgoe the purchase of my gotten pray. 
But have perforce him hether brought away." 
Thus as they talked, loe ! where nigh at hand 
Those Ladies two, yet doubtfull through dismay, 
In presence came, desirous t' understand 

Tydings of all which there had hapned on the land. 
LXllI. 
Where soone as sad ^mylia did espie 
Her captive lovers friend, young Placidas ; 
All mindlesse ^ of her wonted modestie 
She to him ran, and, him with streight^ embras 
Enfolding, said ; ^^ And lives yet Amyas ? " 
^' He lives," quoth he, " and his JSmylia loves.'' 
"Then lesse," said she, " by all the woe I pas, 

> But iff waleaB. ' Mindlesse^ vaaamdRd. 

' ^atkeniiore, none the more. * Streight, strict, close. 



LXni. 7.— Then UMse, dec.] Then I poas by (or regard) leas til the 
woe, &c. 
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With which my weaker patience fortune proves : 

But what mishap thus long him fro myselfe removes ?'' 

uav. 

Then gan he all this storie to renow, 

And tell the course of hb captivitie ; 

That her deare hart fiill deepely made to rew ^ 

And sigh iiiU sore, to heare the miserie 

In which so long he mercilesse did lie. 

Then, after many teares and sorrowes spent. 

She deare besought the Prince of remedie : 

Who thereto did with readie will consent, 
And well performed ; as shall appeare by his event 

^ Rbw, pity. 
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CANTO IX. 

The Squire of low degree, releaat, 

Pacana takes to wife : 
Britomart fightes with many Knigfati; 

Prince Arthor stintB ^ their strife. 

1. 
Habd is the doubt, and difficult to deeme,^ 
When all three kinds of love together meet 
And doe dispart^ the hart with powre extreme, 
Whether shall weigh the balance downe ; to weet, 
The deaie affection unto kindred sweet, 
Or raging fire of love to womanldnd, 
Or zeale of fiiends combynd with vertues meet 
But of them all the band of vertuous mind, 
Me seemes, the gentle hart should most assured bind. 
II. 
For naturall affection soone doth cesse,^ 
And quenched is with Cupids greater flame ; 
But faithful! finendship doth them both suppresse. 
And them with maystring ^ discipline doth tame, 

> SUnts^ stops. * Cesse, cease. 

' Deeme, decide. * Maystring, mastering. 

' Dispartj divide. 



Arg. 1.— The Sqtdre of law degree, &c.] This is the title of an 
English ballad, or metrical romance, reprinted in Percy's Reliqnes. 
There is a mistake in this argument; for the reader will soon see that 
it is not the *< Squire of low degree," but his friend Placidas, who mar- 
ries Feana. 



C. IX. THE FAEBIE q,U££N£. 145 

Through thoughts aspyring to etemall fame. 

For as the soule doth rule the earthly masse. 

And all the service of the bodie frame ; 

So love of soule doth love of bodie passe, 
No lesse then ^ perfect gold surmounts the meanest biasse. 

III. 

All which who list by tryall to assay, 

Shall in this stone find approved plame ; 

In which these Squires true fiiendship more did sway 

Then ^ dther care of parents could refraine. 

Or love of fairest ladie could constrame. 

For though Parana were as &ire as mome, 

Yet did this trustie Squire with proud disdaine 

For his friends sake her offired frivours scome, 
And she herselfe her syre of whom she was ybome. 

IV. 

Now, after that Prince Arthur graunted had 

To yeeld strong succour to that gentle Swayne, 

Who now long time had lyen in prison sad ; 

He gan advise' how best he mote dairayne^ 

That enterprize, £>r greatest glories gayne. 

That headlesse Tyrants tronke he reard from ground. 

And, having ympt ^ the head to it agayne. 

Upon his usuall beast it firmely bound, 
And made it so to ride as^ it alive was found. 



> Then,ih»n. « Knipf, grafted Joined. 

' Advise, oonsider. * ^s, u if. 

' DarraytUy prepsre. 



III. 3. — These Squires.'] Amias and Placidaa. 

III. 9. — She herselfe her syre.] She acorned (or ahowed her di^ 
regard to) her aire by allowing hia priaoner, whom ahe loved, to leave 
hia place of confinement, by which meana he made hia eacape. 
VOL. III. 13 
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V. 

Then did he take that chaced Squire, and layd 
Before the ryder, as ^ he captive were ; 
And made his Dwarfe, though with unwilling ajd. 
To guide the beast that did his Maister beare, 
Till to his Castle they approched neare : 
Whom when the watch, that kept continual! ward, 
Saw commmg home, all voide of doubtfull feare. 
He, running downe, the gate to him unbard ; 

VHuxn straight the Prince ensuing^ in together iar'd 
VI. 
There did he 6nd in her delitious boure^ 
The fiure Pasana playing aa a rote, 
Complayning of her ciuell paramoure, 
And ^ging all her sorrow to the note. 
As she had learned readily by rote ; 
That with the sweetnesse of her rare delight 
The Prince half rapt began on her to dote ; 
Till, better him bethinking of the right. 

He her unwares attacht,^ and captive held by might. 
VU. 
Whence b^g tarih producM, when she percdved 
Her owne deare Sire, she cald to him for aide: 
But when of him no aunswere she received, 
But saw him sencelesse by the Squire upstaide, 
She weened well that then she was betraide : 
Then gan she loudly cry, and weepe, and waile, 

> Asj u if. ' Btmre, chamber. 

' Ensmngj following. * Attadd, aeized. 



VI. 2. — A rote.] The rote was a stringed instmment, sopposed to 
resemble what is called the kurdy-gurdy. The strings were stmek bj 
a wheel) whence the name, from rota, (Lat. wheel.) 
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And that same Squire of treason to upbraide: 
But all in vaine ; her plaints might not prevaile ; 

Ne none there was to reskue her, ne none to baile.^ 
VIII. 
Then tooke he that same Dwarfe, and him compeld 
To open unto him the prison dore. 
And forth to bring those thrals which there he held. 
Thence forth were brought to him above a score 
Of Knights and Squires to him unknowne afore : 
All which he did from bitter bondage free. 
And unto former liberty restore. 
Amongst the rest that Squire of low degree 

Came forth fiill weake and wan, not like himselfe to bee. 
IX. 
Whom soone as faire .£mylia beheld 
And PlacidaSy they both unto him ran, 
And him embracing iast betwixt them held, 
Strivmg to comfort him all that they can, 
And kissing oft his visage pale and wan : 
That faire Paeana, them beholding both, 
Gan both env^, and bitterly to ban ^ ; 
Through iealous passion weeping inly wroth. 

To see the sight perforce that both her eyes were loth. 
X. 
But when awhile they had together beene, 
And diversly conferred of their case. 
She, though fiill oft she both of them had seene 
Asunder, yet not ever m one place. 
Began to doubt, when she them saw embrace, 

* BaiU, deliver. ' Bon, enne. 



VIII. 9.-*JVbc WU Atnwetfa to »ie.] <«Not like ever to be hi 
afiin." — Uftoh. 
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Which was the captive Squiie she lov'd so deaie. 
Decayed through great likenesse of their face : 
For they so like in person did appeare, 

That she uneath ^ discerned whether whether weare. 
XI. 
And eke the Prince whenas he them ayized,^ 
Their like resemblaunce much admired^ there, 
And mazd ^ how Nature had so well disguized 
Her worke, and counterfet herselfe so nere. 
As if that by one patteme scene somewhere 
She had them made a paragone to be ; 
Or whether it through skill or errour were. 
Thus gazmg long at them much wondred he ; 

So did the other Knights and Squires which him did see. 
xn. 
Then gan they ransacke that same Castle strong. 
In which he found great store of hoorded threasure, 
The which that Tyrant gathered had by wrong 
And tortious ^ powre, without respect or measure. 
Upon all which the Briton Prince made seasure, 
And afterwards continu'd there a while 
To rest himselfe, and solace in soft pleasure 
Those weaker Ladies after weary toile ; 

To whom he did divide part of his purchast ® spoile. 
xm. 
And, for more ioy, that captive Lady faire, 
The &ire Pseana, he enlarged free, 
And by the rest did set in sumptuous chaire 
To feast and frdlicke ; nathemore ^ would she 

> Uneath, scaicely * Tortious, wrongfiil. 

' Avized, considered. < Purchast, obtained. 

* Admirtdy wondered at. ? Jfaihemort, none the more. 

^ Mttxd, waa amazed. 
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Shew gladsome countenaunce nor pleasaunt glee; 
But griered was for losse both of her sire, 
And eke of brdship with both land and fee ^ ; 
But most she touched was with griefe entire ^ 

For losse of her new Love, the hope of her desire. 
XIV. 
But her the Prince, through his well-wonted grace, 
To better termes of myldnesse did entreat 
From that ibwle rudenesse which did her de£ice ; 
And that same bitter cor'sive,^ which did eat 
Her tender heart and made refiraine from meat, 
He with good thewes ^ and speaches well applyde 
Did mcdlifie, and calme her ragbg heat : 
For though she were most faire, and goodly dyde. 

Yet she it all did mar with cruelty and pride. 
XV. 
And, for to shut up all m friendly love, 
Sith ^ love was first the ground of all her griefe, 
That trusty Square he wisely well did move 
Not to despise that Dame which lov'd him lieie,^ 
Till be had made of her some better priefe ^ ; 
But to accept her to his wedded wife: 
Thereto he offied for to make him chiefe 
Of all her land and lordship during life : 

He yeelded, and her tooke ; so sdnted^ all their strife. 



* Fee J property. * SUK, lince. 

' Entiref inner. ' Ldrfey dearly. 

» Car*nve, eorroriye. ^ Friefe^ proof. 

^ Tlkcwcf, mannevi, behavior. * Setnteif, ended. 



XTV. 8. — Ooodly dyde.] Dyed in goodly colors; of a pleasing 
13* 
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XVI. 

From that day forth m peace and ioyous blis 

They liv*d together long without debate * ; 

Ne private iarre,^ ne spite of enemb, 

Could shake the safe assuiaunce of thdr state : 

And she, whom nature did so fiure create 

That she mote match the fairest of her dales, 

Yet with lewd loves and lust mtemperate 

Had it defaste, thenceforth reformd her waies, [praise. 
That all men much admyrde her change, and spake her 
XVII. 

Thus when the Prince had perfectly compylde' 

These paires of fiiends in peace and setled rest ; 

Himselfe, whose mbde did travell ^ as with chylde 

Of his old love conceav'd in secret brest, 

Resolved to pursue his former guest ; 

And, taking leave of all, with him did beare 

Faire Amoret, whom fortune by bequest 

Had left in his protection whyleare,^ 
Exchanged out of one into another feare. 
XVIII. 

Feare of her safety did her not constrame; 

For wcU she wist ® now in a mighty bond 

Her person, late in perill, did remaine, 

Who able was all daungers to withstond : 

But now in feare of shame she more did stond, 



> Dihate, strife. ^ Travdl, tnrail. 

* Jarre, jar. * WhyUaref lately, befine. 

* Compylde^ aetUed. • Wist, knew. 



XVII.5.— (TtcesC.] Upton and Church would sabathota i 
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Seeing herselfe all soly ^ succourlesse, 
Left in the victors powre, like vassall bond ; 
Whose will her weakenesse could no way represse. 
In case his burning lust should breake into excesse. 
XIX. 
But cause of feare sure had she none at all 
Of him, who goodly learned had of yore 
The course of loose affection ^ to forstall,^ 
And lawlesse lust to rule with reasons lore ; 
That, all the while he by hb side her bore, 
She was as safe as m a sanctuary. 
Thus many miles they two together wore,^ 
To seeke their loves dispersed diversly ; 
Yet neither shewed to other their hearts privity. 
XX. 
At length they came whereas a troupe of Knights 
They saw together skirmishing, as seemed : 
Sixe they were all, all iiill of fell despight, 
But foure of them the battell best beseemed,^ 
That which of them was best mote not be deemed. 
These foure were they from whom false Florimel 
By Braggadochio lately was redeemed ; 
To weet, steme Druon, and lewd Claribell, 
Love-lavish Blandamour, and lustfuU Paridell. 
XXI. 
Dnions delight was all in single life. 
And unto Ladies love would lend no leasure : 

^ Soly, lolely, alone. * Wore^ went 

' Affection f ptasion. * Beseemed, seemed fit for. 

' ForHaU, check, eabdue. 



XX. 7. — By Braggadochio.'] See canto V . itanza XXVI. 
XXI. 2. — lAnd no leoMcre.] Give no time. 



152 THE FA£BIE QUEENE. B. IF. 

The more was Claribell enraged ^ rife ^ 
With fenrent flames, and loved out of measuie: 
So dee lov'd Blandamour, but jet at pleasure 
Would change his liking, and new Lemans prove: 
But Paridell of love did make no threasuie,^ 
But lusted after all that him did move : 

So diverslj these foure disposed were to love. 
XXII. 
But those two other, which beside them stoode. 
Were Britomart and gentle Scudamour ; 
Who all the while beheld their wrathfuU moode. 
And wondred at their impacable stoure,^ 
Whose like they never saw till that same houre : 
So dreadiiill stitdces each did at other drive, 
And laid on load with all thek might and powre, 
As if that every dint the ghost would rive 

Out of their wretched corses, and their lives deprive, 
xxm. 
As when Dan JEolus, in great displeasure 
For losse of his deare Love by Neptune bent,* 
Sends forth the wmds out of his hidden threasure ^ 
Upon the sea to wreake his full intent ; 
They, breaking forth with rude unruliment 
From all foure parts of heaven, doe rage fiill soie. 
And tosse the deepes, and teare the firmament, 
And all the world confound with wide uprore ; 

As if instead thereof they Chaos would restore. 



' Enraged, moved. ^ SUmrtj aasanlL 

' JZ^e, abondanUy. * Hent, taken. 

* Threatwrty valoe, regard. * 7)krasft(r«, treasury. 



XXm. 3. — By JTephate Aent.] One of the daughters of JColna 
■aid to have been carried off by Neptune. 
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XXIV. 

Cause of tbeir discord and so fell debate 
Was for the love of that same snowy Maid, 
Whome they had lost m Tumeyment of late; 
And, seeking long to weet ^ which way she straid. 
Met h«« together ; where, through lewd upbraide 
Of Ate and Duessa, they fell out ; 
And each one taking part in others aide 
This CTuell conflict raised thereabout, 
Whose dangerous successe depended yet in doubt : 
XXV. 
For sometimes Paridell and Blandamour 
The better had, and bet the others backe ; 
Eftsocmes ^ the others did the field recoure,^ 
And on their foes did woike fiill cruell wracke : 
Yet n^her would their fiend-like iiuy slacke, 
But evermore their malice did augment ; 
mi that uneath^ they forced were, for lacke 
Of breath, their raging rigour to relent. 

And rest themselves for to recover spirits spent. 
XXVI. 
There gan they change their sides, and new parts take ; 
For Paridell did take to Druons side. 
For old despight which now forth newly brake 
Gainst Blandamour whom alwaies he envide ; 
And Blandamour to Claribell relide^ : 
So all afi^h gan former fight renew. 
As when two barkes, this caned with the tide, 
That with the wind, contrary courses sew,^ 

If wind and tide doe change, their courses change anew. 

> Weetf learn. ' Eftsomusy immediately. > Reeawe, recover. 
* Ihuaikt reloctantiy. * Rdide, joined himself. • Stw, porrae. 
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XXVII. 

Thencdbrth they much more furiously gan fiire,^ 

As if but then the batsdl had begomie ; 

Ne hehnets bright ne hawbeifcs strong did spare, 

That through the clifts the Yeimeil bloud out spoune,' 

And all adowne their riven sides did roone. 

Such mortal! malice wonder was to see 

In fiiends profest, and so great outrage donne . 

But sooth ^ is said, and tride m each degree, 

Faint friends when iheyfrdl out most crueUfrmen bee. 
xxvm. 
Thus they long while continued m fight ; 
Till Scudamour and that same Briton Maide 
By fortune in that place did chance to li^t : 
Whom soone as they with wrathfiill eie bewraide,^ 
They gan remember of the fowle upbraide,^ 
The which that Britonesse had to them donne 
In that late Tumey for the snowy Maide ; 
Where she had them both shamefiilly fordonne,® 

And eke the fiunous prize of beauty fiom them wonne. 
XXIX. 
Efisoones^ all burning with a besh desire 
Of fell revenge, m their malicious mood 
They bom themselves gan turae their fiirious ire. 
And cniell blades yet steeming with whot ® bloud 
Against those two let drive, as ^ they were wood ^® : 
Who wondiing much at that so sodaine fit, 
Yet nought dismayd, them stoudy well withstood ; 

* Fare, go on. * Fordoima, OTeioome. 

* SpomtAt spun, flowed. ' Efisotmea, immediatelj. 

* Soolh, truly. • Wkot^ hot 
^ BewnddBf perceived. * ^, as if. 

ft GJi^rauIe, injuiy, inmilt. ^ WoodyfnnAc, 
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Ne yeelded foote, ne once abacke did flit, 
Buty being doubly smitten, likewise doublj smit* 
XXX. 
The warlike Dame was cm her part assaid 
Of Claribell and Blandamour attone ^ ; 
And Paiidell and Druon fiercely laid^ 
At Scudamour, both his professed fone': 
Four charged ^ two, and two surchaiged ^ one ; 
Tet did those two themselves so bravely beare, 
That th' other lide gained by the lone, 
But with their owne repayed duely weare, 
And usury withall : such gaine was gotten deare. 
XXXI. 
Full oftentimes did Britomart assay 
To speake to them, and some emparlance ^ move ; 
But they for nought their ciuell hands would stay, 
Ne lend an eare to ought that might behove. 
As when an eager masti£k once doth prove 
The tast of bloud of some engored ^ beast, 
No words may rate, nor rigour him remove 
From greedy hold of that his blouddy feast : 
So, lide did they hearken to her sweet beheast. 
XXXII. 
Whom when the Briton Prince afarre beheld 
With ods of so unequall match opprest, 
Ifis mighty heart with indignation sweld, 
And inward grudge fild his heroicke brest : 
Eftsoones^ himselfe he to their aide addrest, 

* Mcnef at once. ' Laid at, laid blows upon. 

* Fane, foes. * Charged^ aaaaolted. 

* Startkarged, assaulted with superior force. 

' EimparUuu€, treaty. ^ Engored, pierced, wounded. 

* Efttoones, immediately. 
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And thrusting Berce bto the thickest pveace^ 

Divided them, however loth to rest ; 

And would them iaine^ from battell to surceasse, 

With gentle words peiswading them to fiiendly peace: 
xxxm. 
But they so farre fixxn peace or patience were, 
That all at once at him gan fiercely flie, 
And lay on load, as they him downe would beare : 
Like to a stonne which hovers under skie, 
Long here and there and round about doth sde,^ 
At length breakes downe in rame, and haile, and sleet, 
First bom one coast, till nought thereof be diie ; 
And then another, till that likewise fleet ^ ; 

And so from side to side dll all the world it weet.^ 
XXXIV. 
But now their forces gready were decayd, 
The Prince yet being fresh untoucht afore ; 
Who them with speaches milde gan first disswade 
From such foule outrage, and them long forbore : 
Till, seeing them through sufliance hartned® more, 
Himselfe he bent their fiiries to abate. 
And layd at them so sharpely and so sore, 
That shortly them compelled to retrate. 

And being brought in daunger to relent too late. 
XXXV. 
But now his courage being throughly fired, 
He ment to make them know their follies prise, 
Had not those two him instandy desired 
T' asswage hb wrath, and pardon their mesprise'': 

> Preaeej pren. • Weet, wet. 

* Fame, desire. * Hattned, hardened. 

' SUe^ move, go. ^ Metprisej insult. 
^ Flutf float. 
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At whose request he gan himselle advise 
To stay his hand, and of a truce to treat 
In milder tearmes, as fist them ^ to devise ; 
Mongst which the cause of their so cniell heat 

He did them aske ; who all that passed gan repeat ; 
XXXVI. 
And told at large how that same Enant Knight, 
To weet, faire Britomart, them late had foyled 
In open tumey, and by wrongfiill fight 
Both of their publicke praise had them despoyled, 
And also of their private Loves beguyled ; 
Of two fidl hard to read ^ the harder theft 
But she that wiongfull challenge ^ soone assoyled,^ 
And shew'd that she had not that Lady reft, 

(As they suppos'd,) but her had to her liking left, 
xxxvn. 
To whom the Prince thus goodly well replied ; 
" Certes, Sir Knight, ye seemen much to blame 
To rip up wrong that battell once hath tried ; 
Wherem the honor both of Armes ye shame, 
And eke the love of Ladies foule de&me ; 
To whom the worid thb franchise^ ev^ yeelded. 
That of their Loves choise they might fireedom clame. 
And in that right should by all Knights be shielded : 

Gainst which, me seemes, this war ye wrongfully have 
wielded." 

xxxvin. 
'' And yet," quoth she, '' a greater wrong remames : 

* List tkem^ they pleased. ' Read, declare. ' ChaUengt, charge. 
* ^ssoyUd, lemoTed. * Franchise, prmlege. 



XXXVITI. l.—'^And yet,** Ac.] From thia and the following 
it would seem that neither Scudamour nor Britomart knew 
VOL. UI. 14 
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For I thereby my former Love have lost ; 
Whom seeking ever smce with endlesse pames 
Hath me much sorrow and much travell ^ cost : 
Aye ' me, to see that gentle Maide so tost ! " 
But Scudamour then sighing deepe thus saide ; 
'' Certes her losse ought me»to sorrow most, 
Whose right she is, wherever she be straide, 

Throu^ many perils wonne, and many fortunes waide' : 
XXXIX. 
'^ For fixxn the first that I her love profest. 
Unto this houre, this present lucUesse howre, 
I never ioyed happinesse nor rest ; 
But thus turmoild fiom one to other stowie^ 
I wast my life, and doe my daies devowre 
In wretched anguishe and incessant woe, 
Passing the measure of my feeble powre ; 
That, living thus a wretch and lovmg so, 

I neither can my love ne yet my life forgo." 
XL. 
Then good Sir Claribell him thus bespake ; 
" Now were it not. Sir Scudamour, to you 
Dislikefull ^ paine so sad a taske to take, 

> TraveU, tiaTail, labor. « Stowre, tamult. 

* ^ye, ah. » DUUk^yU, Jifla gro a a b l e. 

' Waidtf weighed, endured. 



that Amoret was of their company ; and yet in the fourth atanza of the 
next canto Scudamour speaks of Amoret as in his presence. Upton 
suggests, by way of explanation, that Scudamour at first does not see 
Amoret, who was left at some distance when Prince Arthur came for- 
ward to separate the combatants, and that there is a chasm between 
the thirty-ninth and fortieth stanzas, in which Spenser intended to 
introduce, with some alterations, those stanzas describing the happy 
meeting between Scudamour and Amoret, which originally appeared 
at the end of the third book. 
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Mote we entreat you, sith ^ this gentle ciew 

Is now so well accorded^ all anew, 

That, as we ride together on our way, 

Te will recount to us m order dew 

All that adventure which ye did assay 
For that faire Ladies love : Past perils well apay.'* 
XLI. 

So gan the rest him likewise to require : 

But Britomart did him imp6rtune hard 

To take on him that pame ; whose great desire 

He glad to sads6e, himselfe prepared 

To tell through what misfortune he had fiur'd 

In that atchievement, as to him befell, 

And all those daungers unto them dedar'd ; 

Which sith ^ they cannot m this Canto well 
Comprised be, I will them in another tell. 

* SUkf nnoe. ' Aeeardedj made to agree. 



XL. 9.— P«( perils well opay.] Past perils will ple«n in the 
recital or recollection. 
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CANTO X. 

Scndamoor doth iua conquest tell 

Of vertuous Amoret: 
Great Venus Temple is describ'd; 

And Loren life forth set 

I. 
^* True he it said, whatever man it sayd, 
That love with gall and hony doth abound : 
But if the one be with the other wayd, 
For every dram of hony, th^pein fiMind, 
A pound of gall doth over it redound ^ ; 
That I too true by triall have approved ; 
For since the day that first with deadly wound 
My heart was launcht, and learned to have loved, 

I never ioyed howre, but still with care was moved* 
II. 
*' And yet such grace is given them from above, 
That all the cares and evill which they meet 
May nought at all their setled mindes remove, 
But seeme gainst common sence to tliem most sweet ; 
As hosting ^ in their martyrdome unmeet. 
So all that ever yet I have endured 
I count as naught, and tread downe under feet, 
Since of my Love at length I rest assured, 

That to disloyalty she will not be allured. 

> RBdnmdf xemain in ezcen. * Basting , exulting. 
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III. 

" Long were to tell the travell ^ and long toile, 
Through which this Shield of Love I late have wonne. 
And purchased^ this peerelesse Beauties spoile, 
That harder may be ended, then^ begonne: 
But since ye so desire, your will be donne. 
Then heaike, ye gende Knights and Ladies free. 
My hard mishaps that ye may leame to shcxme ; 
For though sweet Love to conquer glorious bee, 

Tet is the pame thereof much greater then 3 the fee.^ 

IV. 
" What time the fame of this renowmed prise 
Flew first abroad, and all mens eares possest ; 
I, having amies then taken, gan avise 
To winne me honour by some noble gest,^' 
And purchase me some place amongst the best 
I boldly thought, (so young mens thoughts are boldy) 
That this same brave emprize for me did rest, 
And that both Shield and She whom I behold 

Jffight be my lucky lot ; sith ® all by lot we bold* 

V. 
** So on that hard adventure fiirth I went. 
And to the place of periU shordy came : 
That was a Temple fidre and auncient. 
Which of great mother Venus bare the name. 
And farre renowmed through exceeding fame ; 
Much more then ^ that which was in Paphos bdlt. 
Or that in Cyprus, both long ^ce this same, 

1 TraveUf toavail, labor. ^ 1*0<, lewaid. 

' Purekaged^ procured. • (?e«C, enterpiife. 

' Tken^ than. * Siih^ since. 



V. 7. — BocA long sihee tkU «mm.] Both Irailt long aAer thb one. 
14* 
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Though all the pDlours of the one were guilt/ 
And all the otheis pavement were with yvcuy spilt'. 
VI. 
" And it was seated in an Island strong, 
Abounding all with delices ^ most rare. 
And wall'd by nature gainst invaders wnmgy 
That none mote have accesse, nor inward iare,^ 
But by one way that passage did prepare. 
It was a bridge ybuilt in goodly wize 
With curious corioes and pendants graven fiure, 
And arched all with porches did arize 
On stately pillours fram'd after the Doricke guize: 
VII. 
" And for defence thereof on th' other ^d 
There reared was a Casde iaire and strong, 
That warded all which in or out did wend,^ 
And flancked both the bridges sides along, 
Gainst all that would it faine ^ to force or wrong: 
And therem wonned '' twenty valiant Knights ; 
All twenty tride in wanes experience long ; 
Whose oiBce was against all maimer wights 
By all meanes to mamtaine that Castels ancient rights. 
VIII. 
'^ Before that Casde was an open plaine, 

> Gvib, gilded. * Wend, go. 

* Spilt, inlaid. * Faine, desire, attempt 

* DeUces, delights. "* Wonned, dwelled. 

* Fare, passage, entrance. 



VI. 7. — Corbet and pendants.'] A eorh, or corbel, is a projecting 
piece of wood, stone, or iron, placed so as to support a weight of 
materials. Pendants are sculptured ornaments hanging from a Gothic 
roof, either of stone or wood. 

VII. 8. — AU manner toights.] All manner of persons. 
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And m the midst thereof a pillar placed ; 
On which this Shield, of many sought m vame, 
The shield of loye, whose guerdon me hath graced, 
Was hangd on high with golden ribbands laced ; 
And in the marble stone was written this, 
With golden letters goodly well enchaced ^ ; 
Blessed the man that well can use this bUs: 
Whose ever be the Shieldyfaire Amoret be his. 

IX. 
" Which when I red, my heart did inly eame,' 
And pant with hope of that adventures hap : 
Ne stayed fiirther newes thereof to leame, 
But with my speare upon the shield did rap, 
That all the Castle ringed with the clap. 
Streight forth issewd a Knight all arm'd to proofe. 
And bravely mounted to his most mishap : 
Who, staying nought to question from aloofe,^ 
Ran fierce at me, that fire glaunst fit>m his horses hoofe. 

X. 
'' Whom boldly I encountred (as I could) 
And by good fortune shortly him unseated. 
Eftsoones ^ outsprung two more of equall mould ; 
But I them both with equall hap defeated : 
So all the twenty I likewise entreated,^ 
And left them gronmg there upon the plaine. 
Then, preacing^ to the pillour, I repeated 

> Enekaeed^ engrared. * JEftsoone$, immediately. 

* EamBf yearn. * EnireaUd^ receired, treated. 

* Aloof e^ afar. * Prtadngy preMing, going. 



VIII. 8. — Well can uae tkU Utf.] Can make proper me of his good 
Ibrtone in gaining the shield. 

IX. 7. — To his most mishap.'] Becanie his being armed to proof 
and hrayely mounted, made his sabseqoent defeat more mortifying. 
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The read ^ thereof fx guerdon of my peme, 
And, taking downe the Shield, with me did it retame. 
XI. 
'^ So fisrth without impediment I past, 
Tnil to the bridges utter* gate I came ; 
The which I found sure lockt and chained &aL 
I knockt, but no man answred me bj name ; 
I cald, but no man answred to my clame ^ : 
Tet I pers^ver'd still to knocke and call ; 
Till at the last I spide within the same 
Where one stood peeping through a creTO small, 
To whom I cald aloud, halfe angry therewithal!. 
XII. 
" That was to weet the porter of the place, 
Unto whose trust the charge thereof was lent ^ : 
Ws name was Doubt, that had a double face, 
Th' one forward lookmg, th' other backeward bent, 
•Therein resembling lanus auncient 
Which hath in charge the mgate of the yeare : 
And evenmore his eyes about him went. 
As if some proved perill he did feare. 
Or did misdoubt some ill whose cause did not appeare. 

xni. 

" On th' one side he, on th' other sate Delay, 
Behinde the gate, that none her might espy ; 
Whose manner was, all passengers to stay 
And entertune with her occasions sly ; 

> Readj motto. > dame, eaJl. 

' Utter, oater. * Lent, intnuted. 



XII. 6. — 7^ ingate of the yeare.] The in-going or entnmoe of the 
yeer. Janiu had charge of the year ; and the month of January was 
called so from him. 

Xlli. 4. — OceationM dy."] Plausible ezcnaes or argamente. 
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Through which some lost great hope unheedilyi^ 
Which never they recover might againe ; 
And others, quite excluded forth, did ly 
Long lauguishbg there in unpittied paine, 

And seeking often entraunce afterwards in vaine. 

XIV. 
" Me whenas he had privily espide 
Bearing the Shield which I had conquered late, 
He kend^ it streight, and to me opened wide: 
So in I past, and streight he closd the gate. 
But being in, Delay in close awaite 
Caught hold on me, and thought my steps to stay, 
Feigning iiill many a fond excuse to prate, 
And time to steale, the threasure of mans day, 

Whose smallest minute lost no riches render ^ may. 

XV. 
" But by no meanes my way I would forslow * 
For ought that ever she could doe or say ; 
But from my lofty steede dbnuMinting low 
Fast forth on foote, beholding all the way 
The goodly workes, and stones of rich assay. 
Cast into sundiy shapes by wondrous skiU, 
That like on earth no where I recken may ; 
And underneath, the river rolling still 

With murmure soft, that seem'd to serve the workmans will. 
XVI. 
" Thence forth I passed to the second gate. 
The Gate of Grood Desert, whose goodly pride 
And costly frame were long here to relate : 

> UnketdUy, unheedingly. * Render^ reBtore. 

* Kendj knew. * ForsUne, make slow, delay. 



XIV. 1— He.] Doubt 
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The same to all stoode alwaies open wide ; 

But m the porch did evennore abide 

An hideous Giant, dreadfiiU to behold, 

That stopt the entraunce with his spacious stride^ 

And with the tenour of his countenance bold 

Full many did affiay, that else fame enter would : 
XVII. 
" His name was Daunger, dreaded over all ; 
Who day and night did watch and duely ward 
From fearefull cowards entrance to forstall ^ 
And faint-heart-fooles, whom shew of perill hard 
Could temfie from fortunes fiiiie adward^: 
For oftentimes faint hearts, at first espiall 
Of his grim &ce, were from approachmg scaid : 
Unworthy they of grace, whom one deniall 

Excludes from fiiirest hope withouten fruther triall. 
XVIII. 
" Tet many doughty warriours, often tride 
In greater perils to be stout and bold, 
Durst not the stemnesse of his looke abide ; 
But, soone as they his countenance did behold, 
Began to faint, and feele their corage cold. 
Againe, some other, that in hard assaies 
Were cowards knowne, and lide count did hold, 
Either through gifts, or guile, or such like waies, 

Crept b by stoupmg low, or stealing of the kaies.' 
XIX. 
''But I, though meanest man of many moe,^ 
Tet much disdainmg unto him to lout,^ 

> FoTitaU, take away, hinder. ' Jidward, award. * JEoMt, kej«. 
• Moe, more. » Loirf, bow. 



XVIII. r.—LUU amni did kM.J Were held in little eateem. 
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Or creepe betweene his legs, so in to goe, 

Resolv'd him to assault with manhood stent, 

And either beat him in or drive him out. 

Eftsoones,^ advauncing that enchaunted Shield, 

With all my might I gan to lay about : 

Which when he saw, the glaive^ which he did wield 
He gan forthwith t* avale,^ and way unto me yield. 

XX. 

^' So, as I entred, I did backeward looke, 

For feare of harme that might he hidden there ; 

And loe ! his hindparts, whereof heed I tooke, 

Much more defonned, fearfuU, ugly were, 

Then ^ all his former parts did earst ^ appere : 

For Hatred, Murther, Treason, and Despight, 

With many moe lay in ambushment there. 

Away ting to entrap the warelesse^ wight 
Which did not them prevent with vigilant foresight. 

XXI. 

'' Thus having past all perill, I was come 

Within the compasse of that Islands space ; 

The which did seeme, unto my simple doome,'' 

The onely ^ pleasant and delightiiill place 

That ever troden was of lootings trace : 

For all that Nature by her mother-wit 

Could frame in earth, and forme of substance base, 

Was there ; and all that Nature did omit, 
Art, playing second Natures part, supplyed it. 
XXII. 

'^ No tree, that is of count, in greenewood growes,' 

> Eftsootus, immedmtelj. * WareUste, unwary. 

' Glaive, sword. ' Doome, judgment. 

* AvaU, lower. ' Ondiff abore all others, 

* Tlken, than. ' QrowtMy groves. 

* £arj(, before. 
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From lowest iuniper to ceder tall ; 

No flowre b field, that daintie odour ttnowesy 

And deckes his branch with blossomes over all, 

But there was planted, or grew natural! : 

Nor sense of man so coy and curious nice. 

But there mote find to please itselfe withall ; 

Nor hart could wish for any quemt ^ device, 
But there it present was, and did fiaile sense entice, 
xxin. 

^* In such luxurious plentie of all pleasure, 

It seem'd a second paradise I ghesse, 

So lavishly enricht with Natures threasure, 

That if the happie soules, which doe possesse 

Th' ESysian fields and live in lasting blesse,* 

Should happen this with living eye to see, 

They soooe would loath their lesser happinesse, 

And wish to life retum'd againe to bee. 
That m this ioyous place they mote have ioyance fi^ee. 
XXIV. 

" Fresh shadowes, fit to shroud fit>m sunny ray ; 

Faire lawnds, to take the sunne m season dew; 

Sweet springs, in which a thousand nymphs did play ; 

Sofi-rombling brookes, that gentle slomber drew ; 

High-reared mounts, the lands about to view ; 

Low-lookiDg dales, disloignd ^ bom common gaze ; 

Delightfull bowres, to solace lovers trew ; 

False labyrinthes, fond runners eyes to daze^ ; 
All which by Nature made did Nature selfe amaze. 
XXV. 

** And all without were walkes and alleyes dight ^ 

> (tuantf carioai. * Daze, dazzle, eonibimd. 

* BUne, bliM. • DigK prepixed. 

* Didoignedf remoyed. 



C. X* THS FAXRIE aUSKNK. 169 

With divers trees enrang'd in even rankes ; 
And here and there were pleasant arbors pight,^ 
And shadie seates^ and sundiy flowring bankeSj 
To sit and rest the walkers wearie shankes : 
And therein thousand payres of lovers walkt, 
Praysmg their god, and yeelding him great thankes, 
Ne ever ought but of their true loves talkt, 

Ne ever for rebuke or blame of any balkt.^ 
XXVI. 
'^ All these together by themselves did sport 
Their spotlesse pleasures and sweet loves content. 
But, farre away from these, another sort 
Of lovers lincked in true harts consent ; 
Which loved not as these for like intent, 
But on chaste vertue grounded their desire, 
Farre from all fraud or fityned blandbhroent; 
Which, b their spirits kindling zealous fire, 

Brave thoughts and noble deedes did evermore aspire.' 
XXVII. 
^' Such were great Hercules, and Hyllus deare ; 
Trew lonathan, and David trustie tryde ; 
Stout Theseus, and Pirithous his feare ^ ; 
Pylades, and Orestes by his syde ; 
Myld Titus, and Gesippus without piyde ; 
Damcm, and Pythias, whom death could not sever: 

> Pight, placed. ' Aspire, aim at 

' Balkt, were disappointed. * Feare^ companion. 

XXVI. 5. — Which loved not as these for Uke tntm/.] Who loved not 
for the same object or purpose as these ; they were friends, not loyers. 

XXVII. 5.~7ittu, ami Gesippus.l These are two friends whose 
attachment to one another forms the subject of Boccacio*s tales. The 
other persons mentioned in the stanza are too well known to require 
explanation. 

VOL. III. 15 
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All these, and all that ever had beoe tyde 
In hands of fiiendship, there did live fixr ever; 

Whose lives althou^ decay'd, yet loves decayed never, 
xxvm. 
'^ Which whenas I, that never tasted blis 
Nor happy howre, beheld with gazefuU eye, 
I thought there was none other heaven then ^ this ; 
And gan their endlesse happinesse env^e, 
That bemg fiee fiom feare and gealosye 
Might frankely there their loves desire possesse ; 
Whilest ly through pains and peilous^ ieopaidie, 
Was foist to seeke my lifes deare patronesse : [trease. 

Much dearer be the things which come through hard di»- 
XXIX. 
'' Yet all those sights, and all that else I saw, 
Might not my steps withhold but that fiuthright 
Unto that purposd place I did me draw, 
Whereas my Love was lodged day and night. 
The Temple of great Venus, that is hight' 
The queene of Beautie, and of Love the mother. 
There worshipped of every living wight; 
Whose goodly workmanship ferre past all other 

That ever woe on earth, all were they set together. 

XXX. 
" Not that same famous temple of Diane, 
Whose bight all Ephesus did oversee, 
And which all Asia sought with vowes prophane. 
One of the Worlds Seven Wonders sayd to bee. 
Might match with this by many a degree : 
Nor that, which that Wise Kmg of lurie framed 

> T%m, than. * Perimu, perilous. * Eight, called. 



XXX. 6. — Wise Emg of /tcrie.] Solomon, king of Jewry or Jndae. 
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With endlesse cost to be th' Almigbties See ^ ; 
Nor ally that else through all the world is named 

To all the heathen gods, might like to this be clamed.* 
XXXI. 
^' I, much admyiing that so goodly fiame, 
Unto the porch approcht, which open stood ; 
But therein sate an amiable Dame, 
That seem'd to be of very sober mood, 
And m her semblant ^ shew'd great womanhood : 
Strange was her tyre^ ; for on her head a crowne 
She wore, much like unto a Danisk ^ hood, 
Poudred with pearle and stone ; and all her gowne 

Eowoven was with gold, that raugbt^ fiill low adowne. 
XXXII. 
'* On either side of her two young men stood. 
Both strongly arm'd, as fearing one another ; 
Yet were they brethren both of halfe the blood, 
Begotten by two fathers of one mother. 
Though of contrarie natures each to other : 
The one of them hight ^ Love, the other Hate ; 
Hate was the elder. Love the younger brother ; 
Tet was the younger stronger in hb state 

Tben ® th' elder, and him maystred still in all debate. 
XXXIII. 
'' Nathlesse that Dame so well them tempred both, 
That she them forced hand to ioyne m hand, 
Albe^ that Hatred was thereto iiill loth. 
And tum'd his iace away, as he did stand, 

> Su, seat, habitation. * RttMghi, reached. 

' damedf called, comidered. ^ Hight, called. 

* SemUmUf appearance. ' T^fln, than. 

* Tyre, drees. ' Albe, although. 

* Danisk, Danish. 
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Unwilling to behold that lovely band : 
Yet she was of such grace and veituous migbt, 
That her commaundment he could not withstand. 
But bit his lip for felonous despight, 

And gnasht his yron tuskes at that dbpleasing s^t 
XXXIV. 
" Concord she cleeped * was in common leed,^ 
Mother of blessed Peace and Friendship trew ; 
Thej both her twins, both borne of heavenly seed. 
And she herselfe likewise divinely grew ; 
The which right well her workes divine did shew : 
For strength and wealth and happmesse she lends. 
And strife and wane and anger does subdew ; 
Of litde much, of foes she maketh fiends, 

And to afflicted minds sweet rest and quiet sends. 
XXXV. 
^' By her the heaven is b his course contained, 
And all the worid in state unmoved stands, 
As their Almightie Maker first ordained, 
And bound them with bviolable bands ; 
Else would the waters overflow the lands, 
And fire devoure the ayre, and hell them quight ; 
But that she holds them with her blessed hands. 
She is the nourse of pleasure and delight, 

And unto V^us grace the gate doth open right. 
XXXVI. 
^^ By her I entring half dismayed was ; 

> CUepedj called. ' Reed, diBcoune. 



XXXV. 6. — HeUJ] Upton considers this word to be a verb, i 
ing e<ner, from the Saxon heeUuiy to hide. Chaucer, in the Wife of 
Bath's Tale, has the expression, ^ We women connen nothing hele,'* 
(We women can nothing hide or conceal.) If it be a noon, the 
sentence is not yeiy easy of constroction. 
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But she b gentle wise me entertayned, 
And twixt herselfe and Love did let me pas ; 
But Hatred would my entrance have restrayned, 
And with his club me threatned to have brayned,^ 
Had not the Ladie with her powrefull speach 
Him fiom his wicked will uneath * refrayned ; 
And th' other ^e his malice did empeach,^ 

Till I was throughly past the perill of his reach. 
XXXVII. 
*^ Into the inmost temple thus I came, 
Which fuming all with fi:ankensence I found, 
And odouts rising fiom the altars flame. 
Upon an hundred marble pillors round 
The roof up high was reared from the ground, 
All deckt with crownes, and chaynes, and girlands gay, 
And thousand pretious gifts worth many a pound, 
The which sad Lovers for their vowes did pay ; 

And all the ground was stroVd with flowres as fresh as May. 
XXXVIII. 
** An hundred altars round about were set, 
All flaming with their sacrifices fire, 
That with the steme thereof the Temple swet, 
Which rould in clouds to heaven did aspire, 
And in them bore true Lovers vowes entire : 
And eke an hundred brasen caudrons bright. 
To bath in ioy and amorous desire, 
Every of which was to a Damzell hight ^ ; 

For all the Priests were Damzels in soft linnen dight.^ 
XXXIX. 
** Right in the midst the goddesse selfe did stand 

' Bmyiudj dashed out my brains. ' Uneath, with difficolty. 
' Empeaekf hinder. « Highlf intmsted. * Dight, dxessed. 

15* 
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Upon an altar of some costly masse,^ 
Whose substance was uneatb ^ to understand : 
For neither pretious stone, nor durefuU' braase. 
Nor shining gold, nor mouldring clay it was ; 
But much more rare and pretious to esteeme, 
Pure m aspect, and like to christall glasse ; 
Tet glasse was not, if one did rightly deeme ; 

But, bebg fiure and brickie,^ likest glasse did seeme. 

XL. 
*^ But it in shape and beautie did excell 
AH other idoles which the heath'en adore, 
Farre passmg ^ that, which by surpas^g skiQ 
Phidias did make in Paphos isle of yofe. 
With which that wretched Greeke, that life fixloie,* 
Did fall m love : yet thb much fairer shined, 
But covered with a slender veile afore ; 
And both her feete and legs together twyned 

Were with a snake, whose head and tail were fast oombyned. 

XLI. 
'^ The cause why she was covered with a vele 
Was hard to know, for that her priests the same 
From peoples knowledge labour'd to concele : 
But sooth ^ it was not sure for womanish shame, 

> JMcMsM, material. * UmeaUk, difficult * Ihar^mUf endmiiif . 

* BriekUy brittle. * Passing, surpaMmg. 

• FoHore, lost ^ Sooth, truly. 



XL. 4. — Phidias did make, dx.] It was with a statue of Veiiiia at 
Cnidui, made by Prazitelea, that a youth fell in love. This waa the 
fint statue of Venus which was made without drapery. 

XL. 7. — ^ slender veile afore.] In this description of the statue of 
Venus, as well as in the circumstance of her priest's being clothed in 
linen, we recognize the traits of the Egyptian Isis, who, like Venus in 
the mythology of the Greeks, typifies the productiye energy of Nature. 
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Nor any blemish, which the woike mote blame ; 
But for (they say) she hath both kinds ^ in one, 
Both male and female, both mider one name : 
She syre and mother is herselfe alone, 

Begets and eke conceives, ne needeth other none. 
XLII. 
^' And all about her necke and shoulders flew 
A flocke of litle Loves, and Sports, and loyes, 
With nimble wings of gold and purple hew ; 
Whose shapes seem'd not like to teirestriall boyes, 
But like to angels playing heavenly toyes ; 
The whilest their eldest brother was away, 
Cupid their eldest brother: He enioyes 
The wide kingdome of Love with lordly sway, 

And to his law compels all creatures to obay. 
XLIII. 
'^ And all about her altar scattered lay 
Great sorts of Lovers piteously complayning, 
Some of their losse, some of their loves delay. 
Some of their pride, some paragons ^ disdayning. 
Some fearing fraud, some fraudulently fayning. 
As eveiy one had cause of good or ill. 
Amongst the rest some one, through Loves constrayning 
Tormented sore, could not conteme it still. 

But thus brake forth, that all the Temple it did fill ; 
XUV. 
" * Grreat Venus ! queene of Beautie and of Grace, 

> ESnds, aezes. * Paragons^ equals, companions. 



XLI. 6. — Both kinds in one.] There was a statue of Venos of this 
description in the island of Cyprus. 

XLIV. l.^Oreat Venus, &c.] ''This is taken from Lucietins's 
inroeation of the same goddess, in the beginning of his poem, and 
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The ioy of gods and men, that under side 
Doest fayrest shine, and most adonie thy place ; 
That with thy smylmg looke doest pacifie 
The raging seas, and makst the stonnes to flie ; 
Thee, goddesse, thee the wiods, the clouds doe feaie; 
And, when thou spredst thy mantle forth on hie, 
The waters play, and pleasant lands appeare, 

And heavens laugh, and al the world shews ioyous cbeaie: 
XLV. 
<< < Then doth the da^ale ^ earth throw forth to thee 
Out of her fiuitfull lap aboundant flowres ; 
And then all living wights, soone as they see 
The Spring breake forth out of his lusty bowres, 
They all doe leame to play the paramours : 
First doe the merry birds, thy prety pages, 
Privily pricked with thy lustiull powres, 
Cbirpe loud to thee out of their leavy cages, 

And thee their mother call to coole their kindly rages. 
XLVI. 
^' ^ Then doe the salvage beasts begin to play 
Their pleasant friskes, and loath their wonted food: 
The lyons rare ; the tygers loudly bray ; 
The raging buls rebellow through the wood, 
And breaking forth dare tempt the deepest flood 
To come where thou doest draw them with desire: 
So all things else, that nourish vitall blood, 
Soone as with fuiy thou doest them inspire, 

In generation seeke to quench their inward fire. 
XLVII. 
^^ ' So all the world by thee at first was made, 

> I>a<2aZ«, productive. 



may be reckoned one of the most elegant translations in oor lia- 
goage.*' — HuGBKS. 
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And dajly yet thou doest the same repayie : 

Ne ought oo earth that meny is and glad, 

Ne ought on earth that lovely is and fayre, 

But \hoa the same for pleasure didst prepayie: 

Thou art the loot of all that ioyous is : 

Great god of men and women, queene of th' ayre, 

Mother of laughter, and wel-spring of blisse, 

O graunt that of my love at last I may not misse ! ' 
XLVIII. 
" So did he say : but I with murmure soft, 
That none might heare the sorrow of my hart, 
Tet inly groning deepe and sighing oft. 
Besought her to graunt ease unto my smart, 
And to my wound her gradous help impart. 
Whilest thus I spake, behold ! with happy eye 
I spyde where at the Idoles feet apart 
A bevie of feyre Damzels close did lye, 

Wayting whenas the antheme should be sung on hye. 
XLIX. 
'^ The first of them did seeme of lyper yeares 
And graver countenance then ^ aU the rest ; 
Yet all the rest were eke her equall peares. 
Yet unto her obayed all the best : 
Her name was Womanhood ; that she exprest 
By her sad semblant ^ and demeanure wyse : 
For stedfast still her eyes did fixed rest, 
Ne lov'd at randon, after gazers guyse. 

Whose luring baytes oftimes doe heedlesse harts entyse. 
L. 
^' And next to her sate goodly Shamefiistnesse, 
Ne ever durst her eyes fiom ground upreare, 
Ne ever once did looke up fiom her desse,^ 

* I%en, than. ' Sad semUant, gnre appeanmce. * Dttie^ deak. 
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As if some blame of evill she did feare, 
That in her cheekes made roses oft appeare : 
And her against sweet Cberefulnesse was placed, 
Whose eyes, like twinkling stars m evening cleare, 
Were deckt with smyles that all sad humors chaced, 

And darted forth delights the which her goodly graced. 
LI. 
'^ And next to her sate sober Modesde, 
Holdmg her hand upon her gentle hart ; 
And her against sate comely Curtesie, 
That unto every person knew het part ; 
And her before was seated overthwart ^ 
Soft Silence, and submisse^ Obedience, 
Both linckt together never to dispart^ ; 
Both gifts of (jod not gotten but fiom thence ; 

Both girlonds of his Saints agamst their foes offence. 
111. 
" Thus sate they all around in seemely rate* : 
And in the midst of them a goodly Mayd 
(Even in the lap of Womanhood) there sate, 
The which was all in lilly white arayd, 
With silver streames amongst the linnen stray'd ; 
like to the Mome, when first her shyning face 
Hath to the gloomy world itself bewray'd : 
That same was fayrest Amoret in place, 

Shyning with beauties light and heavenly vertues grace. 
LIII. 
" Whome soone as I beheld, my hart gan tlirob 
And wade in doubt what best were to be donne : 
For sacrilege me seem'd the church to rob ; 
And folly seem'd to leave the thing undonne, 

^ Overthieart, opposite. ' Dispart^ separate. 

' Suhmissef sabmissiye, docile. * RaU^ maimer. 
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Which with so strong attempt I had begODoe. 
Tho/ shaking off all doubt and shamefast feare, 
Which Ladies love I heard had never wonne 
Mongst men of worth, I to her stepped neare. 

And by the lilly hand her labour'd up to reare.* 
LIV. 
" Thereat that formost Matrone me did blame, 
And sharpe rebuke for being over-bold ; 
Saying it was to Knight unseemely shame, 
Upon a recluse Virgin to lay hold. 
That unto Venus services was sold. 
To whom I thus ; Nay, but it fitteth best 
For Cupids man with Venus mayd to hold ; 
For ill your goddesse services are drest * 

By Virgins, and her sacrifices let to rest. 
LV. 
'< With that my Shield I forth to her did show, 
Which all that while I closely had conceld ; 
On which when Cupid with his killing bow 
And cniell shafts emblazond she beheld, 
At sight thereof she was with terror queld. 
And said no more : but I, which all that while 
The pledge of faith her hand engaged held, 
(Like warie hynd within the weedie soyle,) 

For no intreatie would forgoe so glorious spoyle. 
LVI. 
'^ And evermore upon the goddesse bee 
Mine eye was fixt, for feare of her offence : 

' Tko, then. ' Reare, raise. ' Drestf perfomied. 



LIV . 1 . — Formost Matrone.'] Womanhood . 

LV. 8. — Warie hynd.] Upton would read " weary.** Like the 
weary hind which is so entangled in a weedy or bushy place that it 
cannot escape the hunter. 
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Whom when I saw with amiable grace 
To laugh on me, and favour my preteoce, 
I was emboldned with more c(»ifidence ; 
And, nought for nicenesse nor for envy sparing, 
In presence of them all forth led her thence, 
All looking on, and like astonisht staring, 

Yet to lay hand on her not one of all them daring. 
LVIl. 
'' She often prayd, and often me besought. 
Sometime with tender teares to let her goe. 
Sometime with witchmg smyles : but yet, for nought 
That ever she to me could say or doe. 
Could she her wished fieedome fio me wooe ; 
But forth I led her through the Temple gate. 
By which I hardly past with much adoe: 
But that same Ladie, which me ftiended ^ late 

In entrance, did me also fiiend in my retrate. 
LVm. 
'^ No lesse did Daunger threaten me with dread, 
Whenas he saw me, maugre^ all his powre, 
That glorious spoyle of Beautie with me lead, 
Then^ Cerberus, when Orpheus did recoure* 
His Leman from the Stygian princes boure.^ 
But evermore my Shield did me defend 
Against the storme of every dreadfull stoure ^ : 
Thus safely with my Love I thence did wend. ^ " 

So ended he his Tale ; where I this Canto end. 



1 FrUndedj beirieiided. ' Mattgre, in spite of. ' 7%em, than. 

* Recouref recoyer. • Baure, residence. 

• Stourey assault. ' Wend^ go. 



LV U. 8. — ITuU same LduUe.] Concoid. 
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CANTO XI. 

Maiinells fonner wound is heald; 

He comes to Proteus ball, 
Where Thames doth the Medway wedd. 

And feasts the sea-gods all. 

I. 

But ah ! for pittie that I have thus loDg 

Left a fayre Ladie languishmg in payne ! 

Now well away ! that I have doen such wiong. 

To let fiure Florimell in bands remayne, 

In bands of love, and in sad thraldomes chayne ; 

Fnxn which unlesse some heavenly powre her free 

By miracle, not yet appearing playne, 

She lenger ^ yet is like captiv'd to bee ; 

That even to thinke thereof it inly pitties mee. 
n. 
Here neede you to remember, how erewhile 
Unlovely Proteus, missing to his mmd 
That Virgins love to win by wit or wile, 
Her threw into a dongeon deepe and blind,' 
And there in chaynes her cruelly did bind. 
In hope thereby her to his bent to draw : 
For, whenas neither gifts nor graces kind 
Her constant mind could move at all he saw. 

He thought her to compell by crueltie and awe. 

> LengoTf longer. ' BUndy dark. 



II. l.—Here needs ytm, &c.] See Book III. canto VIII. stama XU. 
VOL. lU. 16 
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III. 

Deepe in the bottome of an huge great locke 
The dongeon was, in which her bound he left, 
That neither yion barres, nor brasen looke. 
Did neede to gaid fix)m force or secret theft 
Of all her lovers which would her have reft : 
For wall'd it was with waves, which rag'd and roi'd 
As they the cliffe in peeces would have cleft ; 
Besides, ten thousand monsters foule abhor^d 

Did waite about it, gapmg griesly, all begor'd.^ 
IV. 
And in the midst thereof did Horror dwell, 
And Darkenesse dredd that never viewed day. 
Like to the balefull house of lowest hell. 
In which old Styx her aged bones alway 
(Old Styx the grandame of the gods) doth lay. 
There did this lucklesse Mayd seven months abide, 
Ne ever evening saw, ne mornings ray, 
Ne ever fiom the day the night descride. 

But thought it all one night, that did no houres divide. 
V. 
And all this was for love of Marinell, 
Who her despysd (ah ! who would her despyse !) 
And wemens love did fiom his hart expell. 
And all those ioyes that weake mankind entyse. 
Nathlesse his pride full dearely he did pryse ' ; 
For of ^ a womans hand it was ywroke,^ 
That of the wound he yet in languor lyes, 

* Btgor^d, stained with gore. * Cy, by. 

' Prys€, price, pay for. ^ Ywroke, avenged. 



V. 6. — JFV*r of a womans hand, dtc.] See book III. canto IV. stanza 
XVI. 
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Ne can be cured of that ciuell stroke 
Which Britomart him gave, when he did her provoke. 
VI. 
Tet fine and neare the Nymph his mother sought. 
And many salves did to his sore applie, 
And many herbes did use: But whenas nought 
She saw could ease his rankling maladie ; 
At last to Tryphon she for helpe did hie/ 
(This Tryphon is the sea-gods surgeon hight,^) 
Whom she besought to 6nd some remedie : 
And for his paines a whistle him behight^^ 
That of a fishes shell was wrought with rare delist 
vn. 
So well that leach did heatke to her request, 
And did so well employ his carefull pame. 
That in short space his hurts he had redrest. 
And him restored to healthfull state againe : 
In which he long time after did remaine 
There with the Nymph his mother, like her thraU ; 
Who sore against his will did him retaine, 
For feare of perill which to him mote fidl 
Through his too ventrous prowesse proved over all. 
VIII 
It fortun'd then, a solemne Feast was there 
To all the sea-gods and their fruitiiill seede, 
In honour of the Spousalls which then were 
Betwixt the Medway and the Thames agreed. 
Long had the Thames (as we in records reed) 
Before that day her wooed to his bed ; 
But the proud Nymph would for no worldly meed, 

1 ffii, go. ' Bight, caUed. > Btkigki, promifed. 
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Nor no entreatie, to his love be led ; 

TBI DOW at last relenting she to him was wed* 
IX. 
So both agreed that this thw Bridale Feast 
Should for the gods in Proteus house be made ; 
To which they all repayr'd, both most ^ and least. 
As well which in the mightie ocean trade,^ 
As that in rivers swim, or brookes doe wade: 
All which, not if an hundred tongues to tell, 
And hundred mouthes, and voice of brasse I had, 
And endlesse memorie that mote exceU, 

In order as they came could I recount them well. 
X. 
Helpe therefore, O thou sacred Impe^ of love, 
The noursling of dame Memorie his Deare, 
To whom those rolles, layd up in heaven above» 
And records of antiquitie appeare. 
To which no wit of man may comen * neare ; 
Helpe me to tell the names of all those Floods 
And all those Nymphes, which then assembled were 
To that great Banquet of the watiy gods, 

And all their sundry kinds, and all their hid abodes. 
XI. 
First came great Neptune, with his three-foikt mace, 
That rules the seas and makes them rise or fall ; 
His dewy lockes did drop with brine apace ^ 
Under his diademe imperiall : 

* Mosty greatest. • TVode, occapy themaelvea, dwelL 

' Jmpe^ child. * Comerif come. * Apace^ copioiuly. 



X. 1. — Saertd Impe of loveJ] Clio, the Muse of History, the daugh- 
ter of Jupiter and Mnemosyne, or Memory. 
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And by his side his Queene with conxiall, 
Faire Amphitiite, most divinely fiuie. 
Whose yvorie shoulders weren ^ covered all, 
As with a robe, with her owne silver haire, 

And deckt with peailes which th' Indian seas ibr her prepaire. 

XII. 
These marched ferre afore the other crew : 
And all the way before them, as they went, 
Triton hb trompet shrill before them blew, 
F(»r goodly triumph and great iollyment. 
That made the rockes to roare as they were rent. 
And after them the royaU issue came. 
Which of them sprung by lineall descent : 
first the sea-gods, which to themselves doe clame 

The powre to rale the billowes, and the waves to tame : 

XIII. 
Fhorcys, the &ther of that fataU brcxxl, 
By whom those dd heroes wonne such fiune ; 
And Glaucus, that wise soothsayes imderstood ; 
And tragicke Inoes sonne, the which became 
A god of seas through his mad mothers blame. 
Now hi^t^ Palemon, and is saylers fiend ; 
Great Brontes ; and Astrsus, that did shame 

* Weren, wera. * Bight, called. 



XIII. 1. — Phoreys, &c.] Fhorcys married Ceto, and was the father 
of the Gk>rgoiis, the Dragons of the Hesperides, and other monsters ; in 
the conquest of whom, the valor of Perseus, Hercules, and others was 
displayed. 

XIII. 4. — Tragicke Inoes eotme.] Ino threw herself, with her son 
Melioeita, into the sea to escape the insane fury of her husband, 
Atfaamas. Melicerta became a sea-god, called Palemon. It should be 
< mad father's blame,' to conform to the story. 

16 • 
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GBmselfe with incest of his kin unkend^ ; 
And huge Oiion, that doth tempests still portend; 
XIV. 

The rich Cteatus ; and Ekuytus long ; 

Neleus and Pdias, lovely brethren both ; 

Mighde Chiysaor ; and Caicus strong ; 

Euiypulus, that cahnes the waters wroth ; 

And faire Euphoemus, that upon them gp'th, 

As on the ground, without dismay cm: dread ; 

Fierce Eryx ; and Alebius, that know'th 

The wateis depth, and doth th^ bottome tread ; 
And sad Asopus, comely with his hoarie head. 
XV. 

There also some most famous Foundens were 

Of puissant nations, which the world possest, 

Yet sonnes of Neptune, now assembled here: 

Ancient Ogyges, even th' auncientest : 

And Inachus renowmd above the rest; 

Phcenix ; and Aon ; and Pelasgus old ; 

Great Belus ; PhcBax ; and Agencnr best; 

And mightie Albbn, father of the bold 
And warlike people which the Britaine Islands hold : 
XVI. 

For Albbn the sonne of Neptune was; 

Who, for the proofe of his great puissance, 

Out of his Albion did on dry-foot pas 

Into old Gall, that now is cleeped^ France, 

^ Umkeitdf nnknown. ' Cleeped, called. 



XIII. 8. — Of iUff kin.] His iiater Alcippe. The dwcawtrj ww 
made by meana of a ring, and Aatneoa drowned himself in a rivw, 
which received hii name. 
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To fight with Hercules, that did advance 
To vanquish all the world v^th matchlesse might; 
And there his mortaU part by great mischance 
Was slabe ; but that which is th' inmiortall spright 

lives sull, and to this Feast with Neptunes seed was dight.^ 
XVII. 
But what do I thdr names seeke to reherse, 
Which all the world have with their issue fild? 
How can they all in this so narrow verse 
Contayned be, and in small compasse hild^? 
Let them record them that are better skild. 
And know the moniments of passed age: 
Onely what needeth shall be here fulfild, 
T' expresse some part of that great equipage 

Which from great Neptune do derive their parentage. 
XVIII. 
Next came the aged Ocean and his Dame 
Old Tethys, th' oldest two of all the rest ; 
For all the rest of those two parents came, 
Which afterward both sea and land possest ; 
Of all which Nereus, th' eldest and the best, 
Did first proceed ; then ^ which none more upright, 
Ne more sincere in word and deed profest ; 
Most voide of guile, most free bom fowle despight. 

Doing himselfe and teaching others to doe right : 

XIX. 
Thereto he was expert in prophecies, 
And could the ledden of the gods unfold ; 

* Digkty prepared. ' HUdy held. > Tkm, than. 



XIX. 2. — T%e Udden,] Ledden n a Saxon word, meaning Latin, or 
rtlher, according to lyrwhitt, is a corruption of the word Latin, It 
meant, here, language generally, and piobahlj acquired that iignifi- 
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Thiougii which, when Paris brou^t his famous pose, 
The faiie Tmdarid Lasse, he him foretold 
That her all Greece with many a champion bdd 
Should fetch againe, and finally destroy 
Proud Priams towne : So wise is Nereus old. 
And so well skild : nathlesse he takes great ioy 

Oft*times amongst the wanton nymi^is to spent and txiy* 

XX. 
And afier him the famous Rivers came, 
Which doe the earth enrich and beautifie: 
The fertile Nile, which creatures new doth firame ; 
Long Rhodanus, whose sourse springs fixMn the side; 
Faire Ister, flowing finm the mountaines hie ; 
Divme Scamander, purpled yet with blood 
Of Greeks and Troians, which therein did die; 
Pactdus glistring with his golden flood ; 

And Tygris fierce, whose streames of none may be withstood; 

XXI. 
Great Ganges ; and immortaU Euphrates ; 
Deepe Indus; and Mseander intricate ; 
Slow Peneus ; and tempestuous Phasides ; 
Swift Rhene ; and Alpheus still immaculate ; 
Ooraxes, feared f(»r great Cjrrus fiite ; 



cation from the fiu;t, that the Latin was for a long time the c 
language of intercourse among educated men. Dante uses latmo in 
the same manner, Canz. 1. 

XIX. 4. — fie kimforeUdd.] This prophecy of Neieus forms the 
subject of the fifteenth ode of the first book of Horace. 

XX. 4. — Springs from the skie.] The source of the Rhone is in the 
central and highest part of Switzerland. 

XXI. 4. -^Alpheus stiU immactdaU.] Alluding to the clasneal 
fable that the river Alpheus flowed from Peloponnesus to Bidljr 
through the sea, without any mingling of sah water. 

XXI. 5. — Oermxeg,] Aiaxes, a river emptying into the Gaspiu 
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TybriSy renowined tat the Roniaines fame ; 

Rich Oranochy, though but knowen late ; 

And that huge RiFer, which doth beare his name 

Of wailike Amazons which doe possesse the same. 
XXII. 
I07 on those warlike Women, which so long 
Can from all Men so rich a kingdome hold ! 
And shame (m you, O Men, which boast your strong 
And valiant hearts, in thoughts lesse hard and bold, 
Yet quaile in conquest of that Land of Crold ! 
But this to you, O Britons, most pertaines, 
To whom the right hereof itselfe hath sold ; 
The which, for sparing lide cost or paines. 

Loose so immortall glory, and so endlesse gaines. 
XXIII. 
Then was there heard a most celestiall sound 
Of dainty musicke, which did next ensew ^ 
Before the Spouse : that was Arion crownd ; 
Who, playing on his harpe, unto him drew 
The eares and hearts of all that goodly crew ; 
That even yet the dolphin, which him bore 

' EnseWf follow. 



■ea. Cyras crossed this river, when he went upon his fatal expedition 
against Thomyris, queen of the Massagets. 
XXI. 7. — Oranochy.'] Oronoco. 

XXI. d. — Cf mirUke .Smaxons.] Orellana, the discoyerer of the 
Amazon, eaUed it by that name, or the river of the Amazons, from 
seeing some armed women on its banks. 

XXII. 5.— Land of Gold.] Probably Guiana. This part of the 
poem was published soon after Sir Walter Raleigh's unsuccessful 
expedition to that countiy in 1595, and Spenser here endeayors to 
promote the wishes of his friend^ who was desirous of haying another 
expedition fitted oat This continued to be a favorite seheme of his 
through life. 
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Huough the JEgian seas from pirates vew, 
Stood still b7 him astonisht at his lore,^ 

And all the raging seas for ioy forgot to rare. 
XXIV. 
So went he playing on the watery plaine : 
Soone after whom the lovely Bridegroome came. 
The noble Thames, with all his goodly trame. 
But him before there went, as best became, 
His auncient parents, namely th' amicient Thame ; 
But much more aged was his wife then* he, 
The Ouze, whom men doe Isis righdy name ; 
Full weake and crooked creature seemed shee, [see. 

And almost blind through eld,^ that scarce her way could 

XXV. 
Therefore on either side she was sustained 
Of two smal grooms, which by their names were hight^ 
The Chuine and Charwell, two small streames, which 



Themselves her footing to direct aright, 
Which fayled oil through famt and feeble plight : 
But Thame was stronger, and of better stay ; 
Yet seem'd full aged by his outward sight. 
With head all hoary, and his beard all gray, 
Deawed with silver drops that trickled downe alway : 

^ Lore, 8kiU. ' Eld, age. 

' Then, than. * Higktj called. 



XXIV. 5. — 7%' aundent Tkame.] The Thames " originates from a 
number of riyulets on the borders of Wilts and Gloncestershire, which, 
uniting at Crickdale, form a stream which is about nine feet broad in 
■ummer, and is called the Tkame. Near Oxford it receives the Char- 
well and the Isis, assuming, on its junction with the latter riTer, the 
compound name of Tamesis, which has been abbreviated into TlUmieff." 
— Mubsat's Encyclopedia of Geography. 
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XXVI. 

And eke be somewhat seem'd to stoupe afim 
With bowed backe, by reason of the lode 
And auncient heavy burden which he bore 
Of that faire City, wherein make abode 
So many learned impes,^ that shoote abrode. 
And with their braunches spred^ all Britany, 
No lesse then ^ do her elder Sisters broode. 
loy to you Both, ye double Noursery 

Of Arts ! but, Oxford, thine doth Thame most glorify. 
XXVII. 
But he their Sonne iiill fresh and iolly was. 
All decked in a robe of watchet * hew. 
On which the waves, glittering like christall glas. 
So cunningly enwoven were, that few 
Could weenen^ whether they were false or trew : 
And on his head like to a coronet 
He wore, that seemed strange to ccxnmon vew. 
In which were many towres and castels set. 

That it encompast round as with a golden fiet.^ 
XXVIII. 
Ldke as the Mother of the gods, they say, 
In her great iron charet wonts to ride. 
When to loves pallace she doth take her way. 
Old Cybele, arayd with pompous pride. 
Wearing a diademe embattild wide 

* Impes, gnftsy shoots. * WaUhtt^ blue. 

' SpTtd^ spread over. ^ Weenen, ween, judge. 

' Jken^ than. ' Frtt^ work rising in protuberance, border. 



XXVI. 4. — JFWrs CUy.'] Oxford. 

XXVI. 7. — Eidw aitUTB broode.] The University of Cambridge. 
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With hundred turrets, like a tunibant.^ 

With such an oae was Thamb beautifide ; 

That was to weet the fiimous Tn>3movant, 
In which her kiogdomes throne is chiefly reaant* 
XXIX. 

And round about him many a pretty Page 

Attended duely, ready to obay ; 

All little Rivers which owe vassallage 

To him, as to their Lord, and tribute pay: 

The chaulky Kenet ; and the Thetis gray ; 

The morish ^ Cole ; and the soft-sliding Breane ; 

The wanton Lee, that oft doth loose his way ; 

And the still Darent, m whose waters cleane 
Ten thousand fishes play and decke his pleasant streame. 
XXX. 

Then came his neighbour Flouds which nigh him dwell, 

And water all the English soile throughout; 

They all on him this day attended well, 

And with meet service waited him about ; 

Ne none disdained low to him to lout ^ : 

No not the stately Seveme grudg'd at all, 

.Ne storming Humber, though he looked stout ; 

But both him honor'd as their principall. 
And let their swelling waters low before him fall. 
XXXI. 

There was the speedy Tamar, which divides 

The Comish and the Devonish confines ; 

Through both whose borders swiftly downe it glides, 

^ Tbm&ORt, tnrinn. ' Morish^ xnooriBh, manhj. 

' Redantf resident. ^ Loutf bend. 



XXVni. 8. — TVoynovoia.] London. 
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Andy meeting FUm, to Plinunouth thence declines : 
And Dart, nigh chockt with sands of tinny nunes : 
But Avon marched in more stately path, 
Pnnid of his adamants with which he shines 
And glisters wide, as als of wondrous Bath, 

And Bristow faire, which on his waves he builded hath. 
XXXII. 
And there came Stoure with terrible aspect. 
Bearing his sixe deformed heads on hye, 
That doth his course through Blandford plains direct, 
And washeth Winbome meades in season drye. 
Next him went Wylibouroe with passage slye. 
That of his wylinesse his name doth take, 
And of himselfe doth name the shire thereby : 
And Mole, that like a nousling ^ mole doth make 

His way stiU under ground till Thames he overtake. 
XXXIII. 
Then came the Rotber, decked all with woods 
Like a wood-god, and flowmg fast to Rhy ; 
And Sture, that parteth with his pleasant floods 
The Easteme Saxons from the Southeme ny. 
And Clare and Harwitch both doth beautify : 
Him foUowM Yar, soft washing Norwitch wall, 
And with him brought a present ioyfiilly 
Of his owne fish unto their FesdvaU, [call. 

Whose like none else could shew, the which they rufBns 
XXXIV. 
Next these the plenteous Ouse came far from land. 
By many a city and by many a towne, 

1 JVbvsItv, borrowing. 



XXXI. 7. — His adamaaUM,^ The ciyttals found in the neighborhood 
of Bristol, known bj the name cSBrUui stamu, 
VOL. lU. 17 
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And many rivers taking under-hand 

Into his waters, as he passeth downe, 

(The Cle, the Were, the Guant, the Store, the Rowne,) 

Thence doth by Huntmgdon and Cambridge flit, 

My mother Cambridge, whom as with a crowne 

He doth adome, and is adora'd of it 

With many a gentle Muse and many a learned Wit. 
XXXV. 
And after him the fatall Welland went, 
Tliat if old sawes prove true (which God forbid !) 
Shall drowne all Holland with his excrement. 
And shall see Stamford, though now homely hid. 
Then shine in learning more then ^ ever did 
Cambridge or Oxford, Englands goodly beames. 
And next to him the Nene downe sofdy slid ; 
And bounteous Trent, that m himselfe enseames^ 

Both thirty sorts of fish and tliirty sundry streames. 
XXXVI. 
Next these came Tyne, along whose stony bancke 
That Romaine monarch built a brasen wall. 
Which mote the feebled Britons strongly flancke 
Against the Picts that swarmed over all, 
Which yet thereof (Jualsever they doe call : 
And Twede, the limit bet^nxt Logris land 

' Then, than. ' Enseamta, encloses. 



XXXV. 3. — HoUofui.] <'The Welland rises in Rutlandshiie, and, 
passing by Stamford, runs into Lincolnshire, and empties itself into 
the sea near the south-east part of the county, -which is called BoL- 
land" — Church. 

XXXVI. 2. — ^ brasen imU.] The wall of Severus, built across the 
island from Solway Frith to Tinemonth. — Brasen means strong, Jirm, 

XXXVI. 5. — Gnalsever.] That is, toaU of Setferus. 

XXXVl.6. — Logris land 

And Albany,"] England and Scotland. 
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And Albany: And Eden, though but small, 
Tet often stainde with bloud of many a band 

Of Scots and English both, that tyned ^ on his strand. 
XXXVII. 
Then came those sixe sad Brethren, like forlome, 
That whil(Hne * were, as antique fathers tell, 
Sixe valiant Knights of one faire nymphe ybome. 
Which did in noble deedes of armes excell. 
And wonned ^ there where now Yorke people dwell ; 
Still Ure, swift Werfe, and Oze the most of might. 
High Swale, unquiet Nide, and troublous Skell ; 
All whom a Scythian king, that Humber hight,^ 

Slew cruelly, and in the river drowned quite : 
XXXVIII. 
But past not long, ere Brutus warlicke sonne 
Locrinus them aveng'd, and the same date. 
Which the proud Humber unto them had donne, 
By equall dome ^ repayd on his owne pate : 
For in the selfe same river, where he late 
Had drenched them, he drowned him againe ; 
And nam'd the river of his wretched fate ; 
Whose bad condition yet it doth retaine, 

Oft tossed with his stormes which therein still remame. 
XXXIX. 
These after came the stony shallow Lone, 
That to old Loncaster his name doth lend : 
And following Dee, which Britons long ygone 
Did call divine, that doth by Chester tend ; 
And Conway, which out of his streame doth send 
Plenty of pearles to decke his dames withall ; 
And Ldndus, that his pikes doth most commend, 

* Tyned^ were \o^^ ^TiBhed. ■ fPWtowM, formerly. 

' Wotuudf dwelled. * Highty wu called. » Dome, doom. 
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Of which the auncient lincobe men doe call : 
All these together marched toward Proteus hall. 

XL. 
Ne thence the Irishe Rivers absent were : 
Sith ^ no lesse famous then^ the rest they bee, 
And ioyne in neighbouifaood of kingdome nera, 
Why should they not likewise m love agree. 
And ioy likewise this solemne day to see 7 
They saw it all, and present were in place ; 
Though I them all, according their degree, 
Cannot recount, nor tell their hidden race. 
Nor read the salvage countries thorough which they pace. 

XLI. 
There was the Li^* rolling downe the lea ; 
The sandy Slane ; the stony Aubrian ; 
The spacious Shenan spreading like a sea ; 
The pleasant Boyne ; the fishy fruitiull Ban ; 
Swift Awniduff, which of the English man 
Is cal'de Blacke-water ; and the lifiar deep ; 
Sad Trowts, that once his people over-ran ; 
Strong Alio tomblmg fixxn Slewlogher steep ; 
And Mulla mine, whose waves I whilom^ taught to weep. 

XLII. 
And there the three renowmed Brethren were. 
Which that great gyant Blomius begot 
Of the faire Nimph Rheusa wandring there : 
One day, as she to shunne the season whot^ 
Under Slewboome in shady grove was got, 

* Sithf since. • Whilom, fonnerlj. 

* Tkan, than. ^ What, hot. 



XLI. 9. — MuUa mine.] The Mnlla floived near the poet*s lemdenoe 
in Ireland. It had heen mentioned by him in a previous poem, *' CtHan. 
Clouta come home again.'* 
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This gyant ibund her and by force deflowr'd ; 
Whereof conceiving, she in time jS>rth brought 
These three &ire sons, which being thenceforth powrd 

In three great livers ran, and many countreis scowrd. 

XLIII. 
The first the gentle Shure that, making way 
By sweet Clonmell, adomes lich Waterford ; 
The next, the stubbome Newie whose waters gray 
By faire Kjlkenny and Rosseponte boord ^ ; 
The third, the goodly Barow which doth hoord 
Great heaps of salmons m his deepe bos^xne : 
All winch, long sundred, doe at last accord * 
To k)yne in (me, ere to the sea they come ; 

So, flowmg all fiom one, all one at last become. 
XLIV. 
There also was the wide embayed Mayre ; 
The pleasaunt Bandon crownd with many a wood ; 
The spreading Lee that, like an island iajnre^ 
Encloseth Coike with his divided flood ; 
And balefiill Oure late staind with English blood : 
With many more whose names no tongue can teQ. 
All whkh that day m order seemly good 
Did on the Thames attend, and waited well 

To doe their duefiil service, as to them befeiL 
XLV. 
Then came the Bride, the lovely Medua came. 
Clad m a vesture of unknowen geare^ 
And uncouth ^ fiishk>n, yet her well became, 

^ Board by, nm tportinglj by. ' Geare, material. 

* jSeeardf agree. ^ UneouSkf stiange. 

XLIV. l. — Tla widsembayid JIfoyra.] ''Ramaifcable for iti baja, 
mscmdmg to Camden.'* — Uptov. 
17* 
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That seem'd like silver sprinckled here and theare 
With glittering spangs ^ that did like starres appeare, 
And wav'd upon, like water chamelot,^ 
To hide the metall, which yet every where 
Bewrayd itselfe, to let men plainely wot' 

It was no mortall worke, that seem'd and yet was not. 
XLVI. 
Her goodly lockes adowne her backe did flow 
Unto her waste, with flowres bescattered, 
The which ambrosiall odours forth did throw 
To all about, and all her shoulders spred 
As a new spring ; and likewise on her bed 
A chapelet of sundry flowers she wore, 
From under which the deawy humour shed 
Did tricle downe her haire, like to the bore 

Congealed litle drops which doe the mome adore.^ 
XLVIl. 
On her two pretty Handmaides did attend, 
One cald the Theise, the other cald the Crane; 
Which on her waited things amisse to mend. 
And both behind upheld her spredding traine ; 
Under the which her feet appeared plaine. 
Her silver feet, faire washt against this day ; 
And her before there paced Pages twaine. 
Both clad in colours like and like array, 

The Doune and eke the Frith, both which prepaid her way. 
XLVIII. 
And after these the Seansymphs marched all, 

> Spangs f spnngles. ' Woty know. 

' Ckamelatf camlet. * Jidorej adorn. 



XLVIII. 1. — The Sea-nymphs.'] '^Spenaer, in his spouaala of the 
Thames and Medway, has imposed on himself a task from which a 
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All goodly Damzels, deckt with long greene haire, 

Whom of their sire Nereides men call, 

All which the Oceans daughter to him bare, 

The gray-eyde Doris ; all which fifty are ; 

AU which she there on her attending had : 

Swiil Pioto ; milde Eucrate ; Thetis faire ; 

Soft Spio ; sweete Endore ; Sao sad ; 
light Doto ; wanton Glauce ; and Galeni glad ; 
XLIX. 

White-hand Eunica ; proud Dynamene ; 

loyous Thalia ; goodly Amphitrite ; 

Lovely Pasithee ; kinde Eulimene ; 

light-foote Cymothoe ; and sweet Meliti ; 

Fairest Pherusa ; Phao lilly white ; 

Wondred Agave ; Pons ; and Nesaea ; 

With Erato that doth in love delite ; 

And Panopae ; and wise Protomedaea ; 
And snowy-neckd Doris ; and milke-white Galathea ; 
L. 

Speedy Hippothoe ; and chaste Actea ; 

Large IJsianassa ; and Pronxa sage ; 

Euagore ; and light Pontoporea ; 

And, she that with her least word can asswage 

The surging seas when they do sorest rage, 

Cymodoce ; and stout Autonoe ; 

And Neso ; and Eione well in age ; 

And seeming still to smile Glauconome ; 
And, she that hight of many heastes, Polynome ; 

tnnilator would fain escape ; and has transpoMd into hii stanzas the 
whole fifty Neieids of Hesiod, together with his catalogue of Riyers." 
— Eltoh, JfoU to trondation of Hesiod. 

L. 9. — Highl of many heastes.] Called of man j names. Polfn&mt 
is oompoonded of two Greek words, meaning mamf i 
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LI. 

Fresh Alimeda deckt with girioad gieeae; 
Hyponeo with salt-bedewed wrests ^ ; 
Laomedia like the christall sheeoe ^ ; 
Ldagore much praisd for wise behests , 
And Psamathe for her brode snowy brests ; 
Cymo ; Eupompe ; and Themist^ iust ; 
And, she that yertue loves and vice detests, 
Euama ; and Menippe true in trust ; 

And Nemertea learned wdl to rule her lust.' 
LIT. 
All these the Daughters of old Nereus were. 
Which have the sea m charge to them assinde. 
To rule his tides, and surges to uprere, 
To bring forth stormes, or fast them to upbinde, 
And sailers save from wreckes of wrathfiiU wmde. 
And yet besides, three thousand more there were 
Of th' Oceans seede, but loves and Phoebus kmde; 
The which in floods and fountames doe appere. 

And all mankinde do nourish with their waters clere. 
LIII. 
The which, more eath * it were for mortall wight 
To tell the sands, or count the starres on hye, 
Or ought more hard^ then ^ thinke to reckcHi right 
But well I wote^ that these, which I descry. 
Were present at this great Solemnity : 
And there, amongst the rest, the Mother was 
Of lucklesse Marinell, Cymodoc^ ; 
Which, for my Muse herselfe now tyred has. 

Unto an other Canto I will overpas. 

> WruU, wrists. > Liutf wiU. • TUn^ than. 

' ShMm, bright * EoAf easy. < WoU^ know. 
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CANTO XII. 



Maiin, for love of Florimell, 

In laDguor wastes his life : 
The Nymph, his mother, getteth her, 

And gives to him for wife. 

I. 
O WHAT an endlesse worke have I m hand. 
To count the Seas abundant progeny, 
Whose fiuitiidl seede fane passeth ^ those m land, 
And also those which wonne' m th' azure sky I 
For much more eath ^ to tell the starres on by, 
Albe^ they endlesse seeme in estimation, 
Then ^ to recount the Seas posterity : 
So fertile be the flouds m generation, 

So huge their numbers, and so numberiesse their nation. 
11. 
Therefore the antique wisards well invented 
That Venus of the fomy sea was bred ; 
For that the seas by her are most augmented, 
l^tnesse th' exceeding fiy which there are fed, 
And wondrous sholes which may of none be red.^ 
Then blame me not if I have enr'd in count 
Of gods, of nymphs, of rivers, yet unred ^ : 
For though their numbers do much more surmount, 

Tet all those same were there which erst ® I did recount 

1 PMteCA, anrpasMth. * 7%e», than. 

* WoniUy dweU. • Red, told. 

* tUUk^ easy. ^ Vmredf nnmentioiied. 
« Albe^ although. * £rjt, befine. 
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III. 

All those were there, and maoy other more, 
Whose names and nations were too long to teD, 
That Proteus house they fild even to the doie ; 
Yet were they all in order, as befell, 
According their degrees disposed weD. 
Amongst the rest was fiiire Cymodoce, 
The Mother of unlucky Marinell, 
Who thither with her came, to leame and see 

The manner of the gods when they at banquet be. 
IV. 
But for ^ he was halfe mortall, bemg bred 
Of mortal sire, though of immortall wombe. 
He might not with immortall food be fed, 
Ne with th' etemall gods to bancket ccnne ; 
But walkt abrode, and round about did rome 
To view the building of that uncouth^ place, 
That seem'd unlike unto his earthly home : 
Where, as he to and fix> by chaunce did trace, 

There unto him betid a disadventious case. 
V. 
Under the hanging of an hideous clieJBTe 
He heard the lamentable voice of one. 
That piteously complabd her carefull^ grieflb, 
Which never she before disclosd to none. 
But to herselfe her sorrow did bemone : 
So feelingly her case she did complsune, 

* For, whereas. * UnanUh, tltnnge, * CarefvU^ mawwUL 



IV. 9. — Tkere unto Am hetid, &c.] An anhappj case or ntuation 
was made known to him. 

y . 2. — Cf one.] This is Florimel, who was imprisoned by PioleaSy 
book III. canto VIII. stanza XLI. 
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That rath ^ it moved m the locky stcmey 
And made it seeme to feele her grievous paine, 

And oft to grone with billowes beating from the maine: 

VI. 
'^ Thou^ vaine I see my soirowes to unfidd 
And count my cares, when none is nigh to heara ; 
Yet, hopbg griefe may lessen being told, 
I will them tell though unto no man neare : 
For Heaven, that unto all lends equall eare, 
Is fiure from hearing of my heavy plight ; 
And lowest hell, to which I lie most neare, 
Cares not what evils hap to wretched wight ; 

And greedy seas doe in the spoile of life delight. 

VII. 
'^ Tet loe ! the seas I see by often beating 
Doe pearce the rockes ; and hardest marble weares ; 
But his hard rocky hart for no entreating 
WiU yeeld, but, when my piteous plaints he heares, 
Is hardned more with my aboundant teares : 
Tet though he never list to me relent, 
But let me waste in woe my wretched yeares. 
Yet will I never of my love repent. 

But ioy that for his sake I suSkr prisonment. 

VIII. 
" And when my weary ghost, with griefe outwome, 
By timely death shall winne her wished rest. 
Let then this plaint unto his eares be borne. 
That blame it is, to him that annes profest. 
To let her die whom he might have redrest ! " 
There did she pause, mforced to give place 
Unto the passion that her heart opprest ; 

^ Rmth^ pitj. 
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And, after she had wept and wail'd a space. 
She gan afiesh thus to renew her wretched case: 
IX. 
« Ye gods of seas, if any gods at aU 
Have care of right or rath ^ of wretches wiong, 
By'one or other way me woefull thiall 
Deliver hence out of this dungeon strong, 
In which I daily dying am too long : 
And if ye deeme me death for lovmg one 
That loyes not me, then doe it not prolong, 
But let me die and end my daies attone,* 
And let him live unlov'd, or love himselfe alone. 
X. 
" But if that life ye unto me decree. 
Then let mee live, as Lovers ought to do. 
And of my lifes deare Love beloved be : 
And, if he should through pride your docoie ondo^ 
Do you by duresse him compell thereto. 
And m this prison put him here with me ; 
One prison fittest is to hold us two: 
So had I rather to be thraU then^ fine; 
Such thraldome or such fieedome let it surely be. 
XI. 
'' But O vame iudgment, and ccmditions vaine. 
The which the prisoner points^ unto the fine ! 
The whiles I him condemne, and deeme his pame,^ 
He where he list goes loose, and laughes at me : 
So ever loose, so ever happy be ! 
But whereso loose or happy that thou art. 
Enow, Maiinell, that all this is for thee ! " 



1 JZkCA, pity. * jfteone, at once. ' Thm^ thaa. 

* PokUSf ^»pointi. * Dume kupanUf adjudge his pnniahnwmt 
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With that she wept and wail'd, aa if her bait [smart 
Would quite have buist through great abundance of bar 

XII. 
All which complamt when Marinell had heard| 
And undeiBtood the cause of all her care ^ 
To come of him for using her so hard ; 
His stubbome heart, that never felt misfare,* 
Was toucht with soft remorse and pitty rare ; 
That even for grief of minde he oft did grone. 
And mly wish that m his powre it weare 
Her to redresse: but since he meanes found none, 
He could no more but her great misery bemone. 

XIII. 
Thus whilst his stony heart with tender ruth ' 
Was toucht, and mighty courage^ molMde, 
Dame Venus sonne that tameth stubbome youth 
With iron bit, and maketh him abide 
Till like a victor on his backe he ride, 
Into his mouth his majrstring^ bridle threw, 
That made him stoupe, till he did him bestride: 
Then gan he make him tread his steps anew, 
And learne to bve by leammg Lovers paines to rew. 

XIV. 
Now gan he in his grieved minde devise, 
How fiom that dunge(»Q he might her enlarge : 
Some while he thought, by fairo and humble wise 
To Proteus selfe to sue for her discharge: 
But tlien he fear*d his Mothers former charge 
Gainst womens love, long given him in vaine : 
Then gan he thinke, perforce with sword and taige 

' CarBf grief. ' Misfart^ miBfortone. ' RvCA, pitj. 

* Cmtragt^ hetrt. * Maystringf mMterinf . 

VOL. III. 18 
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Her brih to fetch, and Proteus to constrame: 
But soone he gan such folly to forthinke ^ againe. 

XV. 
Then did he cast to steale her thence away. 
And with him beare where none of her might know. 
But all m vaine : for why ? he found no way 
To enter in, or issue forth below ; 
For all about that nx^ke the sea did flow. 
And though unto his will she given were, 
Yet, without ship or bote her thence to row. 
He wist * not how her thence away to here ' ; 
And daunger well he wist^ long to continue there. 

XVI. 
At last, whenas no meanes he could invent, 
Backe to himselfe he gan retume the blame, 
That was the author of her punishment ; 
And with vile curses and reprochfuU shame 
To damne himselfe by every evil name, 
And deeme unworthy or of love or life. 
That had despisde so chast and faire a Dame, 
Which him had sought through trouble and long strife; 
Tet had refosde a god that her had sought to wife, 
xvn. 
In this sad plight he walked here and there. 
And ramed round about the rocke in vaine. 
As he had lost himselfe he wist ^ not where ; 
Oft listening if he mote her heare againe ; 
And still bemoning her unworthy paine : 
Ldke as an hynde whose calfe is falne unwares 
Into some pit, where she him heares complaine, 

* FartkmU, tbandon. > Witt, knew. ' Berv, bett. 
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An hundred times about the pit side fates, 
Right soaowMij mouming her bereaved cares.^ 
xvin. 
And now hj this the Feast was throughly ended. 
And eveiy one gan homeward to resort : 
Which seeing, Marinell was sore offended 
That his departure thence should be so short,' 
And leave his Love m that sea-walled tart : 
Yet durst he not bis Mother disobay ; 
But, her attendmg in lull seemly sort, 
Did man*.h amongst the many ^ all the way ; 
And all the way did inly moume, like one astray. 

XIX. 
Bdng returned to his Mothers bowre, 
In solitaiy ^ence far from wight 
He gan record ^ the lamentable stowre,^ 
In which his wretched Love lay day and night, 
For his deare sake, that ill deserv'd that plight : 
The thought whereof empierst bis hart so deepe, 
That of no woridly thing he tooke delight ; 
Ne dayly food did take, ne nightly sleepe, [weepe ; 

But pyn'd, and moum'd, and languisht, and alone did 

XX. 
That in short space bis wonted chearefull hew 
Gan fade, and lively spirits deaded ^ quight : 
His cheeke-bones raw, and eie-pits hollow grew. 
And brawney armes bad lost their knowen ^ might. 
That nothing like himselfe he seem'd in idght. 
Ere long so weake of limbe, and sicke of love 

' Cttregf object of her caiei. * SUntre, affliction. 

' Skartf near at hand. * Beaded^ deadened, diminiihed. 

* JKray, company. "* Knowen^ nsaal. 

^ Rtcard, think apon, call to mind. 
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He woxe, tbal lenger ^ he note* stand upiig^ 
But to bis bed was brought, and layd abore^ 

Like ruefiill ^lost, unable once to sdr or move. 
XXI. 
Which when his Mother saw, she in her nund 
Was troubled sore, ne wist^ well what to weeoe; 
Ne could by search nor any meanes out find 
The secret cause and nature of hb teene,^ 
Whereby she might apply some medicine; 
But weeping day and night did him attend. 
And rooum'd to see her losse before her eyne. 
Which grieved her more that she it could not mend: 

To see an helplesse eviU double griefe doth lend, 
xxn. 
Nought could she read ^ the root of his disease, 
Ne weene what mister maladie ^ it is, 
Whereby to seeke some means it to appease. 
Most did she thinke, but most she thought amis, 
That that same former fatall wound of his 
Whyleare''' by Tryphon was not throughly healed. 
But closely rankled under th' orifis : 
Least did she thmke, that which he most concealed. 

That love it was, which m his hart lay unrevealed. 
xxm. 
Therefore to Tryphon she agame doth hast, 
And him doth chyde as false and fraudulent. 
That &yld^ the trust, which she in him had plast. 
To cure her Sonne, as he his faith had lent^ ; 



> Lenger, longer. * Mister maladU, kind of malidy. 

* NoU, could not ^ WhtfLeare, before. 
» Witt, knew. ■ Fayld, deceived. 
« Tunt^ eonrow. ' LaUy pledged. 

* Ready leain. 
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Who DOW was fiJne into new languishment 
Of hb old hurt, which was not throughly cured. 
So backe he came unto her patient ; 
Where searching every part, her well assured 

That it was no old sore which his new paine procured ; 
XXIV. 
But that it was some other maladie, 
Or grief unknowne, which he could not disceme: 
So left he her withouten remedie. 
Then gan her heart to faint, and quake, and eame,^ 
And inly troubled was, the truth to leame. 
Unto himselfe she came, and him besought, 
Now with iaire speeches, now with threatnings steme, 
If ought lay hidden in his grieved thought. 

It to reveale : who still her answered, there was nought. 
XXV. 
Nathlesse she rested not so satis6de ; 
But leaving watry gods, as booting nought, 
Unto the shinie heaven in haste she hide. 
And thence Apollo king of leaches brought. 
Apollo came ; who, soone as he had sought 
Through hb disease, did by and by out find 
That he did languish of some inward thought, 
The which afflicted his engrieved mmd ; 

Which love he red ^ to be, that leads each living kind. 
XXVI. 
Which when he had unto his Mother told. 
She gan thereat to fret and greatly grieve : 
And, comming to her Sonne, gan first to scold 
And chyde at him that made her misbelieve : 

■ Eame, yearn. * Redj perceived. 

18 • 
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But afterwards she gan him soft to shiieve, 

And wooe with fair intreatie, to disclose 

Which of the nymphes his heart so sore did miere' : 

For sure she weend it was some one of those. 

Which he had lately seene, that tot his Love he chose. 
XXVII. 
Now lesse she feared that same &ta]l read,' 
That warned him of womeos love beware : 
Which being ment of mortal creatures sead, 
For love of nymphes she thought she need not care, 
But promist him, whatever wight she weare, 
That she her love to him would shordy game: 
So he her told : but soone as she did heare 
That Florimell it was which wrought his paine, 

She gan afresh to chafe, and grieve in every vame. 
xxvm. 
Yet since she saw the strright ^ eztremitie, 
In which his life unluckily was layd. 
It was no time to scan the prophecie. 
Whether old Proteus tnie or false had sayd. 
That his decay should happen by a Mayd ; 
(It's late, m death, of daunger to advize^ ; 
Or love forbid him, that is life denayd ^ ;) 
But rather gan m troubled mind devize 

How she that Lftdies libertie might enterprize.* 
xxix. 
To Proteus selfe to sew '' she thought it vaine, 

' MUve, moTe. * Denayd, denied. 

' Ready wayingy prediction. * Enterprixe, BCCompliA. 

' Strtigktf strict, imminent. ^ Sew, sue, solicit. 
* Admxtey reflect, consider. 



XXVI. 5. — Skrieoe.] Shrive ; qoestion ; ss a confessor 
person whom he is shriving, whose confession he is receiving, 
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Who was the loot and woiker of her woe ; 

Nor unto any meaner to complame ; 

But unto great Kmg Neptune selfe did goe, 

Andy on her knee before him falling lowe. 

Made humble suit unto his Maiestie 

To graunt to her her Sonnes life, which his £)e, 

A ciuell Tjrrant, had presumpteouslie 
By wicked doome condemn'd a wretched death to die. 
XXX. 

To whom god Neptune, softly smyling, thus ; 

^' Daughter, me seemes of double wrong ye plaine. 

Gainst one that hath both wronged you and us : 

For death t* adward I ween'd did appertaine 

To none but to the seas sole Soveraine : 

Read ^ therefore who it is which this hath wrought, 

And for what cause ; the tnith discover plaine : 

For never wight so evill did or thought, [nought" 

But would some rightfiill cause pretend, though lighdy 
XXXI. 

To whom she answer'd ; <' Then it is by name 

Proteus, that hath ordayn'd my Sonne to die ; 

For that a Waift, the which by finrtune came 

Upon your seas, he claym'd as propertie : 

And yet nor his, nor his m equitie, 

But yours the Waift by high prerogative: 

Therefore I humbly crave your Majesde 

It to replevie, and my Sonne leprive* : 
So shall you by one gift save all us three alive." 

^ Read, tell. ' Reprive, reprieve, reeeoe from death. 



XXXI. 3. — A Wa^J] A 100^, or watf, meana an article found, and 
not claimed by any owner. 
XXXI. 8. — To rq/leme.] To repUm/ b a law term, and means to 
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XXXII. 
He graunted it : and streight his wairant made. 
Under the Sea-god's seale autenticall, 
Commaundmg Proteus straight t' enlarge the Mayd 
Which wandring on his seas imperiall 
He lately tooke, and sithence ^ kept as thrall. 
Which she receiving with meete thankefiilnesse, 
Departed straight to Proteus therewithal! : 
Who, reading it with inward loathfiilnesse, 

Was grieved to restore the pledge he did possesse. 
XXXIII. 
Yet duist he not the warrant to withstand. 
But unto her delivered Florimell : 
Whom she receiving by the lilly hand, 
Admyr'd her beautie much, as she mote well, 
For she all livmg creatures did excel]. 
And was right ioyous that she gotten had 
So fiiire a wife for her Sonne Maiinell. 
So home with her she streight the Virgin lad. 

And shewed her to him then being sore bestad.^ 
XXXIV. 
Who soone as he beheld that Angels &ce 
Adom'd with all divine perfection, 
His cheared heart eitsoones ^ away gan chace 
Sad Death, revived with her sweet inspection. 
And feeble spirit inly felt refection * ; 
As withered weed through cruell winters tine,^ 

* Sithence, since. ' Bestadf bestead, situated. 

' EfiMOoneSf immediatelj. * Refection, refreshment, restoration. 

* Tinej affliction, cold. 



take pofaeasion of goods claimed, giving security at the same time to 
■ubmit the question of property to a legal tribunal, within a given 
time. 
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That feeles, the waimtb of sunny beames reflection, 
Ldftes up his head that did before decline, 

And gins to spread his leafe before the fiiire sunshine. 
XXXV. 
Right so himselfe did Marinell upreare. 
When he in place his dearest Love did spy ; 
And though his limbs could not his bodie beare, 
Ne fomier strength retume so suddenly, 
Yet chearefiill signes he shewed outwardly. 
Ne lesse was She in secret hart affected, 
But that she masked it with modestie, 
For feare she should of ligbtnesse be detected : 

Which to another place I leave to be perfected. 



THE FIFTH BOOKE 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 

COHTTAnriHTG 

THE LEGEND OF ABTEGALL OB OF JUSTICE. 

I. 

OO oft as I with state of present time 
The image of the antique world compare, 
Whenas mans age was in bis freshest prime. 
And the first blossome of faire vertue bare ; 
Sucb oddes I finde twixt those, and these which are, 
As that, through long continuance of Us course, 
Me seemes the world is runne quite out of square 
From the first point of his appomted sourse ; 
And bemg once amisse growes daily wourse and wourse: 
II. 
For fiom the golden age, that first was named. 
It's now at earst ^ become a stonie one ; 
And men themselves, the which at fijnst were fi:amed 
Of earthly mould, and form'd of flesh and heme. 
Are now transformed into hardest stone ; 
Such as behind their backs (so backward bred) 
Were throwne by Pyirha and Deucalione : 

^ Jh earst, at length. 
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And if then ^ those may any woise be red. 
They into that ere long will be degendered.' 
III. 
Let none then blame me, if, in discipline 
Of vertue and of civill uses lore, 
I do not fonne them to the commcxi line 
Of present dayes which are ccHiupted sore ; 
But to the antique use ^ which was of yore. 
When good was'onely for itselfe desyred, 
And all men sought their owne, and none no more ; 
When Justice was not for most meed out-hyred, 
But simple Truth did rayne, and was of all admyred* 
IV. 
FcHT that which all men then did Vertue call. 
Is now cald Vice ; and that which Vice was hight,* 
Is now bight ^ Vertue, and so us'd of all : 
Right now ts Wrong, and Wrong that was is Right; 
As all things else in time are chaunged quight : 
Ne wonder ; for the heavens revolution 
Is wandred farre fiom where it first was pight,' 
And so doe make contr&iie constitution 
Of all this lower world toward his dissolution. 
V. 
For whoso list into the heavens looke, 

* Hm, than. ' Degendtredf degenerated. ' Use, habit, fashion. 
* Hight, called. * Pight, placed. 



V. 1. — For whoso list, dec.] In this and the lucceeding ttann, 
the efiecta of the precession of the equinoxes are correctly stated. 
The points where the ecliptic cuts the equator have a retrograde 
motion from east to west of about fifty seconds in a year. The 
equinoctial points were first fixed in the time of Hipparchns, since 
which time they have gone back nearly thirty degrees, which is the 
•pace occupied by each sign in the xodiao, so that the sun is now in the 
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And search the courses of the rowling spheaies. 
Shall find that fiom the pomt where they first tooka 
Their setting forth, in these few thousand yeares 
They all are wandred much ; that plaine appeares: 
For that same golden fleecy ram, which bore 
Phrixus and Helle fiom their stepdames feares, 
Hath now forgot where he was plast of yore, 

And shouldred hath the bull which fayre Europa bofe: 
VI. 
And eke the bull hath with his bow-bent home 
So hardly butted those two twinnes of love, 
That they have crusht the crab, and quite him home 
Into the great Nemsan lions grove. 
So now all range, and doe at randon rove 
Out of their proper places faire away, 
And all this world with them amisse doe move, 
And all his creatures finom their course astray ; 

Till they arrive at their last ruinous decay. 
Vll. 
Ne is that same great glorious lampe of light. 
That doth enlumine all these lesser fyres. 
In better case, ne keepes his course more right, 
But is miscaried with the other spheres : 
For since the terme of fourteen hundred y^pes, 
That learned Ptolomse his bight did take. 
He is declyned from that marke of theirs 
Nigh thirtie minutes to the southeme lake ; 

That makes me feare in time he will us quite forsake. 

constellation Aries at the period of the year when he was formerly in 
Taurus, in Taurus when he was formerly in Gemini, dx. 

VII. 6. — Learned Ptolonute.] Claudius PtolemiBUs, an astronomer 
and geographer in the reigns of Adrian and Antoninus. 

VII. 8. — Mgh thirtie mimUeSf &€.] This refers to the diminution 
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vm. 
And if to those JEgyptian wisanb old 
(Which in star-read ^ were woat have best inaig^t) 
Faith may be given, it is by them told 
That since the time they first tooke the sunnes bight, 
Feme times his place he shifted hath in sight. 
And twice hath risen where he now doth west, 
And wested twice where he ought rise aright. 
But most is Mars amisse of all the rest ; 

And next to him old Satume, that was wont be best. 
IX. 
FcHT during Satumes ancient raigne it's sayd 
That all the wodd with gpodnesse did abound ; 
All loved vertue, no man was affiayd 
Of force, ne fiaud m wight was to be Soond ; 
No warre was knowne, no dreadiiil tiompets sound ; 
Peace universal rayn'd nxmgst men and beasts : 
And all things fieely grew out of the giound : 
lustice sate high ador'd with solemne feasts, 

And to all people did divide her dred bdieasts : 

X. 

Most sacred Vertue she of all the rest, 

* Star-ready knowledge of the itan. 



of the obliquity of the ecliptic, by which the sun recedes from the pole, 
and appixwchei the equator. Spenaer does not atate the amount cor- 
rectly, however, and it is possible that " thirtie " may be a misprint for 
" thirteen/* which was very nearly the exact amount in his time. 

VIII. 5. — Foure times, dec.] Herodotus states that the priests of 
Egypt informed him that the sun had, during the space of eleven 
thousand three hundred and forty years, four times altered his regular 
course, having been twice observed to rise where he now sets, and to 
go down twice where he now rises. See the article Phaeton in An- 
thonys edition of Lempriere's Classical Dictionaiy. 
VOL. III. 19 



S18 THE rA£RlE I^UEENE. B. T. 

Resembling God in his imperiall mi^t ; 
Whose soveraine powie is herem most ezprest. 
That both to good and bad he dealeth light. 
And all his woikes with iusdce hath bedight.^ 
That powre he also doth to princes lend, 
And makes them like himselfe m glorious sig^t 
To sit m hb own seate, hb cause to end, 

And rule bis people right, as he doth recommend. 
XI. 
Dread soverayne goddesse, that doest highest sit 
In seate of iudgement m th' Almighties stead, 
And with magnificke might and wondnxis wit 
Doest to thy people righteous doome aread,^ 
That fiirthest natbns filles with awiiill dread. 
Pardon the boldnesse of thy basest thrall. 
That dare discourse of so divine a read,^ 
As thy great iustice praysed over all ; 

The instrument whoreof loe here thy Artegall. 

' Badilfl^, ■domed. * Jh^ad^ expound. ' JZosd, ■objeet 



XI. 1. — Drmd mtvertofM goddette^ &o.] Addrewcd to Qoan 
Eliiabeth. 
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CANTO I. 



Arteg^ treyn'd in Instice kxe 
Irenaes quest punewed; 

He doetb avenge on Sanglier 
His Ladies bloud embxewed. 



I. 
Though vertue then were held m highest price, 
In those old times of which I doe intreat/ 
Yet then likewise the wicked seede of vice 
JBegan to spring ; which shortly grew iiill great, 
And with their boughes the gentle plants did beat : 
But evennore some of the vertuous race 
Rose up, inspired with heroicke heat. 
That cropt the branches of the sient^ base, 

And with strong hand their fruitfiiU rancknes did de&ce. 
n. 
Such first was Bacchus, that with furious might 
All th' east before untam'd did over-ronne. 
And wrong repressed, and establisht right. 
Which lawlesse men had foraierly fordonne': 
There lustice first her princely rule begonne. 
Next Hercules his like ensample shewed. 
Who all the west with equall conquest wonne. 
And monstrous tyrants with his club subdewed ; 

The dub of lustice dread with kbgly powre endowed. 

> terMt, treat ' SSeitf, scion. ' Fardamu, rained. 
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III. 

And such was he of whom I have to tell. 
The Champbn of true lusdce, Aitegall : 
Whom (as ye lately mote remember well) 
An hard adventure, which did then befidl. 
Into redoubted perill forth did call; 
That was, to succour a distressed Dame 
Whom a strong Tyrant did uniusdy thrall. 
And from the heritage, which she did clame, 

Did with strong hand withhold ; Grantorto was his name. 
IV. 
Wherefore the Lady, which Irena bight,* 
Did to the Faerie Queene her way addresse, 
To whom complayning her afflicted plight, 
She her besought of gratious redresse : 
That soveraine queene, that migbde emperesse, 
Whose glorie is to aide all suppliants pore, 
And of weake princes to be patronesse. 
Chose Artegall to right her to restore ; 

For that to her he seem'd best sidld b righteous kxe. 
V. 
For Artegall in iustice was upbrought 

^ EBgki, WW railed. 



III. 2. — Jhiegall.^ In Axtegal, Spenser ii conjectoied to have 
drawn Arthur, Lord Grey of Wilton, who wu lord bentenant of 
Ireland, and to whom Spenser waa secretary. 

III. 9. — QrmUoTto.'\ This is compounded of two Italian wocds, and 
means grtat wrong. *< Though Grantorto may signify tyranny and 
injostice in general, he may signify sometimes the king of Spain." — 
Uftok. 

IV. 1. — IrenaJ] ^^ Irena, or Irene, is an anagram, or 
of the letten of J§rm»f the ancient name of Ireland." — Chvuch. 
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Even fixnn the cradle of his infaociey 

And all the depth of rightfiill doome was tau^t 

By faire Astraea) with great Industrie, 

Whilest here on earth she lived mortallie : 

For, till the world from his perfection fell 

Into all filth and ibule iniquitie, 

Astrsa here mongst earthly men did dwell, 

And in the rules of iustice them instructed well. 
VI. 
Whiles through the world she walked in this sort, 
Upon a day she found this gentle childe 
Amongst his peres playing his childish sport ; 
Whom seeing fit, and with no crime d^de. 
She did allure with gifts and speaches milde 
To wend ^ with her : so thence him fane she brought 
Into a cave from companie exilde. 
In which she noursled ^ him, till yeares he raught ' ; 

And all the discipline of iustice there him taught. 

vn. 

There she him taught to weigh both right and wrong 
In equall ballance with due recompence, 
And equitie to measure out along 
According to the line of conscience, 
Whenso it needs with rigour to dispence : 
Of all the which, for want there of mankind. 
She caused him to make experience 
Upon wyld beasts, which she m woods did find, 
l^th wrongilill powre oppressing others of their kind. 

> Wend, go. ' Jfourded, nuned, reared. > RoMghtf reached. 



VI. 7. — hUo a cave, &c.] "The allegory meaiu that meditation 
and philoaophy are requisite for a lawgiver." — Uptoh. 

19* 
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VIII. 

Tbm she Imn trajrnedy and thus she him taia^ 
In all the sidll of deeming ^ wrong and right, 
Untill the ripenesse of mans yeaies he raught ; 
That even wilde beasts did feare his awfiill sight. 
And men admyr'd his oveiHruling might ; 
Ne any liv'd on ground that durst withstand 
His dreadfiill heast,^ much lesse him match in Qg^ 
Or bide the horror of his wreakfiill ^ hand, 

Whenso he list m wrath lift up his steely brand : 

IX. 
Which steely brand, to make him dreaded moiB, 
She gave unto him, gotten by her slight 
And earnest search, where it was kept in store 
In loves etemall house, unwist^ of wight, 
Since he hiroselfe it us'd m that great fight 
Against the Titans, that whylome^ rebelled 
Grainst highest heaven ; Chrysaor it was bight ' ; 
Chrysaor, that all other swords excelled, [qudled: 

Well prov'd in that same day when love tboBS gyants 

X. 
For of most perfect metall it was made, 
Tempred with adamant amongst the same, 
And gamisht all with gold upon the blade 
In goodly wise, whereof it tooke his name, 
And was of no lesse vertue then ^ of &me : 

' Deeming, jadging. * WhyUnme, fomoAj. 

* Heast, hett, injunction. ' Hight, called. 

* WreakfuU, Kweng}ng. ^ Tkaifihnn. 

* Umoiti, unknown. 



IX. 7. — Cftryaoor.] This ia oomponnded of two Greek woida, i 
mtBDM golden sieord. 
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For there no substance was so finne and bard, 
But it would pierce or cleave whereso it came ; 
Ne any armour could his dint out-ward ; 

But wheresoever it did light, it throughly ^ shard." 

XL 
Now when the world with ^inne gan to abound, 
Astraea loathing lenger ^ here to space ^ 
Mongst wicked men, m whom no truth she ibund, 
Retum'd to heaven, whence she deriv'd her race ; 
Where she bath now an everlasting place 
Mongst those twelve signes, which nightly we do see 
The heavens bright-shining baudricke^ to encbace^; 
And is the Virgin, sixt in her degree. 

And next herselfe her righteous ballance hangmg bee. 

XII. 
But when she parted hence she left her gioome,^ 
An Tron Man, which did on her attend 
Alwajrs to execute her stedfast doome. 
And willed him with Artegall to w^id,^ 
And doe whatever thing he did mtend : 
His name was Talus, made of yron mould, 
Immoveable, resisdesse, without end ; 
Who m hb hand an jrron flale did hould. 

With which he thresht out ialshood, and did truth unfixild. 

XIII. 
He now went with him in this new inquest, 
Him for to ude, if aide he chaunst to neede, 

> TTiroughly, thoroughly, completely. * Shardf ■heared, cut. 

' Lenger, longer. * Space^ roam. * BoMdridu^ belt. 

' Enekacty adorn. ' Qroonu, serrant, attendant. ' fVend, go. 



XL S,-^ Sixt m her degree.] The year formerly began with the 
month of March ; hence August, in which the sun enters the constel- 
lation Virgo, was the sixth month. 
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Against that cniell Tyrant, which opprest 

The faire Irena with his fiiule misdeede, 

And kept the ciowne m which she should succeed : 

And now together on their way they hin/ 

Whenas they saw a Squire in squallid weed^ 

Lamenting sore his sonowfiill sad tyne^ 

With many bitter teaies shed fiom his blubbred eyne. 
XIV. 
To whom as they approched, they espide 
A sorie sight as ever seene with eye, 
An headlesse Ladie lying him beside 
In her owne blood all wallow'd wofiilly, 
That her gay clothes did in discolour die. 
Much was he moved at that ruefull sight ; 
And flam'd ^ with zeale of vengeance inwardly 
He askt who had that Dame so fixily dight,' 

Or whether his owne hand, or whether other wig^t ? 
XV. 
** Ah ! woe is me, and well away," quoth bee, 
Bursting forth teares like springs out of a banke, 
'^ That ever I this dismall day did see ! 
Full &rre was I from thinking such a pranke'; 
Yet lide losse it were, and mickle'^ thanke. 
If I should graunt that I have doen the same, 
That I mote drinke the cup whereof she dranke ; 
But that I should die guiltie of the blame, 

The which another did who now is fled with shame." 
XVI. 
" Who was it then," sayd Artegall, " that wrought? 
And why ? doe it declare unto me trew." 

' fim,been,aie. * Weedy dxen. * T^ne, aoirow, lo«. 

« Flam'd, being inflamed. * Dight^ treated. 

' Prankey miachieTooa or malicioiu act "* JMidUe, mach* 
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" A Knight," said he, " if Knight he may be thought, 

That did his hand in Ladies bloud embreWy 

And for no cause, but as I shall you shew. 

This day as I m solace sate hereby 

With a iayre Love whose losse I now do rew,^ 

There came this Knight, having in companie 

This lucklesse Ladie which now here doth headlesse lie. 
xvn. 
'^ He, whether mine seem'd fayrer b his eye. 
Or that he wexed weary of his owne. 
Would change with me ; but I did it denye. 
So did the Ladies both, as may be knowne : 
But he, whose spirit was with pride upblowne, 
Would not so rest contented with his right ; 
But, having from his courser her downe throwne. 
Fro me reft mine away by lawlesse might, 

And on his steed her set to beare her out of sight 
XVIII. 
" Which when his Ladie saw, she Mow'd fast. 
And on him catchmg hold gan loud to crie 
Not so to leave her nor away to cast, 
But rather of his hand besought to die : 
With that his sword he drew all wrathfiilly, 
And at one stroke cropt off her head with scome. 
In that same place whereas it now doth lie. 
So he my Love away with him hath home. 

And left me here both his and mine owne Love to mornet" 

XIX. 
" Aread,^ " sayd he ; " which way then did he make ? 
And by what markes may he be knowne againe ? " 
" To hope," quotli he, " him soone to overtake. 
That hence so long departed, is but vaine : 

^ ReWf lament. * Areadj explain. 
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But yet he pricked over yonder plame, 

And as I mariced hoire upon his shield. 

By which it's ea^e him to know againe, 

A broken sword withm a bloodie field ; 
Ezpressmg well his nature which the same did wield." 

XX. 

No sooner sayd, but strdght he aft^ sent 

His jrron Page, who him pursew'd so light. 

As that it seem'd above the ground he went : 

For he was swift as swallow in her flight, 

And strong as lyon m his lordly might. 

It was not long before he overtooke 

Sir Sanglier, (so cleeped ^ was that Knight,) 

Whom at the first he ghessed by his looke, 
And by the other markes which of his shield he tooke. 

XXI. 

He bad him stay and backe with him retire ; 

Who, full of scome to be commaunded so, 

The Lady to alight did eft^ require, 

Whilest he reformed that uncivill fo ; 

And streight at him with all his force did go : 

Who mov'd no more therewith, then ^ when a rocke 

Is lightly stricken with some stones throw ; 

But to him leaping lent him such a knocke. 
That on the ground he layd him like a sencelesse blocke. 

XXII. 

But, ere he could himselfe recure ^ agame. 

Him in his iron paw he seized had ; 

That when he wak't out of his warelesse pame, 

> CUeped, ctXied. ' T^en.than. 

• Eft^ quickly. * Reeurtj recover. 



XXII. 3. — Wardesse paine.} The pain for which he was not pre- 
pared. 
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He found himself unwist ^ so ill bestad,' 
That lim he could not wag^ : thence he lum lad,^ 
Bound like a beast appointed to the stall : 
The »ght whereof the Lady sore adrad,^ 
And fain'd to fly for feare of bemg thrall ; 

But he her quickly stayd, and forst to wend ^ withall. 
XXIII. 
When to the place they came where Artegall 
By that same carefuU Squire did then abide, 
He gently gan him to demaund of all 
That did betwixt him and that Squire betide : 
Who with Sterne countenance and mdignant piide 
Did aunswere, that of all he guiltlesse stood, 
And his accuser thereuppon defide ; 
For nether he did shed that Liadies bloud, 

Nor tooke away his Love, but his owne proper good J 
XXIV. 
Well did the Squire perceive himselfe too weake 
To aunswere his defiaunce in the field, 
And rather chose his challenge off to breake 
Then ^ to approve his right with speare and shield. 
And rather guilty chose himselfe to yield. 
But Artegall by signes perceiving plaine 
That he it was not which that Lady kild, 
But that strange Knight, the fairer Love to game, 

Did cast about by sleight the truth thereout to strame; 
XXV. 
And sayd ; ^' Now sure this doubtfull causes right 
Can hardly but by sacrament be tride, 

> UnwUt, unknowing. * Adrad^ dreaded. 

* Beatad, beitead, lituated. ' Wtnd^ go. 

' Wag, move. ^ Goody property. 

* Lad, led. * Then, than. 



XXV. 2. — By tacrament he tride.} The sacrament was an oath of 
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Or else by ordde, or by blooddy fight ; 
That ill peifaaps mote M to eithor side. 
But if ye please that I your cause decide^ 
Perhaps I may all fiirther quairell end. 
So ye will sweare my iudgement to abide." 
Thereto they both did fianckly condiscend. 

And to his doome with listfiill eares did both attend. 
XXVI. 
" Sith * then," sayd he, " ye both the dead deny. 
And both the living I^ady clairoe your right. 
Let both the dead and living equally 
Divided be betwixt you here in sight, 
And each of either take his share aright. 
Rut looke, who does dissent fiom this my read,^ 
He for a twelve moneths day shall in despight 
Beare for his penaunce that same Ladies head ; 

To witnesse to the world that she by him is dead." 
XXVII. 
Well pleased with that doome was Sangliere, 
And offied streight the Lady to be slame : 
But that same Squire to whom she was more dere, 
Whenas he saw she should be cut in twaine. 
Did yield she rather should with him remaine 
Alive then ^ to himselfe be shared dead ; 
And rather then ^ his Love should suffer paine, 
He chose with shame to beare that Ladies head : 

True love despiseth shame when life b cald in dread. 

' SUh^ lince. * Ready decision. ' Tkenj than. 



pnr^tioii taken by an accused party, from the Latin 

The trial by ordeal, mentioned in the next line, is too well known to 

require explanation. 

XXVII. 1.^ fVeU pleased with thai doome.] The reader will per- 
eeire that this is a repetition of the judgment of Solomon in a nmilar 
controTersy. See 1 Kuros, iii. 16. 
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XXVIII. 

Whom when so willing ArtegaU peiceaved ; 

'* Not 90, thou Squire," he sayd, ^* but thine I deeme 

The living Lady, which fiom thee he reaved ^ : 

For worthy thou of her doest righdy seeme. 

And you, Sir Knight, that love so light esteeme, 

As that ye would for litde leave the same. 

Take here your owne that doth you best beseeme, 

And with it beare the burden of defeme' ; 

Tour owne dead Ladies head, to tell abrode your shame.'' 
XXIX. 
But Sanglieie disdained much his dooms, 
And sternly gan repine at his beheast ' ; 
Ne would for ought obay, as did become, 
To beare that Ladies head before his breast: 
Untill that Talus had his pride represt, 
And foit^ed him, maulgrfe,^ it up to reare. 
Who when he saw it bootelesse to resist, 
He tooke it up, and thence with him did betre ; 

As rated spaniell takes his burden up for feare. 
XXX. 
Much did that Squire Sir Artegall adore 
For his great iustice held in high regard ; 
And as his Squire him offied evermore 
To serve, for want of other me^e reward. 
And wend ^ with him oo his adventure hard : 
But he thereto would by no meanes consent ; 
But leaving him forth on his iouroey fitr'd : 
Ne wight with him but onely Talus went ; 

They two enough t' encounter an whole regiment. 

> Reavedf took. ' Drfrnme^ disgrace. ' Btkmtt, behest, injunction. 
* Mmdgri, whether he would or not * Wmd, go. 
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CANTO II. 

Artegall heares of Florimell ; 

Does with the Pagan figrht: 
Him alaies ; diownea Lady Mimeia ; 

Does race her Castle qoight 

I. 
Nought is more honourable to a Knight, 
Ne better doth beseeme brave Chevalry, 
Then ^ to defend the feeble m their right. 
And wrong redresse m such as wend ^ awry : 
Whilome ^ those great heroes got thereby 
Thdr greatest glory for their rightful! deedes. 
And place deserved with the gods on by : 
Herem the noblesse of thb Knight exceedes, 

Who now to perib great for iustice sake proceedes : 
II. 
To which as he now was uppon the way. 
He chaunst to meet a Dwarfe in hasty course ; 
Whom he requir'd his forward hast to stay, 
Till he of tidinp mote with him discourse. 
Loth was the Dwarfe, yet did he stay perfiuse. 
And gan of sundry newes his store to tell, 
As to his memory they had recourse ^ ; 
But chiefly of the fairest Florimell, 

How she was found againe, and spousde to Marinell. 

^ Then^ihMn. * IT&tZome, formerly. 

' fFendy go. * Had reetmrMf did recur. 
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III. 

For this was Dony, Flanniells owoe Dwarfe, 
Whom having lost (as ye have heard whyleaie ^) 
And finding m the way the scattred scarfe. 
The fortune of her life long time did feare : 
But of her health when Artegall did heare, 
And safe retume, he was fiill inly glad. 
And askt him where and when her hridale cheaie 
Should be sol&nniz*d ; for, if time he had, 

He would be there, and honor to her spousall ad. 

IV. 
'^ Withm three daies," quoth he, '^ as I do heare, 
It will be at the Castle of the strond ; 
What time, if naught me let,' I will be there 
To do her service so as I am bond. 
But m my way a litde here beyond 
A cursed crueil Sarazin doth wonne,' 
That keepes a bridges passage by strong hood, 
And many errant Knights hath there ibrdonne ^ ; 

That makes all men for feare that passage for to shonne." 

V. 
'' What mister wight,^ " quoth he, <^ and how fiur hence 
Is he, that doth to Uravellers such harmes ? " 
" He is," said he, ^* a man of great defence ; 

' WkyUare^ a while before. ^ FordonnB, utterly undone or defeated. 
' Let, hinder. * Mister wighz^ kind of person. 

* IFoiiiie, dwell. 



m. S2. ^ Whom having lost, &c.] That is, Florimel having loaL 
See book III. canto V. stanza III. . 

III. 3. ^ Finduig.'\ That is, the dwarf. 

III. ^. — SeaUrtd searfe.'\ Scarf dropped in her flight We haTe 
never before heard of the scarf of Florimel, unless it be the girdle 
which has been so often mentioned. 
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Expert in battell and in deedes of armes ; 

And more emboldned by the wicked cfaatmes, 

With which his Daughter doth him still support ; 

Having great lordships got and goodly faimes 

Through strong oppression of his powre extort^; 
By which he stil them holds, and keepes with strong efiiit 

VI. 

^^ And dayly he his wrongs encieaselh mote ; 

For never wight he lets to passe that way. 
Over his bridge, albee he rich or pocxe. 
But he him makes his passage-penny pay : 
Else he doth hold him backe or beat away. 
Thereto ' he hath a Groome of eviU guize, 
Whose scalp is bare, that bondage doth bewray, 
Which pols and pils the poore in piteous wize ; 
But he himselfe upon the rich doth tyrannize. 

VII. 
" His name is hight^ Pollente, rightly so, 
For that he is so puissant and strong. 
That with his powre he all doth over-go,* 
And makes them subiect to his mighty wrong ; 
And some by sleight he eke doth underfong: 



> Extort, extorted. ' Hightf called. 

* Thereto, beiidea. * Over-go, overpower. 



VI. Z.^ Albee he.] Whether he be. 

VI. 8.^ Pols and pile.] These words mean to rob, to pUmder, to 
take from by violence. — PW. is from the French fUUr. Poll, in iti 
primitive sense, means to cnt off the hair, or lop the tops of trees; and 
hence it is used in the sense of plundering or taking away. 

VII. l.^PoUenU.] This is a word derived from the Latin poOeo, 
si^ifying potoerful, strong. 

VII. 5. — Underfong.] This is a Saxon word, meaning to take, to 
undertake. Its meaning here appears to be to dreumvent, to intrap. 
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For on a bridge he custometh to fight, 

Which IS but nairow, but exceeding long ; 

And in the same are many trap-fids pight,^ 
Through which the ryder downe doth fall through oveisight 

VIII. 

*^ And underneath the same a river flowes, 

That is both swift and dangerous deepe withall ; 

Into the which whomao he overthrowes. 

All destitute of helpe doth headlong fall ; 

But he himselfe through practise usuall 

Leapes forth into the floud, and there assaies' 

His foe confused through his sodaine fall, 

That horse and man he equally dismaies,^ 
And either both them drownes, or trayterously slaies. 

IX. 

'' Then doth he take the spoile of them at will, 

And to his Daughter brings, that dwells thereby: 

Who all that comes doth take, and therewith fill 

The coffers of her wicked threasury ; 

Which she with wrongs hath heaped up so hy 

That many princes she in wealth exceedes, 

And purchast all the countrey lying ny 

With the revenue of her plenteous meedes : 
Her name is Munera, agreeing with her deedes. 

X. 

^' Thereto^ she is fiill faire, and rich atdred, 

With golden hands and silver feete beside, 

That many lords have her to wife desired ; 

But she them all despiseth for great pride." 

^ Pightf placed. ' DisnuUts, inbduet. 

* JisBttUs, aasuli. * Thereto, besides. 



DC. 9. — JUuncra.] This is a Latin word, meMiing g^. 

20* 
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** Now by my life," sayd he, '< and God to goidei 
None other way will I this day betake. 
But by that bridge whereas be doth aUde : 
Therefore me thither lead." No more he spake, 

But thitherward fcrthiight his ready way did make. 

XL 
Unto the place he came withm a while 
Where on the bridge he ready armed saw 
The Sarazb, awaytmg for some spoile: 
Who as they to the passage gan to draw, 
A Villaine to them came with scull all raw. 
That passage-money did of them require, 
According to the custome of their law : 
To whom he aunswerd wroth, ^'Loe there thy hire ; " 

And with that word him strooke, that strei^t he did expire. 

XII. 
Which when the Pagan saw he wexed wroth. 
And streight himselfe unto the fight addrest ; 
Ne was Sir Artegall behinde : so both 
Together ran with ready speares in rest. 
Right in the midst, whereas they brest to brest 
Should meete, a trap was letten downe to &11 
Into the floud : streight leapt the Carie unblest,^ 
Well weenmg that his foe was ialne withall: 

But he was well aware, and leapt before his fall. 

XIII. 
There bemg both together in the floud, 

^ UMettj unharmed. 



XI. 4.— IF%o.] Chuich luggeeta a ■abatitation of ffto, than, for 
who. 

XI. b.-^WUh Mctdl aU row.] That ia, without any hair upon it; 
** whoae acalp waa bare/' aa in the aizth atanza. 
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They each at otber tyiaimously flew; 

Ne ought the water cooled their whot^ Uood, 

But rather m them kindled chder new: 

But there the Paynim, who that use well knew 

To fig^t m water, great advantage had, 

That oftentimes him nigh he overthrew : 

And eke the courser whereuppon he rad' 
Could swim like to a fish whiles he his backe bestnuL 

XIV. 

Which oddes whenas Sir Artegall espide, 

He saw no way but close with him in hast ; 

And to him driving strongly downe the tide 

UppcHi his iron coller griped fast, 

That with the straint ^ his weasand nigh he brast^ 

There they together strove and struggled long, 

Either the other fitxn hb steed to cast ; 

Ne ever Artegall his griple ^ strong 
For any thinge wold slacke, but still upon him hong. 

XV. 

As when a dolphin and a sele are met 

In the wide champian^ of the ocean plame. 

With cruell chaufe'^ their courages they whet. 

The maysterdcMne of each by force to gaine, 

And dreadfuU battaile twixt them do danaine ^ ; 

They snuf, they snort, they bounce, they rage, they rare. 

That all the sea, disturbed with their trame, 

Whotf hoi. * GripUjgn^, 

■ Radj rode. * Champianj champaicp, plmin. 

* Sindnt, stnin, Tiolent graap. ^ Chmfe^ chafe, iiritation. 

* Bratt, bnpft • Darrauu, prepare. 



XV. 7. — Their trmme.] Traine here means the lines of foam caosed 
by the swift motion of a body throogh the sea. — TVom literally means 
•omething drawn. 
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Doth frie with feme above the singes bore: 
Such was betwixt these two the HouUesooie upme. 
XVI. 
So Anegall at length him finst forsake 
His horses backe for dread of bemg drowndy 
And to his handy swimming him betake. 
Eitsoones ^ himselfe he fiom his hold unbownd. 
And then no ods at all in him he fownd ; 
For Artegall in swimming skilfoU was, 
And durst the depth of any water sownd. 
So ought each Knight, that use of periil has, 
In swimming be expert, through wateis force to pas. 
xvn. 
Then veiy doubtfoll was the waires event, 
Uncertaine whether' had the better side: 
For both were skild b that experiment, 
And both in annes weU traind and throu^j' tiide. 
But Artegall was better breadi'd beside, 
And towards th' end grew greater in his might. 
That his faint foe no longer could abide 
His puissance, ne beare himselfe upright ; 
But fiom the water to the land betooke his flight. 
XVIII. 
But Artegall pursewd him still so neare 
With bright Chrysaor in his cruell hand, 
That, as his head he gan a little reaie 
Above the brincke to tread upon the land. 
He smote it off, that tumbling on the strand 
It bit the earth for very fell despight, 
And gnashed with his teeth, as if he band^ 

> £fboonet, immedimlelj. * TVmi^Uy, tlioroiiglily. 

■ Whether, which of the two. * Bmd^ coned* 



XVII. 3. — ill that ea^pertmeitf.] In ■wimmiiig. 
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High Grod, whose goodnesse he despaired quigbt. 
Or curst the hand which did that vengeance on him digbt.^ 

XIX. 
His corps was carried downe along the lee,^ 
Whose waters with his filthy bloud it stayned : 
But his blasphemous head, that all might see. 
He pitcht upon a pole on high ordayned ; 
Where many years it afterwards remayned, 
To be a mirrcxir to all mighty men, 
In whose right hands great power is contayned. 
That none of them the feeble over-ren,' 
But alwaies doe their powre within iust compaase pen.^ 

XX. 
That done» unto the Castle he did wend,^ 
In which the Paynims Daughter did abide, 
Guarded of many which did her defend : 
Of whom he entrance sought, but was denide, 
And with reprochiiill blasphemy defide, 
Beaten with stones downe bom the battilmeot, 
That he was forced to withdraw aside ; 
And bad his servant Talus to mvent^ 
Which way he enter might without endangemient 

XXI. 
Eftsoones^ his Page drew to the Casde gate. 
And with his iron flale at it let flie, 
That all the warders it did sore amate,^ 
The which ere-while spake so reprochfully, 
And made them stoupe, that locked earst' so hie. 

' Dightf bring, inflict. * Invent^ find oat. 

* Lee, itream. ' EJUoones, immediately. 

* Orer^cn, oTerron, oppreM. ' AmaUy terrify. 
« Pen, reitnin. * Eairtt^ before. 
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Yet sdll he bet and bounst uppon the darey 
And thundred strokes thereon so hideouslie. 
That all the peece^ he shaked fiom the florey 

And filled all the house with fear and great upnue. 

XXII. 
With noise whereof the Lady forth appeared 
Upppn the Castle wall ; and, when she saw 
The daungerous state in which she stood, she feaied 
The sad effect of her neare overthrow ; 
And gan intreat that Iron Man below 
To cease his outrage, and him faire besought ; 
Sith ' neither force of stones which they did throw. 
Nor powr of charms, which she agamst him wrought, 

Might otherwise prevaile, or make him cease for ought. 
XXIII. 
But, whenas yet she saw him to proceede 
Unmov'd with praiers or with piteous thought, 
She ment ^ him to corrupt with goodly meede ; 
And causde great sackes with endlesse riches fraught 
Unto the battilment to be upbrought. 
And powred forth over the Castle wall. 
That she might win some dme, though dearly bought, 
Whilest he to gathering of the gold did &11 ; 

But he was nothing mov'd nor tempted therewithal! : 
XXIV. 
But still continu'd his assault the more, 
And layd on load with his huge yron fiaile. 
That at the length he has yrent * the dore. 
And made way for his Maister to assaile : 

> Peece, castle. ' Menty was disposed. 

' SUk, since. * Yrent, rent, broken. 



XXIV . S. — Layd on load.'] Laid on a load or weight of Mows. 
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Who bdng entred, nought did then availe 
For wight agamst his powre themselves to reaie: 
Each one did flie ; their hearts began to Me ; 
And hid themselyes m comers here and there ; 

And eke their Dame halfe dead did hide herself (or feaie. 
XXV. 
Long they her sought, yet no where could they finde her, 
That sure they ween'd she was escapt away : 
But Talus, that could like a lime-hound ^ winde her. 
And all things secrete wisely could bewray. 
At length fimnd out whereas she hidden lay 
Undar an heape of gold : thence he her drew 
By the &ire lockes, and fowly did array 
Withouten pitty of her goodly hew, 

That Artegall himselfe her seemelesse' plight did rew.' 
XXVI. 
Yet for no pitty would he change the couise 
Of iustice, which b Talus hand did lye ; 
Who rudely hayld * her forth without remorse. 
Still holdmg up her suppliant hands on hye. 
And kneeling at his feete submisrively : 
But he her suppliant hands, those hands of gold, 
And eke her feete, those feete of silver tiye,^ 
Which sought unrighteousnesse, and iustice sold, 

Chopt off, and nayld on high, that all might them behold. 
XXVII. 
Heiselfe then tooke he by the sclender wast 
In vaine loud crying, and into the flood 
Over the Casde wall adowne her cast. 
And there her drowned in the dirty mud : 

> Lmm-AohhJ, (UmUTf Fr.,) a blood-homid. ' SeemtUsMf unieemljr. 
* JImp, pity. ^ Hdyld, dragged. * Silver frys, silver tried or purified. 
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But the streame waabt away her guilty blood. 

Thereafter all that mucky ^ pelfe he tooke. 

The spoile of peoples evil gotten good, 

The which her sire had scrap*t by hooke and crooke^ 

Aad bumiog all to ashes powr'd it down the brooke. 
XXVIIl. 
And lastly all that Castle quite he raced,' 
Even fiom the sole of his foundaticHi, 
And all the hewen stones thereof defaced. 
That there nx>te be no hope of reparatbn, 
Nor memory thereof to any nation* 
All which when Talus throughly had perftuimed. 
Sir Artegall undid the evil fashion, 
And wicked customes of that bridge refiiuimed : 

Which done, unto his fonaei iouniey he retoumed. 
XXIX. 
In which they measur'd mickle' weary way, 
Till that at length nigh to the sea they drew ; 
By which as they did travell on a day. 
They saw before them, far as they could yew, 
Full many people gathered in a crew ; 
Whose great assembly they did much admire^ ; 
For never there the like resort they knew. 
So towardes them they coasted,^ to enquire 

What thmg so many natbns met did there deare. 



> MMeky, poUatin^. * Raced^ nxed. * MieiUe^ nraeh. 
* Admirej wonder at. * CotuUd^ drew near. 



XXVn. 5. — Guilty hlood.^ Sir James Mackintosh remarks upon 
thia place, — <'The just execution of a beautiful woman, Munera, bj 
Sir Artegal, was certainly intended to reconcile the mind to the 
execution [of Queen Mary] at Fotheringay." See his life, &o. 
Tol. II. p. 242, 
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XXX. 

There th^ beheld a migh^ Gjant stand 
Upon a focke, and holding fixth on hie 
An huge great paire of ballance in his hand, 
With which he boasted m his surquediie^ 
That all the worid he would weigh equallie, 
If ought he had the same to counterpoys : 
For want whereof he weighed vanity, 
And 61d his ballaunce fiill of idle toys : 
Yet was admired much of fixdes, women, and bojn. 

XXXI. 

« 

He sayd dmt he would all the earth uptake 
And all the sea, divided each from either: 
So would he of the 6re one ballaunce make, 
And one of th' ayre, without or wind or wether t 
Then would he ballaunce heaven and hell together. 
And all that did within them all containe ; 
Of all whose weight he would not nusse a fether: 
And looke what surplus did of each remaine, 

He would to his owne pait restore the same againe. 
XXXII. 
For why, he sayd, they all unequaU were, 
And had encroached upon otheis Awee ; 
Like as the sea (which plaine he Viewed there) 
Had wome the earth ; so did the fire the aire ; 
So all the rest did others parts eropaire : 
And so were realmes and nations mn awiy. 
All which he undertooke for to repaire. 
In sort as they were formed aunciently ; 

And all things would reduce unto equality. 

> StarqmedrU^ inioleiice, piesomption. 
VOL. III. 21 



942 THE FAERIS qjJEENE. B. T. 

xxxni. 
Tbeielbre the vulgar did about him flocke, 
And cluster thicke unto his leasings ^ vaine; 
Like ibolbh flies about an b<»ay-crocke ; 
In hope by him great benefite to gaine. 
And uncontrolled ireedome to obtaine. 
All which when Artegall did see and beare. 
How he misled the simple peoples trabe,' 
In sddgnfull ^ wize he drew unto him neare. 

And thus unto him spake, without regard or feare ; 
XXXIV. 
*^ Thou, that presum'st to weigh the worid anew. 
And all tilings to an equall to restore. 
Instead of right me seemes great wrong dost shew, 
And far above thy forces pitch to sore: 
For, ere thou limit what is lesse or more 
In every thing, thou oughtest first to know 
What was the poyse * of every part of yore : 
And looke then, how much it doth overflow 

Or iaile thereof, so much is more then ^ iust to trow.^ 
XXXV. 
'- For at the first they all created were 
In goodly measure by their Makers might ; 
And weighed out in ballaunces so nere, 
That not a dram was missing of their right : 
The earth was m the middle centre pight,^ 

> Leasings, falsehoods. * 7%eii, than. 

■ Traine, assembly. • To trote, to wit 

* SdtignJvU, disdainful. i Pight, placed. 

* Poyse, weight, proportion. 



XXXIII. 3. — Hony'^oekeJ] A vessel of honej. Crock is ftom th* 
Saxon croeea^ a pot, or pitcher. 
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In which it doth inunoveable abide, 
Hemd m with waters like a wall in sight, 
And they with aire, that not a drop can slide: 

Al which the heavens containe, and b their courses guide 
XXXVI. 
" Such heavenly iustice doth among them raine. 
That every one doe know their certaine bound ; 
In which they doe these many yeares remaine, 
And mongst them al no change hath yet beene found : 
But if thou now shouldst weigh them new in pound,^ 
We are not sure they would so long remaine : 
All change is perillous, and all chaunce unsound. 
Therefore leave off to weigh them all againe, 

Till we may be assur'd they shall their course retaine." 
XXXVII. 
'< Thou foolishe elfe," said then the Gyant wroth, 
" Seest not how badly all things present bee, 
And each estate quite out of order gotb ^ ? 
The sea itselfe doest thou not plainely see 
Encroch uppon the land there under thee ? 
And th' earth itselfe how daily its increast 
By all that dying to it turned be ? 
Were it not good that wrong were then surceast,' 

And fiom the most that some were given to the least ? 
XXXVIII. 
** Therefore I will throw downe these mountains hie, 
And make them levell with the lowly plaine, 
These towring rocks, which reach unto the skie, 
I will thrust downe into the deepest maine, 
And, as they were, them equalize againe. 

' /few tn pound, newly in the balance. ' Ootkf goeth. 
' Sureeastf utterly ceaaed. 
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TyiantSy that make men suUect to their kv» 

I will supprase, that they no more may rame ; 

And lordings cuibe that commons ovep-aw ; 
Amd all the wealth of lich men to the poore will dmw." 
XXXIX. 

" Of tiungs unseene how canst thou deeme aiight/* 

Then answered the righteous Aitegall, 

" Sith ^ thou misdeem'st so much of things in sight ? 

What though the sea with waves oontinuall 

Doe eale the earth, it is no more at all ; 

Ne is the eaith the lesse, or loseth oug^t: 

For wfaatsocTer iiom one place doth fall 

Is with the tide unto another brought : 
For there is nothing lost, that may be fixmd if aougnt. 
XL. 

^* Likewise the earth is not augmented mors 

By all that dying into it doe fade ; 

For of the earth they fonned were of yore : 

However gay their hlossome or their blade 

Doe flourish now, they bto dust shall vade.' 

What wrong then is it if that when they die 

They tume to that whereof they first were made ? 

All in the powre of tb&r great Maker lie': 
All creatures must obey the voice of the Most Hie. 
XLI. 

" They live, they die, like as He doth ordame, 

Ne ever any asketh reason why. 

The hib doe not the lowly dales disdaine ; 

The dales doe not the lofty hils envy. 

He maketh kings to sit in soverainty ; 

He maketh subiects to their powre obey ; 

> SUkf linoe. * Vade, (vado^ Latm,) go. 
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He pulleth downe, He setteth up on hy ; 
He gives to this, iGnoni that He takes away : 

For all we have is His : what He list doe^ He may. 

XLII. 
** Whatever thing is done, by Him b donney 
Ne any may His mighty will withstand ; 
Ne any may His soveraine power shonne, 
Ne loose that He hath bound with sted&st band : 
In vaine therefi)iie doest thou now take b hand 
To call to count, or weigh His woikes anew. 
Whose counsds depth thou canst not understand ; 
Sitb ^ of things subiect to thy daily vew 

Thou doest not know tlie causes nor their courses dew. 
XLIII. 
'* For take thy ballaunce, if thou be so wise. 
And weigh the winde that under heaven doth blow ; 
Or weigh the light that in the east doth rise ; 
Or weigh the thought that fiom mans mmd doth flow : 
But if the weight of these thou canst not show, 
Weigh but one word which fiom thy lips doth fidl: 
For how canst thou those greater secrets know, 
That doest not know the least thmg of them all ? 

ni can he rule the great that cannot reach the small." 
XLIV. 
Therewith the Gyant much abashed sayd 
That he of little things made reckoning lifdit ; 
Yet the least word that ever could be layd 
Within his ballaunce he could way aright: 
*' Which is," sayd he, " more heavy then in weight, 
The right or wrong, the false or else the trew ? '* 
He answered that he would tiy it streight : 

* 5itA,nnoe. 

21 • 
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So he the words bto hb ballaunce threw ; 

But streight the winged words out of his ballaunce flew. 

XLV. 
Wroth wezt he then, and sajd that words were light, 
Ne would within his ballaunce well abide : 
But he could iusdy weigh the wrong or right 
« Well then," sayd Artegall, " let it be tride : 
First in one ballance set the true aside." 
He did so first, and then the false he layd 
In th' other scale ; but still it downe did slide. 
And by no roeane could in the weight be stayd : 

For by no meanes the false will with the truth be wayd. 
XLVI. 
" Now take the right likewise," sayd Artegale, 
" And counterpeise the same with so much wrong." 
So first the right be put into one scale ; 
And then the Gyant strove with puissance strcNig 
To fill the other scale with so much wrong : 
But all the wrongs that he therein could lay 
Might not it peise^ ; yet did he labor long, 
And swat, and chauf 'd, and proved ^ every way : 

Yet all the wrongs could not a litle right downe way. 
XLVII. 
Which when he saw, he greatly grew in rage. 
And almost would his balances have broken : 
But Artegall him fairely gan asswage, 
And said, " Be not upon thy balance wroken ; 
For they do nought but right or wrong betoken ; 
But in the mind the doome ^ of right must bee : 

' Peisef poiK. ' Proved, tried. * Doome, judgment. 



XLVII. 4. — Be Ttot upon thy balanu toroken.'] Wreak not Uij 
wxmth apon thy balance. 
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And so likewise of words, the which be spoken. 
The eare must be the ballance, to decree 

And ludge, whether with truth or falshood they agree. 
XLVIII. 
" But set the truth and set the right aside, 
For they with wrong or falshood will not &re, 
And put two wrongs togetlier to be tride, 
Or else two ialses,^ of each equal share, 
And then together doe them both compare : 
For truth is one, and right is ever one." 
So did he ; and then plaine it did appeare, 
Whether of them the greater were attone': 

But right sat in the raiddest of the beame alone. 
XLIX. 
But he the right (rom thence did thrust away ; 
For it was not the right which he did seeke : 
But rather strove extremities to way, 
Th' one to diminish, th' other for to eeke': 
For of the meane he greatly did misleeke. 
Whom when so lewdly minded ^ Talus found, 
Approching nigh unto him cheeke by cheeke 
He shouldered him from off the higher ground. 

And downe the rock him throwing in the sea him dround. 

L. 
Like as a ship, whom cniell tempest drives 
Upon a rocke with horrible dismay,^ 
Her shattered ribs m thousand peeces rives,' 

1 FalseSf filMhoods. * Lewdly minded, evil minded. 

* AtUme, at once. * Dismay, ruin, destruction. 

' Eeke, increue. * Rivet, breaks. 



XLIX. 5. —For of the metme, dec.] He misliked, or disliked, the 
mean or moderation. 
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And spoyling all her geares ^ and goodlj ray* 

Does make b^selfe misfivtunes piteous pray* 

So downe the clifie the wretched Gyant tumbled; 

His battred ballances in peeces lay, 

His Umbered b(Mies^ all broken rudely lumUed: 

So was the higb-aspyring with huge luine humbled. 
U. 
That when the people, which had there about 
Long wayted, saw his sudden desolation. 
They gan to gather in tumultuous rout. 
And mutining to stirte up civill faction 
For certaine losse of so great expectation : 
For well they hoped to have got great good. 
And wondrous riches by his mnovatk)n : 
Theref(He resolving to revenge hts blood 

They rose m armes, and all m battell order stood. 
LII. 
Which lawlesse multitude him comming to 
In warlike wise when ArtegaU did vew, 
He much was troubled, ne wist^ what to do: 
For loth he was his noble hands t' embrew 
In the base blood of such a rascall crew ; 
And otherwise, if that he should retire, 
He fear'd least they with shame would him pursew : 
Therefore he Talus to them sent t' bqoire 

The cause of their array, and truce ix to deare. 
UII. 
But soone as they him nigh approching spide, 
They gan with all their weapcms him assay, 
And rudely stroke at him on every side ; 

> Georef , equipments. * JZoy, wmj. 

* Timhertd bones^ bones massy, like timben. * IfwC, knew. 
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Yet nought they could him hurt, ne ought dismay : 
But when at them he with his fiaile gan lay, 
He like a swarm of fiyes them overthrew: 
Ne any of them durst come in his way, 
But here and there before his presence flew, 

And hid themselves in holes and bushes fiom his vew. 

LIV. 
As when a &ulcon hath with nimble flight 
Flowne at a flush of ducks foreby ^ the brooke. 
The trombliog foule dismayd with dreadfull sight 
Of death, the which them almost overtooke. 
Doe hide themselves from her astonying^ looke 
Amongst the flags and covert round about. 
When Talus saw they all the field fbrsooke, 
And none appeared of all that raskall rout,^ 

To Artegall he turo'd, and went with him throughout 

> Farthff near bj. ' Jistonfittg, confouodiiig. 

* Raskall rout, low nbhle. 
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CANTO III. 

Tbo Sponsalfl of faire Florimcl], 
Where tumey many Knights: 

There Brag^gadochio is uncas'd 
In all the Ladies sights. 

I. 
Afteb long stormes and tempests OFer-blowne 
The sunne at length bis ioyous face doth cleare : 
So whenas fortune all bar spight hath showne. 
Some blisiull houres at last must needes appeare; 
Else should afflicted wights oft-times despdre. 
So comes it now to Florimell by touroe, 
After long sonowes sufieied wbyleare,^ 
In which capUv'd she many moneths did mooroe, 
To tast of ioy, and to wont pleasures to retoume: 

II. 
Who being freed from Proteus cniell band 
By Marinell was unto him affide,^ 
And by him brought againe to Faerie Land ; 
Where he her spous'd, and made his ioyous bride. 
The time and place was blazed farre and wide. 
And solemne feastes and giusts ^ ordain'd tbereibre : 
To which there did resort from every ^de 

> WkyUartf formerly. ' AfiAe, affianced, betrothed. 

' Ottcstf , toaraaments. 



I. 6. — To FlorimdL.I The adventares of FlorimeU an 
from book IV. canto XII. 
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Of Lords and Ladies infinite great store ; 

Ne any Knight was absent that brave courage bore. 
III. 
To teil the glorie of the feast that day. 
The goodly service, the devicefull sights, 
The bridegroroes state, the brides most rich array. 
The pride of Ladies, and the worth of Knights, 
The royall banquets, and the rare delights. 
Were worice fit for an herauld, not for me : 
But for so much as to my lot here lights. 
That with this present treatise doth agree, 

True vertue to advance, shaU here recounted bee. 
IV. 
When all men had with full satietie 
Of roeates and drinkes their appetites suffiz'd. 
To deedes of aimes and proofe of chevalrie 
They gan themselves addresse, full rich aguiz'd,^ 
As each one had his furnitures deviz'd. 
And first of all issu'd Sir Marinell, 
And with him sixe Knights more, which enterpriz'd 
To chalenge all in right of Florimell, 

And to maintaine that she all others did ezcell. 
V. 
The first of them was bight ^ Sir Orimont, 
A noble Knight, and tride m hard assayes ^ : 
The second had to name Sir Bellisont, 



' Aguix'd^ dreaaed, adorned. ' Eight, named. 

' Assayes, aaaaolta. 



m. 2. — Devicefidl sights J] <*By dtnctfuU sights, Spenser means, 
■igbts fiill of devices ; that is, masques, triumphs, and other spectacles, 
vsiiaUj exhibited in his time, wiUi great cost and splendor, at the 
nuptials of noble personages."— Wabtov. 



THE FAKBIE ^UXEIIX. B^ T. 

But second unto naae io piowesse preyse: 
Tlie third was BnmeUy fiunous in his dajes: 
The fourth Ecastor, of exceeding might : 
The fift Anueddan, skild in lovely layes : 
The axt was Lansacki a redoubted Knight : 
AH size well seene in armes, and piov'd b many a fight 

VI. 

And them agamst came all diat list to giust. 
From every coast and countrie under sunne : 
None was debard) but all had leave that lusL^ 
The trcxnpets sound ; then all together loone. 
Full many deeds of armes diat day were donne ; 
And many Knights unhorst, and many wounded. 
As fortune fell ; yet little lost at wonne : 
But all that day the greatest prayse redounded 

To Marinell, whose name the heralds loud resounded. 
VU. 
The second day, so soooe as monow ' light 
Appear'd in heavra, into the field they came. 
And th^re all day continew'd cruell fights 
With divers fortune fit for such a game, 
In which all strove with perill to winne fiune; 
Tet whether side was victor note ^ be ghest ; 
But at the last the trompets did proclame 
That Marinell that day deserved best« 

So they disparted were, and all men went to rest 

VIII. 
The third day came, that should due tryall lend 
Of all the rest ; and then this warlike crew 

> LuMf lilted, chose. ' Morrcwy momiog. > JV^Ci, ooald not 
V. 7. — Lovely 2ayw.] SongB relatiii|^ to love. 
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Together met, of all to make an end. 
There Marinell great deeds of amies did shew; 
And through the thickest like a lyon flew, 
Hashing^ off helmes, and ryvmg plates asonder; 
That every one his daunger did eschew : 
So tenibl J his dreadfuU strokes did thonder. 

That aU men stood amaz'd, and at his might did wonder. 
IX. 
But what on earth can alwayes happie stand? 
The greater prowesse greater perils find. 
So fitire he past amongst his enemies band^ 
That they have him enclosed so behind, 
As by no meanes he can himselfe outwind : 
And now perforce they have him prisoner taken ; 
And now they doe with capdve bands him bind ; 
And now they lead him hence, of all forsaken, 

Unlesse some succor had in time him overtaken. 
X. 
It fortun'd, whylest they were thus ill beset. 
Sir Artegall into the tilt-yard came, 
With Braggadochio, whom he lately met 
Upon the way with that his Snowy Dame: 
Where when he understood by common fiune, 
What evil hap to Marinell betid,' 
He much was mov'd at so unworthie shame. 
And strright that Boaster prayd, with whom he rid, 

To change his shield with him, to be the better hid. 
XI. 
So forth he went, and soone them overhent,' 

> Raskingf cuttmg. * Betid, befeU. ' Overkemtt OTertppk. 



X. 2. — Braggadoekio.] Braggadochio reappean from book IV. 
V. 

VOL. m. 22 
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Where they were leading Marinell away ; 
Whom he assayld with dreadlesse hardiment,^ 
And ibrst the burden of their prize to stay. 
They were an hundred Knights of that array; 
Of which th' one halfe upon himselfe did set, 
The other stayd behind to gard the pray : 
But he ere long the former fiftie bet ; 

And fiom the other fiftie soone the prisoner fet.^ 
XII. 
So backe he brought Sir Marinell aga'ine ; 
Whom having quickly arm'd againe anew, 
They both together ioyned might and maine. 
To set afresh on all the other crew : 
Whom with sore havocke soone they overthrew, 
And chased quite out of the field, that none 
Against them durst his head to perill shew. 
So were they left lords of the field alone : 

So Marinell by him was rescu'd from his fone.^ 
XIII. 
Which when he had perform'd, then backe agabe 
To Braggadochio did his shield restore : 
Who aU this while behbd him did remaine. 
Keeping there close with him in pretious store 
That his false Ladie, as ye heard afore. 
Then did the tiompets sound, and iudges rose. 
And all these Knights, which that day annour bore, 
Came to the open hall to listen whose 

The honour of the prize should be adiudg'd by those. 
XIV. 
And thether also came m open sight 
Fayre Plorimell into the common hall, 

> HardimaUf boldness. * Fet, fetched, rescued. * Feme, foes. 
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To greet his guerdon unto every Knight, 
And best to him to whom the best should fall.^ 
Then for that stranger Knight they loud did call, 
To whom that day they should the girlond yield; 
Who came not forth : but for Sir Artegall 
Came Braggadochio, and did shew his shield, 

Which bore the sunne brode blazed in a golden field. 
XV. 
The sight whereof did aU with gladnesse fill : 
So UDto him they did addeeme ^ the prise 
Of all that tryumph. Then the trompets shrill 
Don Braggadochios name resounded thrise : 
So courage lent a cloke to cowardise : 
And then to him came fayrest Florimell, 
Aud goodly gan to greete ^ his brave emprise,^ 
And thousand thankes him yeeld, that had so well 

Approv'd that day that she all others did excell. 
XVI. 
To whom the Boaster, that all Knights did blot. 
With proud disdaine did scomefull answere make. 
That what he did that day, he did it not 
For her, but for his owne deare Ladies sake. 
Whom on his perill he did undertake 
Both her and eke all others to excell : 
And farther did uncomely speaches crake.^ 

' FaUy befall, happen. * Emprise, enterprise, courage. 

' AddeenUf adjudge. * Crake^ utter boastinglj. 

' Crreete, praise. 



XIV. 3. — To greet his guerdon.] To assign his guerdon or reward ; 
litetallj, to congratulate him upon receiTing it. 

XV 9.^ Approved thai day thai she all others did exeell.] She 
thanks her supposed champion because his extraordinary prowess had 
gmn her great distinction. 
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Much did his words the gentle Lsdie qudl,^ 
And tumM aside fiv shame to heare what he did taL 
xvu. 
Then finrth he brought his snowy Florimeley 
Whom Trompart had in keeping there beade, 
Covered fiom peoples gazement with a vele : 
Whom when discovered they had throughly' dde. 
With great amazement they were stupefide ; 
And said, that surely Florimell it was. 
Or if it were not Florimell so tride, 
That Fbiimell herselfe she then did pas.' 
So feeble skill of perfect things the vulgar has. 
XVIII. 
Which whraas Marinell beheld likewise, 
. He was therewith exceedingly dismayd ^ ; 
Ne wist^ he what to thinke, or to devise: 
But, like as one whom feends had made affiayd. 
He long astonisht stood, ne ought he sayd, 
Ne ought he did, but with fitst fixed eies 
He gazed still upcHi that Snowy Mayd ; 
Whom ever as he did the more avize,^ 
The more to be true florimell he did surmize. 
XIX. 
As when two sunnes appeare in th' azure Aje, 
Mounted in Phoebus charet fierie bright, 
Both darting forth fiure beames to each mans eye. 
And both adom'd with lampes of flaming light ; 
All that behold so strange prodigious sight, 
Not knowing natures worke, nor what to weene, 

> QicaQ, diBconcert. ' TkroMgkltff thoronghlj. ' Pas, lurpMB. 
* Dinwfdf diBtorbedy perplexed. * Wistj knew. * AviUj vie v. 



XYII. 7. — 80 tride,} When Babmitied to this tett, or examin&tioQ. 
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Are rapt with wcmder and with rare affiight. 
So stood Sir Marinell when he had seene 

The.semblant ^ of this false by his fiure beauties queene. 

XX. 
All which when Artegall, who all this while 
Stood in the preasse* close covered^ well advewed. 
And saw that Boasters pride and gracelesse guile. 
He could no longer beaie, but forth issewed, 
And unto all himselfe there open shewed, 
And to the Boaster said ; '^ Thou losell ' base, 
That hast with borrowed plumes thyselfe endewed, 
And others worth with leasings ^ doest deface, 

When they are aU restor'd thou shalt rest in disgrace. 

XXI. 
'' That shield, which thou doest beare, was it indeed 
Which this dayes honour sav^d to Marinell ; 
But not that arme, nor thou the man I reed,® 
Which didst that service unto Florimell : 
For proofe shew forth thy sword, and let it tell 
What strokes, what dreadfull stoure,^ it stird this day: 
Or shew the wounds which unto thee befell ; 
Or shew the sweat with which thou diddest sway 

So sharpe a battell, that so many did dismayJ 
XXII. 
'' But this the sword which wrought those cruell stounds,^ 
And this the arme the which that shield did beare. 
And these the signs," (so shewed forth his wounds,) 

' Semhiant, resemblance, image. * Reedj read, pereem. 

' Freaase^ preat, crowd. * SUmre, aasanlt. 

' Losdl, worthleaa fellow. ^ Dismayy aubdue. 

* LBotings, falsehooda. * SUnauUf blowa. 



XX. 2. -> Well adoewed,^ Some editioiia have weU had «iaw«l. 
22» 



858 THS FAEBIK ^UEKNE. B« ▼• 

'* By which that gloirie gotten doth appeaie. 

As for this Ladie, which he sheweth heie, 

Is not (I wager) Florimell at all ; 

But some iajrre franion,^ fit for such a fere,^ 

That by misf<Htune in hb hand did M." 
For proofe whereof he bad them Florimell fixth call, 
XXIII. 

So forth the noble Ladie was ybiought, 

Adom'd with honor and all comely grace : 

Whereto her bashfull shame&stnesse ywpou|^ 

A great increase in her faiie blushing face ; 

As roses did with lillies interlace^: 

For of those words, the which that Boaster threw. 

She inly yet conceived great disgrace : 

Whom whenas all the people such did vew, 
They shouted loud, and signes of gladnesse all did shew. 
XXIV. 

Then did he set her by that snowy one, 

like the true saint beside the image set ; 

Of both their beauties to make paragone^ 

And triall, whether should the honor get. 

Streightway, so soone as both together met, 

Th' Enchaunted Damzell vanisht into nought : 

Her snowy substance melted as with heat, 

Ne of that goodly hew remayned ought, 
But th' emptie Girdle which about her wast was wrought. 

XXV. 

As when the daughter of Thaumantes faiie 

^ FranioH, loose woman. ' Interlaeej intermingle. 

* Fere, companion. ^ Paragone, compuiaoa. 



XXV. l.^ Daughter of UunaiumUs /otra.] Izis, who waa tlw 
daof liter of Thaomaa, not Thanmantea. 
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Hath in a watiy cloud displayed wide 

Her goodly bow, which paiots die liquid ayre ; 

That all men wonder at her colours pride ; 

All suddenly, ere one can looke aside, 

The glorious picture vanisheth away, 

Ne any token doth thereof abide : 

So did this Ladies goodly forme decay, 

And into nothmg goe, ere one could it bewray. 
XXVI. 
Which whenas all that present were beheld, 
They stricken were with great astonishment. 
And their &int harts with senselesse horrour queld/ 
To see the thbg, that seem'd so excellent, 
So stolen fiom their fancies wonderment ; 
That what of it became none understood : 
And Braggadochio selfe with dreriment ' 
So daunted was in his despeyring mood, 

That like a lifelesse corse immoveable he stood. 
XXVII. 
But Artegall that golden Belt uptooke. 
The which of all her spoyle was onely left ; 
Which was not hers, as many it mistooke. 
But Florimells owne Girdle, fiom her reft 
While she was flying, like a weary weft,' 
From that foule monster which did her compell 
To perils great ; which he imbuckling eft * 

> Qii«M, fubdaed. ' RT^, waif. 

* i>rmiiMii<, grief. « Eft, quickly. 



XXVIl. I, ^ Thai golden Bdt, Ac.] In book IV. canto V. waa 
described a eonteat of ladiea for thui girdle of Florimel, which waa 
aaiigned to the false Florimel, although she conld not wear it. 

XXVII. S.^WhiU Ms teatjlyimg, Ac.] See book III. canto VIL 
i XXXI. 
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Presoited to the Fayrest Florimell ; 

Who loand about her tender wast it fitted welL 
XXVIII. 
Full many Ladies oft^ had assayd 
About their middles that iaire Belt to knit; 
And many a one supposed to be a Mayd : 
Yet it to none of aU their loynes would fit. 
Till FloEJmell about her frstned it. 
Such power it had, that to no womans wast 
By any skill or labour it would fit, 
Unlesse that she were continent and chast ; 

But it would lose or breake, that many had disgrast. 
XXIX. 
Whilest thus they busied were bout Florimell, 
And boastiull Braggadochb to defame, 
Sir Guyon, as by fortune then befell. 
Forth fiom the thickest preasse ^ of people came, 
His owne good steed, which he had stobe, to clame; 
And, th' one hand seizing on his golden bit, 
With th' other drew his sword ; for with the same 
He meant the Thiefe there deadly to have smit : 

And, had he not bene held, he nou^t had fayld of it. 
XXX. 
Thereof great huriy buriy moved was 
Throughout the hall for that same warlike horse : 
For Braggadochio would not let him pas ; 
And Guyon would him algates ^ have perforse. 
Or it approve upon his carrion corse. 
Which troublous stiire when Artegall perceived, 

' Preauef press. * AlgaU$, at all eTents. 



XXIX. 6.— Wkuk he had sUfbu.^ See book II. canto IIL staaim 
IV. 
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He nigh them drew to stay tb' Avengers forse ; 
And gan inquire how was that steed bereaved. 

Whether by might extort,* or else by slight deceaved.* 
XXXI. 
Who all that piteous storie, which befell 
About that woiuU Couple which were slaine, 
And their young Bloodie Babe to turn gan tell ; 
With whom whiles he did in the wood remaine, 
His horse purloyned was by subtill traine ' ; 
For which he chalenged the Thiefe to fight : 
But he for nought could him thereto constraine ; 
For as the death he hated such despight,^ 

And rather had to lose than trie in armes his right. 
XXXII. 
Which Artegall well hearing, (though no more 
By law of armes there neede ones right to trie, 
As was the wont of warlike Knights of yore, 
Then ^ that his foe should him the field denie,) 
Yet iiurther right by tokens to descrie. 
He askt, what privie tokens he did beare. 
^* If that," said Guyon, '^ may you satisfie. 
Within his mouth a blacke spot doth appeare, 

Shapt like a horses shoe, who list to seeke it there." 
XXXIII. 
Whereof to make due tryall one did take 

> £xtorf, extorted. * Dejpt^Ax, defiance, challenge. 

* Deuaoedj stolen. * TheHf than. 

* Tnine, trick, contriTance. 

XXXI. 2. — Wofidl CovpU.] Mordaont and Amayia. See book 11. 
canto I. 

XXXII. l. — T%augh no more, &c.] That Braggadochio declined 
the battle offered bj Sir Guyon was anfficient to decide the question, 
and adjudge Uie horse to be the property of the latter. It was like a 
judgment by default in a court of law. 
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The horse in hand within his mouth to looke : 
But with his heeles so sorely he him strake, 
That all his rihs he quite in peeces broke, 
That never word from that day forth he spoke. 
Another, that would seeme to have more wit, 
Him by the bright embrodered hedstall ^ tooke : 
But by the shoulder him so sore he bit, 

That he him maymed quite, and all his shoulder split 
XXXIV. 
Ne he his mouth would open unto wight, 
Untill that Guyon selfe unto him spake. 
And called Brigadore, (so was he hight,^ 
Whose voice so soone as he did undertake,^ 
Eftsoones ^ he stood as still as any stake, 
And suffied all his secret marke to see ; 
And, whenas he him nam'd, for ioy be brake 
I£s bands, and follow'd him with gladfiiU glee. 

And friskt, and flong aloft, and louted ^ low on knee. 
XXXV. 
Thereby Sir Artegall did plame areed,^ 
That unto him the horse belong'd ; and sayd, 
'' Lo there, Sir Guyon, take to you the steed. 
As he with golden saddle is arayd ; 
And let that LoseU,^ plainely now displayd. 
Hence fiire on foot, till he an horse have gayned." 
But the proud Boaster gan his doome upbrayd, 

' HedttaUj the part of the bridle which is put upon Uie hone's head. 

' Hightj wae called. ' Undertake^ hear. 

^ EJUoanta, immediately. ^ Louted^ bended. 

* ^eedf perceive. ' Lasdlf worthless fellow. 



XXXIIT. 4. — M peeees hroke.'] The poet apparently does not reflect 
that the reader will naturally ask how it happens that none of Bragg»- 
dochio*s bones have been broken by this formidable animal. 
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And him revil'd, and rated, and disdayned. 
That iudgement so uniust against him had ordayned. 
XXXVI. 

Much was the Knight mcenst with his lewd word/ 

To hare revenged that his villeny ; 

And thrice did lay his hand upon his sword. 

To have him slaine, or dearely doen aby : 

But Guyon did his choler pacify, 

Saying, *' Sir Knight, it would dishonour bee 

To you that are our iudge of equity, 

To wreake your wrath (m such a carle as hee: 
It's punishment enough that aU his shame doe see." 
XXXVIl. 

So did he midgate Sir Artegall ; 

But Talus by the backe the Boaster bent,* 

And drawing him out of the open hall 

Upon him did inflict this punishment: 

First he his beard did shave, and fowly shent ' ; 

Then from him reft his shield, and it renverst,^ 

And blotted out his armes with falshood blent ^ ; 

And himselfe bafiiild, and bis armes unherst ; 
And hicke his sword m twaine, and all his armour sperst^ 

> Lewd foordf impudent langoa^. * RtnverMt^ reverted. 

* HaU^ took. * Blent, stained. 

* Shent, diagfraced. * Sperst, diBperaed, tcattered. 



XXXVI. 4. — Dtardy doen aby.l Made him dearly abj, or atone for it 
XXXVIL 6. — JZenoerK.] The reyerBal of the shield was a mark of 

disgrace. 

XXXVII. 9,Saffiild.'\ Baffled, treated with ignominy. In King 
Richard II. , Norfolk says— 

<< I am disgraced, impeached, and baffled here." 
The word is used, and its meaning explained, in book VI. canto VII. 
stanza XXVII. 
XXXVIl. 6. — C^Osrsf.] Upton defines this word, «took them 
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xxxvm. 
The whiles his guileful! Groome was fled awaj ; 
But vaioe it was to thinke bom him to flie : 
Who overtaking him did disaray, 
And all his face deform'd with in&mie, 
And out of court him scourged openly. 
So ought all faytouis/ that true knighthood shame. 
And armes dishonour with base villanie. 
From all brave Knights be banisht with de&me': 

For oft their lewdnes^ blotteth good deserts with blame. 
XXXIX. 
Now when these Counterfdts were thus uncased 
Out of the foreside * of thdr fiyrgerie,^ 
And in the sight of all men cleane disgraced, 
All gan to iest and gibe iiill merilie 
At the remembrance of their knaverie : 
Ladies gan laugh at Ladies, Knights at Knights, 
To thinke with how great vaunt of braverie 
He them abused through his subtill slights, 

And what a glorious shew he made in aU thdr sights. 
XL. 
There leave we them in pleasure and repast, 
Spending their ioyous dayes and gladfiill nights, 

* FayUmrtf villains. ' Defame^ disgrace. 

' Lewdness, impudence. * Foregide, outside, external coTeiinf . 

* FoTgerUj assumed chanuster. 



from the bene, or temporary monument where they were hanged;** 
but this cannot be the meaning, as Braggadochio evidently had his 
arms about his person. Perhaps it comes from the Saxon &yrsta», to 
adorn, compounded with the privatiTe im, meaning ^ocact, iitfigwrti^ 
broke in pUcea. 
XXXyUhL-^ChtUrfua Groome.} Trompart 
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And takmg usurie of tune forepast, 
With all deare delices ^ and rare delights, 
Fit for such Ladies and such lovely Knights: 
And tume we here to this Sure fiuxowes end 
Our wearie ydces, to gather firesher sprights,* 
That, whenas time to ArtegaU shall tend,^ 
We on his first adventure may him fixward send. 

^ DtUeUf delights. ' SprighUf spirit, animation. 

' Ttndf attend, wait upon. 



XL. 3. — Thkimg uturu of timefirepati.] Repaying themael^ea fiv 
tfie privBlions and follbringa of pvevioui timea. 
VOL. in. 83 
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But eyeimare those Damzeb did fimBtall ^ 
Their fiuious eocouoter, and thdr fittceoesse palL* 
VI. 
But fiimely fixt they were with dint of swonl 
And battailes doubtfull proofe their rights to tiy ; 
Ne other end their fiuy would afibid, 
But what to them fortune would iustify : 
So stood they both in readinesse thereby 
To ioyne the combate with crueil intent : 
When Artegall arriving happily 
Did stay awhile their greedy bickennent,' 
Till he had questioned the cause of their dissent, 
vn. 
To whom the elder did this aunswere fiame; 
" Then weet^ ye, Sir, that we two brethren be, 
To whom our sire, Milesio by name, 
Did equally bequeath his lands in fee, 
Two islands, which ye there before you see 
Not fimre m sea ; of which the one appeaies 
But like a little mount of small degree ; 
Yet was as great and wide ere many yeares, 
As that same other isle, that greater bredth now beares. 
VIII. 
" But tract of time, that all things doth decay, 
And this devouring sea, that nought doth spare, 
The most part of my land hath washt away. 
And throwne it up unto my brothers share: 
So his encreased, but mbe did empaire.^ 
Before which time I lov'd, as was my lot. 



" ForetiaUf interfere to prevent * Weet, know. 

' PaUf Mothe, moderate. * Empairtf Himimah, 

* BtdkemMrt, bickering, strife. 
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That further Mayd, hight ^ Phihera the fiuie, 
With whom a goodly doure I should have gol, 

And should have byned bene to her in wedlocks knot 
IX. 
<< Then did my younger brother Amidas 
Love that same other DamzeU, Lucy bii^it, 
To whom but litde dowre allotted was : 
Her vertue was the dowre that did delight : 
What better dowre can to a Dame be hight ^ ? 
But now, when Philtra saw my lands decay 
And fonner livel'od ^ fayle, she left me quight, 
And to my brother did elope stnaghtway : 

Who, takmg her from me, his owne Love left astray. 
X. 
'^ She, seeing then herselfe forsaken so, 
Through dolorous despaire which she conceyved, 
Into the sea herselfe did headlong throw. 
Thinking to have her griefe by death bereaved ; 
But see how much her purpose was deceived ! 
Whilest thus, amidst the billowes beadng of her, 
Twixt life and death long to and fro she weaved,^ 
She chaunst unwares to light upon this coffer, 

Which to her in that daunger hope of life did gSn. 
XI. 
<<The wretched Mayd, that earst ^ desir'd to die, 
Whenas the pame of death she Usted had. 
And but balfe scene his ugly visnomie,^ 
Gan to repent that she had beene so mad 
For any death to chaunge life, though most bad : 

^ Highij oaUed. * Weaved, waved, floated. 

* Highi^ aMigned. * Earst, before. 

* Uvd*od^ livelihood. * VisnamU^ visage. 

23» 
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And catchmg bold of tbis sea-beatea chest, 
(Tbe lucky pybt of ber passage sad,) 
After long tossong in tbe seas distiest, 

Her weaiy baike at last uppoo mme isle did rest, 
xn. 
" Wbere I by cbaunce tben wandiing on tbe sbon 
Did bar espy, and tbrougb my good endevour 
From dreadfull mouth of death, which threatned 
Her to have swallowed up, did helpe to save her. 
She then in recompence of that great &vour, 
Which I on her bestowed, bestowed on me 
The portion of that good which foitune gave ber, 
Together with hersdfe m dowiy fiee ; 

Both goodly pcntions, but of both tbe better she. 
xm. 
^* Yet in this coflfer which she with bar brought 
Great threasure sithence ^ we did finde contuned ; 
Which as our owne we todce, and so it thought: 
But this same other Damzell since hath fained^ 
That to herselfe that threasure appertabed; 
And that she did transport the same by sea. 
To bring it to her husband new ordained,' 
But suffired cruell shipwracke by the way : 

But, whether it be so or no, I cannot say. 
XIV. 
'^ But, whether it mdeede be so or no. 
This doe I say, that whatso good or ill 
Or God or Fortune unto me did throw, 
(Not wronging any other by my will,) 
I bold mme owne, and so will hold it still. 

' SUkenctf since. ' Famed, pietended. 

' Or<2atiied, appointed, leleeted. 
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And though my land he first did winne away, 
And then my Love, (though now it little skill,) 
Tet my good lucke he shall not likewise pray ^ ; 

But I will it defend whilst ever that I may." 

XV. 
So having sayd, the younger did ensew^; 
** Full true it is wbatso about our land 
My brother here declared hath to you : 
But not for it this ods twixt us doth stand, 
But fin* this threasure throwne uppon his strand ; 
Which well I prove, as shall appeare by tiiall. 
To be this Maides with whom I iastned hand. 
Known by good maikes and perfect good espiall ' : 

Therefore it ought be rendred her without deniall." 

XVI. 
When they thus ended had, the Knight began ; 
"Certes^ your strife were easie to accord,^ 
Would ye remit it to some righteous man." 
" Unto yourselfe," said they, " we give our woid. 
To bide that iudgement ye shall us aflbrd." 
^< Then for assurance to my doome to stand. 
Under my foote let each lay downe his sword ; 
And then you shall my sentence understand." 

So each of them layd downe his sword out of his hand. 
XVII. 
Then Artegall thus to the younger sayd ; 
** Now tell me, Amidas, if that ye may, 

> Frmff make % prey of, take away. * CerUg^ certamly. 
* £fiMi0, foUow. * Accord, lettle. 

' £fpMU, obeerration. 



XIV. l.-^Tlmtgh now it UttU MU.] Thoogh now that matten but 
little; I care Irat little about it 
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Your biothen land the which the sea hath layd 

Unto your part, and pluckt from his away, 

By what good right doe you withhold this day?" 

<< What other right/' quoth he, '< should you 

But that the sea it to my share did lay?" 

" Your right is good," sayd he, " and so I deeme, 

That what the sea unto you sent your own should 
XVIII. 
Then turning to the elder thus he sayd ; 
" Now, Bracidas, let this likewise be showne ; 
Your brothers threasure, which from him is stiayd, 
Bemg the dowry of his wife well knowne. 
By what right doe you claime to be your owne ? " 
'' What other right," quoth he, '^ should you esteeme^ 
But that the sea hath it unto me throwne ? " 
" Your right is good," sayd he, " and so I deeme, 

That what the sea unto you sent your own should 

XIX. 
« Fen* equall right in equall thbgs doth stand : 
For what the mighty sea hath once possest. 
And plucked quite from all possessors hand, 
Whether by rage of waves that never rest. 
Or else by wracke that wretches hath distrest. 
He may dispose by his imperiall might. 
As thing at randon left, to whom he list. 
So, Amidas, the land was yours first bight ^ ; 

And so the threasure yours is, Bracidas, by right." 

XX. 
When he his sentence thus pronounced had. 
Both Amidas and Philtra were displeased : 
But Bracidas and Lucy were right glad, 

^ ERghi, named, declared. 
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And on the threesure by that iudgement seasecL 
So was their discord by this doome appeased, 
And each one had his right. Then Artegall, 
Whenas their sharpe contention he had ceased. 
Departed on his way, as did befidl, 

To Mow his old quest,^ the which him forth did calL 
XXI. 
So, as he travelled uppcm the way, 
He chaunst to come, where happily he spide 
A rout of many people fane away ; 
To whom his course he hastily applide, 
To weete' the cause of their assemblaunce wide: 
To whom when he approched neare in sight, 
(An uncouth sight,) he plabdy then descride 
To be a troupe of Women, warlike dight,^ 

With weapons in their hands, as ready for to fight : 
XXII. 
And in the midst of them he saw a Knight, 
With both his hands behinde him pmnoed * hard. 
And round about his necke an halter tight. 
And ready for the gallow tree prepard : 
His face was covered, and his head was bar'd, 
That who he was uneath ' was to descry ; 
And with full heavy heart with them he fiu^d, 
Griev'd to the soule, and groning inwardly. 

That he of Womens hands so base a death should dy. 
XXIII. 
But they, like tyrants mercilesse, the more 
R^yced at his miserable case, 

> QuMf, pannit, expedition. ' Weeie^ learn. ' Digktf equipped. 
* Pmnoedf pinioned. * Uneaikf hardly poasible. 



XXL 5. — dtfjiiwuMaiiticg wide."] Ejctending wide, gieai 
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And him reviled, and reproched sofe 

With bitter taunts and tennes of vile disgrace. 

Now whenas Artegall, arriv'd in place. 

Did aske what cause brought that man to decay/ 

They round about him gan to swarm apace. 

Meaning on him their cniell hands to lay, 

And to have wrought unwares some villanous assay .^ 
XXIV. 
But he was soon aware of their iU minde. 
And drawing backe dec^ved their mtent : 
Yet, though himselfe did shame on w(Hnankjnde 
I£s mighty hand to shend,^ he Talus sent 
To wrecke on them their follies hardyment ^ : 
Who with few sowces ^ of his yron flale 
Dispersed all their troupe incontment,^ 
And sent them home to tell a piteous tale 

Of thdr vaine prowesse turned to their proper bale^ : 
XXV. 
But that same wretched man, (vdaynd to die. 
They left behind them, glad to be so quit : 
Him Talus tooke out of perplexitie. 
And horror of fowle death for Knight unfit. 
Who more than losse of life ydreaded it ; 
And, him restoring unto living light, 
So brought unto his Lord, where he did sit 
Beholding all that womanish weake fight ; 

Whom soone as he beheld he knew, and thus behight*; 
XXVI. 
'^ Sir Turpme, baplesse man, what make you here ? 

1 Decay, destraction. * Sonxes, blows. 

' As$ayy aasaalt, yiolence. ' IneorUinerU, immedittely. 

' Skendf disgrace. ' SqU, mischief, injitrj'. 

« Umrdymmt, boldness, rashness. " Btkigkt, addressed. 
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Or have you lost yourselfe and your diacretioDi 

That ever in this wretched case ye were ? 

Or have ye yeelded you to proude oppressiou 

Of womens powie, that boast of mens subiectioD? 

Or else what other deadly dismall day 

Is fabe on you by heavens hard direction^ 

That ye were runne so fondly ^ far astray 
As lor to lead yourselfe unto your owne decay ? " 
XXVII. 

Much was the man confounded in his mind, 

Pardy with shame, and partly with dismay. 

That all astontsht he himselfe did find, 

And litde had for his excuse to say, 

But onely thus ; ^' Most haplesse well ye may 

Me iusdy tenne, that to this shame am bnxight, 

And made the scome of knighthood this same day: 

But who can scape what his owne fate hath wrought? 
The worke of heavens will surpasseth humaine thought." 
XXVIII. 

" Right true : but &ulty men use oftentimes 

To kttribute their folly unto fiite. 

And lay on heaven the guOt of their owne crimes. 

But tell, Sir Terpin, ne let you amate' 

Your misery, how fell ye in this state ? " 

'< Then sith ' ye needs," quoth he, '' wiU know my shame, 

And all the ill which chaunst to me of late, 

I shordy will to you rehearse the same. 
In hope ye will not tume misfortune to my blame. 
XXIX. 

<< Bebg desirous (as aU Knights are woont) 

Through hard adventures deedes of armes to tiy, 

> Fondly, fooliahly. ' JhnaU^ orerwhelm. * SUk^ nnoe. 
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And after fame and honour fat to hunt, 

I heard report that &ire abrode did fly, 

That a proud Amazon did late defy 

All the breve Knights that hold of Maidenhead, 

And unto them wrought aO the villany 

That she could forge in her malicious head, 

Which some hath put to shame, and many done be dead. 

XXX. 
" The cause, they say, of this her cruell hate, 
Is for the sake of Bellodant the bold, 
To whom she bore most fervent love of late, 
And wooed him by all the waies she could : 
But, when she saw at last that he ne would 
For ought or nought be wonne unto her will, 
She tum'd her love to hatred manifold. 
And for bis sake vow'd to doe aU the ill 

Which she could doe to Knights ; which now she doth fulfill. 
XXXI. 
^ For all those Knights, the which by force or guile 
She doth subdue, she fowly doth entreate ^ : 
First, she doth them of warlike armes despole. 
And cloth in womens weedes ^ ; and then with threat 
Doth them compell to woike, to eame their meat. 
To spin, to card, to sew, to wash, to wring ; 
Ne doth she give them other thing to eat 
But bread and water or like feeble thmg ; 

Them to disable finom revenge adventuring.^ 
xxxn. 
** But if through stout disdaine of manly mind 

' EntreaUf treat * Weedes, dress. ' Mventuring, attemptiiif . 



XXIX. 9. •> j^iui flumy ^mm k€ dm4,'\ Cauied manj to be dead. 
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Any her proud observaunce will withstand, 
Uppon that gibbet, which is there behmd, 
She causeth them be hang'd up out of hand^ ; 
In which condition I right now did stand ; 
For, bemg overcome by her in fight. 
And put to that base service of her band, 
I rather chose to die b lives despight, 

Then ^ lead that shamefiiU life, unworthy of a Knight" 
XXXIfl. 
*^ How hight ' that Amazon," sayd Artegall, 
'* And where and how far hence does she abide ? " 
" Her name," quoth he, *^ they Radigund doe call, 
A princesse of great powre and greater pride. 
And queene of Amazons, in armes well tride 
And sundry battels, which she hath atchieved 
With great successe, that her hath glorifide, 
And made her fiunous, more then ^ is believed ; 

Ne would I it have ween'd had I not late it prieved.^ " ^ 
XXXIV. 
*' Now sure," said he, << and by the faith that I 
To Maydenhead and noble Knighthood owe, 
I will not rest till I her might doe trie. 
And venge the shame that she to Knights doth show. 
Therefore, Sir Terpin, fixxn you lightly throw 
This squalid weede,^ the patteme of despaire. 
And wend ® with me, that ye may see and know 
How fortune will your niin'd name repaire [paire." 

And Knights of Maidenhead, whose praise she would em- 

> OtU •/ hmd, forthwith. * Prum^d, proved. 

' 7&«ii,thAii. * IFaerfc, diMi. 

* Higktf it named. * Wend^ go. 



XXXII. 8. — in ttMf 4upighL'\ With despite or eontempl of lift. 
VOL. m. 24 



Si78 THE r AEBIB QUEENS. B. T. 

XXXV. 

l^th that, like one that hopdesse was repiy'Yd 
From deathes dore at which he lately ky, 
Those yron fetters wherewith he was gyVd/ 
The badges of reproch, he threw away, 
And nimbly did him dight^ to guide the way 
Unto the dwelling of that Amazone: 
Which was fixxn thence not past a nule or tway ; 
A goodly citty and a mighty one, 

The which, of her owne name, she called Rad^one. 
XXXVI. 
Where they arriving by the watchmen were 
Descried streight ; who all the citty warned 
How that three wariike persons did appeare, 
Of which the one him seem'd a Knight all armed, 
And th* other two well likely to have harmed. 
Eftsoones' the people all to hamesse ran. 
And like a sort of bees m clusters swarmed: 
Eire long their queene herselfe, halfe like a man, 

Came forth into the rout, and them t' airay began. 
XXXVIT. 
And now the Knights, being arrived neare. 
Did beat uppon the gates to enter in ; 
And at the porter, skoming them so few. 
Threw many threats, if they the towne did win, 
To teare his flesh in pieces for his sin : 
Which whenas Radigund there comming heard. 
Her heart for rage did grate, and teeth did giin^ : 

' Oifo% boand. * Efttoones, immediately. 

' Dighty prepare. * Grin, grind. 



X X X V II. 1 . — Being arrived neore.] Church proposes to sobstitiite 
mo for iiaare, to rhyme with /no. 
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She bad that streight the gates should be unbardi 
And to them way to make with weapons well prepaid. 
XXX VIII. 
Soone as the gates were open to them set. 
They pressed forward, entraunce to have made : 
But in the middle way they were ymet 
With a sharpe showre of arrowes, which them staid. 
And better bad advise, ere they assaid 
Unknowen perill of bold Womens pride. 
Then all that rout uppcHi them rudely laid, 
And heaped strokes so fast on every side. 
And arrowes haild so thicke, that they could not abide. 
XXXIX. 
But Radigund berselfe, when she espide 
Sir Terpin from her direfiill doome acquit 
So crueil doale^ amongst her Maides divide, 
T' avenge that shame they did on him commit, 
All sodamely enflam'd with fiiiious fit^ 
Lake a fell lionesse at him she flew, 
And on his head-piece him so fiercely smit, 
That to the ground him quite she overthrew, 
Dismayd so with the stroke that he no colours knew. 
XL. 
Soone as she saw him on the ground to grovell, 
She lightly to him leapt ; and, in his necke 
Her proud foote setting, at his head did levell. 
Weening at once her wrath on him to wreake, 
And his contempt, that did her iudgment breake : 
As when a beare hath seiz'd ^ her crueil clawes 
Uppon the caikasse of some beast too weake, 

> JDmI* , dole, destraction. * iVi, pMnoD. 

' SeU'dy fixed. 
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Proudly stands over, and awhfle doth pause 
To heare the piteous beast pleading her plaintiffe^ cau9s» 

XLI. 
Whom whenas Art^all in that distresse 
By chaunce beheld, he left the bloudy slaughter 
In which he swam, and ranne to his xedresse: 
There her assayling fiercely iBresh he raught^ her 
Such an huge stroke, that it of seance distraught' her; 
And, had she not it warded warily, 
It had depriv'd her mother of a daughter: 
Nathlesse for all the powre she did apply 
It made her stagger oft, and stare with ghastly eye. 

XLII. 
like to an eagle, in his kingly pride 
Soring through his wide «npire of the aire. 
To weather^ his brode sailes,^ by chaunce hath spde 
A goshauke, which hath s^zed for her share 
Uppon some fowle, that should her feast prepare; 
With dreadfull force he flies at her bylive,^ 
That with his souce,^ which none enduren dare, 
Her fiom the quarry^ he away doth drive, 
And fiom h^ griping pounce the greedy prey doth rive. 
XLIII. 
But, soone as she her sence recover'd had, 
She fiercely towards him herselfe gan digbt,* 
Through vengefiil wrath and sdeignfull ^° pride half mad ; 
For never had she suffied such despight^^ : 

> PUant^ef plaintive. ^ Soueej downward sweep. 

RoMgkty reached. ' Quarry, prey. 

' Distraugki, deprived. ' Dight, prepare. 

« Weather^ ezpoM to the air. ^^ SdeigirfyU, diadainfnl. 

* SaUe$, wings. " Detpigktf injniy. 
' ByUve, immediately. 
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But, ere she oould byne hand witb him to 6g|it| 

Her warlike Maides ahout her flockt so fast, 

That they disparted them, maugre ^ their might. 

And with their troupes did far asunder cast: 
But mongst the rest the fight did untill evening last 
XLIV. 

And every while that mighty Tron Man 

With his strange weapon, never wont' in warre, 

Them sorely vext, and courst,' and overman. 

And bidce their bowes, and did their shooting maire, 

That ncxie of all the many once did daire 

Him to assault, nor once approach him nie ; 

But like a sort of sheepe dispersed ftrre. 

For dread of their devouring enemie, 
Through all the fields and vallies did beiore him flie. 

XLV. 

But whenas daies fiiire shinie beame, yclowded 

With fearefull shadowes of defcrmed night, 

Wam'd man and beast in quiet rest be shrowded, 

Bold Radigund with sound of tiumpe on hight,^ 

Causd all her people to surcease^ from fight; 

And, gathering than unto her citties gate. 

Made them all enter in before her sight ; | 

And all the wounded, and the weake in state, I 

To be convayed in, ere she would once retrate. ' 

XLVI. 

When thus the field was voided ' all away, 

And all things quieted ; the Elfin Knight, 

Weary of toile and travell '' of that day, 

^ Mtmgre, in ipite of. * Sttreease, utterly ceoe. 

* IToia, used. • Voided, cleand, 

* GMir«(, chaaed. ▼ TVovfO, travail, toiL 

* On kigkt, aloud. 
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Causd hb pavilkm to be richly pigfat^ 
Before the city-gate in open sight ; 
Where he himselfe did rest in safety 
Together with Sir Terpb all that nig^: 
But Talus usde, in times of ieopaidy. 

To keepe a nightly watch for dread of tieacheiy. 
XLVII. 
But Radigund, full of heart-gnawmg griefe 
For the rebuke which she sustain'd that day. 
Could take no rest, ne would receive reliefe ; 
But tossed m her troublous minde what way 
She mote revenge that blot which on her lay. 
There she resolv'd herselfe in smgle fi^t 
To try her fortune, and his fence assay, 
Rather than see her people spoiled quight, 

As she had scene that day, a disadventerous^ a^sL 
XL VIII. 
She called forth to her a trusty Mayd, 
Whom she thought fittest for that buanesse ; 
Her name was Clarin, and thus to her sayd ; 
" Goe, Damzell, quickly, doe thyselfe addrease 
To doe the message which I shall expresse : 
Goe thou unto that stranger Faery Knight, 
Who yesterday drove us to such distresse ; 
Tell, that to morrow I with him will fight, 

And try in equall field wheth^ hath greats might. 
XLIX. 
*' But these conditions doe to him propound ; 
That, if I vanquishe him, he shall obay 
My law, and ever to my lore ^ be bound ; 

^ Figki, placed. ' JHmdomignm$, nnbiqppj. 

' L9r0, lenons, orden. 
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And 80 will I, if me he vanquish may ; 

Whatever he shall like to doe or say: 

Go streight, and take with thee to witnesse it 

Sixe of thy fellowes of the best array, 

And beare with you both wine and iuncates^ fit. 

And bid him eate : henceforth he oft shall hungry sit'' 

L. 
The Damzell streight obayd ; and, putting all 
In readinesse, forth to the town-gate went ; 
Where, sounding loud a trumpet fix)m the wall, 
Unto those warlike Knights she warning sent. 
Then Talus forth issuing fiom the tent 
Unto the wall his way did fearelesse take, 
To weeten ' what that trumpets sounding ment : 
Where that same Damzell lowdly him bespake, [make. 

And shewed that with his Lord she would emparlaunce' 

LI. 
So he them streight conducted to his Lord ; 
Who, as he could, them goodly well did greete. 
Till they had told their message word by word : 
Which he accepting, well as he could weete,^ 
Them fairely enterta}md with curtesies meete. 
And gave them gifts and things of deare delight : 
So backe agame they homeward tum'd their feete ; 
But Artegall himselfe to rest did dight,^ 

That he mote fresher be agamst the next daies fight. 

> /imeotef , jnnketi, yiands. * 9Feet«, know how. 

' Wutm, learn. * Dight^ diipow. 



XLIX. 9. — Henerfartk he oft skail hmgry tit,'] See itanxa XXXI. 
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CANTO V. 

Aitegall fights with Radigond, 

And is subdew'd by guile : 
He IB by her einprisoned, 

But wrought by Clarins wile. 

I. 
So soone as Day forth dawning fiom the east 
Nights humid curtaine fiom the heavens withdrew. 
And eaiely calling forth both man and beast, 
Commaunded them their daily woikes renew ; 
These noble Warriors^ mbdefiill to pursew 
The last daies purpose of their vowed fight, 
Themselves thereto prepaide in order dew ; 
The Knight, as best was seeming for a Knight, 
And th' Amazon, as best it likt hoselfe to dight.^ 
II. 
All in a Camis light of purple dike 
Woven uppon with silver, subtly wrought, 
And quilted uppon sattm white as nulke ; 
Trayled with ribbands diversly distraught, 
like as^ the woikeman had their courses taught; 

^ Digkt^ prepare. * lite mt, as if. 



Arg. 4.— Wrought by Clarina wtle.] Made the subjeet of Cluin's 
treacheiy. 

n. 1.—^ Camis.} A dresi of thin staff. 

II. 4. — TVoyfed vfith rObandSf dx.] 'Adorned (literally, dbwMi 
itpof») with ribbons diyenely disposed.' 
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Which was short tucked (at light moCioD 
Up to her ham ; but, when she list, it raught^ 
Downe to her lowest heele, and thereuppon 

She wore lor her defence a mayled habeif;eon.* 
III. 
And on her legs she painted buskins wore, 
Basted^ with bends ^ of gold on eveiy side, 
And mailes betweene, and laced close albre ; 
Uppon her thigh her cemitare was tide 
With an embrodered belt of mickell ^ pride ; 
And on her shoulder hung her shield, bedeckt 
Uppon the bosse with stones that shined wide, 
As the faire moone in her nx»t full aspect ; 

Tliat to the moone it mote be like in each respect 
IV. 
So forth she came out of the cittj-gate 
With stately port and proud magnificence, 
Guarded with many Damzels that did waite 
Uppon her person for her sure defence, 
Playing on shaumes and trumpets, that fiom hence 
Their sound did reach unto the heavens bight: 
So forth mto the field she marched thence. 
Where was a rich pavilion ready pight ' 

Her to receive, till time they should begin the fight. 
V. 
Then forth came Artegall out of hb tent, 
All arm'd to point, and first the lists did enter: 
Soone after eke came she with iiill intent 
And countenaunce fierce, as having fiilly bent her 
That battels utmost triall to adventer. 

> Ramgkiy iMched. * Bemds, buidi. 

* Hahergetm^ ileeTelen coat of mail. * Miekdlj irnieh. 

* Bmttml, nwed dightly. • Pigki, plMed. 
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He to her lept with deadly dreadfiiU looke. 

And her suD-shjmie hebnet soooe unlaced, 
Thinkmg at once both head and hehnet to have nced.^ 

XU. 

But, whenas he diacovered had her free. 

He saw, his senses straunge astonishment, 

A miracle of natures goodly grace 

In her fiure visage voide of ornament, 

But bath'd in bloud and sweat together ment* ; 

IVhich, in the rudenesse of that evill plight, 

Bewrayd the signes of feature excellent : 

like as the moone, in foggie winters night. 
Doth seeme to be herselfe, though dackned be her h^bL 

XIII. 

At sight thereof his crudl minded hart 

Empierced was with pitdfiill regard, 

That his sharpe sword he threw fiom him apart, 

Cursing his hand that had that visage mard : 

No hand so cruell, nor no hart so hard. 

But ruth ^ of beautie will it moUifie. 

By this, upstarting fiom her swoune she stared 

A while about her with confiised eye ; 
Like one that fiom his dreame is waked suddeolye. 

XIV. 

Soone as the Knight she there by her did spy 

Standing with emptie hands all weaponlesse, 

With fiesh assault upon him she did fly, 

And gan renew her former cruebesse : 

And though he still retyr'd, yet nathelesse 

With huge redoubled strokes she on him layd ; 

And more increast her outrage mercilesse, 

1 AflCMf, rued. * Mmi, mingled. * Raak, pitf. 
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The more that he with meeke mtreatie pnyd 
Her ¥^iathfiil hand fiom greedy vengeance to have stayd. 

XV. 
Like as a puttocke ^ having spyde in sight 
A gentle £iulcon sitting on an hiU, 
Whose other wing, now made unmeete for flight, 
Was lately hndien by some fintune ill ; 
The fimlish kyte, led with licentious will, 
Doth beat upon the gentle bird in vaine. 
With many idle stoups her troubling still : 
Even so did Radigund with bootlesse paine 
Annoy this noble Knight, and sorely him oonstraine. 

XVI. 
Nou^t could he do but shun the dred despight^ 
Of her fieree wrath, and backward still retyre ; 
And with his smgle shield, well as he might, 
Beare off the burden of her ragbg yre ; 
And evermore he gently did desyre 
To stay her strokes, and he himselfe would yield: 
Tet nould ^ she hearke, ne let him once respyre, 
Till he to her delivered had his shield, 
And to her meicie him submitted m plame field. 

xvn. 
So was he overcome, not overcome ; 
But to her yeelded of his owne acccxd ; 
Tet was he iustly damned ^ by the doome 
Of his owne mouth, that spake so warelesse^ word, 



1 Puttoeksj kite. « DmrnmU, i 

' Despigkt, Tioknoe, injmy. * IForalecfe, nnwaiy. 

* JVM^ would Bot. 



TVl.Z.'-mMringUMM.] With noUuBg bat hit ilikld. Helnd 
thrown •mmj his iword. 
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To be her thrall and service her afibrd : 
For though that he first victorie obtayned, 
Tet after, by abandonmg his sword. 
He wilfbll lost that he before attayned: 

No fayrer conquest then ^ that with goodwill is gayned* 
XVIII. 
Tho^ with her sword on him she flatling' strooke. 
In signe of true subiection to her powre, 
And as her vassall him to thraldome tooke : 
But Terpine, home t' a more unhappy howre, 
As he on whom the lucklesse starres did lowre, 
She causd to be attacht^ and forthwith led 
Unto the crooke,^ t' abide the balefull stowie* 
From which he lately had through reskew fled: 

Where he foil shamefully was hanged by the bed. 

XIX. 
But, when they thought on Talus hands to lay, 
He with his yron flaile amongst them thondred. 
That they were fayne "^ to let him scape away, 
Glad from his companie to be so sondred ; 
Whose presence all their troups so much encombred. 
That th' heapes of those which he did wound and slay, 
Besides the rest dismayd, might not be nombred : 
Tet all that while he would not once assay 

To reskew his owne Lord, but thought it iust t' obay. 

XX. 
Then tooke the Amazon this noble Knight, 
Left to her will by his owne wilful! blame. 
And caused him to be disarmed quight 

> Tkm^ than. • CrooU, gibbet 

' ThOf then. • Stoiora, penl. 

* Fladmg^ with the flat tide. ^ JPayM, glad. 
« AUaektf aeized. 
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Of all the ornaments of knightly name. 
With which whylome^ he gotten had great &me: 
Instead whereof she made him to be dight ^ 
In womans weedes,' that is to manhood shame. 
And put before his lap an apron white. 

Instead of curiets ^ and bases ^ fit for fight. 

XXI. 
So being clad she brought him from the field. 
In which he had bene trayned many a day, 
Into a long large chamber, which was sield 
With moniments of many Knights decay 
By her subdewed in victorious fiay : 
Amongst the which she caus'd his warlike aimes 
Be hang'd on high, that mote his shame bewray ; 
And broke his sword for feare of fiirther harmes. 

With which he wont to stirre up battailous alarmes. 

XXII. 
There entred in he round about him saw 
Many brave Knights whose names right well he knew. 
There bound t' obay that Amazons proud law. 
Spinning and carding all in comely rew,^ 
That his bigge hart loth'd so uncomely vew : 
But they were forst, through penurie and pyne. 
To doe those workes to them appointed dew'' : 
For nought was given them to sup or dyne. 

But what thdr hands could eame by twisting linnen twyne. 

> WkyUmBy fonnerlj. * BauSy (boM, Fr.,) aimor for tbo legs. 

' Dighi, dressed. * Aeto, row. 

* WudtMj dress. ^ i>eio, dulj. 

^ CurieU, cuirasses, breastplates. 



XXI. 3.^Sidd.] Ceiled. The walls were coyered with them. 

XXII. 6. — Penurie and jnfHe.] Penurie here means want of food, 
and pyne the state to which thej were consequently reduced. 
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xxin. 
Amoogst them all she placed him most law. 
And m his hand a distalSe to him gave. 
That be thereon should spm both flax and tow ; 
A sordid office for a mmd so brave: 
So hard it is to be a Womans slave! 
Tet he it tooke m his owne selfes despight, 
And thereto did himselfe right well behave 
Her to obay, sith ^ he his fiuth had plight 
Her vassall to become, if she him wonne in fight. 

XXIV. 
Who had him scene, imagine mote thereby 
That^ whykune^ hath of Hercules bene told, 
How for lolas sake he did apply 
His mightie hands the distafie vile to hold 
For lus huge club, which had subdew'd of old 
So many monsters which the world annoyed ; 
His lyons skm chaungd to a pall ^ of gold, 
In which, forgetting warres, he onely ioyed 
In combats of sweet love, and with his mistresse toyed. 

XXV. 
Such is the cnieltie of womenkynd, 
When they have shaken off the shamefest band. 
With which wise nature did them strongly bynd 
17 obay the beasts ^ of mans well*ruling hand» 
That then all rule and reason they withstand 
To purchase a licentious liberde : 
But vertuous women wisely understand, 

1 SUk, since. « PaU, (poUttcm, Lai.,) cloak. 

* Thatf that which. * Heasts, behests, oommanda. 

' Whylame, fonneTly. 



XXIV. Z.^ lolas sake,] This ahoold be Omphale'a. 
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That they were borne to base ^ humilitie, 
Unlesse the heavens them lift to lawfiill soveraintie. 
XXVI. 
Thus there long whOe continued Artegall, 
S^rvmg proud Radigund with true subiectiOD : 
However it his noble hart did gall 
T' obay a womans tyrannous direction, 
That might have had of life or death election : 
But, having chosen, now he might not chaunge. 
During which dme the warlike Amazon, 
Whose wandring fancie after lust did raunge, 
Gran cast a secret liking to this Captive straunge. 

xxvn. 

Which long concealing in her covert brest, 
She chawed the cud of lovers carefull plight ; 
Yet could it not so thoroughly digest, 
Being fast fixed m her wounded spright, 
But it tormented her both day and night: 
Yet would she not thereto yeeld finee accord 
To serve the lowly vassall of her might, 
And of her servant make her soverayne lord : 
So great her pride that she such basenesse much abhonL 
xxvm. 
So much the greater still her angubh grew, 
Through stubbome handling of her love-«icke hart ; 
And still the more she strove it to subdew. 
The more she still augmented her owne smart, 

* Base^ low, hamble. 



XXV. ^.— Utdesie the keavau, &c.] "Thii line wis imerted on 
•oeoont of Queen Eliiabeth." — Joktir. 
XXVll. 1.— /n her eottri 6rwf.] Covertly or leeretly in her famet 
25* 
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And wyder made the wound of th' hidden dart. 
At last, when long she struggled had m vabe, 
She gan to stoupe, and her proud mind convert 
To meeke obeysaunce of Loves mightie raine/ 

And him entreat for grace that had procur'd ^ her paina 
XXIX. 
Unto herselfe in secret she did call 
Her nearest handmayd, whom she most did trust, 
And to her said ; " Clarinda, whom of all 
I trust alive, sith^ I thee fostred first ; 
Now is the time that I untimely * must 
Thereof make tiyall, in my greatest need ! 
It is so hapned that the heavens uniust, 
Spighting my happie fi:eedome, have agreed 

To thrall my looser life, or my last bale * to breed." 

XXX. 
With that she tum'd her head, as halfe abashed, 
To hide the blush which m her visage rose 
And through her eyes like sudden lightning flashed. 
Decking her cheeke with a vermilion rose : 
But soone she did her countenance compose, 
And, to her turning, thus began againe ; 
''This griefes deepe wound I would to thee disclose, 
Thereto compelled through hart-murdring paine ; 

But dread of shame my doubtfuU lips doth sull restraine." 
XXXI. 
'' Ah ! my deare Dread," ^ sayd then the fearefiill Mayd, 

> Rainef reign. * Untimdy, unfbrtanaiely. 

' Procured, occasioDed. * BaUy mischief, ruin. 

' Si(A, since. * Dread, object of reference. 



XXIX. 9.^ To thraU my looser Itfe.} To bring my free life mto 
rabjection. 
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^ Can dread of ought your dreadlesse hart withhold. 
That many hath with dread of death dismayd. 
And dare even Deathes most dreadfiill &ce behold? 
Say on, my soverayne Ladie, and be bold : 
Doth not your handmayds life at your fix>t lie? " 
Therewith much comforted she gan unfold 
The cause of her conceived maladie ; 

As one that would confesse, yet fame woiOd it denie. 
XXXII. 
"Clarin," sayd she, " thou seest yond ' Fayiy Knight, 
Whom not my valour, but his owne brave mind 
Subiected hath to my unequall might ! 
What right is it, that he should thraldome find 
For lending life to me a wretch unldnd, 
That for such good him recompence with ill ! 
Therefore I cast^ how I may him unbind, 
And by his freedome got his free goodwill ; 

Tet so, as bound to me he may continue still : 
XXXIII. 
** Bound unto me ; but not with such bard bands 
Of strong compulaon and streight ^ violence. 
As now in miserable state he stands ; 
But with sweet love and sure benevolence, 
Voide of malitious mind or foule offence : 
To which if thou canst win him any way 
Without discoverie of my thoughts pretence. 
Both goodly meede of him it purchase ^ may, 

And eke with gratefull service me right well apay. 
XXXIV. 
** Which that thou majrst the better bring to pass, 
Loe ! here this ring, which shall thy warrant bee 

> Yond, jonder. > Strdght, itriet 

* Gift, tm oontriTing. * JNovAam, pnean. 
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And token true to old Eumenias, 
From time to time, when thou it best shalt see^ 
That in and out thou mayst have passage free. 
Goe now, Clarinda; well thy wits advise, 
And all thy fixces gather unto thee, 
Annies of lovely lookes, and speeches wise, 

With which thou canst even love himsdfe to love eDtise." 
XXXV. 
The tnistie M ayd, conceiving her intent. 
Did with sure promise of her good endeavour 
Give her great comfort and some harts content : 
So from her parUng she thenceforth did labour, 
By all the meaues she might, to cuny &vour 
With th' E16n Knight, her Ladies best bdoved: 
With daily shew of courteous kind behaviour. 
Even at the marice-white of his hart she roved, 

And with wide-glauncing words one day she thus him proved : 
XXXVL 
'^ Unhappie Knight, upon whose hopelesse state 
Fortune, envying good, hath felly frowned, 
And cruell heavens have heapt an heavy &te ; 
I rew ^ that thus thy better dayes are drowned 
In sad despaire, and all thy senses swowned 
In stupid sorrow, sith ^ thy iuster merit 
Might else have with felicitie bene crowned : 
Looke up at last, and wake thy dulled spirit 

To thinke how this long ^ death thou mightest dianherit I " 

^ ReWf lament. ' SUh, since. ' J^^i^f^t lingering. 



XXXV. 8. — jEoen at the marke-vhite of his hart Mke tOMti] She 
■hot, with a kind of arrow called a nwcr, at the white mark of his 
heart, or the middle of his heart. 

XXX VI. 9. ^ Ditmkent.} Disinherit death, that is, depriTe him of 
an expected ] 
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XXXVIL 
Much did he marvell at her uncouth^ speftch. 
Whose hidden drift he could not weU peiceive; 
And gan to doubt' least' she him sought t' appeach^ 
Of treason, or some guilefiill traine ^ did weave, 
Through which she might his wretched life bereave : 
Both which to bane he with this answere met her ; 
" Faire Damzell, that with mth,' as I perceave, 
Of my mishaps art mov'd to wish me better, 
For such your kind regard I can but rest your detter. 

xxxvm. 
'^ Tet weet'' ye well, that to a courage great 
It is no lesse beseeming well to beare 
The stonne of fortunes frowne or heavens threat, 
Then ® in the sunshine of her countenance cleare 
Hmely to ioy and canrie ccMnely cheare : 
For though this cloud have now me overcast, 
Tet doe I not of better times despeyre ; 
And though (unlike) they should for ever last, 
Tet in my truthes assurance I rest fixed 6st'' 
XXXIX. 
''But what so stonie minde," she then replyde, 
'' But if m his owne powre occasion lay. 
Would to his hope a windowe open wyde. 
And to his fortunes helpe make readie way ? " 
" Unworthy sure," quoth he, " of better day, 
That will not take the ofier of good hope, 

> Uncouth, ^tnxkge. * TVome, artifiee. 

* Douk, fear. * Ruik, pity. 

' Leasiy lest. ^ Weet, know. 

* ^ppeackj accuse. * Then, than. 



XXXVIII. S,^ Unlike.^ Which is not likely. «They/' in the 
Mine line, lefen to ** fbrtunet frowne " and ** hMvens threat." 
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And eke piinewy if he ottame it may." 
Which speeches she applymg to the scope 

of her intent, this further purpose to him shope: 

XL. 
** Then why doest not, tiiou ill-advized man, 
Make meanes to win thy liberde forlome,^ 
And try if thou by fidre entreatie can 
Move Radigund ? who though she still have wome* 
Her dayes in waire, yet (weet^ thou) was not home 
Of beaies and tygres, nor so salvage mynded 
As that, albe^ all love of men she scome. 
She yet forgets that she of mea was kynded ^ : 

And sooth oft scene that proudest harts base love hath 
blynded." 

XLI. 
'^ Certes,^ Clarinda, not of cancred will,'' 
Sayd he, '^ nor obstinate disdainefiiU mind, 
I have forbore this duetie to fulfill : 
For well I may this weene, by that I fynd. 
That she a Queene, and come of princely kynd. 
Both worthie is for to be sewd unto, 
Chiefely by him whose life her law doth bynd. 
And eke of powre her owne doome to undo. 

And als' of princely grace to be inclyn'd thereto. 
XLII. 
'^ But want of meanes hath beoe mine onely let^ 

> Forlorne, lort. * Kynded, begotten. 

' IForiM, spent * Certef, certainly. 

' Weet, know. "* Let, hindermnoe. 
* JUbcjtlihough, 



XXXIX. 9. — TTus further pwpose to him akope,] Shaped or fiamed 
this fiirther discoorse to him. 
XL.9.~'Atid»ootkoftseeiu.2 And truly it is often seen. 
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Fiom seekbg iayour where it doth abound ; 
Which if I might by your good office get, 
I to yoursdfe should rest fiur ever bound, 
And ready to deserve what grace I found." 
She feeimg him thus bite upcm the bayt, 
Tet doubting least ' his hold was but unsound 
And not well fiistened, would not strike him strayt, 

But drew him on with hope, fit leasure to awayt. 
XLIII. 
But foolish Mayd, whyles heedlesse of the hooke 
She thus oft-times was beating o£F and on. 
Through slipperie fix>ting fell mto the brooke. 
And there was caught to her confusion : 
For, seeking thus to salve ^ the Amazon, 
She wounded was with her deceipts owne dart, 
And gan thenceforth to cast affection. 
Concaved close m her beguiled hart. 

To Artegall, through pittie of his causelesse smart 

XLIV, 
Tet durst she not disclose her fancies wound, 
Ne to himselfe, for doubt of bemg sdayned,^ 
Ne yet to any other wight on ground, 
For feare her mistresse shold have knowledge gayned ; 
But to herselfe it secretiy retayned 
Within the closet of her covert brest : 
The more thereby her tender hart was payned: 
Yet to awayt fit time she weened best, 

And fairely did dissemble her sad thoughts unrest. 

XLV. 
One day her Ladie, caUing her apart, 
Gan to demaund of her some tydings good, 

> LmjC, l0rt. > Salm, heal. > &toyiMrf, diadained. 
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Touchmg her Iovbs siiocesse, her Imgiing smart: 
Thwewith she gan at first lo change her mood, 
As one adaVd/ and halfe oonfiised slood ; 
But quickly she it oferpast, so sooiie 
As she her &ce had wjrpt to ftesh^ her blood : 
Tho^ gan she tell her all that she had donne. 

And all the wayes she sought his love ton to have wome: 
XLVI. 
But sayd, that he was obstinate and st^ne, 
Scorning her offeis and conditions vaine ; 
Ne would be tdught with any termes to lecne 
So fond a lesson as to love againe : 
Die rather would he m penurious paine, 
And his abridged dayes in dolour wast, 
Then^ his Foes love ot likmg ^tertaine : 
His resolution was, both first and last, 

SRi bodie was her thraU, his hart was freefy fibuL 
XLvn. 
Which when the cruell Amazon perceived. 
She gan to storme, and rage, and rend her gall, 
For veiy fell despight, which she conceived. 
To be so scorned of a base-home thrall, 
Whose life did lie m her least eye-lids M ; 
Of which she vow'd with many a cuised threat, 
That she therefore would him ere long forstalL^ 
Nathlesse, when calmed was her furious heat, 

She changM that threatfiiU mood, and mildly gan entreat: 
XLVIII. 
^^ What now is left, Clarinda ? what remaines. 
That we may compasse this our enterprise ? 

> Adaw% terrified. * Ikai, than. 

* Fresh, refresh. * FarttaU, depim. 

* 7%o,tbeii. 



C; Y. THS FABBIB ^UBENX* 301 

Great shame to looe ao long employed pabeSi 
And greater shame t' abide so great misprize*^ 
With which he dares our oflte thus despise ; 
Yet that his guilt the greater may appeare. 
And more my gratious mercie by this wize, 
I will awhile with his first folly beare, 
1111 thou have tride agame, and tempted him more neare. 

XLIX. 
*^ Say and do all that may thereto prevaile ; 
Leave nought unpromist that may him perswade, 
life, fi:eedomey grace, and gifts of great availe. 
With which the gods themselves are mylder made . 
Thereto adde art, even womens witty trade, 
The art of mightie words that men can cbarme ; 
With which b case thou canst him not bvade, 
Let him fiaele hardnesse of thy heavy aime : [hanne* 

Who will not stoupe with good shall be made stoupe with 

L. 
** Some of his diet doe bxn him withdraw ; 
For I him find to be too proudly fed : 
Give him mote labour, and with streighter^ law, 
That he with woike may be forwearied ^ : 
Let him lodge hard, and lie b strawen bed, 
That may pull downe the courage of his pride ; 
And lay upon him, for his greater dread. 
Cold yron chabes with which let him be tide; 

And let, whatever he desires, be him denide. 

LI. 
« Wbtti thou hast all thb doen, then bring me newes 
Of his demeane ^ ; thenceforth not like a lover, 

1 Mtsprixef eontompt. ' Forwearied, utterly wevied. 

* Streigkter, stricter. * Demeane^ demeanor, conduet 

VOL. ui. 26 



THE FAXBU ^UEEHX. B. ▼• 



But like a lebell stout, I will him use: 
For I resolve this siege not to give over. 
Till I the conquest of my wiU recover." 
So she departed full of griefe and sdaine,^ 
Which inly did to great impatience move her: 
But the false Mayden shortly tum'd againe 

Unto the prison, where her hart did thrall remaine. 
LII. 
There all her subtill nets she did unfold. 
And aU the engins of her wit display ; 
In which she meant him warelesse ^ to enfold. 
And of his innocence to make her pray. 
So cunningly she wrought her craits assay, 
That both her Ladie, and herselfe withall. 
And eke the Knight attonce she did betray ; 
But most the Knight, whom she with guilefiill call 

Did cast ^ for to aUure, mto her trap to fall. 
LIII. 
As a bad nurse, which, fayning to receive 
In her owne mouth the food ment for her chyld, 
Withholdes it to herselfe, and doeth deceive 
The mfant, so for want of nourture spoyld ; 
Even so Clarinda her owne Dame beguyld, 
And tum'd the trust, which was in her afl^de,^ 
To feeding of her private fire, which boyld 
Her inward brest, and in her entrayles fiyde, 

The more that she it sought to cover and to hyde. 
LIV. 
For, comming to this Knight, she purpose^ fiiyned, 
How earnest suit she earst ^ for him had made 

> Sdainef disdain. * ^Jfjfds, intnuted, lepoced. 

' WareUssef unwary. * Purposej diBcoone. 

' Qui, purpose, contrive. * Earst, before. 
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Unto her Queene, his fieedome to have gayned ; 
But by no meanes could her thereto perswade, 
But that instead thereof she stemely bade 
His miserie to be augmented more, 
And many yron bands on him to lade^ ; 
All which nathlesse she for his love forbore : 

So praying him t' accept her service evermore. 
LV. 
And, more then ^ that, she promist that she would, 
In case she might finde favour in his eye, 
Devize how to enlarge him out of hould.^ 
The Fajrrie, glad to gaine his libertie. 
Can yeeld great thankes for such her curtesie ; 
And with faire words, fit for the time and place, 
To feede the humour of her maladie, 
Promist, if she would free him from that case. 

He wold by all good means he might deserve such grace. 

LVI. 
So daily he faire semblant^ did her shew, 
Yet never meant he in his noble mind 
To his owne absent Love to be untrew : 
Ne ever did deceiptfiill Clarin find 
In her false hart his bondage to imbind ; 
But rather how she mote him faster tye. 
Therefore unto her Mistresse most unkind 
She daily told her love he did deiye ; 
And 1^ she told her Dame his fireedome did denye. 
LVII. 
Yet thus much finendship she to him did show. 
That his scarse diet somewhat was amended, 

^ Lade, loid. ' Hauldy hold, confinement. 

' T%m, than. * SemHant^ ■embUncei appeazmee. 
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And bis worke lessened, that his love mote grow: 
Yet to her Dame him still she discommended. 
That she with him mote be the more ofiended. 
Thus he long while in thraldome there lemayned^ 
Of both beloved well, but little friended ; 
Untill his owne true Love his fieedome gayned : 
Which in another Canto will be best contayned. 
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CANTO VI. 

Talas brings newes to Britomart 

Of Artegals mishap: 
She goes to seeke him ; Dolon meetei, 
^ Who seekes her to entrap. 

I. 
SoMK men, I wote,^ will deeme m ArtegaQ 
Great weaknesse, and report of him much ill, 
For yeelding so hiinselfe a wretched thrall 
To th' insolent commaund of Womens will ; 
That all his former praise doth fowly spill ^: 
But he the man, that say or doe so dare, 
Be well adviz'd that he stand stedfest still ; 
For never yet was wight so well aware, 

But he at fint or last was trapt in Womens snare. 
II. 
Yet in the streightnesse^ of that captive state 
This gende Knight himselfe so well behaved, 
That notwithstanding all the subtill bait, 
With which those Amazons his love still craved, 
To his owne Love his loialtie he saved : 
Whose character^ in th' adamantine mould 
Of his true hart so firmely was engraved, 
That no new Loves impression ever could 

Bereave it thence: such blot hb honour blemish should. 

> fTotc, know. * atrtighJhuM9€j ftrietnew. 

* SpiUf fpoil. ^ Ckaro^UT^ image. 
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m. 
Yet his owne Love, the noble Britomart, 
Scarse so coaceived io her iealous thought, 
What time sad tydings of his balefiiU smart 
In Womans bondage Talus to her brought ; 
Brought in untimely houre, ere it was sought : 
For, after that the utmost date assynde 
For his retume she waited had for nought. 
She gan to cast in her misdoubtfiill mynde 

A thousand feares, that love-sicke fancies fidne^ to fynde. 
IV. 
Sometime she feared least ^ some hard mishap 
Had him misfalne b his adventurous quest' ; 
Sometime least his false foe did him entrap 
In traytrous traine,^ or had unwares opprest ; 
But most she did her troubled m3md molest, 
And secredy afflict with iealous feare, 
Least some new Love had him from her possest ; 
Yet loth she was, since she no ill did heare. 

To thinke of him so iU ; yet could she not forbeare. 
V. 
One while she blam'd herselfe ; another whyle 
She him condemn'd as trustlesse and untrew : 
And then, her griefe with errour to beguyle. 
She fayn'd to count the time againe anew. 
As if before she had not counted trew : 
For houres, but dayes ; for weekes that passed weie, 

' Fainej are inclined. ' Questj punnit, ezpedition. 

* Leastf lest. * Traincy artifice. 



III. 6. — The utmost date atsynde.'] When Artegal and Britomirt 
separated, be promiBed to retom at the end of three months. See 
book IV. canto VI. stanza XLIU. 

V. 6.— iWAoKTM, &c.] *< So in all the editions. The words in 
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She told but moneths, to make them seome more few : 
Yet, when she reckned them still drawing neare. 

Each hour did seeme a moneth, and every moneth a yeare. 

VI. 
But, whenas yet she saw him not retume, 
She thought to send some one to seeke him out ; 
But none she found so fit to serve that tume, 
As her owne selfe, to ease herselfe of dout. 
Now she deviz'd, amongst the warlike rout 
Of errant Knights, to seeke her errant Knight ; 
And then againe resolvM to hunt him out 
Amongst loose Ladies lapped in delight : 

And then both Knights envide, and Ladies eke did spight.^ 

VII. 
One day whenas she long had sought for ease 
In every place, and every place thought best, 
Yet found no place that could her likbg please, 
She to a window came, that opened west. 
Towards which coast her Love his way addrest : 
There looking forth shee in her heart did find 
Many vain fancies working her unrest ; 
And sent her winged thoughts more swift then^ wmd 

To beare unto her Love the message of her mind. 

* Spighi^ feel a spite a^nst. ' T%eny than. 



this and the following line are plainly transposed by the miitake of 
the printer. The sense requires that we should read — 

* For dayes but koures ; for tnoneths that passed were 
She told but toukea.* " — Church. 

Artegal had not returned at the end of three months, as he had agreed 
to ; and the poet represents Britonuut as washing to delude herself into 
a belief that he had not really been gone so long. 

VII. 4. — Thai opened loesf.] "Ireland lies to the west of Eng- 
land." — Church. 
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vm. 
There as she looked long, at last she sjnde 
One comming towards her with hasty speede ; 
Well weend she then, ere him she plaine descride. 
That it was one sent bom her I^ve indeede ; 
Who when he nigh approacht, shee mote arede ^ 
That it was Talus, Artegall his Groome: 
Whereat her hart was fild with hope and drede ; 
Ne would she stay till he in place could come, 

But ran to meete him forth to know his tidings somme. 
IX. 
Even in the dore him meeting, she begun ; 
** And where is he thy Lord, and how far hence? 
Declare at once : and hath he lost or wun ? " 
The Yron Man, albe^ he wanted sence 
And soiTowes feeling, yet, with conscience 
Of his ill newes, did inly chill and quake, 
And stood still mute, as one in great suspence ; 
As if that by his silence he would make 

Her rather leade his meaning then ^ himselfe it spake. 
X. 
Till she againe thus sayd ; << Talus, be bold, 
And tell whatever it be, good or bad. 
That from thy tongue thy hearts intent doth hold." 
To whom he thus at length ; " The tidmgs sad. 
That I would hide, wiU needs I see be rad.^ 
My Lord (your Love) by hard mishap doth lie 

* Aredtf perceive. ' Then, than. 

* AiAe, althongh. * Bad, read, pereehred. 



VIll. 6. — ^rtegaU Au.] Artegal's. 

VIII. 9.^^ His tidings joHtme.] The sum or rabstanoe of bu 
tidiiiffa- 
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In wretched bondage, wofully bestad.^ " 

" Ay me," quoth she, " what wicked desdnie ! 

And is he vanquisht by his tyrant enemy ? " 
XI. 
" Not by that Tyrant, his mtended foe ; 
But by a Tyrannesse," he then replide, 
'' That him captived hath m haplesse woe." 
" Cease thou, bad newes-man ; badly doest thou hide 
Thy Maisters shame, in hailots bondage tide ; 
The rest myselfe too readily can spell." 
With that in rage she tum'd from him aade, 
Forcing in vaine the rest to her to tell ; 

And to her chamber went like solitary cell. 
XII. 
There she began to make her moanefull plaint 
Against her Knight for being so untrew ; 
And him to touch with fidshoods fowle attamt. 
That all his other honour overthrew. 
Oft did she blame herselfe, and often rew,^ 
For yeelding to a straungers love so light, 
Whose life and manners straunge she never knew ; 
And evennore she did him sharpely twigfat ^ 

For breach of feith to her, which he had firmely plight 
XIII. 
And then she in her wrathfull will did cast 
How to revenge that blot of honour blent,* 
To fight with him, and goodly die her last : 
And then againe she did herselfe torment. 
Inflicting on herselfe his punishment. 

> B€Stadf aitoftted. * Tufigki, twit, npbnid. 

' lUw, lament. * BUnty stuned. 



XI. l.-.Atefty(*«t lyMtf.] Orantoito. 
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Awh3e she walkt, and chauft ; awhSe she threw 
Herselfe uppon her bed, and did lament : 
Yet did she not lament with loude alew,^ 

As women wont, but with deepe sighes and singulfi^ fisw. 
XIV. 
like as a wayward childe, whose sounder sleepe 
Is broken with some fearefiiU dreames affiight, 
With fioward will doth set himselTe to weepe, 
Ne can be sUld for all his nurses might, 
But kicks, and squals, and shriekes for fell despight; 
Now scratching her, and her loose locks misusing, 
Now seeking darkenesse, and now seeking lig^t. 
Then craving sucke, and then the sucke refiismg: 

Such was this Ladies 6t in her Loves fond accusing. 
XV. 
But when she had with such unquiet fits 
Herself there close afflicted long in vame, 
Yet found no easement in her troubled wits. 
She unto Talus forth retum'd againe. 
By change of place seeking to ease her paine ; 
And gan enquire of him with mylder mood 
The certame cause of Artegals detaine,^ 
And what he did, and in what state he stood, 

And whether he did woo, or whether he were woo*d. 
XVI. 
" Ah well awajr ! " sayd then the Yron Man, 
" That he is not the while in state to woo ; 
But lies in wretched thraldome, weake and wan. 
Not by strong hand compelled thereunto. 
But his owne doome, that none can now undoo." 
" Sayd I not then," quoth she, " ere-while aright, 

* JiUw, outcry. ' SingylfSf {singvUms^ L>t.») >obB. 

' Detame, detention. 
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That thb is thmge compacte betwixt you two 
Me to deceive of faith unto me plight, 

Since that he was not forst, nor overccxne m fight?" 
XVII. 
With that he gan at large to her dilate 
The whole discourse of his captivance sad, 
In sort as ye have heard the same of late : 
All which when she witli hard enduraunce had 
Heard to the end, she was right sore bestad,^ 
With sodaine stounds ^ of wrath and griefe attone ' ; 
Ne would abide, till she had aunswere made ; 
But streight herselfe did dight,^ and armor don,^ 

And mounting to her steede bad Talus guide her on. 
XVIII. 
So forth she rode uppon her ready way, 
To seeke her Knight, as Talus her did guide : 
Sadly she rode, and never word did say 
Nor good nor bad, ne ever lookt aside, 
But still right downe ; and m her thought did hide 
The felnesse of her heart, right iiilly bent 
To fierce avengement of that womans pride, 
Which had her Lord in her base prison pent, 

And so great honour with so fowle reproch had blent.* 
XIX. 
So as she thus melancholicke did ride, 
Chawing the cud of griefe and inward pame. 
She chaunst to meete toward the even-tide 
A Knight, that softly paced on the plaine, 
As if hiroselfe to solace he were fame ^ ; 

> Bettady betiead, f itaated. * Hon, do on, pat on. 

■ Sttnmds^ aaMalts. * BletU, itained. 

* AtUnu, at once. "* FaUu, glad. 

* Digktf ptepie. 
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Well shot ^ ID yeans be seem'd, and lather bent 
To peace tben^ needlesse trouble to coostiaine; 
As well by view of that his vestiment. 

As by his modest semblant,^ that no evill meot 

XX. 
He comming neare gan gently her salute 
With curteous words, in the most comely wize; 
Who though desirous rather to rest mute. 
Then termes to entertaine of common guize, 
Yet rather thea^ she kindnesse would despise. 
She would herselfe displease, so him requite. 
Then gan the oth^ further to devize 
Of things abrode, as next to hand did light, 

And many things demaund, to which she aunswer'd light: 

XXI. 
For little lust^ had she to talke of ought, 
Or ought to heare that mote delightfiill bee ; 
Her minde was whde possessed of one thought, 
That gave none other place. Which when as bee 
By outward signes (as well he might) did see, 
He list no lenger to use lothfiill speach, 
But her besought to take it well in gree,^ 
Sith^ shady dampe had dimd the heavens reach,'' 

To lodge with him that night, unles good cause empeach.^ 
XXII. 
The Championesse, now seeing night at dore,* 
Was glad to yeeld unto his good request ; 
And with him went without gaine-saying more. 
Not iarre away, but little wide by west, 

> WtU sk&ty weU adyanced. • SUk^ tince. 

* TTUn, than. 7 Readif extent 

' SembUuU, temblanoe, appearance. " Empeaek, prerent. 

* lAutf inclination. * Jit dore, aft kand. 

* M gree^ in liking. 
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Hjs dwellmg was, to which he him addrest ^ ; 
Where Boone airiving diey received were 
In seemely ' wise, as them beseemed best ; 
For he their Host them goodly well did cheaie, 

And talk't of pleasant things the night away to weare. 
XXIII. 
Thus passmg th' evening well, till time of rest, 
Then Britomart unto a bowre ' was brought ; 
Where groomes * awayted her to have undiest : 
But she ne would undressed be for ought, 
Ne doffe^ her armes, though he her much besought: 
For she had vow'd, she sayd, not to fiu^go 
Those warlike weedes,^ till she revenge had wiouf^ 
Of a late wrong uppon a mortall Ibe ; 

Which she would sure peribmie betide her wele or wo. 
XXIV. 
Which when their Host perceived, right discontent 
In minde he grew, finr feare least^ by that art^ 
He should his purpose misse, which close ' he ment : 
Yet taking leave of her he did depart : 
There all that night remained Britomart, 
Resdesse, recomfordesse,^" with heart deepe-grieved, 
Not suffering the least twinckling sleepe to start 
Into her eye, which th' heart mote have relieved ; 

But if the least appeared, her eyes she streight ^ reprieved ^ ; 

> Him addrtsty directed his coane. ^ Ltast, lest. 

* Sumdy, coorteoiU) hospitable. * Art^ means. 

' Bawrtj chamber. ' Clost^ aecretly. 

^ Groomei, aerranta. ^ JKeeonifiMltMse, without eomfort 

* Dofe, do off, pttt off. >> Streight, atricUj. 

* WeedeSy dreaa. " Reprieted, reproTed. 



XXni. 9.^BMiie her UfeU or too.] Whether good or ill aiioce« 
befeU her. 
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314 THE FAXBIS QUEENS. B. ▼• 

XXV. 

^ Te giultj eyes" sayd she, ^' the which with guyle 
My heart at first betrayd, will ye betray 
My life now too, for which a little whyle 
Ye will not watch ? false watches, well away ! 
I wote ^ when ye did watch both night and day 
Unto your losse ; and now needes wiU ye sleepe ? 
Now ye have made my heart to wake alway. 
Now will ye sleepe ? ah ! wake, and rather weepe 

To thinke of your nights want, that should yee waking keepe. 
XXVI. 
Thus did she watch, and weare the weary night 
In waylfiiU plaints, that none was to appease ; 
Now walking soft, now sitting still upright, 
As sundry chaunge her seemed best to ease. 
Ne lesse did Talus suffer sleepe to seaze 
His eye-lids sad, but watcht contmually. 
Lying without her dore m great disease ^ ; 
Like to a spaniell wayting carefully 

Least any should betray his Lady treacherously. 
XXVII. 
What time the native ^ belman of the night, 
The bird that warned Peter of his fall, 
First rings his silver bell t' each sleepy wight. 
That should their mindes up to devotion call. 
She heard a wondrous nobe below the hall ^ : 
All sodaindy the bed, where she should lie. 
By a false trap was let adowne to M 
Into a lower roorae, and by and by 

The loft was raysd agame, that no man could it spie. 



> WoUf know. ' Jfative, natural. 

' Disease, oneaaineM. * HaU, chamber. 
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XXVIII. 
with sight whereof she was dismayd right soie, 
Perceiving well the treason that was ment : 
Yet stirred not at all for doubt ^ of more, 
But kept her place with courage confident, 
Wayting what would ensue of that evenL 
It was not long before she heard the sound 
Of armed men comming with close intent 
Towards her chamber ; at which dreadfull stound * 

She quickly caught her sword, and shield about her bound. 
XXIX. 
With that there came unto her chamber dore 
Two Knights all anned ready for to fight ; 
And after them full many other more, 
A raskall rout,^ with weapons rudely dight^ : 
Whom soone as Talus spide by glims * of night, 
He started up, there where on ground he lay. 
And in his hand his thresher® ready keight ^ : 
They, seeing that, let drive at him streightway. 

And round about him preace ^ in riotous aray. 
XXX. 
But, soone as he began to lay about 
With hb rude yron flaile, they gan to flie, 
Both armed Knights and eke unarmed rout : 
Yet Talus after them apace did plie, 
Wherever in the darke he could them spie ; 
That here and there like scattred sheepe they lay. 
Then, backe returning where his Dame did lie. 



I DohM, fear. * Glims, glei 

' SUnmdf astoanding event. * T%resher, flail. 

* Raskall rout, base multitiide. "^ Keigkt, caught 

* JHght, prepared. • PreacBj preM. 
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He to her told the story of that fray, 
And all that traosoa there intended did bewray. 
XXXI. 
Wherewith thou^ wondrous wroth, and inly bunung 
To be avenged for so fowle a deede. 
Yet being foist t' abide the dtues retunung, 
She there remain'd ; but with right wary heede, 
Least ^ any more such practise should proceede. 
Now mote ye know (that which to Britomait 
Unknowen was) whence all this did proceede ; 
And for what cause so great mischievous smart 
Was ment to her that never eviU ment in bait. 

XXXII. 
The goodman ' of this house was Dolon bight' ; 

A man of subtill wit and wicked minde. 
That whilome ^ in his youth had bene a Knight, 
And armes had borne, but litde good could Gnde, 
And much lesse honour by that warlike kmde 
Of life : for he was nothing valorous, 
But with slie shiftes and wiles did undenninde 
All noble Sjiights, which were adventurous. 
And many brought to shame by treascHi treacherous. 
XXXIII. 
He had three sonnes, all three like fathers sonnes, 
like treacherous, like full of fraud and guile, 
Of all that on this earthly compasse wonnes ^ : 

> Leattjlent, * Whilome^ formerij, 

' Goodmafif raairter. * Wonnes^ dwelb. 

' H^At, called. 



XXXII. l.—Z>o2o».] This word is derived from the Qieek,tiKl 
signifies a dueiver, 

XXXIII. l.-^M three Uke fathers joimeff.] Three mam att like 
their faUier. 
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The eldest of the which was slame erewhile ^ 
By Artegall, through his owne guHty w3e ; 
His name was Guizor ; whose untiinelj &te 
For to ayeDge, fiiU many treasons vile 
His fiither Dolon had deviz'd of late 

With these his wicked sons, and shewd his cankred bate. 
XXXIV. 
For sure he weend that this his present guest 
Was Artegall, by many tokens plaine ; 
But chiefly by that Tron Page he ghest, 
Which still was wont with Artegall remune ; 
And therefore ment him surely to have slaine : 
But by Gods grace, and her good heedinesse,^ 
She was preserved from their trajrtrous traine.' 
Thus she all night wore out in watchfiilnesse, 

Ne suflSred sbthiull sleepe her eyelids to oppresse. 
XXXV. 
The morrow next, so soone as dawning houre 
Discovered had the light to living eye. 
She forth yssew'd out of her loathed bowre,^ 
With fall intent t' avenge that villany 
On that vilde man and all hb femily : 
And, comming down to seeke them where they wond,' 
Nor sire, nor sonnes, nor any could she spie ; 
Each rowme she sought, but them all empty fond : 

They all were fled for feare ; but whether,® nether kond. 

^ ErewhiUy a while before. * Bowre, cliamber. 

* Hudiiussef heedfulneu. * Wond, dwelt. 

* TVotiw, deceit, artifice. ' Whether, whiiher. 



XXXIII. 6.— Hu name was Chtnor.] This was the ** groom of 
•vil gaiie," skin by Artegsl in the second can to. 
XXXV. 9. — JVetAer kond.] Neither she nor Talus knew. 
27» 



318 THE FAERIE QUEENS. .B. ▼• 

XXXVI. 

She saw it yaine to make there lenger^ stay, 
But tooke her steede ; and thereon mounting light 
Gan her addresse unto her ibnner way. 
She had not rid the mountenance of a flight. 
But that she saw there present in her sight 
Those two false brethren on that perillous bridge, 
On which PoUente with Artegall did fight. 
Streight ^ was the passage, like a ploughed ridge, 

That, if two met, the one mote needs fall o^er the lidge.' 
XXXVII. 
There they did thinke themselves on her to wreake: 
Who as she nigh unto them drew, the one 
These vile reproches gan unto her speake ; 
" Thou recreant false traytor, that with lone * 
Of armes hast knighthood stolne, yet Knight ait none, 
No more shall now the darkenesse of the night 
Defend thee from the vengeance of thy fone * : 
But with thy bloud thou shalt appease the spright 

Of Guizor by thee slaine and murdred by thy slight.'" 
XXXVIII. 
Strange were the words in Britomartis eare ; 
Yet stayd she not for them, but forward fared. 
Till to the perillous bridge she came ; and there 
Talus desir'd that he might have prepared 

> LengeTf longer. * Lone, loan, borrowing. 

' Strdghtf narrow. * Fone, foes. 

' Lidge^ ledge. ' Slight, art. 



XXXVI. 4. — T%e numntenance of a flight.] The distance of a bow- 
shot. 

XXXVI. 7.— On whi<^ PoUente^ &c.] See canto II. 

XXXVII. 2. — Who.] Church proposes to substitute " tho " [then] 
for " who." 
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The way to her, and those two losels ^ scared : 
But she thereat was wroth, that for despight 
The glauncing sparkles through her bever glared, 
And fiom her eies did flash out fiery light, 

Like coles that through a silver censer sparkled bright. 
XXXIX. 
She stayd not to advise which way to take ; 
But, putting spurres unto her fiery beast. 
Thorough the midst of them she way did make. 
The one of them, which most her wrath increast, 
Uppon her speare she bore before her breast, 
Till to the bridges further end she past ; 
Where ialling downe his challenge he releast : 
The other overside the bridge she cast 

Into the river, where he drunke his deadly last. 

XL. 
As when the flashing levin ^ haps to light 
Uppon two stubb(»ne oakes, which stand so neare 
That way betwixt them none appeares in sight ; 
The engin, fiercely flying forth, doth teare 
Th' one bom th' earth, and through the aire doth beare ; 
The other it with force doth overthrow 
Uppon one side, and from hb rootes doth reare : 
So did the Championesse those two there strow, 

And to their sire their carcasses left to bestow. 

* Loitb, woithlew fellows. ' Lttinj lightning. 
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CANTO VII. 

Britomart comes to Isis Church, 

Where shee strange visions f 
She fights with Radigond, her sUies^ 

And Artegali thence firees. 

I. 
Nought is on earth more sacred or divine, 
That gods and men doe equally adore, 
Then ^ this same Vertue that doth right define : 
For th' hevens themselves, whence mortal men implore 
Right in their wrongs, are rui'd by righteous lore 
Of highest love, who doth true iustice deale 
To his inferiour gods, and evermore 
Therewith containes ^ his heavenly coramonweale : 

The skill whereof to princes hearts he doth reveale. 

II. 
Well therefore did the antique world mvent 
That Justice was a god of soveraine grace, 
And altars unto him and temples lent. 
And heavenly honours in the highest place ; 
Calling him great Osyris, of the race 
Of th' old ^Egyptian kings that whylome ' were ; 
With fayned coloui-s shading^ a true case; 
For that Os)rris, whilest he lived here, 

The iustest man alive and truest did appeare. 

> TTben, than. * Whylomef foTmerlj. 

* ConUttMeSf restnins, governs. * Shading, shadowing forth. 
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m. 
His ynb was Us; whom thej likewise made 
A goddease of great powre and sovenunty) 
And m her person cunningly did shade ^ 
That part of lustice which is Equity, 
Whtnof I have to treat here presently : 
Unto whose Temple whenas Britomart 
Arrived, shee with great humility 
IMd enter in, ne would that night depart ; 

But Talus mote not be admitted to her part 
IV. 
There she received was in goodly wise 
Of many priests, which duely did attend 
Uppon the. rites and daily sacrifize, 
All clad in linnen robes with silver hemd ; 
And on their heads with long locks comely kemd' 
They wore rich mitres shaped like the moone, 
To shew that bis doth the moone portend ; 
like as Osyris signifies the sunne : 

For that they both like race in equall iustice lunne. 
V. 
The Championesse them greeting, as she oould,' 
Was thence by them into the Temple led ; 
Whose goodly building when she did beboold 
Bonie uppon stately pillours, all dispred 
With shining gold, and arched over bed. 



t 

* GraU, knew how. 



m. 9.— roAcrjPtfrt.] To Uie part where she was admitled. 

IV. 4. — ^U dtd im tmmm robtg, Ac] The Egyptian prieata wem 
clothed in linen lobea; bat their heada were ahaved, lw«h regolatioaa 
being preacribad by a regard to eleanlineaa. 
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She wondred at the wodonaiis passing skill. 
Whose like before she never saw nor red ; 
And thereuppon long while stood gazing still, 

But thought that she thereon could never gaze her filL 
VI. 
Thenceforth unto the Idoll ^ they her brought ; 
The which was framed all of silver fine, 
So well as could with cunning hand be wrought. 
And clothed all in garments made of line,' 
Hemd all about with finnge of silver twbe : 
Uppon her head she wore a crowne of gold ; 
To shew that she had powre in things divine : 
And at her feete a crocodile was rold. 

That with her wreathed taile her middle did enfold. 

VII. 

One foote was set uppcHi the crocodile, 
And on the ground the other fast did stand ; 
So meaning to suppresse both forged guile 
And open force : and in her other hand 
She stretched forth a long white sclender wand. 
Such was the goddesse : whom when Britomart 
Had long beheld, heiselfe uppon the land ^ 
She did prostrate, and with right humble hart 
Unto herselfe her silent prayers did impart. 
VIII. 
To which the Idoll ^ as it were inclining 
Her wand did move with amiable looke, 
By outward shew her inward sence deaning ^ : 
Who well perceivmg how her wand she shooke, 
It as a token of good fortune tooke. 

' JdoU, image. ' Land, ground^ or floor. 

* LmSf linen. * Dentdng^ ngnifying. 
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By this the day with dampe was overcasty 
And ioyous light the house of love foisooke : 
Which when she saw, her heknet she unlaste. 

And by the altars side herselfe to slumber plaste* 
IX. 
For other beds the priests there used none. 
But on their mother Earths deare lap did lie. 
And bake ^ their sides uppon the cold hard stone, 
T' enure themselves to sufferaunce thereby, 
And proud rebellious flesh to nx>rtify : 
For, by the vow of their religion, 
They tied were to stedfast chastity 
And continence of life ; that, all forgpn,' 

They mpte the better tend to their devotion. 
X, 
Therefine they mote not taste of fleshly fixxl, 
Ne feed on ought the which doth bloud containe, 
Ne drinke of wine ; for vnne they say is blood, 
Even the bloud of gyants, which were slaine 
By thundring love in the Phlegrean plame : 
For which the Earth (as they the story tell) 
Wroth with the gods, which to perpetuall paine 
Had damn'd^ her sonnes wliich gainst them did rebell, 

With inward griefe and malice did against them swell : 

I Balff harden. ' Forgcn^ entirely given up. 

' Damii*df condemned. 



X. 1. — JVbC teJto afJUMy food,] The prierts of leie were tDoiPBd 
to eel the flesh of all animals, except sheep and swine. 

X. 4. — BUmd qfgyanU, Slc.] ^ The Egyptian priests were next in 
dignity to the king ; they drank no wine until the time of Psammeti- 
ens, the last of the Phaimohs, esteeming it to have sprung fi»m th* 
blood of the giants.** — Baud rs*s Tratbls, pufUd 6y Uptor. 
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XI. 

And of their yitall bload, the whieh ww shed 
Into her pegaant bosome, forth she brought 
The firuitfull vine ; whose liquor blouddy rad| 
Having the mindes of men with iiiiy fiaught. 
Mote in them stirre up old rebellious thought 

' To make new waire against the gods agabe : 
Such is the powre of that same fruit, that nought 
The fell contagicHi may thereof restraine, 

Ne within reasons nile her madding mood oontaina. 

xn. 

There did the warlike maide herselfe repose, 
Under the wings of Isis all that night ; 
And with sweete rest her heavy eyes did dose, 
After that long daies toile and weary plight : 
Where whilest her earthly parts with soft deli^ 
Of sencelesse sleepe did deeply drowned lie, 
Th^e did appeare unto her heavenly spright 
A wondrous vision, which did close ^ implied 
The course of all her fi»tune and posteritie. 
XIII. 
Her seem'd, as she was doing sacrifiae 
To Isis, deckt with mitre on her bed 
And linnen stole ^ after those priestes guise, 
All sodainely she saw transfigured 
Her linnen stole to robe of scarlet red, 

> CbM, darkly, weraUy. ' impUe^ wrap op, enfold. 

> SUtU,nbe. 



B. T. 



XIII. 6,^Rohe of tearUt r«{.] ''<The sculet robe and crown of 
gold ' aio the dioM of the British kings and queens. The *■ tempest' 
and * ontragioos flames * imsge her troubles, which are put an end to 
by the crocodile, imaging Artegal." — Urroir. 
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And moaoe-like nutre to a crowne of gold ; 
That eTen she herselfe much wondered 
At such a chaunge, and ioyed to behold 

Heiselfe adom'd with gems and ieweb manifold. 
XIV. 
And, in the midst of her felicity, 
An hideous tempest seemed fiom below 
To rise through all the Temple sodainely, 
That flora the altar all about did blow 
The holy fire, and all the embers strow 
Uppon the ground ; which, kindled priyily, 
Into outragious flames unwares did grow, 
That all the Temple put in ieopardy 

Of flaming, and herselfe in great perplexity. 
XV. 
With that the crcxxxlile, which sleeping lay 
Under the Idols feete in feaielease bowrsy 
Seem'd to awake m horrible dismay, 
As being troubled with that stormy stowre ^ ; 
And ga{Hng greedy wide did streight devoure 
Both flames and tempest ; with which growen great, 
And swolne with pride of his owne peerelesse powre, 
He gan to threaten her likewise to eat ; 

But that the goddesse with her rod him backe did beat. 
XVI. 
Tho,^ turning all his pride lo humUesse meeke, 
Himselfe before her feete be lowly threw, 
And gan for grace and love of her to seeke : 
Which she accepting, he so neare her drew 
That of Us game she soooe enwombed grew. 
And forth did bring a lion of great might, 

* Stow^ aawnlt. ■ 3%0, tlMa. 

VOL. m. 28 
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That shortly did all other beasts subdew : 
With that she waked fiill of fearefiiU fright, 

And doubtfiilly dismayd through that so uncouth ^ sigfat 
XVII. 
So thereuppon long while she musing lay, 
With thousand thoughts feeding her fantasie ; 
Untill she spide the lampe of lightsome day 
Up-lifted in the porch of heaven hie : 
Then up she rose fraught with melancholy. 
And forth into the lower parts did pas, 
Whereas the priestes she found frill busily 
About their holy things fi>r morrow mas ^ ; 

Whom she saluting faire, faire resaluted was : 
XVIII. 
But, by the change of her unchearefrdl looke, 
They might perceive she was not well in plight, 
Or that some pensiveness to heart she tooke : 
Therefore thus one of them, who seem'd in sight 
To be the greatest and the gravest wight, 
To her bespake ; " Sir Knight, it seems to me 
That, thorough ^ evill rest of this last night. 
Or ai apayd * or much dismayd ye be ; 

That by your change of chear9 is easie for to see." 
XIX. 
" Certes,* " sayd she, " sith • ye so well have sjride 
The troublous passion of my pensive mind, 
I will not seeke the same from you to hide ; 
But will my cares unfolde, in hope to find 
Your aide to guide me out of enour blind." 
" Say on," quoth he, " the secret of your hart : 

> Uncouthf strange. * III apayd, ill at ease. 

' Magy mass, religions service. * Cartes, oertainlj. 
' Thorough, through. ' Siik, since. 
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For, by the holy vow which me doth bind, 
I am adiur'd ^ best counsell to impart 

To all that shall require my comfort m their smart/' 

XX. 
Then gan she to declare the whole discourse 
Of all that vision which to her appeard, 
As well as to her minde it had recourse.' 
All which when he unto the end had heard, 
like to a weake iaint-hearted man he &red ' 
Through great astonishment of that strange sight ; 
And, with long locks up-standing stifly, stared 
like one adawed * with some dreadfull spright : 

So fild with heavenly fiiry thus he her behight^; 

XXI. 
'^ Magnificke Virgin, that in quemt* disguise 
Of British annes doest maske thy royall blood, 
So to pursue a perillous emprize ^ ; 
How couldst thou weene, through that disguized hood,' 
To hide thy state from bemg understood ? 
Can from th' immortall gods ought hidden bee ? 
They do thy linage, and thy lordly brood, 
They doe thy Sire lamenting sore for thee. 

They doe thy Love forlonie in womens thraldoroe see. 

XXII. 
*' The end whereof, and all the long event. 
They do to thee in this same dreame discover: 
For that same crocodile dotli represent 
The righteous Knight that is thy faithfuU lover, 
Like to Osyns in all iust endever: 

1 ^diur'dt bound by oAth. * Bekighij iddreMed. 

' Had recourse f did recur. ' Quetitf, itrange. 

* Fared, acted, appeared. ^ Emprixe, enterprife. 

^ Adawedf orenwed. * IfoiMC, dreaa, generallj. 
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For that same ciooQcfile Osyria is. 
That under Isis feete doth sleepe for ever ; 
To she.^ Uutt olemanee^ oft, m things amis, 
Elestraines those steme behests and cniell doomes of his. 

XXUI. 
" That Ejiight shall all the tnxiUoos starmea a«iW9g» 
And raging flames, that many foes shall reaie^ 
To hinder thee fiom the iust heritage 
Of thy Sires crowne^ and from thy Countrey deaie : 
Then shalt thou take him to thy loved fere,^ 
And ioyne in equaU portion of thy reabne : 
And afterwards a sonne to him shalt beare, 
That lion4ike shall shew hi& powre e^treame. 
So blesse thee God, and give thee byance of thy dieame!'' 

XXIV. 
All which when she unto the end had heard, 
She much was eased in her troublous thought, 
AtOd on those priests bestowed rich reward ; 
And royall gifts of gold and silver wrought 
She for a present to their goddesse brought. 
Then taking leave of them she forward went 
To seeke her Love, where he was to be sought, 
Ne rested till she came without relent^ 
Unto the land of Amazons, as she was bent. 

XXV. 
Whereof when newes to Radigund was brought. 
Not with amaze, as women wonted bee. 
She was confused in her troublous thought ; 

1 Clemence, clemenej. ' Fere, companion, husband. 

' Rean^ ezeile. * Rdgnl, delay. 



XXIII. 8. — Bu paw extnameJ] Upton would read '* •uprmme ' 
for^eztre^me." 
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But fild with courage an4 wVk ioyous {^ee, 
As glad to heare of annea, the which now ahe 
Had loDg suiceaati^ dbe had to open bold» 
That she the &ee of her new fob migbt aee: 
But when thej of that Yiqd Man had told, 

Which late her folke had slaiiie, she bad them fivth to hold. 
XXVI. 
So theie without the gate, aa seemed best. 
She caused her pavilion be j^ght^ ; 
In which stout Britomart herselfe did rest, 
Whiles Talus watched at the dore all night 
All night likewise they of the towne in fiight 
Uppon their wall good watch and ward did keq^ 
The morrow next, so soone as dawning light 
Bad doe away the dampe of drouxie sleepe^ 

Tlie warlike Amasoon out of her howre^ did peeper 

XXYU. 

And caused straight a trumpet loud to shrill,^ 
To warae her foe to battell soone be prest^: 
Who, long before awoke, (for she foil ill 
Could sleepe all night, that in unquiet brest 
Did closely harbour such a ieak)us guest,) 
Was to the battell whiloroe ^ ready dight J 
Eitsoones ^ that Wairiouresse with haughty crat 
IXd forth issue all ready fx the fight ; 
On th' other side her Foe appeared soone m sight* 



1 Sur€€aMtf utterly ceased. * Prett, reidj. 

' Fight, placed. ' PFUZmne, before. 

* Bowre, chambei. ' J^hty d i e i i c d^ jnvpued. 

^ Smilj eound. * EftMoomes, immediatelj. 



JXy.9, — FortktokM.] To mvoh ibrth. 

Oft • 
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xxvin. 
Baty ere thejr reared hand, the Amazone 
Began the streight^ conditbns to propound, 
With which she used still to t^e her fone,^ 
To serve her so, as she the rest had bound : 
Which when the other heard, she sternly fiownd 
For high disdaine of such indignity. 
And would no lenger ' treat, but bad them sound : 
For her no other termes should ever tie 

Then^ what prescribed were by Lawes of Chevalrie. 

XXIX. 
The trumpets sound, and they together run 
With greedy rage, and with their fiiulchions smot ; 
Ne either sought the others strokes to shun. 
But through great fiuy both their skill forgot, 
And practicke use in armes ; ne spared not 
Their dainty parts, which nature had created 
So faire and tender without staine or spot 
For other uses then they them translated ; 

Which they now hackt and hewd as if such use they hated. 
XXX. 
As when a tygre and a lionesse 
Are met at spoyling of some hungry pray, 
Both challenge ^ it with equall greedinesse : 
But first the tygre clawes thereon did lay ; 
And therefore loth to loose her right away 
Doth in defence thereof full stoutly stond : 

* Sireigkt, strict. * Fone, foes. * La^gtr, longer. 

« Then, than. * CkaUengty c\akm. 



XXIX. 5. — Practieke useJ] Skill derived from praetioe. 

XXX. 2. — Hungry pray.] Prey for which they hunger. 
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To which the licHi strongly doth gainesay, 
That she to hunt the beast first tooke in hood ; 

And therefixre ought it have wherever she it fond. 
XXXI. 
Full fiercely layde the Amazon about. 
And dealt her blowes unmercifully sore ; 
Which Britomart withstood with courage stout. 
And them repaide againe with double more. 
So long they fixight, that all the grassie fiore 
Was fild with bloud which from their sides did flow. 
And gushed through their annes, that all in gore 
They trode, and on the ground their lives did strow. 

Like fiuitles seede, of which untimely death should grow. 
XXXII. 
At last proud Radigund with fell despight, 
Having by chaunce espide advantage neare, 
Let drive at her with all her dieadfiill might, 
And thus upbrayding said ; << This token beare 
Unto the man whom thou doest love so deare ; 
And tell him for his sake thy life thou gavest." 
Which spitefiiU wcxds she sore engriev'd to heare 
Thus answer'd ; " Lewdly ^ thou my love depravest,' 

Who shortly must repent that now so vainely bravest." 
XXXIII. 
Nathlesse that stroke so cniell passage found, 
That glauncing on her shoulder-plate it bit 
Unto the bone, and made a griesly wound, 

* Lewdhf, impudently. ' Deprawst, de&megt 



XXXn. 5. — Unio the manf &c.] ** Radigund, we are to roppow, 
dJscoTered in the heat of the conflict that her antaj^nitt was a woman ; 
fyt the poet has not elsewhere told ns how the Amaion queen knew 
thti circumstance."— Todd. 



Tliat she her sfaidcl thraiq[fa raging smart ef it 
Could sciBd uphold ; yvisoonesheit raquit^: 
For, having Ibnse incfcast through fiubaa peinfi^ 
She her so niddy oo the hdmet smit 
That it empierced to the veiy biame, 

And her pioud penoo low pnsstrked on die plainer 
XXXIV. 
Where being kyd, the \inrothiiiU Britanesse 
Stayd not till she came to herselfe againe ; 
But in rerei^ both of her Loves distresse 
And her late vile reproch thou^ vaunted vaina. 
And also of her wound which sore did paine, 
Sbe with one stroke both head and helmet deft: 
Which dreadfull aght when all her wailike traine 
There present saw, each one of sence bereft 

Fled fest into the towne, and her sole viclor left* 
XXXV. 
But yet so &st thejr could not home retrate. 
But that swift Talus did the fimnost win ; 
And, pressing throu^ the preace' unto the gate^ 
Pelmell with them attonce did enter m : 
There then a piteous slaughter did begin ; 
For all that ever came within his reach 
He with his yron fiale did thresh so thin, 
That he no worke at all left for the leach ' ; 

Like to an hideous storme, which nothing may empewdu* 
XXXVI. 
And now by this the noble Conqueresse 
Herselie came in, her glory to partake ; 
Where though revengefiiU vow she did professe, 

> RMqmty rented. ' jjmeh, jihysiciiB. 

' Prtaee, pren. * Ev^mocA, hinder. 
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Yet, when she saw the beapes which he did make 
Of slaughtred caikasses, her heart did qoafca 
For yeiy ruth,^ which did it ahnost rive, 
That she his futy willed him to slake : 
For else he sure had left not one aliye ; 

But all, in his revenge, of spirited would deprive, 
xxxvn. 
Tho,^ when she had his execution stayd, 
She for that yron prison did enquire, 
In which her wretched Love was captive layd : 
Which breaking open with indignant ire, 
She entred into all the partes entire ^ : 
Where when she saw that lothly uncouth sight 
Of men disguiz'd in womanishe attire, 
Her heart gan grudge for very deepe despight 

Of so unmanly maske in misery misdight.^ 
XXXVIII. 
At last whenas to her owne Love she came. 
Whom like disguize no lesse deioimed had, 
At sight thereof abasht with secrete shame 
She turod her head aside, as nothing glad 
To have beheld a spectacle so bad ; 
And then too well believ'd that which tofore 
lealous suspect as true untruely drad : 
Whbh vaine conceipt now nourishmg no more. 

She sought with ruth ^ to salve his sad misfertunes sore* 

* Ruih^ pity. ' ^nriUg breaUi, life. > Tho, then. 

* EiUir€f interior. ^ Mudigkt, improperly dreawd, or diiguiaed. 



XXXVIII. 6.— that which tqfare 

JedUm$ nupeetf &c.] That which, before, her jealoiu 
raipicioii made her ftar (though without leaeon, or imtnily) wu not 
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XXXIX. 

Not so great wonder and astonishment 
Did the most chast Penelope possesse. 
To see her Lord, that was reported drent ^ 
And dead long since in dolorous distresse, 
Come home to her in piteous wretchednesse, 
After long travell of full twenty yeares ; 
That she knew not his favours likelynesse, 
For ^ many scarres and many hoary heares ; 

But stood long staring on him mongst uncertaine feares. 

XL. 
" Ah ! my deare Lord, what sight is this/' quoth she^ 
" What May-game hath misfortune made of you ? 
Where is that dreadfiill manly looke ? where be 
Those mighty palmes, the which ye wont t' emhrew 
In bloud of kings, and great hoastes to subdew ? 
Could ought on earth so wondrous change have wrought. 
As to have robde you of that manly hew ? 
Could so great courage stouped have to ought? 

Then farewell, fleshly force ; I see thy pride is nought ! " 

XLI. 
Thenceforth she streight into a bowre^ him brought, 
And causd him those uncomely weedes ^ undight ^ ; 
And in their steede for other rayment sought, 



> DrtnU^ drenched, drowned. ' For, because of. ' Bowrtj roam. 
« WeedeSf diesB. * Undight^ take off 



XXXIX. 7. — His favours Ukdyrusse.'] The likeness of his features. 

XL. 2. — What May-game f &c.] May-game means, literally, snch 
sports or diversion as was customarj on the first day of May, and is 
used in the sense of sport, generally. Dry den has 

" Like early lovers, whose unpractised hearts 
Were long the May-game of malicious arts.*' 
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Whereof there was great store, and ainxxs bright, 
Which had bene reft fiom many a noble Knight, 
Whom that proud Amazon subdewed had, 
Whitest fortune &yourd her successe in Gght: 
In which whenas she him anew had clad, 

She was reviv'd, and ioyd much in his semblance ^ glad. 
XLU. 
So there awhile they afterwards remained, 
Him to refresh, and her late wounds to heale : 
During which space she there as Princess rained ; 
And changing all that forme of common-weale 
The liberty of Women did repeale. 
Which they had long usurpt ; and, them restoring 
To mens subiection, did true iustice deale : 
That all they, as a goddesse her adoring, 

Her wisdome did admire, and hearkned to her loring.' 
XLIII. 
For all those Knights, which long in capUve shade 
Had shrowded bene, she did fiom thraldome free ; 
And Magistrates of all that City made, 
And gave to them great living and large fee ' : 
And, that they should for ever faithfoll bee. 
Made them sweare f^ty to Artegall : 
Who when himselfe now well recur'd did see. 
He purposd to proceed, whatso befall, 

Uppon his first adventure which him forth did call. 
XLIV. 
Full sad and sorrowfijU was Britomart 
F(Hr his departure, her new cause of griefe ; 
Tet wisely moderated her owne smart, 

> StwMmuif apprannce. ' Larmg^ lore, teaohing. 
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SMing bid hooCMr, which she tendred ehiefe, 
Consisted much in that adventures priefe^: 
The cate whereof, and hope of his successe, 
Gave unto her great comfort and reUefe ; 
That womanish complaints she did represse, 

And tempred for the time her present heamesse. 
XLV. 
There she contmu'd (at a certaine space. 
Till through his want her woe did more increase: 
Then, hoping that the change of aire and place 
Would change her paine and sorrow somewhat ease, 
She parted thence, her angubh to appease. 
Meane while her noble Lord Sir Artegall 
Went on his way ; ne ever howre did cease, 
Till he redeemed had that Lady thrall : 

That for another Canto will more fitly &1L 

" Prirfe, proof. 



XLV. 2. — His wantJ] His abience ; her want of him. 
XLV. 8.— HUtf Lady tkralL] That captiTe Udj Izeniu 



O.TIII. TJU rASBUB ^DKUO. 837 



CANTO vin. 

Prince Arthore and Sir ArtegaU 

Fiee Samient from feare : 
Tbey day the Soodan ; dme his wifr 

Adicia to deepaire, 

1. 
Nought luider heaven so strongly doth elluni 
The sence of man, and all his minde possesse, 
As Beauties lovely baite, that doth procure 
Great waniours oft their rigour to represse, 
And mighty hands forget their manlinesse ; 
Drawne with the powre of an heart-robbing ej% 
And wrapt in fetten of a golden tresse. 
That can with melting pleasaunce moUifye 
Thdr haxdned hearts enur'd to bloud and cruelty. 
II. 
So whylome ^ leamd that mighty lewish swaine> 
Each of whose lockes did match a man m might. 
To lay hb spoiles before his Lemans traine': 
So also did that great Oetean Knight 
For his Loves sake his Lions skin undight' : 
And so did warlike Antony neglect 
The worids whde rule fiur Cleopatras sight 

* mkylMW, formerly. ' TVauw, artifioe. * CU^, pal oft 



11. l.-^Mighttf lewiik swahu.] SaniMn. 
II. 4. ^ Great OeUtm Swgkt.] Hercolefl. 

II. 7.— For CUopaint sight.] For thsaigbt or Freaaaof of Clyopatm. 
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Such wondious powre hath wemens tarn aspect 
To captiire men, and make them all the wodd raect. 
III. 
Yet coidd it not steroe Artegall retame, 
Nor hold fiom suite of his avowed quest,^ 
Which he had undertane^ to Gloriane ; 
But left his Love (albe^ her strong request) 
Faire Britomart m languor and unrest, 
And rode himselfe uppon his first mtent : 
Ne day not night did ever idly rest ; 
Ne wight but cmely Talus with him went, 
The true guide of iiis way and vertuous goveromenL 
IV. 
So travelling, he chaunst far off to heed ^ 
A DamzeU flying on a palfiey fast 
Before two Knights that after her did speed 
With all their powre, and her full fiercely chast 
In hope to have her overhent ^ at last : 
Yet fled she fast, and both them faire outwent. 
Carried with wings of feare, like fowle aghast. 
With locks all loose, and rayment all to^ rent; 
And ever as she rode her eye was backeward bent. 
V. 
Soone after these be saw another Knight, 
That after those two former rode apace 
With speare in rest, and prickt with all his mig^t : 
So ran they all, as they had bene at bace, 

1 Quesf, expedition. ^ Heed, perceive. 

* UmderUuu, tmdeitMkeiLf ptOBuaed, * Overkemt^ oyertMktn. 

* Jilbe, alUiongh. • JiU to, iltogeCber. 



v. 4. — At haee.] At priion-baae, a kind of gmme in whieh fli» 
objeet of one party is to oatstrip the othen in ronning. 
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They bemg chased that did others chace. 

At length he saw the hindmost overtake 

One of those two, and force him tume his face ; 

However loth he were his way to slake,^ 
Tet mote he algates^ now abide^ and answere make. 

VI. 

But th' other still pursu'd the fearefiiU Mayd ; 

Who still fixxn him as last away did flie, 

Ne once for ought her speedy passage stayd, 

mi that at length she did before her spie 

Sir Artegall, to whom she streight did hie ' 

With gladfull hast, in hope of him to get 

Succour against her greedy enimy : 

Who seebg her approch gan forward set 
To save her fiom h^ feare, and him fiom fiirce to let^ 

VII. 

But he, like hound full greedy of his pray, 

Being impatient of impediment, 

Continu'd still his course, and by the way 

Thought with his speare him quight have overwent^ 

So both together, ylike felly bent, 

like fiercely met : but Artegall was stronger, 

And better skild in tilt and tumament, 

And bore him quite out of his saddle, longer [wronger; 
Then^ two speares length: so mischiefe ovePHoaatcht the 

VIII. 

And m hb fidl misfortune him mistooke ; 

For on his head unhappily he pight,^ 

That his owne wai^t his necke asunder broke, 

I StakB^tlMck, * (herweiO^ arenomm. 

' MgoUSj at all eTenta. ' Tkmy than. 

* flti, go. ▼ Pigktj pitohed. 
« Lttf hinder. 
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And left there dead. Meane wlyle the otbinr Kni^ 
Defeated had the other fiiytour^ Tughc, 
And all hiB bowek in his bodf blast ^: 
Whom leaving there in diat dispiteous plig|bc, 
He ran still on^ thinking to SMow fast 

His other fellow Pagan which befixre him past 

IX. 
Instead of whom finding there ready prest' 
Sir Artegall, without discretioo 
He at him ran with ready speare b rest : 
Who, seeing him come still so fiercely on, 
Against him made againe : so both anon 
Together met, and strongly either strooke 
And broke thw speares ; yet neither has fivgoo^ 
His hoiaes bacbe, yet to and fi« long diooke 

And tottred,like two towres which through a tempest quooke. 

X. 
But, when againe they had recovered senos. 
They drew their swords, m mmd to make amends 
For what their speares had iayld of their pretence^ : 
Which when the Damaell, who those deadly ends 
Of both her foes had seene, and now her fiends 
Far her beginning a more fearefull fiay ; 
(ihe to them ninnes b hast, and her haire rends, 
Ciying to them their eniell hands to stay, 

Untill they both do heare what she to them will say. 

XI. 
They stayd their hands ; when she thus gan to apeake ; 
'< Ah ! geade Kni^ts, what meane ye thus unwise 
Upon yourselves anothers wrong to wreake ? 

> FoyCMT, Tilkin. * ^W^m, left 

' Bratt, bant * PreUneef effort, aim. 

• Prestfieudj, 
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I am the wrong'd, whom ye did enterprise 
Both to ndrene^ and bodi redrest Kkewise : 
Witnesse the Pajnims both, whom ye may see 
There dead on gioond : what doe ye theo devise 
Of mom revenge? if more, then I am shee 

Which wa» the roote of all ; end your lerenge on mae.'^ 

XII. 
Whom when they heard so say, they kx)kt about 
To weete ^ if it were true as she had told ; 
Where when they saw their ibes dead out of doubt,* 
Eftsoones^ they gan th^ wrothfull hands to hold, 
And ventailes ^ reare each other to behold. 
Th<^^ whenas Artegall did Arthure vew, 
So faire a creature and so wiHidrous bold, 
He much admired both his heart and hew. 

And touched with mtire affiction ni^ him drew ; 

zm. 
Saymg, '^ Sir Kni^t, of paidon I yon pray. 
That all unweeting ^ have you wrong'd thus sore, 
Suffiing my hand against my heait to stray : 
Which if ye please forgive, I will therefore 
Teeld for amends roysdfe yours evermore, 
Or whatso penaunce shaU by you be red7 " 
To whom the Prince ; ^^ Certes^ me needeth more 
To crave the same ; whom errour so misled. 

As that I did mistake the living f(v the ded. 

> WuUf lein. * Th&fibeu. 

' Ottt of ilovk, without doabt • Unweethf^j 

* EJUoometf immedialely. ^ R$df piotioimced. 

* FoifMbv, Tiaon. ' Gerflw, eeitaiDly. 



XIIt7.— TlUiVinee.] ThwivPriiioe Arthur. 
XIII. 9. — 71U Umngfvr Ou dsd,} « Prince Arthur wrongly tkoogkl 
29» 
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XIV. 

" But, sith ^ ye pleaso that both our blames sbaD die, 
Amends may for the trespasse soooe be made, 
Smce nrither is eadamadg'd much thereby." 
So can they both themselves fiill eath ' perswade 
To fiiire accordaunce,' and both fiuilts to shade,^ 
Eather embracing other loyingly, 
And swearing faith to eith» on hid blade, 
Never thencefoith to nourish enmity, 

But either others cause to maintame mutually. 

XV. 
Then Artegall gan of the Prince enquire, Payd, 

What were those Knights which there on ground were 
And had receiv'd their foUies worthy hire, 
And for what cause they chased so that Mayd. 
" Certes * I wote ^ not well," the Prince then sayd, 
** But by adventure found th^n faring so. 
As by the way unweetingly^ I strayd, 
And lo ! the Damzell selfe, whoice all did grow. 

Of whom we may at will the whole occasion know." 

XVI. 
Then they that Damzell called to them nie, 
And asked her, what were those two her fone. 
From whom she earst ^ so &st away did flie ; 

> SUhf since. * WoU, know. 

* Eaihf e&sj. ^ Unweedngly^ unknowingly. 
' ^ecordttuneef agreement. ' Fone, foes. 

* Shade^ conceal, forget. * Earst, before. 

* Ceitw, certainly. 



the living Artegal, instead of the person there dead, to be the Lady's 
foe."— Uptoh. 

XV. 8. — Whence all did growJ] On account of whom eveiy thmg 
happened. 
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And what was she herselfe so woe-begone. 
And fiur what cause pursu'd of them attone. 
To whom she thus ; " Then wote ^ ye well, that I 
Doe serve a Queene that not far hence doth wone,^ 
A Pfincesse of great powre and maiestie, 

Famous through all the world, and honor'd far and nie. 
XVII. 
^* Her name Mercilla most men use to call ; 
That is a Mayden Queene of high renowne, 
For her great bounty ^ knowen over all 
And soverame grace, with which her royall crowno 
She doth support, and strongly beateth downe 
The malice of her ibes, which her envy 
And at her happinesse do fret and frowne ; 
Yet she herselfe the more doth magnify, 

And even to her foes her mercies multiply. 
XVIII. 
*' M(M)gst many which maligne her happy state, 
There is a mighty man, which wonnes here by. 
That with noost fell despight and deadly hate 
Seekes to subvert her crowne and dignity. 
And all his powre doth thereunto apply : 
And her good Knights, (of which so brave a band 
Serves her as any Piincesse under sky,) 
He either spoiles, if they against him stand, 

Or to his part allures, and bribeth under hand.^ 
XIX. 
" Ne him sufficeth all the wrong and ill, 



ITote, know. ' Bomtfy, genercMity, goodasM. 



* ITtfiM, dwell. * Under handy wccreHy, 



XVII. l.^JIforeiaa.] Mercilla ii Queen EUsabeth. 

XVIII. 3. — ^ mighty man,] The king of Spain. 
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Which h6 unto her people does each day ; 
But that he seekes by tray terous tnunes to spiD ^ 
Her persoD, and her sacred selfe to slay : 
That, O ye heavens, defimd ! and tume awmy 
From her unto the miscreant himselfe ; 
That neither hath religion nor fey,^ 
But makes his God of his ungodly pelfe. 

And Idoles serves : so let his Idob serve the EUb ! 
XX. 
" To all which cniell tyranny, they say. 
He is piovokt, and stird up day and nig^t 
By his bad wife that bight ^ Adicia ; 
Who counseb him, through oon6dence of nug^ 
To breake all bonds of law and rales of light: 
For she herselfe professeth mortall fee 
To lustice, and against her still doth fight, 
Working, to all that love her, deadly woe. 

And makmg all her Knights and people to doe so. 
XXI. 
<< Which my liege Lady seeing, thought it best 
With that his wife in iiiendly wise to deale, 
For stint of stiife and stablishment of rest 
Both to herselfe and to her common-weale. 
And all forepast ^ displeasures to repeale. 
So me in message unto her she sent, 
To treat with her, by way of enteirdeale,' 



^ SpUl^ spoil. ^ FertpoBtf gone hj. 

' Fay, faith. * EnterdtaU, mediatioii. 

* Bight J if ciUed. 



XX. 3. — Mida.] This is from Uw Gfcek, aad means tRfiueiiM. 
Adicia may Tepresentthe Oatholie religioB,af wiiich the ktagoiBpnn 
was so bigoted an adherent 
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Of fioall peace and fairs attooement 
Which might concluded be by mutuall oonaent. 
xxn. 
" All times have wont safe passage to affixd 
To Messengers that come for causes iust : 
But this pioude Dame, disdayning all acoard. 
Not ondy into bitter tennes forth brust, 
Revfling me and rayling as she lust,^ 
But lasdy, to make pioofe of utmost shame. 
Me like a dog she out of dores did thrust, 
Miscalling me by many a bitter name, 
That never did her ill, ne once deserved blame, 
xxm. 
" And lasdy, that no shame might wantmg be, 
When I was gone, soone after me she sent 
These two false Knights, whom there ye lying see, 
To be by them dishonoured and shent ' : 
But, thankt be God, and your good hardiment' ! 
They have the price of their owne folly payd." 
So sud this Damzell, that hight ^ Samient ; 
And to those Knights for their so noble ayd 
Hersdfe most gratefull shew'd, and heaped thanks repayd. 
XXIV. 
But they now havmg throughly ^ heard and scene 
All those great wrongs, the which that Mayd complained 
To have bene done against her Lady Queene 
By that proud Dame, which her so much disdained, 
Were moved much thereat, and twixt them fained^ 
With all their force to woike avengement strong 
Uppon the Souldan selfe, which it mayntained, 

1 Lust, lilted, pleased. * Hight, waa called. 

* Skentf diagraced. * Throughly, thoroughly. 

* fliarrfi«Mat,coiinfe. * iVmad, desiied. 



346 THC FAEBIE Q,UEENE. B. T* 

And oo his Lady, tb' author of that wroog, 
' And uppoQ all those Knights that did to her beloog. 
XXV. 
But, thinkbg best hj counterfet disguise 
To their deseigne to make the easier way. 
They did this complot ^ twixt themselTes devise : 
First, that Sir Artegall should him array 
like one of those two Knights which dead there laj; 
And then that Damzell, the sad Samient, 
Should as Us purchast^ prize with him convay 
Unto the Souldans court, her to present 
. Unto hb scomefull Lady that fx her had sent. 

XXVI. 
So as they had devizM, Sir Artegall 
Him clad m th' armour of a Pagan Knight, 
And taking widi him, as hb vanquisht thrall. 
That Damzell, led her to the Souldans right ^ : 
Where soone as hb proud wife of her had sight, 
Forth of her window as she looking lay, 
She weened streight it was her Paynim Knight, 
Which brought that Damzell as hb purchast' W* 
And sent to him a Page that mote direct hb way: 

XXVII. 
Who, bringing them to their appointed place, 
Offied hb service to disarme the Knight ; 
But he refusing him to let unlace, 
For doubt^ to be discovered by hb sight, 
Kept himselfe still m hb straunge armour dij^t ^ : 

1 CompUn, plot « Doubt, fetr. 

* Pyrduutf obtained. * ^g^^ drened. 

* Rigktf diiecUy. 



XXVII. 5. — Siraunge,'} Not belonging to him. 
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Soone after whom tbe Prince anived there, 
And, sendiDg to the Souldan in despight 
A hold defyance, did of him requere 

That Damzell whom he held as wiongfiill prisoneie. 
XXVIII. 
Wherewith the Souldan all with fiirie fraught, 
Swearing and banning ^ most blasphemously, 
Commaunded straight his armour to be brought ; 
And, mounting straight upon a charret bye, 
(With yron wheeles and hookes arm'd dreadfiilly, 
And drawne of cruell steedes which he had fed 
With flesh of men, whom through fell tyranny 
He slaughtred had, and ere they were halfe ded 

Their bodies to hb beastes for provender did spred ;) 
XXIX. 
So forth he came all m a cote of plate 
Bumisht with bloudie rust ; whiles on the Greene 
The Briton Prince him readie did awayte 
In glistering armes right goodly well beseene. 
That shone as bright as doth the heaven sheene' ; 
And by his stinup Talus did attend, ~ 
Playmg hb Pages part, as he had beene 
Before directed by his Lord ; to th' end 

He should hb flaile to finall execution bend. 
XXX. 
Thus goe they both together to their geare ^ 
With like fierce minds, but meanings different : 
For the proud Souldan, with presumptuous cheare 

* Bmrndngf coning. * Sheene, bright ' Geared work, boiineM. 



XXX. l.^Tkus goe thetjf Ac] In the conteit which ensues be- 
tween Prince Arthur and the Soaldan, Upton discoTers an allusion to 
tbe defeat of the Spanish Annada by the fleeto of Qoeen Eliiaheth. 
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And couDtoianee sublime and insolent^ 
Sou^t onely sbuightcr and avengonent; 
But the brave Pnnce foe honour and fiv li^^ 
GraoBt tortious^ powie and bwlesse vegimeat. 
In the behalfe of wronged weake did fight : 

More m his causes truth he trasted then ^ in migfau 
XXXI. 
like to the Thradan ^rrant, who they saj 
Unto his horses gave his guests fir meat^ 
TIU he himselfe was made their greedie pray, 
And torne m pieces hy Akides great ; 
So thought the Souldan, in his fiJlies threat^ 
Either the Prince in peeces to have tome 
With his sharpe wbeeles b hb first rages heat^ 
Or under his fierce horses feet have home, 

And trampled downe in dust his thoughts disdained 
xxxn. 
But the boM Child ^ that perill well espjring, 
If he too rashly to his chanret drew. 
Gave way unto his horses speedie flying, 
And their resistlesse rigour did eschew: 
Yet, as she passed by, the Pagan threw 
A shivering^ dart with so impetuous toBcey 
That, had he not it shonn'd with heedfidl Tew, 
It had himselfe transfixed or his horse. 

Or made them both one masse witbouCen more 
xxxm. 
Oft drew the Prince mito his charret nigh, 
In hope some stroke to &sten on him neare ; 

1 ToftioKf , wrongfuL * Child, yonng mui. 

* 2Vs, than. ^ SkhtHrngf qarvietm^ 

XXXI. 1.— 2]bt Thraeiim fynmt.] Daomad. 
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But he was moonted in his sett so high. 
And his wing<-fix>ted oouiseis him did beaie 
So iast away, that, ere his roadie speare 
He oonld advance, he fane was gone and past : 
Tet still he him did fiJbw eveiy where. 
And £dlowed was of him likewise fiill last, 

So long as in his steedes the flammg breath did last 
XXXIV. 
Agame the Pagan threw another dart. 
Of which he had with him abundant store 
On every side of his embatteld cart, 
And of all other weapons lesse or more. 
Which warlike uses had deviz'd of yore: 
The wicked shaft, guyded through th' ayrie wyde 
By some bad spirit that it to mischiefe bore, 
Stayd not, till through hb curat ^ it did glyde, 

And made a griesly wound in bb enriven side. 
XXXV. 

Much was he grieved with that haplesse three. 
That opened had the welspring of his blood ; 
But much the more that to his hatefull foe 
He mote not come to wreake his wrathfull mood : 
That made him rave, like to a lyon wood,^ 
Which bemg wounded of the huntsmans hand 
Cannot come neare him b the covert wood, 
Where he with boughes hath built his shady stand. 
And fenst himselfe about with many a flammg brand. 
XXXVI. 
Still when he sought t' approch unto him ny, 
Hb charret wheeles about him whirled round, 
And made him backe againe as fiist to fly ; 

1 Cicrfl<, euinn. ' fFoMf, frantic. 

VOL. ni. 30 
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And eke his steedeSy like to an hungry hound 
That huntmg after game hath canioQ fixoid, 
So cruelly did him pursew and chace, 
That his good steed, all ^ were he much renound 
For noble courage and for hardie race. 

Durst not endure their sight, but fled from place to place. 
XXXVII. 
Thus long they trast^ and traverst to and fro, 
Seeking by every way to make some breach ; 
Yet could the Prince not nigh unto him goe, 
That one sure stroke he might unto him reach, 
Whereby his strengthes assay ^ he might him teach : 
At last, fiom his victorious shield he drew 
The vaile, which did his powrefiill light empeach^; 
And comming fiill before his horses vew, 

As they upon him prest, it plaine to them did shew. 
XXXVIII. 
Like lightening flash that hath the gazer burned. 
So did the sight thereof their sense dismay. 
That backe againe upon themselves they turned, 
And with their ryder ranne perforce away : 
Ne could the Souldan them from flying stay 
With raynes or wonted rule, as well he knew: 
Nought feared they what he could do or say. 
But th' onely feare that was before th^r vew ; 

From which like mazed deere dismayfully they flew. 

> Mf although. ' Asaay^ eMAJi prooC 

* Tragtf traced. * Empeaeky hinder. 



XXXVII. 7.~.7%« vaOe, Ac.] See book I. cmnto Vn. 
XXXIII. "This is the fint time that Pnnce Arthur Toluntaziljr 
makes use of the power of his enchanted shield.'* — Uptoh. 

XXXVIII. B. — Bttt ik* ondy feare, &c.] But only feared the ftv 
or fearful object before their eyes. 



C. Tin. THE FAEKIE qUEENE. 851 

XXXIX. 

Fast did they fly as them there feete could beaie 

High over hilles, and lowly over dales, 

As they were foUow'd of their former feare : 

In vaiDe the Pagan bannes,' and sweares, and rayles, 

And backe with both his hands unto him hayles^ 

The resty ^ raynes, regarded now no more : 

He to them calles and speakes, yet nought avayles ; 

They heare him not, they have forgot his lore ^ ; 

But go which way they list ; their guide they have Ibrlore.' 

XL. 
As when the flrie-mouthed steedes, which drew 
The Sunnes bright wajme to Phaetons decay, 
Soone as they did the monstrous Scorpion vew 
With ugly craples • crawling m thrir way, 
The dreadfull sight did them so sore affiay, 
That their well-knowen courses they forwent^; 
And, leading th' ever burning lampe astray, 
This lower world nigh all to ashes brent,^ 

And left thw scorched path yet in the firmament 

XU. 
Such was the fiirie of these head-strong steeds, 
Soone as the In&nts sunlike shield they saw, 
That all obedience both to words and deeds 
They quite forgot, and scomd all former law : [draw 
Through woods, and rocks, and mountaines they did 
The yron charet, and the wheeles did teare, 

> Bamut, contB, * Forbore, lost. 

* HayUSf draws. ' CrapUs^ claws. 

* it«(y, restiTe. ' FonoetUj foisook. 
^ Litre, lessons, teachings. * Brenif burned. 



XL. 9.^T%nr teanked poik, Ac.] This was the poetical ezpbiuk 
tion ofthe Oalazj or Milky Way. 
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And tofit the Payiuin vrithout feare or awe ; 
From side to side they tost him h&re and there, 

Crying to them in vaine that nould ^ his dying heaie. 
XUI. 
Yet still the Prince puisew'd him close behind. 
Oft making offer him to smite, but found 
No easie meanes according to his mind : 
At last they have all overthrowne to ground 
Quite topside turvey, and the Pagan hound 
Amongst the yron hookes and graples^ keene 
Tome all to rags, and rent with many a wound ; 
That no whole peece of him was to be scene. 

But scattied all about, and stroVd upon the Greene. 
XLUI. 
like as the cursed sonne of Theseus, 
That following his chace in dewy mome, 
To fly his stepdames love outrageous, 
Of his owne steedes was all to peeces tome, 
And his faire limbs left in the woods foriome ; 
That for his sake Diana did lament, 
And all the woody nymphes did wayle and moume: 
So was this Souldain rapt and all to ^ rent. 

That of his shape appear'd no lide moniment. 
XLIV. 
Onely his shield and armour, which there lay, 
Though nothing whole, but all to brasd and broken, 
He up did take, and with him brought away. 
That mote remaine for an etemall token 

1 Jfatdd, would not * GrapUs, hooks. * All to^ altogether. 



XLIII. l.^ Cursed 9tmne of Tketew.} Hippolytiis, coned hyhn 
ftther. 

XLIII. 9. — ^o UiU manimeni.'] No monojiieat or memorial at all; 
not even a little one. 
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To all, mongst whom this stoiie should b6 ipdcAil, 
How woithfly, by Heavens high decree^ 
lustice that day of wrong herselfe had wioken ^ ; 
That dl men, which that spectacle did see. 

By like ensamplo mote for evtar warned bee. 
XLV. 
Sb cm a ti^, before the Tyrants dore, 
He caused theiu be hung in all mens aght, 
To be a moniment (x evermore. 
Which when his Ladie from the Castles bight 
Beheld, it much appald her troubled spright: 
Yet not, as women wont, m dolefiiU fit 
She was dismayd, or faynted through affiight, 
But gathered unto her her troubled wit. 

And gan efisoones ' devize to be aveng'd for it 
XLVI. 
Streigbt downe she ranne, like an enraged oo^ 
That b bcrobbed of her youngling dere. 
With knife in hand, and fatally did vow 
To wreake her on that mayden mess^igere, 
Whom she had causd be kept as prisonere 
By Artegall, misween'd ^ for her owne Knight, 
That brought her backe : and, comming present there, 
She at her ran with all her force and might. 

All flaming with revenge and furious despight 
XLVII. 
Like raging Ino, when with knife in hand 
She threw her husbands murdrcd mfant out ; 



^ tftokemj aTenged. ' EftMOomnf tiiiiiwdistely. 

' Mtswem^df miitaken. 



ZLVII. 1. — LiilM rmging /no, At.] <« Spenter, wlio dadi ai«oh bi 
•U kinds of mythological lore, eoniparet tlw fiantao wife of flid flniMto 
30* 



334 THE FAEBIE <(UEENK. B. Y. 

Or fdl Medea, when on Cdchicke strand 

Her brothers hones she scattered all about ; 

Or as that madding mother, mongst the rout 

Of Bacchus priests, her owne deare flesh did teare: 

Yet neither Ino, nor Medea stout, 

Mor all the Moenades so furious were, 

As this bold woman when she saw that Damzell there. 
XLVIIL 
But Artegall being thereof aware 
Did stay her ciuell hand ere she her raught ^ ; 
And, as she did herselfe to strike prepare, 
Out of her fist the wicked weapon caught : 
With that, like one enfelon'd' or distraught,' 
She forth did rome whether her rage her bore, 
With fianticke passion and with furie fraught ; 
And, breaking forth out at a posteme dore. 

Unto the wilde wood ranne, her dolours ^ to depkre: 
XLIX. 
As a mad bytch, whenas the franticke fit 
Her burning tongue with rage inflamed hath, 
Doth runne at randon, and with furious bit 
Snatching at every thing doth wreake her wradi 

> RoMgkt, reached. ' Enfdan'df made fierce or frantie. 
' Distraught, distracted. ^ Dolours^ i^ieft. 



Souldan, first, to Ino, who, flying from her husband, that had murdered 
one of her children, with knife in handf threw out into the sea her other 
■on, named Melicerta, whom she first murdered. The story here 
aUnded to is well known, but varied a little, in some circumstances, 
fiom the poets and mythologists. Secondly, to cruel Medea, who, 
flying from her father's wrath, cut in pieces her brother Absyrtos, that 
her fiither might be stopped in his pursuit by gathering up the 
mangled limbs. Thirdly, to Agave, the madding mother of Pcntheus, 

'i who, with the rest of the Bacchanalian crew, tore her son to pieces for 

/ digfating the orgies of Bacchus." — Upto>. 
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On man and beast that commeth in her path* 
There they doe say that she tnuisfimned was 
Into a tigre^ and that tygres scatb ^ 
In crueltie and outrage she did pas. 

To prove her surname true, that she imposed has. 
L. 
Then Artegall, himselfe discovering plaine, 
Did issue forth gainst all that warlike rout 
Of Knights and armed men, which did mamtaine 
That Ladies part and to the Souldan lout' : 
All which he did assault with courage stout, 
All^ were they nigh an hundred Knights of name, 
And like wyld goates them chaced all about, 
Flying fixnn place to place with cowheard shame; 

So that with finall force them all he overcame. 
LI. 
Then caused he the gates be opened wyde ; 
And there the Prince, as victour of that day, 
With tryumph entertayn'd and glorifyde. 
Presenting him with all the rich array 
And roiall pompe, which there long hidden lay, 
Purchast^ through lawlesse powre and tortk)Us^ wrong 
Of that proud Souldan, whom he earst ^ did slay. 
So both, for rest, there having stayd not long, 

Marcht with that Mayd ; fit matter for another Song. 

■ Semtk, enieltf . * Ptireluutf proeiuned. 

' Lmt, bend, nibmiL * TarUouB, wionglbL 

' M, although. • Eartt, before. 

XUX. 9. — H$r mthmm.] Adieia. 



t66 Tarn fabbib %vtxim. 



CANTO IX. 

Arthur and ArtegaU catch Gujld, 

Whom Talus doth dismay: 
They to MereOlaes Pallaca cooe^ 

And M6 her lieh amy. 

I. 
Whav tygiv, or what other salTtge wig^ 
Is so exoMding furious and Ml 
At WiCBgy when h hath ann'd itselfo with mii^) 
Not fit raongsi men dial doe with leaeoD meU^^ 
But moDgst wyld beasts, and salvage woods, to dwell ; 
Where still the attonger doth the weake defonva, 
And they that most in boMnesse doe exoell 
Aie dreadded most, and feared fer their powfe j 

Fit for Adicia there to build her wicked bowie.* 

II. 
There let her wonne,' fiuve fitxn resort of meii, 
Where righteous Ariegall her laie exyled ; 
There let her ever keepe her damned den, 
Wbcie none may be with her lewd paits defyled, 
Nor none but beasts may be of her despoyled : 
And tume we lo the noble Prince, where late 
We did bun leave, after that he had ibyled 
The cruell Souldan, and with dreadfull fate 

Had utterly subirerted his unrighteous state. 

III. 
Where having with Sir Artegall a space 

> MdLf mix, UMciate. * Botere, dwelling. * ITmim, dweU. 
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Wdl sdlast m that Souldans late delight, 
Thef both, resolving timr to loaite the plac^ 
Both it and all the wealth thereb behigbl^ 
Unto thai Damaell in her Ladies ligh^ 
And so would have departed on their way : 
But she them woo'd, bjr all the meanes she migb^ 
And earnestly besought to wend^ that day 

With her, to see her Ladie thence not fiirre away. 

IV. 
By wheae entieatie both they oyercomoiea 
Agree to goe with her ; and by the way, 
A»ofien Mes, of sundry thbgi did oommea' ; 
Mongst which that Damzell did to them bewniy 
A straunge adventure which ooC frne theooe ley ; 
To weet, a wicked Villabe, bold and stout. 
Which wonned^ in a locke not fiurre away. 
That robbed all the oountrie thereabout^ 

And brought the pillage borne, wheace none eould gat it out. 

V. 

Thereto^^ both his owne wylie wit, she sayd» 
And eke the fastnesse of bis dwelling place,. 
Both unassaylable, gave him great ayde : 
For he so crafty was to forge and 6ce,^ 
So light of hand, and nymble of hie pace» 
So smoodi of tongue, and subtile in his tale^ 
That oould deceive one looking in hi& face: 
Therefore by name Malengin they Urn caU, 
Well knowen by his feates, and fiinious over all* 

> Bthight, oonunilted, wtnwted. « Wamud^ 4welM. 

* Wend, go. * 71er«(», bttidef^ 

* Commm, commiiae, diieoone. * Faee, cwry • Uim mppeumoB, 



358 THE FACBIE <(UEENK* B. ▼• 

VI. 

Through these his slights ^ he many dolh ooofound : 
And eke the rocke, in which he wonts to dwell, 
Is wondrous strong and hewn farre under ground, 
A dreadful! depth, how deepe no man can tell ; 
But some doe say it goeth downe to hell : 
And, all within, it full of wyndings b 
And hidden wayes, that scarse an hound by smeD 
Can follow out those false footsteps of his, 

Ne none can backe returae that once are gome amis. 

VII. 
Which when those Knights had heard, thdr hearts gan 

earne* 
To understand that Villems dwelling place. 
And greatly it desirM of her to leame. 
And by which way they towards it should trace. 
"Were not," sayd she, " that it should let^ your pace 
Towards my Ladies presence by you ment, 
I would you guyde directly to the place." 
" Then let not that," ssdd they, " stay your mtent ; 

For neitlier will one foot, till we that Carie have hent.^ " 

VIII. 
So forth they past, till they approched ny 
Unto the rocke where was the Villains won ^ : 
Which when the Damzell neare at hand did spy, 
She wam'd the Knights thereof: who thereupon 
Gan to advize what best were to be done. 
So both agreed to send that M ayd afore, 

^ SHigkts, artificeB. « fleiK, taken. 

' Eame^ yearn. * fVofif dweUing. 

' Let, hinder. 



Vn. 9 — Jfeilker will mufoot.] That is, moT<e or adTUioe one loot 
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Where she might sit nigh to the den alooe, 
WayliDg, and raysing pittifiill uprore, 

As if she did some great calamitie deplore. 

IX. 
With noyse whereof whenas the caytive Carle 
Should issue forth, in hope to find some spoyle, 
They in awayt would closely him ensnarle/ 
Ere to hb den he backward could recoyle' ; 
And so would hope him easily to foyle. 
The Damzell straight went, as she was directed. 
Unto the rocke ; and there, upon the soyle 
Having hersdfe in wretched wize abiected,^ 

Gan weepe and wayle as if great griefe had her aflbcted. 

X. 
The cty whereof entring the hollow cave 
Eftsoones^ brought forth the Villaine, as they ment» 
With hope of her some wishfuU boot^ to have: 
Full dreadfuU wight he was as ever went 
Upon the earth, with hollow eyes deepe pent. 
And long curid locks that downe his shoulders shagged, 
And on his backe an uncouth vestiment 
Made of straunge stufie, but all to ^ woine and ragged, 

And underneath his breech^ was all to^ tome and iagged* 

XI. 
And in his hand an huge long sta£k he held. 
Whose top was arm'd with many an yioa hooke, 
Fit to catch hold of all that he could wdd,^ 
Or in the compasse of his douches tooke ; 
And ever round about he cast hb looke : 

^ Enanarle, entangle. * BMC, booty. 

* Ruoyltf return. * Ad to^ aliofether. 

* AHectedf thrown. ^ Briedk, bieeehet. 

^ IjftMOOtug^ immedifttely. * Wdd, witld, oany. 
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Als ^ at his baek» a great wyde net b^ bop9, 
With which he seldom isbed at th^ biQokc^ 
But usd to fish for fooles on the dcy share. 

Of which he in faire weather wont to take great store. 

XII. 
Him when th^ DamzeU saw fksi by her sda. 
So ugly creature, sbe was nigh dismayd ; 
And now for helpe aloud in earnest cride: 
But, when the Villaine saw her so aj9byd» 
He gan with. guilefiiU wocd$ her to perswad^ 
To banish feare ; and with Sardonian smyle 
Laughing on her, his ialse intent to shade, 
(9an fecth to lay bis bayte her to beguyle, 

That fiom herself unwares he might her steale the wbyle. 

XIII. 
ike as the fouler on hb guilefoll pype 
Charroes ta the birds full many a pleasant lay, 
That they the whiles may take lesse heedie keepe* 
How he bis nets doth for their ruioe lay : 
So did the Villaine to her prate and play, 
And many pleasant trickes before her show. 
To turae her eyes fiom bis intent away : 
For he in slights and iugling feates did floWi^ 

And of legi^emayne ^ the mysteries did know. 

XIV. 
To which whilest she lent her intentive mind, 
He suddenly hb net upon her threw, 



* ^Is, alw>. ' FloWf aboimd. 

' Keepe^ attention. * LtgUrdemaytUy deight of hand. 



XII. 6. ^- Sairdnian finyfa.] Sardonic or Sardinian smile ; ao eaUed 
from a poiaonous herb aaid to gmw in the island of Sardinia^ which 
distorted llittim with a hind of conTolsiTe laughter. 



That ovei8|nicl her like a puffin of wind; 
And sDatoking hiMr soom up» 9i9 well qbftlqmr» 
Ran wilb her fast away unto hb mew,^ 
Crying for helpe aloud : but wbeoaa oy 
He came unto, bk caTe> and there did vew 
The aimed Knigbts stopping bis passage by, 

He threw bis burden downe and fast away did fly. 
XV. 
But Artegall him after did puisew ; 
The whilfas the Prince there kept the entrwoQ atOl: 
Up to the rocke he ran, and tberecm flew 
Like a wyld gote, leaping fiom bill to hill. 
And dauncing on the craggy cliffes at will ; 
That deadly daung«r qeem'd in all mens sight 
To tempt such steps, where looting was so ill : 
Me ought aimyled (at the armed Knight 

To thinke to Mow him that was so swift and light 
XVI. 
Which wheQ be saw, his Yroo Man be sent 
To follow him; for he was swift in chace: 
He him persewd wherever that he went ; 
Both over rockes, and hilles, and every place 
Whereso he fled, be followd him apace : 
So that he shortly forst him to forsake 
The bight, and downe descend unto the base' : 
There he him courst afresh, and soone did make 

To leave hb proper forme, and other shape to take. 
XVII. 
Into a foxe himselfe he first did toume ; 
But be him bunted like a foxe full fast : 
Then to a bush himselfe be did transforme ; 

1 JUm», prifon. * B0m% lower part 

VOL. m. 31 



THK FAEBU ^UESHK. B. T. 

But he the bush did beat, till that at last 
Into a bird it cbaung'd, and fiom him past, 
Flying fiom tree to tree, bxa wand to wand^: 
But he then stones at it so long did cast, 
That like a stone it fell upon the land ; 

But he then todce it up, and held fiist in his hand, 
xvni. 
So he it brought with him unto the Knights, 
And to his Lord Sir Artegall it lent, 
Wambg him hold it iast for feare of slights*: 
Who whilest in hand it giyping hard he heot,' 
Into a hedgehogge all unwares it went. 
And prickt him so that he away it threw : 
Then gan it lunne away incontinent,^ 
Being returned to his former hew ; 

But Talus soone him overtooke, and backward drew. 
XIX. 
But, wbenas be would to a snake againe 
Have tum*d himselfe, be with his jrron flayle 
Gan drive at him with so huge might and maine, 
That all his bones as small as sandy grayle ' 
He broke, and did his bowels disentrayle,* 
Crying in vaine for belpe, when helpe was past; 
So did deceipt the selfe-deceiver fayle : 
There they him left a carrion outcast 

For beasts and foules to feede upon for their repast 
XX. 
Thence forth they passed with that gentle Mayd 

1 Wamdy branch. ^ IneaniiiuiUf immediatelj. 

* Slights, tricks. * Grayle^ gravel. 

* Kent, took. * Diuntra^, caiue to flow out 



XIX. 7.-^7%««e{fe.tfeect0er.] The deceiver himaelf. 
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To see her Ladie, as they did agree : 
To which when she approched, thus she sayd ; 
*^ Loe now, right noble Knights, airiv'd ye bee 
Nigh to the place which ye desir'd to see. 
There shall ye see my soverayne Lady Queene, 
Most sacred wight, most debonayre ^ and free, 
That ever yet upon this earth was scene, 

Or that with diademe hath ever crowned beene.'' 

XXI. 
The gentle Knights reioyced much to heare 
The pmyses of that Prince so manifold ; 
And, passing litle further, comroen were 
Where they a stately Pallace did behold 
Of pompous show, much more then ' she had tdd, 
With many towres and tarras ^ mounted bye. 
And all their tops bright glistering with gold. 
That seemed to out-shine the dimmed skye, [eye. 

And with their brightnesse daz*d the stniunge beholden 

XXII. 
There they alighting, by that Damzell were 
Directed in, and shewed all the sight ; 
Whose pocch, that most magnificke did appeare. 
Stood open wyde to all men day and night ; 
Yet warded ^ well by one of mickle ^ might 
That sate thereby, with gyant-like resemblance, 
To keepe out guyle, and malice, and despight, 

1 ileftonayri, gnoioiis. * Warded^ gnarded. 

* Thtn^ than. * MUkUj much. 

* Turrof , terracei. 



XXI. 4. — ^ Jttlely PaUaee,] " The pdaoe of Queen Elinbeth." — 
Uptow. 

XXI. 9,—Stitmiige hekotdert eye.] The ejee of itniigen thai be- 
hold it 



That under shew o&Himes of lajroed ioabknce 
Are wont k priocea eourta t» wods» gnat 9o«lb^ and 
hinifawTfe: 

xxm. 
His naatfrwis Awe; by whom they peanog ia 
Went up the hall, that waa a laige wyderaomo^ 
All full of people making troubkxia din 
And wondraua noyse, as if that there weie soid» 
Which unto them was dealing righteous doome ' : 
By whom th^ passing through the thickest pieassay'^ 
The Marshall of the hall to them did come. 
His name hight^ Order; who» coounaunding peacOi 
Them guyded through the thioog, that did their daaKB 



XXIV. 
They ceast their clamors upon lliem to gaao ; 
Whom seeing all in aimour bri^ ast day, 
Straunge there to see, it did them much amaiey 
And with unwonted terror halfe affiay : 
For never saw they there the like anay ; 
Ne ever was the name of warre there spoken, 
But ioyous peace and quietnesse alway 
Dealing iust iudgments, that mote not be broken 
For any brybes, or threates of any to he wroken.^ 
XXV. 
There, aa they entred at the sciiene,® they saw^ 
Some one, whose tongue was for his trespasse vyle 
Nayld to a post, adiudged so by law ; 
For that therewith be falsely did revyle 
And foule blaspheme that Queene fi>r forged guyle, 

> Scathf injury. « Hightf called. 

^ Doome, jttdgin«iit * Wrokaii tveagod. 

* Preaooe^ press. ' SaimUf screen, entzsnoe of the WL 
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Both with bald spetchei wUcfa he bined faad> 

And with lewd poems which he did oodspyle ; 

For the bold lide of a poet bed 
He on iiif»elfe had ta'en, and nyling lymei had tfOiL^ 

XXVI. I 

Thus there he stood, whylest high over hb head 

There written was die purport of his sb, 

In cyphers strange, that few oould righdy read, i 

Bon Fans ; but Ban, that once had written fain, 

Was raced out,^ and Mai was now put in : 

So now MalfmU was plainely to be ted ; 

Eyther fer th' evill which he did tbnem, i 

Or that he likened was to a wdhed 
Of evill words, and wicked sclaunders by him shed. 
XXVII. 

They, pasring by, were guyded by degree 

Unto the presence of that gratious Queene; 

Who sate on hi^, that she might all men see 

And Blight of all men royally be seene, | 

Upon a throne of gold full bright and sheene,' ' 

Adorned all with gemmes of endlesse price, 

As either might for wealth have gotten beene, I 

Or could be fiam*d by worionans rare device ; | 

And all cmbost^ with lyons and with flourdelice. 

xxvin. I 

All over her a chHh of state was spred, 

> Sprmdy spread. * Sktau, Bhinm^. 

* Bmced mU^ enaed. « Bmb^wty adorned. 



XXVI. 6. — Malfont.'] Compounded of two French words, meaning 
mrilfinmUumt or * welhed of evill words/ aa Spenser explains it. 

XXVII. 9.— And all embost vfith lytms and wUkJlaurdtUce.} « This 
b poiBtiBf oat the aUegory Yery partkMkr."— Urros. 
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Not of rich tissew, nor of cloth of gdd, 

Nor of ought else that may be richest led,^ 

But like a cloud, as likest may be tdd, 

That her brode-spreacfing wings did wyde unfidd ; 

Whose skuts were hordred with bright sunny beameSy 

Glistiing like gold amongst the plights^ enrold, 

And here and there shooting forth silver streames, 

Mongst wluch crept litle angeb through the glittering 
gleames. 

XXIX. 
Seemed those lide angels did uphold 
The cloth of state, and on their purpled wings 
Did beare the pendants through their nimblesse bold ; 
Beades, a thousand more of such as sbgs 
Hymns to high God, and carols heavenly things, 
Ekicompassed the throne on whkh she sate ; 
She, angel-like, the heyre of ancient Kmgs 
And mightie conquerors, in royall state ; 

Whylest Kings and Kesars at her feet did them prostrate. 

XXX. 
Thus she did sit in soverayne maiesde, 
Holding a scepter in her royall hand, 
The sacred pledge of peace and clemencie. 
With whk^h High God had blest her happie land, 
Maugre ^ so many foes which did withstand : 
But at her feet her sw(»d was likewise layde, 
Whose long rest nisted the bright steely brand ; 
Yet whenas foes enforst, or friends sought ayde. 

She could it stemely draw, that all the worid dismayde. 
XXXI. 
And round about before her feet there sate 

* Red, deMribed. • PUgktB, folds. ' Mmugrt^ in tpHe of. 
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A bevie of faiie Virgtns clad in whitOy 

That goodly seem'd t' adorae her loyall state; 

All lovely daughters of high love, that hight^ 

Lits, by him begot in loves delight 

Upon the righteous Theniis ; those they say 

Upon loves iudgment-^eat wayt day and night ; 

And, when in wrath he threats the worids decay. 

They doe his anger cahne and cruell vengeance stay. 
XXXII. 
They also doe, by his divine pennission. 
Upon the thrones of mortall Princes tend, 
And often treat for pardon and remission 
To suppliants, through fraylde which offend : 
Those did upon Mercillaes throne attend, 
lust Dice, wise Eunomie, myld Eirene ; 
And them amongst, her glorie to commend, 
Sate goodly Temperance in garments clene. 

And sacred Reverence yboine of heavenly strene.* 
XXXIII. 
Thus did she sit in royall rich estate, 
Admyr'd of many, honoured of all ; 
Whylest underneath her feete, there as she sate^ 
An huge great lyon lay, (that mote appall 
An bardie ' courage,) like captived thrall 
With a strong yron chaine and coller bound, 
That once he could not move, nor quich ^ at all ; 

1 Hight^ are called. * HardU, bold. 

* Strene^ itock, race. « QwcA, itir. 



XXXI. 5. — LitmJ] This it a word from Uie Greek, meaniiif 



XXXII. S.-^hui Diee^ wise EmnomUf mytd £tr«iM.] Then 
Greek words. Dice meaiu justice, EwumUef wise legisUtion, i 
EtrmUf peace. 
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Yet did he muioiure with rebellioufi aoufidi 
And sofily rqjmei^ when salvage dioler gan redound* 
XXXIV. 
So sittmg high in dreaded soverayntie) 
Those two strange Knights wete to her presence broog^ ; 
Who, bowbg low before her Maiestie, 
Did to her myld obeysance, as they oughti 
And meekest boone that they imagine mou^t: 
To whom she eke ]ncl3ming h& withall, 
As a faire stoupe of her high-soaring thoughti 
A chearefiill countenance on them let iall| 
Yet tempred with some maiestie imperiall. 
XXXV. 
As the bright sunne, what time his fierie teme 
Towards the westeme brim^ begins to draw, 
Gins to abate the brightnesse of his heme, 
And fervour of his flames somewhat adaw ' ; 
So did this mightie Ladie, when she saw 
Those two straoge Knights such homage to her make. 
Bate somewhat of that maiestie and awe 
That whylome ^ wont to doe so many quake, 
And with more myld asp^t those two to entertake.^ 
XXXVI. 
Now at that instant, as occa^on fell, 

> Jlvyiu, roar. « WkyUnmey formerly. 

' Brim, margin of Uie horixon. * Entertake^ entertain. 
' AdaWf moderate. 



XXXIV. ^.-^And meekat booiu, drc] They solicited the tmalleflt 
faTor they eRwld think of. Askedy or some similar word, is nndantood 
before meekest. It was a custom for knights, on entering the 
presence of kings, to request, as a favor, to have some enterprise 
or undertaking assigned to thera. The knights showed their modei^ 
by asking for the least or humblest. 
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When these two stiangor Knights aiiiv'd in place, 
She was about affidies of oomoiOB*wele, 
Dealing of iustice with indiferent^ gnu^e. 
And heanng pleas of people mean and baae^ : 
Monggt which, as then, there was for to be heard 
The Tryall of a great and weightie case, 
Which on both ades was then debating hard: 

But, at the sight of these, those were awhile debard. 
XXXVIl. 
But, after all her princely enteitayne,' 
To th' hearing of that fi>nner cause in hand 
Herselfe efisoones^ she gan convert^ agame ; 
Which that diose Knights likewise mote undentaiid, 
And witnesse forth aright m fivnun land. 
Taking than up unto her stately throne. 
Where they mote heare the matter throughly scand 
On either part, she placed th' one on tb' one, 

Th' other on th' odier side, and neare them none, 
xxxvm. 
Then was there brought, as Prisoner to the bane, 
A La(fie of great countenance and place. 
But that she it with fixile abuse did maire ; 
Yet did appeare rare beaude in her face. 
But blotted with condition vile and base. 
That all her other honour did obscure. 
And tides of nobOide deface : 
Yet, in that wretched semblant,^ she did sure 

The peoples great compasskm unto her allure. 

* HUftrmt^ imptftiil. ^ EftBOOtut, immedislely. 
' Awe, humble. * Convert^ tarn. 

* EnterCsyiM, entertunment * Sem U amif appeumee. 



XXXVIII. 2. — jff Loitie, Ac.] Here ie an dbTioue aUonon to May 
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XXXIX. 

Then up aiose a peiscm of deepe teach, 

And rare in-sight, hard matters to revele ; 

That well could charme his tongue, and time his speach 

To all assayes ^ ; his name was called Zele : 

He gan that Ladie strongly to appele' 

Of many haynous crymes by her enured ^ ; 

And with sharp reasons rang her such a pele, 

That those, whom she to pitie had allured. 

He now t* abhocre and loath her person had procurecL 

XL. 
First gan he tell how this, that seem'd so iaire 
And royally arayd, Duessa hight ^ ; 
That false Duessa, which had wrought great caie^ 
And mickle^ mischiefe unto many a Knight 
By her beguyled and confounded quight : 
But not for those she now in question came, 
Though also those mote question'd be aright, 
But for yyld treasons and outrageous shame, 

Which she against the dred Meicilla oft did frame. 

XLI. 
For she whylome' (as ye mote yet right well 
Remember) had her counsels false conspyred 
With faithlesse Blandamour and Paridell, 

* ^ssayeSf andertakings, purpoaes. * Core, troable. 
' AppeUf accuse. * MiekUf much. 

' Enured^ committed. ^ WhyUfme, formerlj. 

* Hightf was called. 



Queen of Scots, and an Attempt to justify the course punned bj Queen 
Elizabeth towards her. 

XLT. 1. — As ye mote yet right well, &c.} See book IV. eanto 1. 
stanza XXXII. 

XLI. 3. — With faithlesse Blandamour and Pariddl,} " The Earb 
of Northumberland and Westmoreland." — Upton. 
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(Both two her paramours, both by her hyred, 
And both with hope of shadowes vame inspyred,) 
And with them practiz'd, how for to depry ve 
Mercilla of her crowne, by her aspyred, 
That she might it unto herselfe deryve, 

And tryumph in their blood whom she to death did dryve. 
XLII. 
But through high heavens grace, which favour not 
The wicked driftes of trayterous desynes 
Gainst loiall Princes, all this cursed plot 
Ere proofe it tooke discovered was betymes. 
And th' actours won the meede meet for th^ crymes: 
Such be the meede of all that by such meane ^ 
Unto the type of kingdomes tide clymes ! 
But false Duessa, now untitled Queene, 

Was brought to her sad doome, as here was to be seene. 
XLIII. 
Strongly did Zele her haynous fact enforce, 
And many other crimes of foiile defame' 
Against her brought, to banish all remorse, 
And aggravate the horror of her blame : 
And with him, to make part against her, came 
Many grave persons that against her pled. 
Fiist was a sage old syre, that had to name 



meuii. ' Drfanuj ditgnoe. 



XLII. 4. — Ere proofe it tooke.] Ere it was put into execution. 
XLII. 7. — Unto the type^ &c.] Type here means marky stamp, d^ 
votum, and is used in the same sense as in Shakspeare's Richard 111. 

« to the dignity and height of fortune, 

The high, imperial type of this earth*s glory." 

XlAU.l.^AaageMgyre.&jc,'] "The Lord Treasurer Burleigh, 
who, in the course of the trial, appears to have strenuously exerted 
himself against the unfortunate queen." — Todd. 
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The Kmgdomes Care, with a white silyer hed. 
That many hi|^ regards and reasons gunst her red.^ 
XlAV. 

Then gan Authority her to oppose 

With peremptorie powre, that made aU mule; 

And then the Law of Nations gainst her rase,. 

And reasons brought, that no man could refute ; 

Next gan Religion gainst her to impute 

High Grods beheast, and powre of holy lawes ; 

Then gan the peoples cry and commons sute 

Importune' care of their owne publicke cause;. 
And lasdy Justice charged her with breach of lawes. 
XLV. 

But then, for her, on the contrarie part, 

Rose many advocates for her to plead : 

First there came Fitde with foil tender hart, 

And with her ioyn'd Regard of Womanhead ; 

And then came Daunger threatning hidden dread 

And high alliance unto forren powre ; 

Then came Nobilitie of birth, that bread 

Great ruth ^ through her misfortunes tragicke stowre^ ; 
And lasdy Griefe did plead, and many teares forth powre. 
XLVI. 

With the neaie touch whereof in tender hart 

The Briton Prince was sore empassionate. 

And woite mclined much unto her part, 

Through the sad terror of so dreadfoll fate. 

And wretched mine of so high estate ; 

1 Red, declared, uttered. ' RtOkf pitj. 

' Imporhme, earnestly soticit * Stowre, attack. 



XLVT. 3.— 7%0 Briimi Prmee^ &c.] " The Earl of Leioealer (often 
imaged in Prince Arthnr) was thought inclined to the pai^ of the 
Qneen of Scota/' — Uptov. 
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That 'for groat luth^ his courage' gan ralent: 
Which whonas Zele perceived to abate. 
He gan his earnest fervour to augment, 

And many fearefuU obiects to them to present. 
XLvn. 
He gan f eflbrce the evidence anew, 
And new accusements to produce in place : 
He brought forth that old iHag of hellish hew, 
The cursed Atfe, brought her &ce to &ce, 
Who piivie was and partie m the case: 
She, ghd of spoyle and ruinous decay. 
Did her appeach ^ ; and, to her more disgrace, 
The plot of all her practise did display. 

And all her traynes^ and all her treasons ibrth did'ky. 
XLVIII. 
Then brought he forth with griesly grim aspect 
Abhorred Murder, who with bloudie knyfe 
Yet dropping fresh in hand did her detect, 
And there with guiltie bloudshed charged lyfe^: 
Then brought he forth Sedition, breeding stiyfe 
In troublous wits and mutinous upcore : 
Then brought he forth Incontmence of lyfe, 
Even foule Adulterie her face before, 

And lewd Impietie, that her accused sore. 
XLIX. 
All which whenas the Prince had heard and scene. 
His former fancies ruth ^ he gan repent, 

> JlMCft,pity. * TVoyiMf y ■rtiiloee. 

* Catirmge^ heart, mind. * Ryfe, ■bmidaiitly, •! large. 

' j^tpptadk, impeach. 



XLym.fl,—AMtarrid Murder, Ac] "Meaninc themiuderorher 
hnaband, the Earl of Daralej.**— Urrov. 
TOL. in. 38 
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And from her paitie efisoooes ^ was drawn cleene: 
But Artegall, with constant finne intent 
For zeale of lusUce, was against her bent : 
So was she guilde deemed of them all. 
Then Zele began to uige her punishment. 
And to their Queene fcM* iudgement loudly call, 

Unto Mercilla myld, for lustice gainst the thrall. 
L. 
But she, whose princely breast was touched neare 
With piteous ruth ^ of her so wretched pli^t, 
Though plaine she saw, by all that she (£d heare, 
That she of death was guiltie found by right. 
Yet would not let iust vengeance (xi her light ; 
But rather 1^, instead thereof, to fall 

' Few perling drops from her iaire lampes of light ; 
The which she covering with her purple pall 

Would have the passbn hid, and up arose withall. 

> Eftsoones, immediately. ' Rtak, pity. 



L. 6.— Bitf rather Ut, &c.] Queen Elizabeth's condoet to her 
beautiiiil rival hardly deserves the graceful compliment contained 
in these lines. 
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CANTO X. 

Pnnce Arthur takes the enteipiize 

For Belgee for to fight: 
Gerioneoe Seneschall 

He slayes in Beiges right 

I. 
Some clarkes ^ doe doubt in their devicefiill art 
Whether this heavenly thing whereof I treat, 
To weeten ' M^cie, be of lustice part, 
Or drawne forth from her by divine extreate^ : 
Thb well I wote,^ that sure she is as great, 
And meriteth to have as high a place, 
Sith ^ in th' Almighties everiasting seat 
She first was bred, and home of heavenly race ; 
From thence pour'd down on men by influence of grace. 
II. 
For if that Vertue be of so great might 
Which from iust verdict will for nothing start. 
But, to preserve inviolated right, 
Oft spilles the principal! to save the part ; 
So much more then is that of powre and art 
That seekes to save the subiect of her skiU, 

> darkUf clerks, learned men. ^ WaU, know. 

' To weeUny to wit. * Sitk, i 

' £xtreate, extraction. 



Arg. 1. — Prince Artkmr.] Prince Arthur, in this and the 
tng cantoea, aeema to repreaent the Earl of Leiceater. 
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Yet neyer doth from doome^ of right depart; 

As it is greater prayse to save then' spill. 
And better to refonne ibesa to cut off the ill. 
III. 

Who then can thee, Mercilla, thiou^y ' prayse, 

That herein doest all earthly Princes pas? 

What heavetily Muse shall thy great honour rayse 

Up to the skies, whence first deriv'd it was. 

And now on earth itselfe enlaiged has. 

From th' utmost brinke of the Armericke shore. 

Unto the margent of the Molucas ? 

Those nations fiurre thy lustice doe adore ; 
But thine owne people do thy Meicy prayse much mate. 

IV. 

Much more it praysed was of those two Knights, 
The noble Prince and righteous Artegall, 
When they had scene and heard her doome arights 
Against Duessa, damned ^ by them all ; 
But by her tempred without griefe or gall, 
Till strong constraint did her thereto enforce: 
And yet even then ruing ^ her wilfiill fall 
With more then' needfiill naturall remorse, 
And yeelding the last honour to her wretched corse. 
V. 
During all which, those Knights continued there 

^ Doome, judgment, sentence. * Damned, condemned. 
' T%en, than. ' Rating, pitying. 

' Throughly, thorooghly. 



III. 6. — Armericke lAore.] Brittany in France, formerly called 
Armoriea. Todd propoaes to snlwtitute Americke for Armericke^ aap- 
poaing that the poet meant to compliment Qneen Elizabeth on account 
df Bit Walter Raleigh's recent settlements in Virginia. 

IV. 3. — Her doome aingkt$.'\ The sentence rightly prooounoed hy 
her. 
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Both doing and receiving cuiteriert 
Of tbat great Ladie, who with gpodij chtoe 
Them entntayn'd, fit fiir their dignitiiBi 
Approving dayly to their noble eyes 
Royall samples of her mercies rare 
And woitbie patems of her clemencies ; 
Which till this day mongst many living are, 

Who them to their posterities doe still declare. 
VI. 
Amongst the rest, which in that space befell, 
There came two Springals ^ of foil tender yeares. 
Fane thence fiom forr^ land where they did dwell. 
To seeke fat succour of her and her Peares, 
With humble prayers and mtreatfoU teares ; 
Sent by their Mother who, a Widow, was 
Wrapt b great dolours and m deadly feares 
By a strong Tyrant, who bvaded has 

Her land, and slaine her children ruefolly, alas ! 
VII. 
Her name was Belgfe ; who in former age 
A Lady of great worth and wealth had beene, 
And Mother of a fiutefull heritage, 
Eveb seventeene goodly Sonnes ; which who had scene 
In their first flowre, before this fotall teene^ 
Them overtooke and dieir &ire blossomes blasted, 

^ 8pn)tgml», jmmg men. * Taane, afflietion. 



VI. 6. — 8aUhy tkehr MaUkery Ac,] « In the year 1577, the Marqau 
ef Hooree and Adolj^ MeUcerk weie deputed by the States of HoUand 
to wait ttpon Qoeen Eltcabeth, in order to aolieit a loan of a million 
•terling for eight months." flee Camden. — Church. 

VI. 8. — By a &tnmg Tyant.] Philip, king of Spain. 

VII. 4. — Ewn sweRUens goodly Somut.] The aeTenteen pr bri n ee a 
of the Netherlands. 

32 • 
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More happie Mother would her surdjr weene 
Then ^ fimous Niobe, before she tasted 

Ltttonaffl childreDs wrath that all her issue wasted, 
vm. 
But this fell Tyrant, through his tortious' powie, 
Had left her now but five of all that brood : 
For twdve of them he did by times devoure, 
And to his Idols sacrifice thw blood, 
Whilest he of none was stopped nor withstood : 
For soothly ^ he was one of matchlesse might. 
Of horrible asptet and dreadiull mood, 
And had three bodies in one wast * empight,^ 

And th' armes and legs of three to succour him m fight 
IX. 
And sooth ^ they say that he was home and bred 
Of Gyants race, the sonne of Geryon ; 
He that whylcHne^ in Spaine so sore was dred® 
For his huge powre and great oppression, 
Which brought that land to his subiection, 
Through hb three bodies powre in one combyn'd ; 
And eke all strangers, in that region 
Anyving, to his kyne for food assynd ; 

The fayrest kyne alive, but of the fiercest kynd : 

1 J%aiy than. * Empighi, placed. 

* Tortious, wrongftil. * Soothe truly. 

* Soothly f truly. ^ WhyUmey formerly. 
« Wastf waist, body. " Dred, dreaded. 



VIII. 2.— But Jive of all that brood,] The Netherlands were angin- 
ally composed of seventeen provinces. When Philip II. began to 
deprive them of their religious and civil privileges, the five northern 
provinces declared themselves independent of Spain, and after going 
through the thirty years' war, became a separate and independent 
republic, under the name of Holland. The other twelve provinces 
cont'mued under the power of the king of Spain. 
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X. 

For they were all^ they say^ of purple hew, 
Kept bjr a cowheard, hight ^ EuiytioDy 
A cruel! carie, the which all strangera slew, 
Ne day nor night did sleepe t' attend them on, 
But walkt about them ever and anone 
With his two-headed dogge that Orthrus hight ^ ; 
Orthrus begotten by great Typhaon 
And foule Echidna in the house of Night : 

But Hercules them all did overcome in fight. 
XI. 
His Sonne was thb Geryoneo hight ^ ; 
Who, after that his monstrous father fell 
Under Alcides club, streight tooke his flight 
From that sad land, where he his syre did queO, 
And came to this, where Beige then did dwell 
And flourish in all wealth and happinesse. 
Being then new made Widow, as befell, 
After her noble Husbands late decesse ' ; 

Which gave beginning to her woe and wretchednesse. 
XII. 
Then this bdd Tyrant, of her widowhed 
Taking advantage and her yet fiesh woes, 
Himselfe and service to her offered. 
Her to defend against all forrem fi)es 
That should their powre against her right oppose : 
Whereof she glad, now needing strong defence. 
Him entertayn'd and did her Champion chose ; 

> Higktf called. * Dee^SMB, decease. 



XI. 8. — Htir noUe Hu^aiub Uue deesM$B,] Tiiii, aocordtng to Upton, 
aUndef to the aanannation of the Prince of Orange. 
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Which loog he usd with carefiill diligeoce, 
The hettflr tD confirme h«r fearatease oonfideooe. 

xm. 

Bj inetneB whereof the did at hot oomndt 
All tD his hands, and gave him aoveiaiiie powoa 
To doe whatever he thoi^^t good or fit: 
Which having got, he gan fijith firom that ho«m 
To stirre up strife and many a tragicke stowve^; 
Givmg her dearest diildreD one bj one 
Unto a dreadfoU Monster to devouve, 
And setting up an Idole of his owne, 

The image of his monstrous paient CSeiyooa. 
XIV. 
So tTTanmizing and oppressing afl, 
The woeful! Widow had no meanes now left. 
But unto gratious great Mercilla call 
For ayde against that cniell Tyrants theft. 
Ere all her children he fiom her had reft : 
Therefore these two, her eldest Sonnes, she sent 
To seeke for succour of this Ladies gieft ^ : 
To whom their sute they humbly did present 

In th' hearing of M many Knights and Ladies geDC' 
XV. 
Amongst the which then fortuned to bee 
The noble Briton Prince with his brave peare ; 
Who when be none of all those Knights &d see 
Hastily bent that enterprise to heare, 



8Ufwr€, manxiit * Gie/I, gift 

' OmU, gentle, aoeompliilied. 



Xin. 7. — Jl drmuyiM MoiuUr.] « Meuing the pqiiitiBia feligion, 
enforced by peTaecatio& ; perticnlirly the Inqoiattion, whiflh the Iktkm 
of Alva set np in the Netheriande."— Uptov. 



O* %. THE rAXRIE qUEENE. 881 

Nor undertake the same tot eowheaid ^ feire, 
He stepped fertb with courage bold and great, 
Admyr'd of aU the rest in presence there, 
And humbly gan that mightie Queene entreat 

To graunt him that adventure fiur hb fonner feat 
XVI. 
She gladly graunted it : then he strughtway 
Himselfe imto his ioumey gan prepare, 
And all his armours readie dight ^ that day, 
That nought the morrow next mote stay his fare. 
The morrow next appeared with purple hayre 
Yet dropping fresh out of the Indian fount, 
And bringing light into the heavens fayre, 
When he was readie to his steede to mount 

Unto his way, which now was all his care and count' 
xvn. 
Then taking humble leave of that great Queene, 
Who gave him roiall gifies and riches rare, 
As tokens of her thankeM mind beseeoe. 
And leaving ArtegaD to his owne care, 
Upon hb voyage forth he gan to fiire 
With those two gende Touthes, which him did guide 
And all his way before him still prepare : 
Ne after him did Artegall abide, 

But on his first adventure forward forth did lide. 
XVIII. 
It was not long till that the Prince arrived 
Withm the land where dwelt that Ladie sad ; 
Whereof that Tyrant had her now deprived, 

' Cm^uard^ coward. * ^^i prepared. 

' Cnmt, object of interest. 



XV . 9.^ For his farwur fuU.] For hia fint adTenture. 
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And bto moores and marshes banisht had. 
Out of the pleasant soyle and citdes ^ad. 
In which she wont to haibour happily : 
But now his cnielty so sore she drad/ 
That to those fennes for fiistnesse^ she did fly. 

And there herselfe did hyde from his hard tyranny. 

XIX. 
There he her found in sorrow and dismay. 
All solitarie without living wight ; 
For all her odier children, through affiay,^ 
Had hid themselves, or taken fiirther flight: 
And eke herselfe through sudden strange affii^t. 
When one in armes she saw, began to fly ; 
But, when her owne two Sonnes she had in sight. 
She gan take hart and looke up ioyfuUy ; 

For well she wbt ^ this Knight came succour to supjdy. 

XX. 
And, ninning unto them with greedy ioyes, 
Fell straight about their neckes as they did knede. 
And bursting forth in teares ; '< Ah ! my sweet boyes,** 
Sayd she, " yet now I gin new life to feele ; 
And feeble spirits, that gan &int and rede, 
Now rise againe at this your ioyous sight. 
Alreadie seemes that fortunes headlong wheele 
Begins to turoe, and sunne to shine more bright 

Then ^ it was wont, through comfort of this noble KnigfaL*^ 

XXI. 
Then turning unto him ; '^ And you. Sir Knight," 
Said she, " that taken have this toylesome paine 
For wretched woman, miserable wight, 

> Drad, dreaded. * Fastnetse, itrong-hold, protection. 
» Affray, terror. < Wist, knew. 
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May you in heaven immortall guerdon game 
For so great travel! ^ as you doe sustaine ! 
For other meede may hope for none of mee. 
To whom nought else but bare life doth remaine ; 
And that so wretched one, as ye do see 

Is liker lingring death then' loathed life to bee/' 
XXII. 
Much was he moved with h^ piteous plight ; 
And low dismounting fiom hb loftie steede 
Gan to recomfort her all that he might, 
Seeking to drive away deepe-rooted dreede 
With hope of helpe in that her greatest neede. 
So thence he wished her with him to wend ^ 
Unto some place where they mote rest and feede, 
And she take comfort whkh God now did send : 

Good hart in evib doth the evils much amend. 
XXIII. 
^< Ay me ! " sayd she, <^ and whither shall I goe ? 
Are not all places fiiU of foiraine powres ? 
My pallaces possessed of my foe, 
My cities sackt, and their sky-threatning towres 
Raced ^ and made smooth fields now foil of flowres ? 
Onely these marishes ' and myrie bogs. 
In which the fearefull ewftes ' do build their bowres, 
Yeeld me an hostry "^ mongst the ciokmg fiogs, 

And harbour here in safety fifom those ravenous dogs." 

> TraveU, trarail, labor. * AToriiW, manliM. 

' T%en, than. * JEw/Ur, efti. 

* Wmdf go. 7 Hottry, lodging. 

* Raced, rmied. 



XXi. 6. — For otkgr meede menf kape for lume iff mee.] For none 
may hope for other meed of me. 
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XXIV. 
^^ Nathlesse/' said he, ^*deare Ladie, with me goe; 
Some place shall us feoeive and harbour yield ; 
If not, we will it feice, maugre ^ your So^ 
And purchase' it to us with speare and shield: 
And if all fayle, yet farewell open field ! 
The Earth to all her creatures lodging lends." 
With such his cbeareiidl speaches he doth wield ' 
Her mind so well, that to his will she hends ; [weods.^ 

And, bynding up her locks and weeds,^ forth with him 
XXV. 
They came unto a Citie fimre up land. 
The which whylome' that Ladies owne had bene ; 
But now by force exttnt ^ out of her hand 
By her stnmg foe, who had de&ced cleene ^ 
Her stately towres and buildings sunny sheene,^ 
Shut up her haven, mard her marchants trade, 
Robbed her people that iiill lich had beeoe. 
And in her necke a Castle huge had made. 

The which did her commaund without needing perswade. 
XXVI. 
That Castle was the strength of all that State, 
Untill that State by strength was pulled downe ; 

' MaugrBf in spite of. * WhyUme^ fonnerly. 

* FwrehasBf procme. ^ Extort^ extortad. 
' 9Viddj inflaence. ' CUetu, entirely. 

* Weeds f dren. ' Skeene, shining. 

* Wendt,goeB. 



XXIV. 5. — Farewell open field.] Farewell u here used in the Rnee 
of "well may it fare," or " welcome." 

XXV. 1. —A Citte, Ac.] ^ This city I suppose to he Antweip, and 
the casUe, the citadel which was hoiU by the Doke of AIte to keep 
the people in awe." — Upton. 
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And that same Citiei so dow ruinate,^ 

Had bene the keye of all that Kingdomes ciowne ; 

Both goodly Casdci and both goodly Towne^ 

Till that th' oflbnded heavens list to lowre 

Upon their blisse, and balefull fortune fiowne. 

When those gainst states and kingdomes do coniuie,' 

Who dien can thinke thdr hedlong mine to recure ' ! 
XXVII. 
But he had brought it now m servile bond, 
And made it beare the ydce of Inquisition, 
Stry ving long time in vaine it to withstond ; 
Yet glad at last to make most base submissKHi, 
And life enioy for any compoatkxi : 
So now he hath new lawes and orders new 
Imposd on it with many a hard condition, 
And forced it, the honour that is dew 

To God, to doe unto his Idoie most untrew. 
XXVIII. 
To him he hath before this Castle Greene 
Built a fiure chappell, and an altar framed 
Of cosdy ivory foil rich beseene, 

* Rmnaie^ brought to ruin. ' C9iitair«| coiiipin, 

■ Recure, restore. 



XXVI. 3. — Citie, to now ntimate.'] Antwerp, which, in the reign of 
Charlee V., wu the first commercial city in Europe, sufiered greatly in 
the war waged by the states of Holland against his successor. It was 
sacked by the Spaniards in 1576, and endured a siege of fourteen 
months by their forces under the Prince of Parma, ending in its 
capture in 1565. 

XXVII. 2,—Cf inqmsitiomJ] « The Inquisition was introduced in 
HoUand by Philip II. of Spain. This is that Idol so often mentioned 
in this canto." — Cbvrch. 

XXVIII. 1. — nit CatOe Chreeme.} The green enclosure befon t|» 

9. 
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On which that cursed Idole, &ne pioclamed. 
He hath set up, and him his god hath named ; 
Offiing to him in sinfiill sacrifice 
The flesh of men, to Gods owne likenesse firamed. 
And powring forth th^ bloud in brutishe wize, 

That any yion eyes, to see, it would agrize.^ 
XXIX. 
And, for more hoiror and more crueltie. 
Under that cursed Idols altar-stone 
An hideous Monster doth in darimesse lie, 
Whose dieadfull shape was never seene of none 
That lives on earth ; but unto those ak»ie 
The which unto him sacrificed bee : 
Those he devoures, they say, both flesh and bone ; 
What else they have is all the Tyrants fee ' : 

So that no whit of them remajmmg one may see. 
XXX. 
There eke he placed a strong garrisone, 
And set a Seneschall of dreaded might. 
That by his powre oppressed every one, 
And vanquished all venturous Knights in fight; 
To whom he wont shew all the shame he might, 
After that them m battell he had wonne : 
To which when now they gan approch in aght, 
The Ladie counseld him the place to shonne, 

Whereas so many Knights had fouly bene fordonne.' 

^ 4friM, cuue to shudder. ' F00, properly. 

' FardamUf undone. 



XXX. 2.^ A SeneMckaU tf dreaded fidghl,'\ "Meftning Uie regent 
of the Netherlands, set up by Philip, king of Spun. The cmeleil of 
■11 WM the Duke of AWa."— Upton. 
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XXXI. 
Her fearefiill speaches nought he did regard ; 
But, ryding streight under the Castle wall, 
Called aloud unto the watchfull Ward 
Which there did wayte, willing them forth to call 
Into the 6eld their Tyrants Seneschall : 
To whom when tydings thereof came, he strright 
Cab for his armes, and arming him withall 
EAsoones^ forth pricked proudly in his might, 

And gan with courage fierce addnsse him to the fight 
XXXII. 
They hoth encounter in the middle plaine, 
And their sharpe speares doe both together smite 
Amid their shields with so huge might and maine, 
That seem'd their soules they would have lyven^ quight 
Out of their hreasts with furious despight: 
Yet could the Seneschals no entrance find 
Into the Princes shield where it empight,' 
(So pure the metall was and well refynd,) 

But shivered all about, and scattered in the wynd : 
XXXIII. 
Not so the Princes ; but with restlesse ^ force 
Into his shield it readie passage found, 
Both through his haberieon ^ and eke his corse ; 
Which tombling downe upon the senselesse ground 
Gave leave unto his ghost fiom thraldome bound 
To wander in the griesly shades of night: 
There did the Prince him leave in deadly swound, 



> lgfbo0iief, immediately. * Ryvtn, torn. 

' Empightj caught, struck. ^ RujUtU y reaiitlea. 

* HmberUonf coat of mail. 
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And thence unto the Castle marched right. 
To see if entrance there as yet oblame he mig^t. 
XXXIV. 
But, as he mgher drew, three Knights he spjde. 
All arm'd to point issuing forth apace, 
Which towards him with all their powre did lyide. 
And meeting him right in the middle race 
Did all their speares attonce on him enchace.^ 
As three great culverings^ for batterie bent. 
And leveld all against one certaine place, 
Doe all attonce their thunders rage forthrent,' 
That makes the wals to staler with astonishment : 
XXXV. 
So all attonce they oa the Prince did tbonder; 
Who from hb saddle swarved ^ nought asyde, 
Ne to their force gave way, that was great wonder ; 
But like a bulwarke firmely did abyde, 
Rebutting ^ him, which in the midst did ryde. 
With so huge rigour, that his mortall speare 
Past through his shield and pierst thiough either qrde ; 
That downe he fell uppon his mother deare, 
And powred forth his wretched life in deadly dreajoe.^ 
XXXVI. 
Whom when his other fellowes saw, they fled 
As fast as feete could carry them away ; 
And after them the Prince as swiftly sped, 
To be aveng'd of their unknightly play. 
There, whilest they entring th' one did th' other stay, 

> Enehace, fix. * Swarvedy swerved. 

* Ctiheringgf cnlverms, * RibuUing^ jrepeUing. 

a kind of cftnnon. ' Drearer grief, •orrow. 
' FortkraUy lend forth. 
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The iundmost in the gate be overiieiit,^ 
And, as he pressed in, him there did slay : 
His carkasse tumbling on the threshold sent 

His groning soule unto her place of punishment. 
XXXVII. 
The other which was entred laboured fitst 
To sperre^ the gate ; but that same lumpe of clay, 
Whose grudging ghost was thereout fled and past, 
Right in the middest of the threshold lay, 
That it the posterae did fiom closing stay : 
The whiles the Prince hard preased in betweene. 
And entraunce wonne : streight th' other fled away. 
And ran into the hall, where he did weene 

Himselfe to save ; but be there slew him at the skreene. 
xxxvm. 
Then all the rest which in that Castle were. 
Seeing that sad ensample them before. 
Durst not abide, but fled away for feare. 
And them convayd out at a posteme dore. 
Long sought the Prince; but, when he found no more 
T' oppose agabst his powre, he forth issued 
Unto that Lady, where he her had lore,' 
And her gan cheare with what she there had vewed. 

And, what she had not scene within, unto her shewed: 
XXXIX. 
Who with right humble thankes him goodly greeting 
For so great prowesse as he there had proved. 
Much greater then ^ was ever b her weeting,^ 

* OocrftaU, overtook. * TkenyihMik. 

* aperre, ftiCen, bolt * f^eeftn^, knowledge. 

* Lore, left. 



XXXVII. 9,''Attke skreene.] At the entnnoe into the htU. 

33» 



390 THS FASBIE ^UCENE* B. T. 

With great admiraunce inwardly was nx>ved| 
And boDOurd him with all that her behoved. 
Thenceforth into that Castle be her led 
With her two Sonnes right deare of her beloved ; 
Where all that night themselves thejr ch«nshed, 
And fiom her balefull mmde all care he banished. 
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CANTO XI. 

Prince Arthure oTercomee the great 

GerioDeo in fight : 
Doth slay the Monster, and restore 

Belg^ unto her right 

I. 
It often fals,^ in course of common life, 
That right long time is orerbome of wrong 
Through avarice, or powre, or guile, or strife, 
That weakens her, and makes her party strong : 
But lustice, though her dome' she doe prolong. 
Yet at the last she will her owne cause right : 
As by sad Beige seemes ; whose wrongs though long 
She suffred, yet at length she did requight. 

And sent redresse thereof by this brave Briton Knight. 
n. 
Whereof when newes was to that Tyrant brought. 
How that the Lady Belgfe now had found 
A Champion, that bad with his Champion fixight. 
And laid his Seneschall low on the ground. 
And eke bimselfe did threaten to confound ; 
He gan to bume in rage, and friese in feare. 
Doubting ^ sad end of principle ^ unsound : 
Tet, sith ^ he heard but one that did appeare. 

He did bimselfe encourage and take better cheare. 

> Fals, beiUls. ' DomBf doom. ' Dtmttingf ifetring. 

* FrmeipU, (prme^riitmf Lat.,) beginning. * SUk, since. 
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in. 
Nathelesse himselfe he armed aU m hast. 
And forth he far'd with all his many bad,^ 
Ne stayed step, till that he came at last 
Unto the Castle which they conquerd had 
There with huge tenour, to be more ydrad,^ 
He stemely roaicht before the Castle gate. 
And, with bold vaunts and ydle threatning, bad 
Deliver him his owne, ere yet too late, 

To which they had no right, nor any wrcMigeiiill state. 
IV. 
The Prince staid not his aunswere to devize, 
But opening streight the sparre^ forth to him came, 
Full nobly mounted in right wariike wize : 
And asked him, if that he were the same. 
Who all that wrong unto that woiuU Dame 
So long had done, and bom her native land 
Exiled her, that all the world spake shame. 
He boldly aunswerd him, He there did stand 

That would his doings iustifie with his owne hand. 
V. 
With that so fiiriously at him he flew, 
As if he would have over-run him streight ; 
And with his huge great ynm axe gan hew 
So hideously uppon his armour bright, 
As he to peeces would have chopt it quight ; 
That the bold Prince was forced foote to give 
To his first rage, and yeeld to his despight; 

^ .Vaiiy badf wicked company. * Ydmdf dreaded. 

' Sparref bolt 



m. 9. — Jfor amy wnmgefvU siaU.^ Nor tnj eftate or poM C MO i y 
claim, not eyen one founded on wrong. 
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The whilest at him so dreadfiilly he driTe, 
That seemM a marUe rocke asunder could have ii?e.^ 
VI. 
Thereto ' a great advauntage eke he has 
Through his three double hands thrise multiplydoy 
Besides the double strength which m them was: 
For stil, when fit occasicHi did betyde, 
He could his weapon shift from side to syde. 
From hand to hand ; and with such nimblesse sly ' 
Could wield about, that, ere it were espide, 
The wicked stroke did wound his enemy 
Behinde, beside, before, as be it list apply, 
vn. 
Which uncouth use^ whenas the Prince percdved, 
He gan to watch the wielding of hb hand, 
Least ^ by such slight he were unwares deceived ; 
And ever, ere he saw the stroke to land, 
He would it meete and warily withstand. 
One time when he hb weapon faynd to shift, 
As he was wont, and chang'd from hand to hand. 
He met him with a counter-stroke so swift. 
That quite smit off his arme as he it up did lift, 
vin. 
Therewith all fraught with fruy and disdaine 
He brayd aloud ibr very fell despight ; 
And sodainely, t' avenge himselfe agame 
Gan mto one assemble all the might 
Of all his hands, and heaved them on bight, 
Thinldng to pay him with that one fixr all : 

* Rim, split * Thereto, besides. * Sly, quick. 
^ Unamtk u$e, stnnge manner of fighting. 
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But the sad Steele seizd not, where it was higbt,^ 
UppoD the ChSde,' but somewhat short did M, 

And lighting on his horses head him quite did malL' 
IX. 
Downe straight to ground fell his astonisht steed. 
And eke to th' earth his burden with iim bare ; 
But he himselfe fiiU lightly fix)m him fieed. 
And gan himselfe to fight on foote prepare : 
Whereof whenas the Gyant was aware. 
He wox right blyth, as he had got thereby, 
And laught so loud, that all his teeth wide bare 
One might have seene enraung'd disorderiy, 

Like to a rancke of piles that pitched are awiy. 
X. 
Elftsoones ^ agabe his axe he raught ' on hie. 
Ere he were throughly buckled to his geare, 
And can let drive at him so dreadfiiUie, 
That had he chaunced not his shield to reare, 
Ere that huge stroke arrived on him neare, 
He had him surely cloven quite in twaine : 
But th' adamantiue shield which he did beare 
So well was tempred, that for all his maine* 

It would no passage yeeld unto his purpose vame. 
XL 
Tet was the stroke so forcibly applide, 

^ Hight^ directed. « EfUomes^ immeditttely. 

* CkiltU, young man. * RoMghtf reached. 

* JUUZ, maul. * Mame, atrengUi. 



IX. 6.— j9« he had got thereby.^ As if he had gained lome adTia- 
tage thereby. 

X. 2,-^BmekUd to ki$ jfaora.] Made ready for reauming the eon- 
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That made bim stagger with uncertame sway. 
As if he would have tottered to one side : 
Wherewith full wroth he fiercely gan assay 
That curt'sie with like kindnesse to repay, 
And smote at him with so importune ^ might. 
That two more of his armes did fall away, 
like fhiitlesse braunches, which the hatchets slight 

Hath pruned fiom the native tree and cropped quight 

XII. 
With that all mad and fiirious he grew. 
Like a fell mastiffe through enraging heat, 
And curst, and band,^ and blasphemies forth threw 
Against his gods, and fire to them did threat. 
And hell unto himselfe with honour great: 
Thenceforth he car'd no more which way he strooke, 
Nor where it light ; but gan to chaufe and sweat. 
And gnasht his teeth, and his head at him shooke. 

And stemely him beheld with grim and ghastly looke. 

xni. 

Nought fear'd the Childe his lookes, ne yet his threats ; 
But onely wexed now the more aware 
To save himselfe fiom those his fiirious heats. 
And watch advauntage how to worice his care, 
The which good fortune to him ofired fiure: 
For as he m his rage him overstrooke, 
He, ere he could his weapon backe repaire. 
His side all bare and naked overtooke, 
And with his mortal steel quite through the body strooke. 

XIV. 
Through aU three bodies he him strooke attonce, 

> ImpeThme^ ernel, Tiolent. * Band, coned. 



Xlll. 4. — Works his care.} Work hii injury or deftraction. 
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That all the throe attonce fdl on the plaine. 
Else should he thrise have needed fixr the DODce^ 
Them to have stricken, and thrise to have slaine. 
So now all three ooe sencelesse lumpe remaine, 
EowalloVd m his owne blacke bk)udy gore. 
And bytmg th' earth for very deaths disdaine ; 
Who, with a cloud of night him covering, bore 

Downe to the House of Dde,^ his daies thore to depkci. 

XV. 
Which when the Lady fiom the Castle saw, 
Where she with her two Sonnes did looking stand. 
She towards him in hast herselfe did draw 
To greet him the good fortune of his hand : 
And all the people both of towne and land. 
Which there stood gazmg from the Citties wall 
Uppon these Wairiours, greedy t* understand 
To whether should the victory befiill, 

Now when they saw it falne, they eke him greeted alL 

XVI. 
But Beige with her Sonnes prostrated low 
Before his feete, m all that peoples sight, 
Mongst ioyes mixing some tears, mongst wele some wo^ 
Him thus bespake ; " O most redoubted Knight, 
The which liast me, o( all most wretched wight. 
That earst^ was dead, restor'd to life againe. 
And these weake impes^ replanted by thy might; 
What guerdon can I give thee for thy peine. 

But ev'n that which thou savedst thme still to remaine ! " 



1 For the noneey for the occasion. ' Emrst, before. 
* DoUf Borrow, grief « Impes, ahoote. 



XV . 4. — To greet Aim, Sec.] To congratulate him upon 

XVi. 9.— Bitf ev'n tMat, &c.] « Doea not this plainly aUude to the 
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xvn. 
Ha tooke ber up finby^ the lilly hand, 
And her recomforted the best be might, 
Saying ; '^ Deare Lady, deedes ought not be scand 
By th' authors manhood, nor the doers might, 
But by their tniech and by the causes right : 
That same is it which fought for you this day. 
What other meed then need me to requight. 
But that which yeddeth vertues meed alway ? 
That b, the vertue selfe, which her reward doth pay." 

xvra. 
She humbly thankt him lor that wondrous grace, 
And further sayd ; ^' Ah ! Sir, but mote ye please, 
Sith ' ye thus fane have tendred my poore case, 
As from my chiefest fi)e me to release, 
That your victorious arme will not yet cease. 
Till ye have rooted all the relickes out 
Of that vilde^ race, and stablished my peace." 
<< What is there dse," sayd he, '* left of thrir rout ? 
Declare it bddly, Dame, and doe not stand in dout ^ " 

XIX. 
"Then wote ^ you, %, that m this Church hereby 
There stands an Idole of great note and name. 
The which this Gjrant reared first on hie, 
And of his owne vame fimcies thought did frame: 
To whom, for endlesse honour of his shame. 
He offired up for daily sacrifize 
My children and my people, burnt m flame 

I Forhy, hy. > VUde, Tile. • WoU, know. 

* aUkf ttnce. ^ Data, fear. 



•fer and to the Qveen's lefiuid of tlie — f eroi gwt y of tht 
Netheriandi ? " — Uptom . 

VOL. m. 34 
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With all the tortures that he could deyize. 
The more t* aggrate ^ his gpd with such hb bbuddj guise. 
XX. 
" And underneath this Idoil there doth lie 
An hideous Monster, that doth it defend, 
And feedes on aU the caikasses that die 
In sacrifize unto that cursed Feend : 
Whose ugly shape none ever saw, nor kend,^ 
That ever scap'd : for of a man they say 
It has the voice, that speaches forth doth send, 
Even blasphemous words, which she doth bray 
Out of her poysnous entrails fraught with dire decay." 
XXI. 
Which when the Prince heard tell, his heart gan eame' 
For great denre that Monster to assay ; 
And prayd the place of her abode to leame: 
Which being shewed, he gan himselfe streightway 
Thereto addresse, and his bright shield dbplay. 
So to the Church he came, where it was told 
The Monster underneath the altar lay ; 
There he that Idoll saw of massy gold 
Most richly made, but there no monster did behold. 
XXII. 
Upon the Image with his naked blade 
Three times, as in defiance, there he strooke ; 
And, the third time, out of an hidden shade 
There forth issewd fiom under th' altars smooke 
A dreadfiill Feend with fowle deformed looke, 
That stretcht itselfe as it had long lyen sdll ; 
And her long taile and fethers strongly shooke, 

> JiggraU, pleMe ' Kmd, knew. ' JEcme, yevn. 
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That aU the Temple did with temwr fill; 

Tet him nought teiiifide that feared nothing ill. 
XXIII. 
An huge great Beast it was, when it m length 
Was stretched forth that nigh fild all the place, 
And seem'd to be of infinite great strength ; 
Horrible, hideous, and of hellish race, 
Borne of the brooding of Echidna base, 
Or other like infemall Furies kinde : 
For of a mayd she had the outward iace. 
To hide the horrour which did lurke behinde, 

The better to beguile whom she so fond ^ did finde. 
XXIV. 
Thereto^ the body of a dog she had. 
Full of fell ravin and fierce greedinesse ; 
A lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad, 
To rend and teare whatso she can oppresse ; 
A dragons taile, whose sting without redresse 
Full deadly wounds whereso it b empight'; 
And eagles wmgs, ibr scope and speedinesse. 
That nothing may escape her reaching might, 

Whereto she ever list to make her hardy flight. 
XXV. 
Much like m foulnesse and deformity 
Unto that Monster, whom the Theban Knight, 
The Father of that &tall progeny, 
Made kill heiselfe for very hearts despight 

* Fand^ foolish. * TJkereto, also. ' Emyigki, fixed. 



XXV. 2. — 7Ul MotuUr.J The Sphinx. 
XXV.3.-7)U7V6atiJirjiv^.] (Edipna. 

XXV. 3. — FataU progmjf.] Progeny which were the vietiiiM of a 
peculiar &te. 
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That he bad red her riddle, which do wight 
Could ever loose,^ but suffied deadly doole': 
So also did this Monster use like slight 
To many a one which came unto her scboole, 

Whom she did put to death decayed like a lode. 
XXVI. 
She comming forth, whenas she first beheld 
The armed Prince with shield so blazbg bright 
Her ready to assaile, was greatly queld. 
And much dismayd with that dismayfiill sight, 
That backe she would have tuind for great affii^t: 
But he gan her with courage fierce assay. 
That forst her tume againe in her despight 
To save herselfe, least ^ that he did her slay ; 

And sure he had her slaine, had she not tumd her way. 
XXVII. 
Tho,^ when she saw that she was forst to fight, 
She flew at him like to an hellish feend. 
And on his shield tooke hold with all her might. 
As if that it she would in peeces rend. 
Or reave ^ out of the hand that did it bend ^ : 
Strongly he strove out of her greedy gripe 
To loose his shield, and long while did contend ; 
But, when he could not quite it, with one stripe^ 

Her lions clawes he fiom her feete away did wipe. 
XXVIII. 
With that aloude she gan to bray and yell. 
And fowle blasphemous speaches forth did cast, 



* LooMB, solve. * Reave, take. 
' DooUf mitfortune. * Hend, gnmp, 

* Leaat, lest * fiTr^, blow. 
^ 7%0, then. 
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And bitter ciiisesy horrible to tell ; 
That even the Temple, wherein she was plast. 
Did quake to heare, and nigh asunder brast ^ ; 
Tho' with her huge long taiie she at him stiDoke, 
That made him stagger and stand halfe aghast 
With trembling ioynts, as he for terxour shooke; 

Who nought was terrifide, but greater courage tooke. 
XXIX. 
As when the mast of some well-timbred hulke 
Is with the blast of some outragious storme 
Blowne downe, it shakes the bottome of the bulke, 
And makes her ribs to cracke as they were tome ; 
Whitest still she stands as stontsht and forloroe ; 
So was he stound^ with stroke of her huge taile: 
But, ere that it she backe againe had borne, 
He with his sword it strooke, that without faile 

He ioynted it, and mard the swmging of her flaile. 
XXX. 
Then gan she ciy much louder than afore, 
That all the people, there without, it heard. 
And Beige selfe was thereipidth stonied ^ sore. 
As if the onely sound thereof she feard. 
But then the Feend herselfe more fiercely reard 
Uppon her wide great wings, and strongly fiew 
With all her body at his head and beard. 
That had he not foreseene with heedfull vew, 

And thrown his shield atween, she had him done torew: 

^ Brast, bunt ' SUnmd, ftunned. 

' ThOf then. * SumUdf astoniahedy ■kmied. 



XXX. A.—JiM if tke tmdy sound, &c.] As if ahs feared only tht 
■ound thereof, or the mere aound thereof. 
XXX. 9. — Dane to rem,] Cftoaed to Ument 
34* 
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XXXI. 

But, as she prest on him with heavy sway. 
Under her wombe his fatall sword he thrust. 
And fer her entrailes made an open way 
To issue forth ; the which, once bdng brust,^ 
Lake to a great mill-damb forth fiercely gusht. 
And powred out of her infemall sinke 
Most ugly filth ; and poyson therewith rusht. 
That him nigh choked with the deadly stinke: 

Such loathly matter were small lust' to speake or thinke. 
XXXII. 
Then downe to ground fell that defi)rmed Masse, 
Breathing out clouds of sulphure fowie and blacke. 
In which a puddle of contagion was, 
More loathd then ^ Lema, or then ^ Stygian lake, 
That any man would nigh awhaped * make : 
Whom when he saw on ground, he was fiiU glad. 
And streight went forth his gladnesse to partake 
With Beige, who watcht all this while full sad, 

Wayting what end would be of that same daunger drad.' 
XXXIII. 
Whom when she saw so loyously come forth, 
She gan reioyce and shew triumphant chere. 
Lauding and praysing his renowmed worth 
By all the names that honorable were* 
Then in he brought her, and her shewed there 
The present of his paines, that Monsters spoyle, 
And eke that Idoll deem'd so costly dere ; 

1 Bnui, bunt. > Then^ than. * Dnd, dmded. 

* LuMii inclination. « Awhaped, terrified. 



XXXIII. l.—Jind eke thai IdoU, Ac.] « Meaning the Popiidi 
ligion was destroyed, and the Protestant established.*' — Uptov. 
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Whom he did aU to peeces bieake, and fojle ^ 
In filthy durt, and left so in the loathely soyle. 
XXXIV. 
Then all the people which beheld that day 
Gran shout aloud, that unto heaven it rmg ; 
And all the damzels of that towne m ray ^ 
Came dauncing forth, and ioyous carrols song : 
So him they led through all their streetes along 
Crowned with girlonds of immortall baies ; 
And all the vulgar did about them throng 
To see the Man, whose everlasting praise 
They all were bound to all posterities to raise. 
XXXV. 
There he with Belgi did awhile remaine 
Making great feast and ioyous merriment, 
Untill he had her settled in her rame ^ 
With safe assuraunce and establishment. 
Then to his first emprize his mind he lent, 
Full loath ^ to Beige and to aU the rest ; 
Of whom yet taking leave thenceforth he went, 
And to his former ioumey him addrest ; 
On which long way he rode, ne ever day did rest 
XXXVI. 
But tume we now to noble Artegall ; 
Who, having left Mercilla, streightway went 
On his first quest,^ the which him forth did call, 
To weet, to woike Irenaes franchisement,* 

^ Foy/e, oyerthrow. ^ Loath f nlactantlj. 

' Ray, tmy. * Qv^} enterpriie. 

' RttuUf reign. * Framekitemeiaf deliTennoe. 



XXXV. 5. — Htf first emprixeJ] Hib ■eueh alter Oloriana, tht 
FMrie Queene. 
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And eke Grantorloes worthy puniflbment. 
So ibrth be fried, as his maimer was. 
With onely Talus wayting diligent^ 
Through many perils ; and much way did pas, 

TiU nigh unto the place at length appiocht he has. 
XXXVII. 
There as he traveld by the way, he met 
An aged wight way&ring all alone, 
Who through his yeares long since asde had set 
The use of armes, and battell quite ibigone^ : 
To whom as he approcht, he knew anone 
That it was he which whilome' did attend 
On ifure Irene in her affliction, 
When GrBt to Faery Court he saw her wend,' 

Unto his Soveraioe Queene her suite for to commeod. 
XXXVIII. 
Whom by bis name saluting, thus he gan ; 
^^ Haile, good Sir Sergis, tniest Knight alive, 
Well tride in all thy Ladies troubles than ^ 
When h^ that Tyrant did of crowne deprive; 
What new occasion doth thee hither drive. 
Whiles she alone is left, and tliou here found? 
Or is she thrall, or doth she not survive ? " 
To whom he thus ; '' She liveth sure and sound ; 

But by that Tyrant b in wretched thraldome bound : 
XXXIX. 
** For she presummg on th' appointed tyde,^ 
In which ye promist, as ye were a Knight, 



1 Forgone, abandoned. ' Wemdtgo. * Tifi§, 

* Wkihm9, formerly. * 7^^, then. 



XXX VIII. 2.^ Sir SergU.} «Sir Sergis I take to 1m Walug^ 
ham." — UrroH. 
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To meete her at the Salvage Bands syde. 
And then and there lor triall of her right 
With her unrighteous enemy to fight, 
Did thither come ; where she, afinyd of iKxight, 
By guileful! treason and by subtill slight 
Surprized was, and to Grantorto brought, 

Who her imprisond hath, and her life often sought. 
XL. 
** And now he hath to her prefixt ^ a day. 
By which if that no ChampicHi doe appeare, 
Which will her cause in battailous array 
Against him iusdfie, and prove her cleare 
Of all those crimes that he gainst her doth reare,' 
She death shall sure aby.^ " Those tidings sad 
Did much abash Sir Art^all to heare, 
And grieved sore, that through his iault she had 

FaUen into that Tyrants hand and usage bad. 
XLl. 
Then thus replide ; " Now sure and by my life, 
Too much am I to blame for that faire Maide, 
That have her drawne to aU this tixwblous strife. 
Through promise to afibrd her timely aide, 
Which by default I have not yet defraide^ : 
But witnesse unto me, ye heavens ! that know 
How cleare I am from blame of thb upbraide^: 
For ye into like thraldome me did threw. 

And kept fiom complbhing® the faith which I did owe. 
XLII. 
<< But now aread,^ Sir Sergis, how long space 

I Fre^, fixed beforehftnd. * Upbrndttf wymmch, 

* RearBy nite, anertt. * OmpltBhing^ accompliihing. 

* Akff, abide. * Jhmd^ explain. 

* D^rmids, kept. 
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Hath he her lent a Champion to provide." 

'' Ten dales," quoth he, ^' he graunted hath of grace. 

For that he weeneth well before that tide 

None can have tidings to assist her side : 

For all the shores, which to the sea accoste,^ 

He day and night doth ward^ both iarre and wide, 

That none can there arrive without an hoste : 

So her he deemes akeady but a damned ghoste." 
XLIII. 
'^ Now tume againe," Sir Artegall then sayd ; 
" For, if I live till those ten daies have end, 
Assure yourselfe. Sir Knight, she shall have ayd, 
Though I this dearest life for her doe spend." 
So backeward he attone ^ with him did wend.^ 
Tho,^ as they rode together on their way, 
A rout of people they before them kend,^ 
Flocking together m confiisde array ; 

As if that there were some tumultuous affiay. 
XLIV. 
To which as they approcht the cause to know. 
They saw a Knight in daungerous distresse 
Of a rude rout him chasing to and fit). 
That sought with lawlesse powre him to oppresse, 
And bring in bondage of their brutishnesse : 
And farre away, amid their rakehell ^ bands, 
They spide a Lady left all succourlesse, 

' Accostty adjoin. * Tho^ then. 

' Wordy guard. ' Kend, knew. 

' Attone, at once, together. ' RakekeU, low, yulgar. 

« Wend^go, 



XLIV. 2. — They saw a Knight, &c.] " The Knight is Heniy of 
Nayarre ; the rude rout, hia rebellious subjects ; the Lady, Fnnoe, or 
the Genius of France, called Flourdelis." — Upton. 
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Ciying, and holding up her wretched hands 
To him fiv aide, who long in vaine their rage withstands. 
XLV. 
Tet still he strives, ne any perill spares, 
To reskue her finom their rude violence ; 
And like a lion wood ^ amongst them &res, 
Dealing his dreadiiill blowes with large dispence,' 
Gainst which the pallid death findes no defence : 
But all in vabe ; their numbers are so great, 
That naught may boot to banbhe them from thence ; 
For, soone as he their outrage backe doth beat, 
They tume afresh, and oft renew their former threat 
XLVI. 
And now they doe so sharpely him assay, 
That they his shield b peeces battred have. 
And forced him to throw it quite away, 
Fro dangers dread his doubtfiill life to save; 
Albe 3 that it most safety to him gave. 
And much did magnifie his noble name : 
For, from the day that he thus did it leave, 
Amongst all Knights he blotted was with blame. 
And counted but a recreant Knight with endles shame. 
XLvn. 
Whom when they thus distressed did behold, 
They drew unto his aide ; but that rude rout 
Them also gan assaile with outrage bold. 
And fixced them, however strong and stout 
They were, as well approved in many a doubt,^ 

> Wood^ enraged. ' Alhe^ although. 

' DispeneAt abundance. * Doubt, difficolty. 



XLVI. 3.— 7b throw it quiu aiMy.] Thia allndea to Heniy !¥.'• 
ffhanging hia religion, and becoming a Catholic. 
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Backe to recule ^ ; untill that YroD Man 
With his huge flaile began to lay about ; 
From whose st^me presence they diffiised' lan, 

like scattred chaffb, the which the wind away doth iSin. 
XLvm. 
So when that Knight iixMn perill cleare was fieed. 
He drawmg neare began to greete them feire. 
And yeeld great thankes for their so goodly deed, 
In saving him from daungerous despaire 
Of those which sought his life for to empaiie^: 
Of whom Sir Artegall gan then enquere 
The whole occasion of his late misfitre,^ 
And who he was, and what those Villaines were. 

The which with mortall malice him puisu'd so nere. 
XLIX. 
To whcMn he thus ; " My name is Burbon hight,^ 
Well knowne, and far renowmed heretofore, 
Untill late mischiefe did uppon me light, 
That all my former praise hath blemisht sore: 
And that faire Lady, which in that uprore 
Ye with those caytives saw, Flourdelis hight,^ 
Is mine owne Love, though me she have forlore * ; 
Whether withheld irom me by wrongfuU might, 

Or with her owne good will, I cannot read^ aright 
L. 
" But sure to me her faith she first did plight 
To be my Love, and take me for her Lord ; 
nmi that a Tyrant, which Grandtorto hight,^ 

> Reetde, recoil. * Highty called. 

' D^futed, scattered. * Farl&rej abandoned. 

' Empaire, harL ' Read, ascertain. 
^ Misfare, misfortune. 

L. Z.^anmdiorto.] The king of Spun, whoM hofltOity to Utny 
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With goldeD giftes and many a guileiull word 

Entyced her to him (or to accord. 

O, who may not with gifts and words be tempted 1 

Sith ^ which she hath me ever since abhord, 

And to my foe had) guilefully consented : 
Ay me, that ever guyle in wemen was mvented ! * 

LI. 

** And now he hath this troupe of Villains sent 

By open force to fetch her quite away : 

Gamst whom myselfe I long in vaine have bent 

To rescue her, and daily meanes assay, 

Yet rescue her thence by no meanes I may ; 

For they doe me with multitude oppresse, 

And with unequall might doe overlay, 

That oft I driven am to great distresse, 
And forced to foigoe tb' attempt rem^dilesse." 

UI. 

"But why have ye," said Art^ll, "forborne 

Tour owne good shield in daungerous dismay ? 

That is the greatest shame and foulest scome. 

Which unto any Knight behappen may. 

To loose the badge that should his deedes display/' 

To whom Sir Burbon, blushing halfe for shame ; 

" That shall 1 unto you," quoth he, " bewray ' ; 

Least ^ ye therefore mote happQy me blame, 
And deeme it doen of will, that through inforcement came. 

' Sith, lince. ' Bewrayy reyeal. 

* InvemUdy fbuid. « JLmjC, ImL 



IV. tod aesl for the Catholic ftith led him to take an actiTe part in the 
leligioaa wan of France. 

LI. 1.— jfiMf now he hath this inmpe of ViUaims sent,] After Heniy 
IV. had defeated the LeagoerB in Uie battle of Irri, he was compelled 
lo raiae the siege of Paris bj the Duke of Farma and a Spanish army. 

VOL. m. 35 
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UIl. 

<' True is that 1 at first was dubbed Knig^ 
By a good Knight, the Kni^t of the Red-crosBe; 
Who, wheo he gave me armes in field to fight, 
Grave roe a shield, in which he did endosse ^ 
His deare Redeemers Badge upon the bosse* : 
The same long while I bore, and therewithal! 
Fought many battels without wound or losse ; 
Therewith Grandtorto selfe I did appall, 

And made him oftentimes m field before me fidl. 
LIV. 
^'But for' that many did that shield eovie. 
And cruell enemies increased nK»e ; 
To stmt all strife and troublous enmitie, 
That bloudie scutchin ^ bemg battred sore 
I layd aade, and have of late forbcne ; 
Hoping thereby to have my Love obtayned : 
Yet can I not my Love have nathemcwe ^ ; 
For she by force is still iro me detayned. 

And with corroptfiiU brybes is to untruth nustrayned.*" 
LV. 
To whom thus Artegall ; '' Certes,^ Sir Knight, 
Hard is the case the which ye doe complaine ; 
Yet not so hard (for nought so hard may light ^ 
That it to such a straight mote you constraine) 
As to abandon that which doth containe 
Your honours stile, that is, your warlike shield. 
All perill ought be lesse, and lesse all pame 

> Endosse J {endosser, Fr.,) endorse, write on the baek. 

* Basstj the middle of the shield. > BiUfor, beeaoM. 

^ SaUchinj escutcheon. * JWnA^more, none the more. 

* Mistrayned, misled. ' CerUSf certsanly. 

' Ligktf alight, happen. 
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TheD ^ losse of ikine in disaventious' field : 
Djre, rather tbeo ^ doe oug^t that mote dishonour yield 1" 

LVI. 

'^ Not so/' quoth he ; ^^ for yet, when time doth serve, 

My finrmer shield I may resume againe : 

To temporize is not from truth to swerve, 

Ne for advantage teime to entertaine, 

Whenas necessitie doth it constrained' 

^'Fie on such forgerie/' said Artegall, 

^' Under one hood to shadow faces twaine : 

Knights ought be true, and truth is one in all ; 
Of all things, to dissemble, fouly may beM ! " 
LVII. 

" Yet let me you of courtesie request," 

Said Burbon, " to assist me now at need 

Against these Pesants which have me oppiest, 

And forced me to so infamous deed, 

That yet my Love may from their hands be freed." 

Sir Aitegall, albe ^ he earst ^ did wyte ^ 

His wavering mind, yet to his aide agreed, 

And buckling him eftsoones ^ unto the fight 
Did set upon those trcMipes with aU his powie and might 



> TlUn, than. « Ikrwt, before. 

' DiMNmOroiw, mLiiiccMdiil. * ^yt^t bhune. 
■ Jiibe^ although. * Ifisoanetf immediately. 



LVI. 6. — FUon such forgeries Ac.] A consideration of the urgent 
reaaona which impelled Henry IV. to embrace the Catholic faith, and 
that he probably waa but auperficially acquainted with the religion 
which he abandoned , as well as that which he embraced, will probably 
induce most of the poet's readers to think that the reproof which be 
puts into the month of Artegal is too seyere 

LVI. 9,^€f aU tkings^ &c.] May evil, above all, or preemi- 
nently, befall those who diaaemble, or are inainoere. 
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Lvra. 
Who flocking round about tbem, as a swanm 
Of flyes upon a biichen bough doth cluster. 
Did them assault with terrible aUaime, 
And over all the fields themselyes did muster. 
With bils^ and glayves^ making a dreadfiiU luster'; 
That forst at first those Knights backe to r^yre ; 
As when the wrathfuU Boreas doth bluster, 
Nought may abide the tempest of his yre, 

Bodi man and beast doe fly, and succour doe mquyre. 

UX. 
But, whenas oveifolowen was that brunt. 
Those Knights began afresh them to assayle. 
And all about the fields like squurreb hunt ; 
But chiefly Talus with his yion flayle. 
Gainst which no flight nor rescue mote avayle, 
Made cruell havocke of the baser crew. 
And chaced them both over hill and dale : 
The raskall ^ manie 90oae they overthrew; 

But the two Knights themselves their Captains did subdew. 

LX. 
At last they came whereas that Ladie bode,^ 
Whom now her keepers had forsaken quight 
To save themselves, and scattered were abrode : 
Her halfe dismayd they found in doubtfuU plight. 
As neither glad nor sorie for their sight ; 
Yet wondrous faire she was, and richly clad 

> BOt, battle-azei. « Jtodkoff, rabbla. 

* 62ayref, swords. • Bod», abode. 

' LutUTf lustre, brightDess. 



LIX. 8.-- 7!lk^.] <<So an the editions.— I Uiink it slioiild b»H 
thst is, Tslns."— Cbuach. 
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In nuall robes, and many ieweb dight ^ ; 

But that those Villens through their usage bad 
Them fouly rent, and shamefully defaced had. 

LXI. 

But Burbon, straight dismountbg from his steed, 

Unto her ran with greedie great des]rre, 

And catching her fiist by her ragged weed* 

Would have embraced her with hart entyre ' : 

But she, backstarting with disdaineflill yre 

Bad him a vaunt, ne would unto his lore^ 

AUured be for prayer nor for meed : 

Whom when those Knights so fioward and fbilore^ 
Beheld, they her rebuked and upbrayded sore. 
Lxn. 

Sayd Artegall ; " What foule disgrace is this 

To so fau« liadie, as ye seeme in sight, 

To blot your beautie, that unblemisht is, 

With so fbule blame as breach of faith once plight, 

Or change of love for any worlds delight? 

Is ought on earth so pretious or deare 

As prayse and honour? or b ought so bright 

And beautifiill as glories beames appeare, [clearo? 

Whose goodly light then ^ Phoebus lampe doth shine more 
LXIII. 

" Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempted ^ bee 

Unto a strangers love, so lighdy placed, 

For guiftes of gold or any worldly glee. 

To leave the Love that ye before embraced, 

Aqd let your fiime with falshood be de&ced ? 

' Dight^ adorned. * Forloref deroid of propriety * 

* Weed^ dreu. ' Tkemy than. 

* Hwrt aUyre, sincere affection. ' AtUmpUdf tempted. 
^ £or0, lewon, speech. 

35* 
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Fie OD the pelfe for which good name is soldy 

And honour with mdignitie debased ! 

Dearer is love then ^ life, and feme then ^ gold ; 
But dearer then ^ them both your faith once pli^ted hold." 
LXIV. 

Much was the Ladie in her gende mind 

Abasht at his rebuke, that bit her neare ; 

Ne ought to answere thereunto did find : 

But, hangmg down her head with heavie chearsy 

Stood long amaz'd as she amated ^ weare : 

Which Burbon seeing, her againe assayd ; 

And, claspmg twixt his armes, her up did reaie 

Upon his steede, whiles she no whit gainesayd : 
So bore her quite away nor well not ill apayd. 

LXV. 

Nathlesse the Yron Man did still pursew 

That raskall many ^ with unpittied spoyle ; 

Ne ceassed not, till all their scattred crew 

Into the sea he drove quite from that soyle, 

The which they troubled had with great tunnoyle: 

But Artegall, seeing his cruell deed, 

Commaunded him from slaughter to recoyle,^ 

And to his voyage gan againe proceed ; 
For that the terme, approching fast, required speed. 

> Then, than. > RaskaU many, low nMile. 

' AfMted, Bubdaed, awed. * RtcayU^ torn back. 



LXIV. 9. — Not weU nor ill apayd.] Showing neither satiB&etioii 
nor disaatiBfaction ; in allusion to the nearly equal adyantafes which 
the Protestant and Catholic parties had gained, at the accesnon of 
Henry IV. to the throne. 
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CANTO XII. 

Artegall doth Sir Buibon aide, 
And blames for changing shield : 

He with the great Grantorto fights, 
And slaieth him in field. 

I. 
O SACRED ^ hunger of ambitious mindes. 
And impoteDt desire of meo to raine ! 
Whom neither dread of God, that devils bbdes, 
Nor lawes of men, that common-weales ccmtaine,' 
Nor bands of nature, that wilde beastes restrame, 
Can keeps from outrage and from doing wrong, 
Where they may hope a kingdome to obtaine : 
No fiuth so firme, no tnist can be so strong, 
No love so lasting then, that may enduren long. 

II. 
Witnesse may Burbon be ; whom all the bands, 
Which may a Knight assure, had surely bound, 
Untill the love of lordship and of lands 
Made him become most &ithless and unsound : 
And witnesse be Gerioneo fixind, 
Who for like cause faire Beige did oppresse, 

' Sacred, accorsed. * Cralotna, restrain. 



Arg. X.—ArUgaU. dotk Sir Burhon aide. 

And Hameafor changing skidd.] '• These lines should 
have been part of the argument of the preceding canto; to this they 
haye no relation." — Church. 

1 . 2. — hapaUnt denr^.'] Desire which cannot be xestrained. 
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And right and wrong most ciuelly oonfixmd: 
And so be now Grantorto, who no lesse 

Then ^ all the rest burst out to all outiagiousnesse. 
m. 
Gainst whom Sir Artegall long having since 
Taken m hand th' exploit, (being theretoo 
Appointed by that mightie Faerie Prince, 
Great Gloriane, that Tyrant to fordoo,') 
Through other great adventures hethertoo 
Had it forslackt ^ : but now time drawing ny. 
To him assynd her high beheast to doo. 
To the sea-shore be gan his way apply 

To weete^ if shipping readie he mote there desoy. 
IV. 
Thoy^ when they came to the sea-coost, they iband 
A ship all readie, as good fortune fell. 
To put to sea, with whom they did compound^ 
To passe them over where them list to tell : 
The winde and weather served them so weQ, 
That in one day they with the coast did fall ; 
Whereas they readie found, them to repell, 
Great hostes of men m order martiaU, 

Which them forbad to land, and footing did foistalL'' 
V. 
But nathemore^ would they fiom land reirabe: 
But, whenas nigh unto the shore they drew 
That foot of man might sound the bottome plaine. 
Talus into the sea did forth issew 

> 7%en, thin. * TTbo, then. 

' FordoOf quell, subdue. ' Compotindf agree. 

' Forslaekt, delayed, postponed. ' FarsiaH, preyent. 

^ WuUy learn. ' JVacAemora, none the more. 



IV. & — Wiih tiU coast did fail.} Arrived upon the 
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Though darts from shore and stones they at him threw ; 
And wading through the waves with stedfast sway, 
Maugre ^ the might of all those troupes in vew. 
Did wm the shore ; whence he them chast away. 
And made to fly like doves, whom th' eagle doth affiay. 

VI. 
The whyles Sir Artegall with that old Knight 
Did forth descend, there being none them neare, 
And forward marched to a towne in sight. 
By this came tydings to the Tyrants eare, 
By those which earst^ did fly away for feare, 
Of their arrivall : wherewith troubled sore 
He all his forces streight to him did reare, 
And, forth issuing with his scouts afore, 
Meant them to have incountred ere they left the shore; 

VII. 
But ere he marched farre he with them met, 
And fiercely charged them with all his focce; 
But Talus steraely did upon them set. 
And brusht and battred them without remorse, 
That on the ground he left iidl many a corse ; 
Ne any able was him to withstand, 
Bat he them overthrew both man and horse, 
That they lay scattred over all the land. 
As thicke as doth the seede after the sowers hand : 

VIII. 
Till Artegall him seeing so to rage 
Willd him to stay, and signe of truce did make : 
To which all harkning did awhile asswage 

' MamgTB, in spite of. ' £>rft, befbm. 



Vl.l.^nat M Knight,] Sir 8ergit. Be» tke thirty-Mventb 
■tansft of th« preceding canto. 
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Th^ forces furie, and their temnr slake^ ; 
Till he an herauld cald, and to him spake, 
Willmg him wend ^ unto the Tyrant streight, 
And tell him that not for such slaughters sake 
He thether came, but for to trie the right 

Of &yre Irenaes cause with him in smgle fight : 

IX. 
And willed him for to reclayme ^ with speed 
His scattred people, ere they all were slaine ; 
And time and place convenient to areed,^ 
In which they two the combat might damune.^ 
Which message when Grantorto heard, full fayne* 
And glad be was the slaughter so to stay ; 
And pointed for the combat twixt them twayne 
The morrow next, ne gave him longer day : 

So sounded the retraite, and drew his folke away. 

X. 
That night Sir ArtegaU did cause his tent 
There to be pitched on the open plabe ; 
For he had given streight ^ commaundement 
That none should dare him once to entertaine : 
Which none durst breake, though many would right fiune 
For faire Irena whom they loved deare : 
But yet old Sergis did so well him paine,^ 
That from close ^ friends, that dar'd not to appeaie. 

He all things did purvay ^^ which for them needfiill weaie. 

* Slakey slack. * Fayne, pleased. 
■ Wend, go. ' Streight, ^'icL 

* Redayme, call back. ' Him paxHe, exert himself. 

* Jireed, appoint. ' Close, secret 

* DarrmnBf engage in. *® Purvay, procure. 

X. 3. — For As.] Tliat is, Orantorto. 
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XI. 

• The monow next that was the dismall day 
Appointed for Irenas death before. 
So soone as it did to the world display 
I£s chearefiiU face, and light to men restore, 
The heavy Mayd, to whom none tydings bore 
Of Artegals arrivall her to fiee, 
Lookt up with eyes full sad and hart iiill sore, 
Weening her lifes last howre then neare to bee ; 

Sith ^ no redemption nigh she did nor heare nor see. 
XII. 
Then up she rose, and on herselfe did dight^ 
Most squalid garments, fit for such a day ; 
And with dull countenance and with doleiiil spright 
She forth was brought in sorrowfiill dismay 
For to receive the doome of her decay : 
But comming to the place, and finding there 
Sir Artegall in battailous array 
Wayting his foe, it did her dead heart cbeare, 

And new life to her lent in midst of deadly feare. 
XIII. 
Like as a tender rose in open plaine. 
That with untimely drought nigh withered was, 
And hung the head, soone as few drops of nune 
Thereon distill and deaw her daintie &ce. 
Gins to look up, and with fi^esh wonted grace 
Dispreds the glorie of her leaves gay ; 
Such was Irenas countenance, such her case, 
When Artegall she saw in that array. 

There wayting for the Tyrant till it was &rre day : 

1 aUk, nnoe. ' Digkt^ pat 
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XIV. 
Who came at laagth with jMoud presumpteooB g^ta 
Into the 6eld, as if he fearelesae were, 
All armed m a cote of yion plate 
Of great defisnce to ward the deadly feare. 
And on his head a steele-cap he did weare 
Of colour rustie-browne, but sure and strong ; 
And in his hand an huge polaxe did beare, 
Whose steale was yron-studded, but not long. 

With which he wont to fight, to iustifie his wnxig. 
XV. 
Of stature huge and hideous he was, 
like to a giant for his monstrous hight. 
And did in strength most sorts of men surpas, 
Ne ever any found his match in might; 
Thereto ^ he had great skill in single fight : 
His bee was ugly and his countenance sCeme, 
That could have finyd one with the very fight. 
And gaped like a gulfe when he did geme^ ; 

That whether man or monster one could scarse disoene. 
XVI. 
Soone as he did withm the listes appeare, 
With dreadfuU looke he ArtegaU bdield, 
As if he would have daunted him with feare ; 
And, grinning griesly, did against him weld 
His deadly weapon which in hand he held : 
But th' Elfin Swayne, that oft bad scene like fight, 
^as with his ghasdy countenance nothing queld'; 
But gan him streight to buckle to the fight, 

And cast his shield about to be in readie {dight 

* TlereCo, iIm. ' Gemc, grin, yawn. * ^iiaU, alanned. 



0«ZIL TH£ FAEBOE <iUSEIIX« 491 

XVII. 

The trompets sound ; and they together goe 
With dreadfuU terror and with fell intent ; 
And their huge stfx>kes full daungerously bestow, 
To doe most damniage whereas most th^ ment : 
But with such force and fiirie violent 
The Tyrant thundred his thicke blowes so &sty 
That through the yron walles their way they rent, 
And even to the vitall parts they past, 

Ne ought could them endure, but all they cleft or biast.^ 
XVIII. 
Which cruell outrage whenas ArtegaU 
Did well avize,^ thenceforth with warie heed 
He shund his strokes, where-ever they did fall, 
And way did give unto their gracdesse speed : 
As when a skilful! marriner doth reed ' 
A storme approching that doth perill threat, 
He will not bide the daunger of such dread, 
But sUikes hb sayles, and vereth ^ hb mab-«heat,' 

And lends unto it leave the emptie ayre to beat. 
XIX. 
So <fid the Faerie Knight himselfe abeare,* 
And stouped oft his head fioin shame ^ to shield : 
No shame to stoupe, ones head more high to reare ; 
And, much to gaine, a litle for to yield : 
So stoutest Knights doen oftentimes in field. 
But still the Tyrant sternely at him layd, 
And did his yion axe so nimbly wield, 

* Brast^ bont. * Jfom-Mcof , main-ttil. 
' AvixA, peioeiTe. * Jihemn, bear, ooodiMl. 

* Rudy dwcem. ^ Skamsj injiuj. 

* Verdkftanefh. 
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That many wounds into his flesh it made, 
And with his burdenous blowes him aare did OFeriade.^ 
XX. 
Yet whenas fit advantage he did spy, 
The whiles the cursed Felon high did leaie 
His ciuell hand to smite him mortally, 
Under his stroke he lo him stepping neare 
Right in the flanke him strooke with deadly dreare,^ 
That the gore-bloud thence gushing grievously 
Did underneath him like a pond appeare, 
And all his armour did with purple dye : 
Thereat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfiilly. 
XXL 
Yet the huge stroke, which he before intended, 
Kept on his course, as he did it direct, 
And with such monstrous poise ^ adowne descended, 
Tliat seemed nought could him from death protect : 
But he it well did ward with wise respect,* 
And twixt him and the blow his shield did cast, 
Which thereon seizing tooke no great effect ; 
But, bjrting deepe, therein did sticke so fast 
That by no meanes it backe againe he forth could wrast.' 
XXII. 
Long while he tug'd and strove to get it out. 
And all his powre applyed thereunto, 
That he therewith the Knight drew all about : 
Nathlesse, for all that ever he could doe, 
His axe he could not from his shield undoe. 
Which Artegall perceiving, strooke no more, 

* Ovcrladef oppress, OTerwhelm. * Respect, cajre, caation. 
' Dreare, dread, terror. * Wrast, wrest 

' PoUef weight. 
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But loosing soone his shield did it forgoe ^ ; 
And, whiles he corobred was therewith so sore, 

He gan at him let drive more fiercely then ^ afore. 
XXIII. 
So well he him pursew'd, that at the last 
He stroke him with Chrysaor on the hed, 
That with the souse ^ thereof full sore aghast 
He staggered to and fro in doubtfiill sted * : 
Agame, whiles he him saw so ill bested, 
He did him smite with all his might and maine, 
That, falling, on his mother earth he fed : 
Whom when he saw prostrated on the plaine, 

He lightly refl^ his head to ease him of his paine. 
XXIV. 
Which when the people round about him saw. 
They shouted all for ioy of his successe, 
Glad to be quit from that proud T}rrants awe, 
Which with strong powre did them long time oppresse ; 
And, running all with greedie ioyfiilnesse 
To faire Irena, at her feet did fall, 
And her adored with due humblenesse 
As their true liege and Princesse naturall ; 

And eke her Champions glorie sounded over all : 

XXV. 
Who, streight her leadmg with meete maiesde 
Unto the pallace where their kings did rayne. 
Did her therein establish peaceablie, 

* Forgot^ abandon. * Sudy condition. 

* TkeHj than. * I2«/), cat off. 
' Spitf«, force. 



XXIII. 2.^CkTy$aar.1 Chrynor, Uie sword of Axt»gd, 
broken by Radigond. See canto V. stanza XXI. 
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And to her kingdomes seat restore agayne ; 
And all such persons, as did late maintayne 
That Tyrants part with close ^ or open ayde. 
He sorely punished with heavie payne ; 
That m short space, whiles there with her he stayd. 

Not one was left that durst her once have dbobayd. 
XXVI. 
During which time that he did there remayoe, 
His studie was tnie lustice how to deale, 
And day and night employ'd his husie paine 
How to reforme that ragged common-weale : 
And that same Yron Man, which could reveale 
All hidden crimes, through all that Realme he sent 
To search out those that usd to rob and steale, 
Or did rebell gainst lawiuU government ; 

On whom he did inflict roost grievous punishment. 
XXVII 
But, ere he could reforme it thoroughly. 
He through occasion called was away 
To Faerie Court, that of necessity 
His course of lustice he was forst to stay, 
And Talus to revoke fioro the right way, 
In which he was that Realme for to rediesse : 
But Envies cloud still dimmeth Vertues ray ! 
So, having freed Irena from distresse, 

He tooke his leave of her there left m heavinesse. 
XXVIII. 
Tho,^ as he backe returned from that Land, 

' Closej secret. ' Tko^ then. 



XXVIII. l.^Tho, as he hadu returned^ &c.] ''The historicml 
allufion points to the detraction and en^y which fbllowed the Lord 
Qrej when he returned from Ireland.'* — Uptoh. 



O. Xtt. THB r AXBIE ^UlEMB. 485 

And there arriy'd agaiDe whence forth he set, 
He had not passed farre upon the strand, 
Whenas two old ]ll-&yoiir'd Hags he met, 
By the way-side being together set. 
Two griesly Creatures ; and, to that their faces 
Most foule and filthie were, their garments yet. 
Being all rag'd and tatter'd, their disgraces ^ 

Did much the more augment, and made most ugly cases. 
XXIX. 
The one of them, that elder did appeare. 
With her dull eyes did seeme to looke askew, 
That her mis-shape much helpt ; and her foule heare 
Hung loose and loathsomely ; thereto^ her hew 
Was wan and leane, that all her teeth arew ' 
And all her bones might through her cheekes be red ^ ; 
Her lips were, like raw lether, pale and blew : 
And as she spake, therewith she slavered ; 

Tet spake she seldom ; but thought more, the lesse she sed : 
XXX. 
Her hands were foule and durtie, never washt 
In all her life, with long nayles over-raught, 
like puttocks^ clawes ; with th' one of which she scratcht 
Her cursed head, although it itched naught ; 
The other held a snake with venime fiaught. 
On which she fed and gnawed hungrily. 
As if that long she had not eaten ought ; 
That round about her iawes one might descry 

The bloudie gore and poyson droppbg lothsomdy. 

* DUgraeeSj deformity. ^ R$dt perceiyed. 

• Thereto, besides. » Puttoeks^ kites. 
' ^reiDj in a row, togeUier. 



XXX. 2. — Orer-raught.} ReschiJig beyond the ends of the iSngen. 
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XXXI. 

Her name was Eavie) knoweD well theieby ; 
Whose nature is to grieve and grudge at all 
That ever she sees doen prays-worthily ; 
Whose ^ght to her is greatest crosse may fidl. 
And vexeth so, that makes her eat her gall : 
For, when she wanteth other thing to eat, 
She feedes on her owne maw unnatural], 
And of her owne foule entrayles makes her meat; 

Meat fit for such a Monsters monsterous dyeat : 
XXXII. 
And if she hapt of any good to heare, 
That had to any happily betid,^ 
Then would she inly fi:et, and grieve, and teaie 
Her flesh for felnesse,^ which she inward hid: 
But if she heard of ill that any did, 
Or harme that any had, then would she make 
Great cheare, like one unto a banquet bid ; 
And in anothers losse great pleasure take. 

As she had got thereby and gayned a great stake. 
XXXIII. 
The other nothing better was then ^ shee ; 
Agreebg m bad will and cancred kynd,^ 
But m bad maner they did disagree : 
For whatso Envie good or bad did fynd 
She did conceale, and murder her owne mynd ; 
But this, whatever evill she conceived. 
Did spred abroad and throw m th' open wynd: 

> jBett42, happened. * Then, than. 

' Fdnesse^ rage, fury. * Kyndj nature. 



XXXIII. 5. — Murder her otene fnynd."] Dettroj the peace of her 
3wn mind. 
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Yet this m all her words might he perodved, 
That all she sought was mens good name to have bereaved. 
XXXIV. 

For, whatsoever good by any sayd 

Or doen she heard, she would streightwayes invent ^ 

How to deprave or slaunderously upbrayd, 

Or to misconstrue of a mans mtent, 

And tume to ill the thing that well was ment : 

Therefore she used often to resort 

To common haunts, and companies frequent, 

To hearke what any one did good report, 
To blot the same with blame, or wrest' m wicked sort : 
XXXV. 

And if that any ill she heard of any. 

She would it eeke,^ and make much worse by telUng, 

And take great ioy to publish it to many ; 

That every matter worse was for her melling^ : 

Her name was bight ^ Detraction, and her dwelling 

Was neare to Envie, even her neighbour next ; 

A wicked Hag, and Envy selfe excelling 

In mischiefe ; for herselfe she onely vext ; 
But this same both herselfe and others eke perplext. 
XXXVI. 

Her fiice was ugly, and her mouth dbtort,^ 

Foming with poyson round about her gils, 

In which her cursed tongue fiill sharpe and short 

Appear'd like aspis sting, that closely ^ kils, 

Or cruelly does wound whomso she wils : 

A distal in her other ^ hand she had, 

^ invent, contriye. * ^*g^j called. 

* Wrestf pervert, distort. * Distotty distorted. 

* EtlUf increase. ' Clogely, seereUy. 
« MelUngf meddling. * Other, left. 
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Upon the which she lide spinncs, but spit ^ ; 
And faynes* to weave fiilse tales and leaangs' bad, 

To throw amongst the gpod, which others had disprad.^ 
XXXVII. 
These two now had themselves combynd in one. 
And linckt togeth^ gainst Sir Artegall ; 
For whom they wayted as his mortall fime,^ 
How they might make him into mischiefe fall. 
For freeing fiom their snares Irena thrall : 
Besides, unto themselves they gotten had 
A Monster, which the Blatant Beast men call, 
A dreadfiill Feend of gods and men ydrad,* 

Whom they by slights alWd and to their purpose lad. 
XXXVIU. 
Such were these Hags, and so unhandsome drest : 
Who when they nigh approching had espyde 
Sir Artegall retum'd from his late quest,'' 
They both arose, and at him loudly cryde, 
As it had bene two shepheards curres had sciyde® 
A ravenous wolfe amongst the scattered flockes: 
And Envie 6rst, as she that first him eyde, 
Towaides him runs, and with rude flaring lockes 

About her eares does beat her brest and foifaead knockes. 
XXXIX. 
Then from her mouth the gobbet she does take. 
The which whyleare^ she was so greedily 

^ jjpilf, spoils. * Ydradf dnwded. 

' FaytuSf delif^hts. ' Qvesf , expedition. 

' iMuingSy falsehoods. ' Seryde, descried. 

* Disprad, dispread, spread. * WhyUaref just before. 

* Fonej foes. 



XXXVII. 7,-^BlaUmt Betut.} That is, bellowing bewL The 
Blatant Beast is here a personification of ealamny, or dander. 



O. XII. THS FAEBIE ftUEENE. 4S9 

Devouring, even that halfe-gnswen sntka^ 
And at him throws it most despightfiiUy : 
The cuEsed serpent, though she hungrily 
Earst ^ chawd thereon, jet was not all so dead, 
But that some life remayned secretly ; 
And, as he past afore withouten dread, 

Bit him behind, that long the marice was to he read.* 
XL. 
Then th' other comming neare gan him revile, 
And fouly rayle, with all she could invent ; 
Saying that he had, with unmanly guile 
And foule abusion, both his honour blent,' 
And that bright sword, the sword of Justice lent, 
Had stayned with reprochfiill crueltie 
In gujldesse blood of many an innocent : 
As for Grandtorto, him with treacherie 

And traynes havmg suqpriz'd he Ibuly did to die. 
XLI. 
Thereto the Blatant Beast, by them set on, 
At him began aloud to barke and bay 
With bitter rage and fell contention ; 
That all the woods and rockes nigh to that way 

* Eanl^ before. ' lUad^ perceived. ' BUtU^ ctainad. 



XL. B.^As for GrandtartOy &c.] ** When Lord Grey was depotj 
of Ireland, he put to the aword the Spaniards who surrendered to his 
mercy. His enemies said it was done with treachery and onjustly. 
This is the historical allosion, and *tis mentioned by Spenser in his 
Vino of Irdand.'^ — Uptox. — Miss Aikin, in her memoirs of Queen 
Eliiabeth, says that the above act of cruelty is sud to have been com- 
manded by the deputy with tears, in obedience to the decision of a 
court martial, from which he could not venture to depart, and that 
fUixabeth publicly reprobated his conduct, perhaps without internally 
ocmdemningit 
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Began to qoake and tremble with dismaj ; 
And all the aire rebellowed againe ; 
So dreadfully his hundred tongues did bray : 
And evennore those Hags thonselves did paine ^ 

To sharpen him, and their owne cursed tongs did stiaina. 

XLII. 
And, still among, most bitter wcxdes they spake. 
Most shameiiill, most unrighteous, most untrew, 
That they the mildest man alive would make 
Forget his patience, and yeeld vengeaunce dew 
To her, that so false sclaunders at him threw : 
And more, to make them pierce and wound more deepe, 
She with the sting which in her vile tongue grew 
Did sharpen them, and m fresh poyson steepe : 

Yet he past on, and seem'd of them to take no keepe.* 
XLIII. 
But Talus, hearbg her so lewdly ^ raile 
And speake so ill of him that well deserved. 
Would her have chastiz'd with his yion flaile, 
If her Sir Artegall had not preserved. 
And him forbidden, who his beast ^ observed: 
So much the more at him still did she scdd. 
And stones did cast ; yet he for nought would swerve 
From his right course, but still the way did hold 

To Faerie Court ; where what him fell shall else be told. 

' Painef ezeit. ' Lewdly, impudently, wiekedly. 

' Ktepe, heed. « J9e«<, behest 
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